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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.

If you are worshiping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing the 
form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Concerning Communion: We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from home and 
those worshiping in the Sanctuary.  Please read the information on page 8 to learn about your options for 
partaking in this morning’s celebration of the Sacrament.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those who 
are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nursery downstairs.  Pagers 
are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to report 
directly to the Nursery downstairs.  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend worship and may exit 
with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian education.  (If you are a first-
time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning to the Sanctuary.)  After worship, 
families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the month, all children are invited to remain 
in worship through the entire service for Communion.  Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed 
for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex at the 
back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your hearing device 
in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of the 
Sanctuary.

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church records 
its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, please see 
an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has established 
masking protocols based on the community level of COVID-19 in Allegheny County.  (Please see page 10 
for details.)  To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and 
remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of vaccination status.  Please know that the church 
is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before 
and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Three settings of “The Old Year Now Has Passed Away” Johann Sebastian Bach

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross
Pastor:    Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights!
People:   Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praises, all you heavenly host!
Pastor:    Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praises, all you shining stars!
People:   Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, sing praises, you waters above the heavens!
Pastor:    Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
People:   Praise the Lord, fire and hail, snow and fog, mountains and hills, wild 

beasts and wingèd birds!
Pastor:    Sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, old and young together —
People:   Praise the Lord! Based upon Psalm 148

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  58
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks Winchester Old

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   J. Davis Creach

s ORISON  (sung by congregation and choir) Mendelssohn  (Hymn no. 31, v. 3)
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  Light and life 
to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings.  Mild He lays His glory by, born 
that we no more may die; born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
 Text: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.  Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840;  

arranged by William Hayman Cummings, 1855.

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (spoken in unison) 
Light of the world, You who bear the dawn to us; we recall today how terrible is 
the darkness You were born to overcome.  We confess to You our fear of death and 
destruction, the violence we allow, and the suffering we inflict upon others.  We 
confess to You our ingrained prejudices, our failures to be merciful, and tragedies too 
often of our own making.  We confess to You how desperately we need You.  By Your 
presence, Lord, save us.  By Your steadfast love, light our way. 

The Reverend Carla Pratt Keyes, Call to Worship Vol. 41.1

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.
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 SILENT CONFESSION   

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Tempus adest floridum  (Hymn no. 27, v. 1)
Gentle Mary laid her Child lowly in a manger; there He lay, the undefiled, to the 
world a stranger.  Such a babe in such a place, can He be the Savior?  Ask the saved of 
all the race who have found His favor.
 Text:  Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919.  Music: Piae Cantiones, 1582; arr. Ernest C. MacMillan, 1930.   

Words copyright © 1956, 1958 by Gordon V. Thompson, Ltd., Toronto, Canada.   
International copyright secured.  Used by permission of Carl Fischer, Inc., New York,  

agents on behalf of Alta Lind Cook and Gordon V. Thompson, Ltd.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s	 HYMN  28
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice In dulci jubilo

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE  
Isaiah 60:1-6 page 690 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Leader:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

	 HYMN  30
Born in the Night, Mary’s Child (Mary’s Child)

 GOSPEL  
Matthew 2:1-12 page 2 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross
By Another Road

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  68
What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright Puer nobis nascitur
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s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   |  The Nicene Creed  (Ecumenical) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through Him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake He was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM 
Sussex Carol Traditional 17th-century English carol, arr. June Nixon
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring.  News of great joy, news 
of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.  Then why should men on earth be so sad, since 
our Redeemer made us glad, when from our sin He set us free, all for to gain our liberty.  When 
sin departs before His grace, then life and health come in its place.  Angels and men with joy may 
sing all for to see the newborn King.  All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels 
sing this night: “Glory to God and peace to men, now and for evermore!”  Amen.

 Text attributed to Luke Wadding, Small Garland of Pious and Godly Songs, 1684

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
The InvITaTIon To The Table	

The eucharIsTIc Prayer 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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  . . . Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

MeMorIal acclaMaTIon

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
  . . . Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all glory and honor 

are Yours, eternal God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Words of InsTITuTIon 
coMMunIon of The PeoPle  

At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to 
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available 
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 8 for further details.

MusIc durIng coMMunIon 
Schlafendes Jesuskind  (The Sleeping Christ Child) Hugo Wolf

Meghan DeWald Althouse, soprano
Son of the Virgin, Heavenly Child!  Asleep on the ground, on the wood of suffering, which 
the pious painter, in meaningful play, has laid beneath Thy gentle dreams; O Flower, still 
the Glory of God the Father!  Though still hidden in the dark bud!  Ah, if one could see what 
pictures, behind this brow and these dark lashes, are reflected in gentle succession!

 Text: Eduard Mörike. Translation: Richard Stokes.

  . . . Therefore we praise You, joining our voices with the heavenly choirs and with all the 
faithful of every time and place, who sing to the glory of Your name:

 sancTus  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson
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Prayer of resPonse and The lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

s	 HYMN  56
The First Nowell The First Nowell

1.  The first Nowell the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay akeeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
(Refrain:) Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 

2.  They lookèd up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.  (Refrain)

3.  And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.  (Refrain)

4.  This star drew nigh to the northwest;
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
And there it did both stop and stay, 
Right over the place where Jesus lay.  (Refrain)

Text: English carol, 17th century.  Music: English carol, Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833.

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Johann Walther

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 
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About Communion

If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary this morning, several options will be offered for Communion.

• Ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle.  At the front of the Sanctuary, you will 
receive a piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion servers.  After communing, 
please return to your seat using the side aisles.

• If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, we will be glad to bring the elements to you.  Alternatively, 
you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  

• Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely this morning, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or 
matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so.  Even 
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.

Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this morning, we remain in full 
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of Patrick H. Thomson,  
Anne Darsie Thomson, and Robert N. Thomson.

This morning, we welcome J. Davis Creach as a liturgist in worship.  Davis is a member of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church and a first-year student in the Master of Divinity program at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary.  As he enters into the ordination process, he will be under the care of our Session.

Communion Servers:  Elder Laura C. Duncan, Elder Carla M. Gedman, Deacon John H. Harrison,  
Elder Beatrice P. Jones, Elder Gail N. Jones, and Elder Susan F. Thomson.

Ushers: W. Dennis Bossick, Daniel Giosta, Robert B. Luthultz, and Sharon L. Luthultz.  Coordinators:   
Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, Mark A. Krofchik, Robert P. O’Neil, 
and Carey T. Vinson.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Music in a Great Space Concert

··········  Sunday, February 5, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

The IonSound Project presents Snapshots:  
Spain and Latin America, a program including 

music of Maurice Ravel and Astor Piazzolla.   
No tickets needed; donations appreciated.

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel

··········  Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

These thirty-minute candlelight services, with 
Communion, offer a more intimate worship 

experience in the midst of our hectic lives.  
Childcare is provided.  Vespers resume Jan. 11.
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesday, January 4.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 11, at 
7:00 p.m., with Table to Table prior at 6:00 p.m.

Christian Education Classes for all ages will resume on Sunday, January 8, at 10:00 a.m.

Stewardship Reminder – We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.  If 
you have not submitted your pledge form, please remember to return it soon.  Additional pledge forms 
are located in the pew racks, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium.  You also may submit your pledge confidentially 
through the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.

Table to Table: Dinner and Vespers – You are invited to gather at table for a church family dinner before 
gathering at the Lord’s Table in worship on Wednesday evenings, resuming January 11.  Enjoy fellowship 
over a delicious meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers at 
7:00 p.m.  You are welcome to come for dinner or worship, or both.  Please make your dinner reservation 
by signing up in the Sharp Atrium by the Sunday prior.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the 
costs of the meal.  Nursery care will be provided during vespers.  (Table to Table will not occur on January 4.)

New Study for “Women at the Well” in January – Women of all ages are welcome to gather with the “Women 
at the Well” for in-depth Bible study, discussion, and fellowship.  In general, the group meets on the second 
and fourth Thursday of each month from 10:30 a.m. to noon in the Craig Room, but please check the calendar 
for exceptions.  Our next gathering occurs Thursday, January 12, when we begin our new study of the book 
of Deuteronomy.  For more information, please contact Susan Meadowcroft through the church office. 

This Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to an all-church day of service 
in partnership with East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM). We will gather at the church at 2:00 p.m.  
on Monday, January 16, to prepare the evening meal for the EECM shelter. That evening, at 5:30 p.m., 
we will meet at the EECM Community House (6140 Station Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206) in East Liberty 
to serve dinner to shelter guests. To participate, please sign up online or contact the church office.  
For further information, please contact the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith or Deacon Adam Loucks 
through the church office.

Malawi Mission Meal – Following worship on Sunday, January 22, join us for a congregational luncheon in 
the Parish Hall, where Elder Don Coffelt, Elder Susan Weber Balaan, and the Reverend Austin Crenshaw 
Shelley will share their experiences of Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s mission partnership in Malawi.  
Don’t miss this opportunity to sample nsima (a traditional Malawian dish) and kambuzi (a hot sauce made 
from kambuzi peppers).  You also may expect to see the chitenge (traditional celebratory clothing) designed 
by Mayi Abusa Rose Maganga (Pastor Joseph’s wife) and to hear a bit of the abiding history and promising 
future of this partnership that is more than three decades in the making.  Please make your luncheon 
reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office.  A freewill offering will 
be received to offset the costs of the meal.

News and Notes
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Bedding and Pillow Collection – During the month of January, Shadyside Presbyterian Church will hold 
its annual bedding and pillow collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh, one of our local mission partners.  
Most-needed items include gender-neutral bedding and complete bedding sets for mattress sizes  
twin/single, full/double, and queen.  All pillows must be new by state law.  Towels, washcloths, and blankets 
of all sizes (especially queen) also are welcome.  Please label all donations with the appropriate size and bring 
them to the church on or before Tuesday, January 31.  A collection bin for the contributions will be located 
in the Sharp Atrium.  Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

Nursery School Registering Students for 2023-2024 – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
(SPCNS) offers developmentally appropriate classes on weekday mornings (September through May) for 
two-, three-, four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds.  Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for 
the 2023-2024 school year.  Returning students, siblings, SPC members, and alumni families receive 
enrollment preference.  Please call Director Liz Buchanan at 412-681-6311, or visit the school’s website: 
shadysideschool.org.

The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) is comprised of nine members of the congregation: 
Robert W. Anderson, Laura C. Duncan, Timothy C. Engleman, Robert B. Luthultz, Daniel S. Potter,  
Robert B. Reppe, Melissa A. Rychener, Jee Eun Song, and Mary Margaret M. Stamy.  You may contact them 
at pnc@shadysidepres.org.  Please continue to pray for them as they work to discern whom God is calling 
to serve our church as Associate Pastor for Missions and Campus Ministry.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

Masking Protocol – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force has established guidelines 
for indoor masking, consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
When the COVID-19 community level in Allegheny County is red (high), masks are required inside the 
church building; when yellow (medium), masks are suggested inside the church building; and when green 
(low), each individual may make a personal decision about masking.  To provide a safer area for those who 
are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts of 
the Sanctuary, regardless of vaccination status.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel 
may be unmasked at times to carry out their worship responsibilities.  On Saturdays, please check either 
the CDC website or the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.  Thank you for your patience 
and for prioritizing the well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

https://www.shadysideschool.org
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Church Calendar
··········  January 1 – 8  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online
January 1  First Sunday of Christmas
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall

MONDAY  Building and Office Closed

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY 5:30 p.m. Communications Committee in the Hulme Room and via Zoom
  7:45 p.m. Board of Deacons in the Hulme Room and via Zoom Videoconferencing

THURSDAY 5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library and via Zoom Videoconferencing

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m.  Christian Education Classes for All Ages
January 8 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — Baptism of the Lord 

Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
  11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays) in the Youth Room

Sunday, January 1
Psalms 98; 150
Isaiah 62:6-7, 10-12
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 1:18-25

Monday, January 2
Psalms 48; 145
Genesis 12:1-7
Hebrews 11:1-12
John 6:35-42, 48-51

Tuesday, January 3
Psalms 111; 146
Genesis 28:10-22
Hebrews 11:13-22
John 10:7-17

Wednesday, January 4
Psalms 20; 147:1-11
Exodus 3:1-5
Hebrews 11:23-31
John 14:6-14

Thursday, January 5
Psalms 99; 147:12-20
Joshua 1:1-9
Hebrews 11:32–12:2
John 15:1-16

Friday, January 6
Psalms 72; 148
Isaiah 52:7-10
Revelation 21:22-27
Matthew 12:14-21

Saturday, January 7
Psalms 46; 149
Isaiah 52:3-6
Revelation 2:1-7
John 2:1-11

Sunday, January 8
Psalms 104; 150
Isaiah 40:1-11
Hebrews 1:1-12
John 1:1-7, 19-20, 29-34

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  January 1 – 8  ··········
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