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The

... because the mouse hears everything

Souper Bowl of Caring Supports EECM on February 12
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Domestic Missions Committee 
will again partner with our Youth Ministry for the Souper Bowl 
of Caring food collection. On Sunday, February 12, the youth will 
collect monetary donations and nonperishable food items for East 
End Cooperative Ministry (EECM). Paper bags and a list of suggested 
items will be distributed on Sundays, January 29 and February 5. If 
you would prefer, you may bring your donation in a reusable grocery 
bag, which will be helpful to EECM. Checks should be made payable 
to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with “EECM Food Collection” on the memo line. Alternatively, you 
may give online at www.shadysidepres.org/give by selecting “EECM” from the drop-down fund menu.

Whether you are able to contribute both monetary gifts and food donations, or you are able to 
participate in just one of these ways, your prayers and support for those in our community who are 
hungry and homeless are appreciated, especially during these harsh winter months.

For over thirty years, the Souper Bowl of Caring movement has been inspiring people across the nation 
to make a collective impact on hunger by giving locally. For more information, visit tacklehunger.org.

MISSIONS

Warm Up on Soup Sunday 
Following Worship on Sunday, February 12, in the Parish Hall

We look forward to filling the Parish Hall with the aroma of hearty and delicious homemade soups 
following worship on Sunday, February 12. Would you be willing to make a pot of your favorite soup 
recipe for this event? We are looking for volunteers to contribute a variety of soups — from beef 
and barley to vegetarian delights, creamy chowders, and more. If you would prefer to make your 
favorite dessert to contribute, that would be wonderful, too. The kitchen will provide bread, salad, 
and beverages. Not a cook or a baker? Come and enjoy; there will be plenty to share! Make your 
reservations by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office. Could you lend us your 
crockpot to keep these goodies piping hot? Let us know when you make your reservation. There is no 
cost to attend this congregational luncheon.

PARISH LIFE

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
Tuesday, February 21, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., in the Parish Hall

The whole family is invited to join us in this pre-Lenten celebration 
and fundraiser! On Tuesday, February 21, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Parish Hall, the youth will sponsor an all-you-can-eat 
pancake supper. Come and celebrate Mardi Gras (Shrove Tuesday) 
and support the youth. The proceeds from the evening will aid in 
the costs of summer mission opportunities for those in grades 6 
through 12. A freewill donation will be received. Please make your 
reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or contacting the 
church office by Sunday, February 19.

FELLOWSHIP & YOUTH MINISTRY

https://www.shadysidepres.org
https://tacklehunger.org/
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Honoring the Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes as Pastor Emeritus
“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because 
you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.”  1 Corinthians 15:58

“For God is not unjust; He will not overlook your work and the love that you showed for His sake in 
serving the saints, as you still do.”  Hebrews 6:10

It brings me great joy to share with you that the Session of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) has recently voted to confer the title of 
Pastor Emeritus upon the Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes, our tenth 
Senior Pastor and recently retired President of Princeton Theological 
Seminary. Traditionally, the honorific title of Pastor Emeritus is  
reserved for retired ministers whose faithful service to God in a 
particular congregation is recognized as distinctive. You may recall 
that the Reverend Dr. F. Morgan Roberts received this honor in 
1994. As a sign of our congregation’s deep gratitude, this honor lifts 
up the relationship of care and trust that already exists between 
Shadyside, Dr. Barnes, and his family. Naming Dr. Barnes as Pastor 
Emeritus also expresses our profound thanks for his commitment to 
covenant community centered in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Many of us who find our places in Shadyside’s sanctuary or connect to our livestream on Sunday 
mornings were members of SPC during Dr. Barnes’ pastorate from 2003 through 2012. Even those 
who, at that time, had not yet become a part of this faith community still benefit from the far reach of 
his ministry in the Church and in the academy. The Reverend Elizabeth Michael Ross and I studied as 
Master of Divinity students at Princeton Theological Seminary during Dr. Barnes’ service on its Board 
of Trustees. When I traveled with the seminary’s touring choir to Pittsburgh for the 2012 General 
Assembly of the PC(USA), Dr. Barnes met us at the door and welcomed us into the sanctuary, where 
he seemed to delight in our awe upon first setting eyes on the mosaic in the apse, the ornate carvings 
in the wood, and the grand Romanesque architecture quite unlike the sparse style of many of the 
Presbyterian churches we had visited on tour. During Dr. Barnes’ tenure as a professor at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith studied under his tutelage, and when 
he came to Princeton as its President, I, too, learned not only from his powerful preaching from the 
pulpit of the seminary chapel, but also from his faithful and wise leadership on campus and in the 
community. As he has answered the call of God upon his own life, Dr. Barnes has shaped a generation 
of leaders in the Church, perhaps especially here at Shadyside. 

And so, upon the occasion of his retirement, please join us as we honor Dr. Barnes’ faithful service 
and give thanks for his pastoral heart, his poetic preaching, his discerning vision, his inspired 
teaching, and his gifted leadership. In the spring, we will invite Dr. Barnes into the pulpit, and Dawne 
and their family into their favorite spot in the fourth pew, as we worship God and celebrate together.  
Thanks be to God!

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Lenten Vespers Begin
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online,  
beginning Ash Wednesday, February 22

Join us as we begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday,  
February 22, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, with the ancient custom 
of the imposition of ashes and the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley 
preaching. Vespers continue on Wednesdays through March 29.  

These 45-minute candlelight Communion services include a homily; 
the Lord’s Supper; and music offered by the Shadyside Strings, 
Chatham Baroque, the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, and vocal soloists 
from the Shadyside Chancel Choir. Nursery care is available.

Also join us for “Table to Table” at 6:00 p.m. (See article page 6.)

Above: Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes and  
Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley

Artwork: Ash Wednesday  
© Jan L. Richardson.  janrichardson.com
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Representative Nominating Committee Invites Your Input 
Recommendations Due by Sunday, February 19

The Representative Nominating Committee has begun meeting to prayerfully engage in the process 
of identifying people who are well-suited and eager to serve our church as leaders.

Your help in the nomination process is essential. Brochures which provide precise information about 
the process are available in the church pews, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium. If you need a brochure sent 
to you, please contact the church office to request a copy. Identical information and an electronic 
recommendation form may be found on the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/nominating. 
Please give prayerful consideration to people you might like to recommend to the committee. In order 
to be considered, recommendations must be submitted by Sunday, February 19.

As you contemplate, please remember the Trustees represent the congregation in the stewardship of 
property and management of funds. Elders serve on the Session, the body that sets and oversees the 
church’s direction in ministry, programs, and budget. Deacons organize and serve in ministries that 
engage people and groups directly in Christ’s service. At-large members of the 2024 Representative 
Nominating Committee will be called upon to identify the next set of church officers. Trustees, Elders, 
and Deacons serve a three-year term and are eligible to serve a second consecutive term.

Officer candidates will be identified for presentation to the congregation for the purpose of election 
at the annual meetings of the congregation and the corporation which are held in May. You are 
encouraged to join in the work of the Nominating Committee by identifying people who routinely 
seek the will of God and who lead lives consistent with the Gospel. Members of the committee will 
be happy to speak with you should you have questions about the process.

The 2023 Representative Nominating Committee: W. Dennis Bossick; Francis P. Collins;  
Trustee Brigetta P. Del Re; Beatrice P. Jones; Elder Mark A. Krofchik, Co-Chair; Alexis A. McCune Secosky; 

Timothy E. Nye; Deacon Gregory J. Sheffer; and Elder J. Alexander Viehman, Co-Chair

REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING

MISSIONS

Sharing with Our Neighbors: By the Numbers 
A Season of Giving

During the last six weeks of 2022, Shadyside Presbyterian Church demonstrated care for our 
neighbors by sharing warm clothing, food, and Christmas cheer with the beloved of God who are 
served by some of our mission partners. The Domestic Missions Committee is pleased to share with 
you a quantitative snapshot of this season of giving through the brief highlights below.

• Thanksgiving Collection: In partnership with the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
families, our congregation gathered 90 bags and 12 boxes of non-perishable food items for the 
East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM) food pantry through our Thanksgiving food collection. 
In addition, we collected $2,880 in monetary contributions for EECM.

• Warm Clothing Collection: Our warmth drive shared 24 coats 
with EECM, in addition to several sweaters, pairs of boots and 
gloves, and other miscellaneous clothing items. Also as a result 
of our winter clothing collection, Veterans Place of Washington 
Boulevard received 11 new coats, 6 sets of towels, and some 
housewares.

• The Giving Tree: The Giving Tree collected 65 gifts which went 
to three different locations connected with two of our mission 
partners: Sojourner House and the Pennsylvania Organization 
for Women in Early Recovery (POWER).

Thank you for your generosity and for demonstrating the love of 
Christ, particularly during the seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas.

Above: Carla Gedman, Della Ellard, and 
Sue Hoehl organize Christmas gifts for the 
Giving Tree mission project. Photograph 
taken by Bob Hoehl.

Learn more and submit recommendations online at www.shadysidepres.org/nominating.
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CARE & SUPPORT

Shepherd Wellness Community Dinner 
Opportunity to Serve: Friday, February 10, at 6:15 p.m.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner for the Shepherd Wellness Community 
on Friday, February 10, at 6:15 p.m. at the Shepherd Wellness Community Center in Bloomfield 
(4800 Sciota Street). Volunteers should sign up online at wellness.ivolunteer.com/event_570.

If you have any questions, concerns, or need assistance signing up, please email the Coordinator of 
Volunteers, Daequan Andino, at daequan@swconline.org or call the Shepherd Wellness Community 
office at 412-683-4477. Because the Shepherd Wellness Community still requires proof of vaccination 
for all who enter their building, individuals can bring with them a photo on a phone or a copy of 
their vaccination card for the dinner. Masks are optional when the COVID-19 transmission is low for 
Allegheny County. When the transmission rate increases to medium, masks will be mandatory. If the 
transmission rate increases to high, same-day rapid COVID-19 tests taken the day of the dinner will 
be required; social distancing and wearing masks will be mandatory.

IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.

• Jancy Spannuth Evert

• Kathleen S. Fulton

Please remember the family 
and friends of these individuals 
in your prayers.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Staff Transitions
In the final days of 2022 and first days of 2023, Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church bid farewell to two staff members as they 
shared with us their decisions to conclude their employment. 
• Kaysie L. Strickland began serving as the Administrative 

Assistant to the Associate Pastors in January 2018 and 
resigned effective December 26, 2022. 

• Bobby C. Pack Jr. served as a part-time evening sexton for five 
years, from October 2014 to October 2019. He then served 
as a full-time sexton for three more years until he resigned 
effective January 4, 2023.

We are deeply grateful for the many ways they supported the 
work of the church during their time with us, and we will miss them 
greatly. Please lift Bobby, Kaysie, and their families in prayer. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Share the Love: Valentine Crafternoon 
Sunday, February 5, at 12:15 p.m. in the Chapel

All are welcome to make 
valentines with our Children’s 
Ministry at 12:15 p.m. on Sunday, 
February 5. Following worship, 
you are invited to grab a cookie 
and some coffee or punch at our 
Time of Fellowship in the Sharp 
Atrium, then visit our valentine 
creation stations in the Chapel. 

We will provide plenty of valentine-making supplies, cards, 
postage stamps, and envelopes; please just bring your children, 
creativity, and mailing addresses for card recipients. We will use 
this time to teach children how to address envelopes and how to 
affix stamps. The cards will be mailed from Shadyside in time for 
Valentine’s Day delivery. 

There is no need to RSVP. Feel free to join us for as long as your 
schedule permits; come when you can and leave when you must. 
Questions? Please contact Ellen Allston, Director of Children’s 
Ministry, through the church office: 412-682-4300, ext. 119, or 
eallston@shadysidepres.org. 

Above: Chef Steven Bright, Hospitality 
Coordinator, stands near the amazing 
gingerbread replica of the church he 
lovingly and carefully created for our 
Advent open house this past December. 
This miniature Richardsonian Romanesque 
confection remained on display in the 
Sharp Atrium throughout Christmastide; in 
case you missed it, you can enjoy a virtual 
tour by watching a brief video available 
from the church’s Facebook page. We are 
so blessed that our talented Chef Steven 
can delight our childlike sense of wonder 
as well as our taste buds! Thanks to all 
who stopped by our open house or invited 
friends and neighbors to this welcoming 
event. Photograph taken by Della Ellard. 

PHOTO GALLERY

Seasonal Sweet Spot

https://wellness.ivolunteer.com/event_570
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Adult Education Study: Freeing Congregational Mission
Sundays through February 19, at 9:45 a.m. in the Hulme Room and via Zoom

On Sunday mornings during the 9:45 a.m. Christian Education 
hour, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Adult Christian Education 
Team invites you to participate in a four-week study co-sponsored 
by the church’s Domestic and International Mission Committees, 
beginning January 29 and concluding February 19. Together, we will 
explore the book Freeing Congregational Mission: A Practical Vision 
for Companionship, Cultural Humility, and Co-Development, by the 
Reverend Dr. B. Hunter Farrell and the Reverend S. Balajiedlang 
Khyllep, who are the Director and Associate Director of the World 
Mission Initiative of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

Based on the latest mission research, the authors see the local 
church community as well positioned to build a spreading circle 
of relationships centered in Jesus Christ. They have written this 
book to help congregations lay the foundation for more faithful and 
effective missions with three core elements:

• a Christ-centered theology of mission rooted in companionship
• an appetite and competence to engage across differences with 

cultural humility
• insights and strategies to accompany local and global neighbors 

in co-development.

Facilitators of this study will include the Reverend Kendra L. 
Buckwalter Smith, member Phillip D. Jones, Elder Laura C. 
Duncan, and the authors of the book. Meetings will take place in 
the Hulme Room, with the option to participate in person or over 
Zoom videoconferencing. Copies of Freeing Congregational Mission 
are available from the bookcase in the Parlor (adjacent to the Sharp 
Atrium) for a suggested donation of $10; alternatively, the book 
may be purchased on Amazon Kindle.

You are encouraged to join us in this opportunity for education and 
fellowship. We would be blessed by your presence.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Above: Rev. S. Balajiedlang Khyllep and 
Rev. Dr. B. Hunter Farrell, co-authors of 
Freeing Congregational Mission, will 
join our study to lead our final discussion 
on Sunday, February 19.

IonSound Project Shares Musical Snapshots of Spain and Latin America 
Sunday, February 5, at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

The thirtieth concert season of Music in a Great Space continues with the IonSound Project, 
presenting Snapshots: Spain and Latin America, on Sunday, February 5, at 3:00 p.m.

Praised by the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette for “exemplary taste” in 
programming and for playing that 
“generates sparks,” IonSound is 
comprised of clarinetist Kathleen 
Costello, cellist Elisa Kohanski, 
and pianist Jack Kurutz. The 
program will feature music from 
Maurice Ravel, Astor Piazzolla, 
and more, including a new piece 
by Venezuelan-born composer 
and conductor Carlos Izcaray.

No tickets are necessary; 
donations are appreciated.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Sunday, February 5, with Communion, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, February 12, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Souper Bowl of Caring and soup luncheon follow worship;  
please see the articles on page 1.

Sunday, February 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross, preaching

The First Sunday in Lent, February 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

If you are unable to join us in person on Sundays, you may view  
our live worship webcast at www.shadysidepres.org/live.

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, February 1, 8, and 15, at 7:00 p.m. 

with Communion 
These candlelit services in our beautiful Chapel offer a more 
intimate worship experience in the midst of our hectic lives.
“Table to Table” continues on Wednesday evenings through  

March 29. You are invited to gather at table for a church family 
dinner in the Parish Hall at 6:00 p.m. before gathering at the 

Lord’s Table in worship at 7:00 p.m. You are welcome to come  
for dinner or worship, or both. Please RSVP for dinner by the 
Sunday prior. A freewill offering will be received to offset the 

costs of the meal. Nursery care will be provided during vespers.

Please see page 2 for Lenten Vespers in the Sanctuary.  

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Wednesday, February 1 
March issue

Wednesday, March 1 
April issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Live Worship Webcast

Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

View our worship livestream at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live.  
If you are not able to gather 
on-site with us, we hope you 
will gather with us in spirit.
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https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

