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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.

If you are worshiping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nursery downstairs.  
Pagers are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to 
report directly to the Nursery downstairs.  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend worship 
and may exit with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian education.  
(If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning to the 
Sanctuary.)  After worship, families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the month, 
all children are invited to remain in worship through the entire service for Communion.  Worship 
activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back 
of the Sanctuary.

Flower Ministry – After worship, members of the Board of Deacons’ Flower Ministry divide the chancel 
flowers into bouquets to be distributed to individuals who are celebrating joyous occasions and to those 
who could use some cheer.  If you would like to deliver a bouquet to someone you know, please stop by 
the front of the Sanctuary after worship to receive one.  Help us to share God’s love through flowers.

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has 
established masking protocols based on the community level of COVID-19 in Allegheny County.   
(Please see page 10 for more.)  To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, please maintain 
social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of vaccination status.   
Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for cleaning and 
sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Sarabande Peter Hurford
Sarabande and Prelude Herbert Sumsion
Prelude William Harris

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Pastor:    While I kept silence, my body wasted away, for day and night Your hand was heavy 

upon me.
People:   Then I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, 

“I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and You forgave the guilt 
of my sin.

Pastor:    Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to You; at a time of distress, the rush 
of mighty waters shall not reach them.

People:   You are a hiding place for me; You preserve me from trouble; You surround 
me with glad cries of deliverance.

Pastor:    Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!
All:    Let us praise the Lord! Based upon Psalm 32:3-7, 11

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  281
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

 ORISON 
While God May Be Found Richard Shephard
While God may be found, we will seek God; while God is near we will call; let the wicked forsake 
their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord; for they will find 
mercy and abundant pardon from God. Text: Isaiah 55:6-7

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
O Lord, by whose love fear vanishes, by whose forgiveness sin falls away, and by 
whose mercy mortality is defeated: Come to us who are fearful, sinful, and mortal.  
By love persuade us; by forgiveness heal us; and by mercy redeem us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.
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Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the  
Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel  

before returning to the Sanctuary.)

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Genesis 2:15-17 page 2 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SILENT CONFESSION   

 KYRIE ELEISON  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s GLORIA PATRI  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson
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 ANTHEM  
Adam Lay Ybounden  Hubert Bird

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond; four thousand winter thought he not too long.  And all 
was for an apple, an apple that he took, as clerkès finden written in their book.  Ne had the apple 
taken been, the apple taken been, ne had never our lady abeen heavené queen.  Blessed be the time 
that apple taken was, therefore we moun singen, Deo gratias! 

Text: English carol, 15th century

 GOSPEL 
Matthew 4:1-11 page 3 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Lead Us Not into Temptation

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  77
Forty Days and Forty Nights Aus der Tiefe rufe ich

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   |  The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen.

 PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.
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 OFFERING ANTHEM 
The Tree of Life K. Lee Scott

There in God’s garden stands the Tree of Wisdom, whose leaves hold forth the healing of the 
nations.  Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion, Tree of all beauty.  Its name is Jesus, name 
that says, “Our Savior!”  There on its branches see the scars of suffering; see where the tendrils 
of our human selfhood feed on its lifeblood.  Thorns not its own are tangled in its foliage; our 
greed has starved it; our despite has choked it.  Yet, look, it lives!  Its grief has not destroyed it, nor 
fire consumed it.  See how its branches reach to us in welcome; hear what the voice says, “Come 
to me, ye weary!  Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow.  I will give blessing.”  This is my 
ending, this my resurrection; into Your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit.  This have I searched 
for; now I can possess it.  This ground is holy!  All heaven is singing, “Thanks to Christ, whose 
Passion offers in mercy, healing, strength, and pardon.  Peoples and nations, take it, take it freely!”  
Amen!  My Master!    

Text: Király Imre von Péscelyi  (ca. 1590–ca. 1641)

s DOXOLOGY  (sung in unison) Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709.  Music: Genevan Psalter, 1551.

s OFFERTORY PRAYER 

s	 HYMN 538
Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing Sicilian Mariners

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Recessional Robert Cundick

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 
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About This Morning’s Music

“Adam Lay Ybounden,” originally titled “Adam Lay I-Bowndyn,” is a fifteenth-century English Christian 
text of unknown authorship.  It relates the Biblical events from the third chapter of Genesis concerning the 
Fall of Humanity.  The manuscript on which the poem is found is held by the British Library, who date the 
work to circa 1400 and speculate that the lyrics may have belonged to a wandering minstrel.  Analysis of the 
dialect by K.R. Palti (2008) places it within the song tradition of East Anglia and more specifically Norfolk.  
The text of the song was first printed in 1836 by Thomas Wright, who speculated that a number of the songs 
in the collection were intended for use in mystery plays.  Anthems based on the text are most often used in 
the context of the Christmas Lessons and Carols liturgy.

American composer K. Lee Scott (b. 1950) has published over 300 compositions, including anthems, hymns, 
works for solo voice, organ, brass, and major works.  “The Tree of Life” is a setting of Hungarian clergyman 
Király Imre von Péscelyi’s poem.  The scriptural sweep of the text is immense, moving from Genesis to 
Revelation in the first two lines.

Robert Cundick (1926–2016) served for many years as an organist at the Salt Lake Tabernacle of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, where his duties included accompanying the Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
and playing organ solos on the weekly broadcast, Music and the Spoken Word.

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Donald E. Hook by Sharon and Bob Luthultz.

Ushers for February: James S. Kissel; Robert B. Luthultz; Sharon L. Luthultz; Lexi Marie; Martin E. Powell; 
Robert Thomson; Susan F. Thomson; and Carey T. Vinson, Coordinator

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Sunday, February 26
Psalms 84; 150
Jeremiah 9:23-24
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Mark 2:18-22

Monday, February 27
Psalms 119:73-80; 145
Deuteronomy 8:1-20
Hebrews 2:11-18
John 2:1-12

Tuesday, February 28
Psalms 34; 146
Deuteronomy 9:(1-3) 4-12
Hebrews 3:1-11
John 2:13-22

Wednesday, March 1
Psalms 5; 147:1-11
Deuteronomy 9:13-21
Hebrews 3:12-19
John 2:23–3:15

Thursday, March 2
Psalms 27; 147:12-20
Deuteronomy 9:23–10:5
Hebrews 4:1-10
John 3:16-21

Friday, March 3
Psalms 22; 148
Deuteronomy 10:12-22
Hebrews 4:11-16
John 3:22-36

Saturday, March 4
Psalms 43; 149
Deuteronomy 11:18-28
Hebrews 5:1-10
John 4:1-26

Sunday, March 5
Psalms 84; 150
Jeremiah 1:1-10
1 Corinthians 3:11-23
Mark 3:31–4:9

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  February 26 – March 5  ··········
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Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take time to sign these care letters, 
which are a ministry supported by Shadyside’s Board of Deacons.

Syria-Turkey Earthquake Response – Shadyside Presbyterian Church is responding to the devastating 
earthquakes that have struck Turkey and Syria earlier this month by supporting the emergency relief 
efforts of Brother’s Brother Foundation with a donation of $2,500.  If you would like to make an additional 
contribution, please do so before March 1 by placing your check (payable to Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 
with “Disaster Relief” on the memo line) or cash donation in an envelope designated for disaster relief 
and placing it in the offering plate.  Designated envelopes are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium.  
Alternatively, you may visit the church’s secure online giving portal at www.shadysidepres.org/give, click 
the “Give Now” button, and choose “Disaster Relief Fund” in the drop-down menu.  Your contributions will 
be divided between Brother’s Brother Foundation and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.

View and Share Our Lenten Invitation Video – Shadyside Presbyterian Church has created a seasonal video 
with Rev. Shelley that you can watch on the homepage of the church website, www.shadysidepres.org.  
We also have posted it on the church Facebook page and YouTube channel, where we hope all Facebook and 
YouTube users will view, “like,” comment, and share it with friends and neighbors.  It’s an easy way to invite 
friends to join us for worship, either in person or online.  This video is part of our continuing initiative to 
spread the good news about our community of faith through social media.  We appreciate your help, and 
we welcome your feedback via email: info@shadysidepres.org.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  For more information, 
please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office. 

Table to Table: Dinner and Vespers – On Wednesday evenings, you are invited to gather at table for a 
church family dinner before gathering at the Lord’s Table in worship.  Enjoy fellowship over a delicious 
meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers at 7:00 p.m.  You 
are welcome to come for dinner or worship, or both.  Please make your dinner reservation by signing up in 
the Sharp Atrium by the Sunday prior.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.  
Nursery care will be provided during vespers.

Pie Sunday – The Parish Life Ministry Team will host our annual Pie Sunday in the Parish Hall during the 
Time of Fellowship following worship on Sunday, March 12.  We are looking for some terrific pie bakers 
to provide a variety of pies.  Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium, or contact the church office, to bring a 
pie — or perhaps a pair of pies, if possible.  Not a baker?  Come and enjoy; there will be plenty to share!  We 
hope you can join us in fellowship.  

News and Notes
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An Invitation to Membership – On Saturday, March 18, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, learn what makes Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church unique at a new members’ welcome meeting in the Hulme Room.  We will share about 
the ministries and mission of our church, and help you find ways that you can add your gifts to our fellowship 
to serve Christ together.  Lunch will be provided, and childcare is available during the class.  New members 
will be welcomed during worship on Sunday, March 19.  To register, please contact the church office.

Flower Guild Forming – Do you enjoy flowers?  Do you have an artistic eye?  There has been growing interest 
in starting a Shadyside Flower Guild to provide floral arrangements for Sunday mornings, and to help 
decorate the Chancel and Sanctuary for festival seasons such as Easter, Pentecost, Advent, and Christmas.  
We will hold an introductory workshop on Saturday, March 25, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., for anyone 
interested in learning about arranging flowers for our Chancel urns.  No previous experience in floral 
arranging is needed, just an interest in learning.  Attending the workshop does not require you to commit 
to anything else.  Over time, we hope to form several groups of interested people who will take a Sunday 
every four or five weeks to arrange the flowers for Sunday worship.  After the March workshop, we will 
provide further training sessions over the next several months.  If you are interested, please sign up in the 
Sharp Atrium, or contact Dr. Mark Anderson through the church office, before Monday, March 20, so we 
know how much material to order for the workshop.  Each participant will create one large arrangement, 
all of which will be displayed on Sunday, March 26.

Save the Date: Vacation Bible School – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church looks 
forward to welcoming children to Vacation Bible School on June 19 through 23, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  
Together, we will explore the theme “Something Fishy: Fish Tales in the Bible.”  Please mark your calendars 
and plan to join us!  Registration for participants will open later in the spring.

The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) is comprised of nine members of the congregation: 
Robert W. Anderson, Laura C. Duncan, Timothy C. Engleman, Robert B. Luthultz, Daniel S. Potter,  
Robert B. Reppe, Melissa A. Rychener, Jee Eun Song, and Mary Margaret M. Stamy.  You may contact them 
at pnc@shadysidepres.org.  Please continue to pray for them as they work to discern whom God is calling 
to serve our church as Associate Pastor for Missions and Campus Ministry.

Caring for Our Congregation – The pastors, staff, elders, Board of Deacons, and Care Team of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church are continuing to care for members of our congregation who are in need of support 
due to sickness, isolation, grief, or distress, or who are hurting in other ways.  We are encouraging members 
to make us aware of such needs for themselves or on behalf of a fellow congregant who could benefit from 
the sharing of God’s love through the church’s various ministries of care and support.  To help us extend 
our reach within our community of faith, please contact the church office.

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.
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eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

Masking Protocol – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force has established guidelines 
for indoor masking, consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
When the COVID-19 community level in Allegheny County is red (high), masks are required inside the 
church building; when yellow (medium), masks are suggested inside the church building; and when green 
(low), each individual may make a personal decision about masking.  To provide a safer area for those who 
are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts of 
the Sanctuary, regardless of vaccination status.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel 
may be unmasked at times to carry out their worship responsibilities.  On Saturdays, please check either 
the CDC website or the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.  Thank you for your patience 
and for prioritizing the well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

Organ Concert

··········  Sunday, March 19, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Music in a Great Space and the Organ Artists Series 
present organist Richard K. Fitzgerald.  Shadyside 

Presbyterian Church members may contact the 
church office to reserve complimentary tickets. 

Pittsburgh Camerata Concert

··········  Sunday, March 5, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

The Pittsburgh Camerata presents The True Story  
of Cinderella and Further Adventures of Alice,  

with special guests, the Pittsburgh Girls Choir.   
Tickets: www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Church Calendar
··········  February 26 – March 5  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — First Sunday in Lent
February 26 11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Sharp Atrium

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY 5:30 p.m. Communications Committee in the Hulme Room and via Zoom
  6:00 p.m. Table to Table: Dinner in the Parish Hall
  7:00 p.m.  Lenten Vespers with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online
  7:45 p.m.  Board of Deacons in the Hulme Room and via Zoom

THURSDAY 5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library and via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel

SATURDAY 12:00 p.m. Care Team in the Stamy Room

SUNDAY 9:45 a.m.  Christian Education Classes for All Ages
March 5 11:00 a.m.  Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online 

Second Sunday in Lent — Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Sharp Atrium
  12:30 p.m. Care Team in the Stamy Room
  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays) in the Youth Room
  3:00 p.m. Music in a Great Space Concert in the Sanctuary

Lenten Vespers

··········  Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

During the liturgical season of Lent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us each Wednesday  
for an evening of music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  These 45-minute candlelight Communion 

services include a homily; the celebration of the Lord’s Supper; and music offered by the Shadyside Strings, 
Chatham Baroque, the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, and vocal soloists from the Shadyside Chancel Choir.



Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-734299. All rights reserved.

This bulletin is printed on paper manufactured from recycled content.  If you would like to recycle your bulletin,  
kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch

Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, Associate Pastor for 

Discipleship
Elizabeth Michael Ross, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care
Ellen L. Allston, Director of Children’s Ministry
Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry
Peter F. Bodnar, Director of Communications
Jane M. Boyle, Associate for Children’s Music
Steven M. Bright, Hospitality Coordinator
Judy A. Brust, Accountant
Johnnie L. Bryant III, Sexton

Liz Miller Buchanan, Director of the Nursery School
Robert A. Coder, Director of Finance
Stephen M. Donnelly, Associate for Children’s Music
Della L. Ellard, Administrative Assistant
Joseph A. Figliulo, Music Administrator
Ruth E. Garrett, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
Dennis H. Martin, Head Sexton
Jesse B. Naus, Technical Director
Nancy M. Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita
Jamie G. Shipley, Associate for Children’s Ministry
Justin M. Wallace, Assistant Organist

Church Staff

Sundays in Lent: February 26 through April 2

· · · · · · · · · ·   Christian Education for All Ages at 9:45 a.m., followed by Worship at 11:00 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

One of the oldest liturgical seasons of the Early Church, Lent is a forty-day period of spiritual renewal.  As Christ 
spent forty days in the wilderness preparing for His ministry, Lent offers us a time of sustained spiritual reflection 
that we may be ready to follow our Lord into the passion of the cross in order to encounter the joy of the resurrection.  
Begun as a period of prayer, fasting, and instruction for adult baptismal candidates, Lent is observed today by 
congregations around the world as a means of following Jesus into the desert to focus upon God’s call on our lives.
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