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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.

If you are worshiping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nursery downstairs.  
Pagers are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to 
report directly to the Nursery downstairs.  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend worship 
and may exit with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian education.  
(If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning to the 
Sanctuary.)  After worship, families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the month, 
all children are invited to remain in worship through the entire service for Communion.  Worship 
activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back 
of the Sanctuary.

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has 
established masking protocols based on the community level of COVID-19 in Allegheny County.   
(Please see page 13 for more.)  To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, please maintain 
social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of vaccination status.   
Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for cleaning and 
sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Appalachian Christmas Carols  (After John Jacob Niles) Vincent Persichetti

Ellen Fast and Justin M. Wallace, piano

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES and CALL TO WORSHIP  
Ms. Karla T. Byrd, Deacon; Ms. Sonia Duncan; and Mr. Adam D. Loucks, Deacon

Leader:    The prophet Isaiah declares, “Behold, a virgin is with child, and shall bear a Son;

People:   And shall call His name Immanuel, our God is with us.
Leader:    We light this candle as a sign of hope that God in Christ, through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, is pleased to dwell among God’s people on earth as among the hosts of 
heaven.

People:   O God whose promised presence we await, enter into the world You so love 
and there proclaim, “Peace be within you.”

All:    Let us worship God! Based upon Isaiah 7:14 and Psalm 122:8

	 CAROL IN PROCESSION
Once in Royal David’s City Irby

Gail E. Roup, soprano; Jolanta Doherty, alto; Brian C. Doherty, baritone; and Hayden Keefer, bass

1.  (SOLO) Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child.

2.  (QUARTET) He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and mean and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

s	 		 Organ Interlude

3.   (ALL) For He is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us He grew, 
He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us He knew: 
And He feeleth for our sadness, and He shareth in our gladness.

4.  (ALL) And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love,
For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.
  (The carol continues on page 4.)
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5.  (ALL) Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in heaven set at God’s right hand on high; 
Where like stars His children crowned all in white shall wait around.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–1895).   
Music: Henry John Gauntlett, 1849.  Harmonization: Arthur Henry Mann, 1919.

 WELCOME  The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith

	 BIDDING PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL  (seated)
Of the Father’s Love Begotten Divinum mysterium
1.  Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore.

2. O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; angel hosts, His praises sing; 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him and extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, ev’ry voice in concert ring, 
Evermore and evermore.

3. Christ, to Thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be: 
Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory, 
Evermore and evermore.  Amen.

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348–413).  Translation: John Mason Neale, 1854,  
and Henry Williams Baker, 1859.  Music: Plainsong, Mode V.  Harmonization:  

C. Winfred Douglas, 1940.  Music © 1943, 1961, 1985 Church Pension Fund.

 FIRST LESSON Mr. Daniel S. Potter, Deacon 
Genesis 3 page 2 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s 
head.
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 CHOIR CAROL 

Adam Lay Ybounden  Joel Martinson

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond; four thousand winter thought he not too long.  And all 
was for an apple, an apple that he took, as clerkès finden written in their book.  Ne had the apple 
taken been, the apple taken been, ne had never our lady abeen heavené queen.  Blessed be the time 
that apple taken was, therefore we moun singen, Deo gratias! 

Text: English carol, 15th century

 SECOND LESSON Mr. Ace Overstrom 
Genesis 22 page 17 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.

s	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL  (please see page 16 of this bulletin)
Upon That Lonely Mountaintop Moriah

During the final verse of the carol, children who are participating in children’s worship activities  
are invited to leave through the Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest,  

please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning to the Sanctuary.)

 THIRD LESSON Mr. Jonathan P. Stamy 
Isaiah 60 page 690 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

The prophet in exile foresees the coming of the glory of the Lord.

 CHOIR CAROL 
Prepare the Way, O Zion Robert Lau

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near.  Let every hill and valley, a level way appear.  
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.  O blest is Christ that came in God’s 
most holy name.  He brings God’s rule, O Zion, He comes from heaven above.  His rule is peace 
and freedom, and justice, truth, and love.  Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy 
abounding.  Fling wide your gates, O Zion, your Savior’s rule embrace, and tidings of salvation 
proclaim in every place.  All lands will bow rejoicing, their voices will adore Him.

Text: Frans Michael Franzén  (1771–1847)

 FOURTH LESSON Dr. Margaret A. Ross Mehl, Elder 
Isaiah 11 page 640 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
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	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL  (seated)
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Es ist ein’ Ros’
1.  Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!

Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as seers of old have sung.
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

2.  Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

3.  O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
Dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere;
True Man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us,
And share our every load.

Text: Stanzas 1-2, German carol, 15th century; translation: Theodore Baker (1851–1934), alt. 
Stanza 3, Friedrich Layritz, 1875; translation: Harriet Reynolds Krauth.   

Music: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Cologne, 1599;  
arranged by Michael Praetorius, 1609.

 FIFTH LESSON The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith 
Luke 1 page 56 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

The angel Gabriel visits the Blessed Virgin Mary.

s	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL  (please see page 17 of this bulletin)
Still Was the Air Fra Angelico

 SIXTH LESSON Mr. Scott K. Stolte 
Luke 2 page 58 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL  (seated)
Away in a Manger Cradle Song

1.  Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
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2.  The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3.  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.

Text: Stanzas 1-2, Little Children’s Book for Schools and Families, ca. 1885.
Stanza 3, Gabriel’s Vineyard Songs, 1892.  Music: William James Kirkpatrick, 1895.

 SEVENTH LESSON The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross 
Luke 2 page 58 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

The shepherds go to the manger.

s	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL
Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria

1.  Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
(Refrain:)  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

2.  Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song?  (Refrain)

3.  Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.  (Refrain)

Text: French carol.  Translation: James Chadwick (1813–1882), alt.  Music: French carol,  
arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937.  Copyright © 1937, renewed 1965, Fleming H. Revell Company,  

H. Augustine Smith Jr., from the New Church Hymnal.  All rights reserved.

 EIGHTH LESSON Mr. Terrence H. Murphy, Elder 
Matthew 2 page 2 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
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s	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL
The First Nowell The First Nowell

Meghan DeWald Althouse, soprano

1.  (SOLO) The first Nowell the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay akeeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
(Refrain:) Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 

2.  (TREBLE VOICES) They lookèd up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.  (Refrain)

3.  (BASS VOICES) And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.  (Refrain)

4.  (ALL) Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n and earth of nought, 
And with His blood our life hath bought.  (Refrain)

Text: English carol, 17th century.  Music: English carol, Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833.

 OFFERING ANTHEM
A Boy Is Born Elis Pehkonen
Unto us a Boy is born, King of all creation: Came He to a world forlorn, Lord of every nation.  
Cradled in a stall was He ’midst the cows and asses; but the very beasts could see He all men 
surpasses.  Herod then with fear was filled: “A prince,” he said, “in Jewry!”  All the little boys he 
killed at Bethl’em in his fury.  Now may Mary’s Son, who came long ago to love us, lead us all with 
hearts aflame to the joys above us.  Omega and Alpha He!  Let the organ thunder, while the choir 
with peals of glee rends the air asunder.
 Text: Moosburg Gradual, circa 1360

 NINTH LESSON The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley 
John 1 page 91 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
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s	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL
O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste fideles

1. (ALL) O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!  
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!  (Refrain:) 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

2. (TREBLE VOICES) Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!  
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!  
Glory to God—, in— the— highest!  (Refrain) 

3. (BASS VOICES) Lo!  Star-led chieftains, Magi, Christ-adoring,  
Offer Him in—cense, gold—, and myrrh.  
We, to the Christ Child, bring our hearts’ oblations.  (Refrain)

4. (ALL) Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning,  
Jesus, to Thee— be all glo—ry giv’n;  
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  (Refrain)

Text: John Francis Wade (1711–1786).  Translation: Frederick Oakeley, 1841.   
Music: John Francis Wade.  Harmonization: The English Hymnal, 1906.

s	 COLLECT and BLESSING  
Minister:   The Lord be with you.

All:    And with thy spirit.

Minister:   Let us pray.  O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 
Thine only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive Him for our Redeemer, 
so we may with sure confidence behold Him, when He shall come to be our Judge; 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.

All:    Amen.

Minister:   Christ, who by His incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant 
you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine 
nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always.

All:    Amen.
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s	 CONGREGATIONAL CAROL
Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn

1.  Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
(Refrain:) Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time, behold Him come, Offspring of the virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  (Refrain)

3.  Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die;
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  (Refrain)

 Text: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.  Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840;  
arranged by William Hayman Cummings, 1855.

 POSTLUDE
In dulci jubilo  BWV 729 Johann Sebastian Bach

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Richard D. Baker Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Baker, and Susan Dunstan Baker.

Ushers: Robert B. Luthultz, Sharon L. Luthultz, and Terrence H. Murphy.  Coordinators:  Mark G. Allston, 
Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, Mark A. Krofchik, Robert P. O’Neil, and Carey T. Vinson.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Parking Reminder – As more on-site events return to the church building and in-person attendance increases, 
please be mindful to park your vehicle in a way that preserves accessibility and extends courtesy to our 
neighbors.  We particularly remind parishioners not to park on sidewalks and not to block the driveways 
of any of the residents surrounding the church.  Thank you for helping us to demonstrate a respectful and 
neighborly spirit in this regard.

Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take time to sign these care letters, 
which are a ministry supported by Shadyside’s Board of Deacons.

If you use offering envelopes, they will be available in the Sharp Atrium today and Sunday, December 25.  
Please help the church to economize on mailing costs by picking up your envelopes.

New Seasonal Video – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) Communications Committee has created 
a new seasonal video which can be seen on the homepage of the SPC website.  We also have posted it on the 
church Facebook page and YouTube channel, where we hope all Facebook and YouTube users will view, “like,” 
comment, and share it with friends and neighbors.  It’s an easy way to invite friends to join us, either in 
person or online, for worship and other fellowship and outreach opportunities.  This video is part of the 
Communications Committee’s continuing initiative to spread the good news about our community of 
faith through social media.  We would appreciate your help, and we welcome your feedback, which may be 
shared with us via email: info@shadysidepres.org.

The Giving Tree – The Missions Committee of Shadyside Presbyterian Church thanks you for your generosity 
with the Giving Tree project in partnership with Sojourner House and the Pennsylvania Organization for 
Women in Early Recovery (POWER).  Wrapped gifts should be returned to the church by noon on Monday, 
December 19.  Your kindness is greatly appreciated.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  For more information, 
please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office. 

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 21 and 28, 2022, and Wednesday, January 4, 
2023.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 11, at 7:00 p.m., with Table to Table prior at 6:00 p.m.

Christian Education Classes will not be held at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 25, 2022, and Sunday,  
January 1, 2023.  Education classes for all ages will resume on Sunday, January 8, at 10:00 a.m.

News and Notes
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Pledges and Year-End Giving – As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have fully 
contributed your pledge amount for this current year.  For those of you who are in a position to make 
additional year-end charitable contributions, please remember the church in your giving.  All gifts and 
contributions intended for calendar year 2022 need to be received by noon on Thursday, December 29, 
in order to be included in this year.  Looking ahead, the Stewardship Committee gratefully acknowledges 
the many pledge forms that have been received.  As of Monday, December 12, the Finance Office reports 
having received 131 pledges for 2023 totaling $571,020.  At this time last year, 126 pledges had been received, 
representing a total of $530,516.  If you have not made your pledge for 2023, please do so by returning your 
form to the church, or pledge online confidentially by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.  We deeply 
appreciate the faithful stewardship that has been demonstrated through the pledges already dedicated to 
support the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church in the year ahead.

Nursery School Registering Students for 2023-2024 – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
(SPCNS) offers developmentally appropriate classes on weekday mornings (September through May) for 
two-, three-, four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds.  Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for 
the 2023-2024 school year.  Returning students, siblings, SPC members, and alumni families receive 
enrollment preference.  Please call Director Liz Buchanan at 412-681-6311, or visit the school’s website: 
shadysideschool.org.

The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) is comprised of nine members of the congregation: 
Robert W. Anderson, Laura C. Duncan, Timothy C. Engleman, Robert B. Luthultz, Daniel S. Potter,  
Robert B. Reppe, Melissa A. Rychener, Jee Eun Song, and Mary Margaret M. Stamy.  You may contact them 
at pnc@shadysidepres.org.  Please continue to pray for them as they work to discern whom God is calling 
to serve our church as Associate Pastor for Missions and Campus Ministry.

Caring for Our Congregation – The pastors, staff, elders, Board of Deacons, and Care Team of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church are continuing to care for members of our congregation who are in need of support 
due to sickness, isolation, grief, or distress, or who are hurting in other ways.  We are encouraging members 
to make us aware of such needs for themselves or on behalf of a fellow congregant who could benefit from 
the sharing of God’s love through the church’s various ministries of care and support.  To help us extend 
our reach within our community of faith, please contact the church office.

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.
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Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

Masking Protocol – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force has established guidelines 
for indoor masking, consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
When the COVID-19 community level in Allegheny County is red (high), masks are required inside the 
church building; when yellow (medium), masks are suggested inside the church building; and when green 
(low), each individual may make a personal decision about masking.  To provide a safer area for those who 
are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts of 
the Sanctuary, regardless of vaccination status.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel 
may be unmasked at times to carry out their worship responsibilities.  On Saturdays, please check either 
the CDC website or the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.  Thank you for your patience 
and for prioritizing the well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

Refugee Assistance Update

The refugee family we have served since September is moving to Massachusetts to take advantage of an 
opportunity to be closer to loved ones.  We are proud to have witnessed this family’s growing understanding 
of our culture, their English language skills, and their confidence to be fully realized citizens of this country.  
We are sad that we will not continue to be their partner, but we are grateful to have been part of their journey.

Our Refugee Resettlement Team is now preparing for another family to arrive in Pittsburgh in early December.  
This is a young couple with a baby girl under six months old, with unique needs which are different from 
our prior family.  Given our renewed startup costs to build the relationship with this family, please consider 
contributing to a special collection during this holiday season using the instructions below.

• To make a financial contribution, please make checks payable to Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 
with “Refugee Assistance” in the memo line.  Alternatively, visit www.shadysidepres.org/give, click  
“Give Now,” then choose “Spec. Mission Programs” in the drop-down fund menu and “Refugee Assistance” 
in the memo line.

• If you have clothes for children between six and eighteen months, including sweaters and hats, and other 
items appropriate for children under one year old, such as disposable diapers and baby wipes, please 
contact Elder Laura Duncan through the church office.

• If you are interested in directly serving a stranger and their family, please contact Elder Laura Duncan 
through the church office.  Individuals able to drive or ride the bus during a weekday, or able to accompany 
our family for medical appointments, are especially needed.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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History of the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at King’s College, Cambridge, was first held on Christmas Eve 1918.  
It was planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four had just been appointed Dean of King’s 
after experience as an army chaplain which had convinced him that the Church of England needed more 
imaginative worship.  (He devised King’s Advent Carol Service in 1934, and was a liturgical pioneer and 
authority during his twenty-two years as Dean of York.)  The music was then directed by Arthur Henry Mann, 
organist from 1876 to 1929.  The choir included sixteen trebles as laid down in King Henry VI’s statutes, but 
until 1927 the men’s voices were provided partly by Choral Scholars and partly by older Lay Clerks, and not, 
as now, by fourteen undergraduates.

A revision of the Order of Service was made in 1919, involving rearrangement of the lessons, and from that 
date the service has always begun with the hymn “Once in Royal David’s City.”  In almost every year, some 
carols have been changed and some new ones introduced by successive organists: Arthur Henry Mann;  
Boris Ord, 1929–1957; Harold Darke (his substitute during the war), 1940–1945; Sir David Willcocks, 1957–1973; 
Philip Ledger, 1974–1982; and, from 1982, Stephen Cleobury.  The backbone of the service, the lessons and 
the prayers, has remained virtually unchanged.

The original service was, in fact, adapted from an Order drawn up by E.W. Benson, later Archbishop of 
Canterbury, for use in the wooden shed, which then served as his cathedral in Truro, at 10:00 p.m. on  
Christmas Eve 1880.  A.C. Benson recalled: “My father arranged from ancient sources a little service for 
Christmas Eve — nine carols and nine tiny lessons, which were read by various officers of the church, beginning 
with a chorister, and ending, through the different grades, with the Bishop.”  The suggestion had come from 
G.H.S. Walpole, later Bishop of Edinburgh.

Almost immediately, other churches adapted the service for their own use.  A wider frame began to grow 
when the service was first broadcast in 1928, and, with the exception of 1930, it has been broadcast annually, 
even during the Second World War, when the ancient glass (and also all heat) had been removed from the 
Chapel and the name of King’s could not be broadcast for security reasons.  Sometime in the early 1930s, the 
BBC began broadcasting the service on overseas programs.  It is estimated that there are millions of listeners 
worldwide, including those to Radio Four in the United Kingdom.  In recent years, it has become the practice 
to broadcast a digital recording on Christmas Day on Radio Three, and since 1963 a shorter service has been 
filmed periodically for television.  Recordings of carols by Decca and EMI have also served to spread its fame.

In these and other ways, the service has become public property.  From time to time, the College receives copies 
of services held, for example, in the West Indies or the Far East, and these show how widely the tradition has 
spread.  The broadcasts, too, have become part of Christmas for many far from Cambridge.  One correspondent 
writes that he heard the service in a tent on the foothills of Everest; another, in the desert.  Many listen at 
home, busy about their own preparations for Christmas.  Visitors from all over the world are heard to identify 
the Chapel as “the place where the carols are sung.”
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Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, whether the music is provided by choir or congregation, 
the pattern and strength of the service, as Dean Milner-White pointed out, derive from the lessons and not the 
music.  “The main theme is the development of the loving purposes of God . . .” seen “through the windows and 
words of the Bible.”  Local interests appear, as they do here, in the bidding prayer, and personal circumstances 
give point to different parts of the service.  Many of those who took part in the first service must have recalled 
those killed in the Great War when it came to the famous passage “all those who rejoice with us but on another 
shore and in a greater light.”  The center of the service is still found by those who “go in heart and mind” and 
who consent to follow where the story leads.

To-night ungather’d let us leave
This laurel, let this holly stand:
We live within the stranger’s land,
And strangely falls our Christmas-eve.

Our father’s dust is left alone
And silent under other snows:
There in due time the woodbine blows,
The violet comes, but we are gone.

Let cares that petty shadows cast,
By which our lives are chiefly proved,
A little spare the night I loved,
And hold it solemn to the past.

But let no footstep beat the floor,
Nor bowl of wassail mantle warm;
For who would keep an ancient form
Thro’ which the spirit breathes no more?

Be neither song, nor game, nor feast;
Nor harp be touch’d, nor flute be blown;
No dance, no motion, save alone
What lightens in the lucid east

Of rising worlds by yonder wood.
Long sleeps the summer in the seed;
Run out your measured arcs, and lead
The closing cycle rich in good.

“In Memoriam,” CV — Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Text adapted from the website of King’s College, Cambridge: www.kings.cam.ac.uk
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Upon That Lonely Mountaintop
MORIAH

Text: Mark A. Boyle Music: Mark A. Anderson

(  The Lord will provide.)
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Still Was the Air
FRA  ANGELICO

Text: Cynthia A. Jarvis Music: Mark A. Anderson
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The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir
Mark A. Anderson, conductor  • Justin M. Wallace, assistant organist

Meghan DeWald Althouse †

Geoffrey Arnold
Loghan Bazan Wright
Jane M. Boyle
Mark A. Boyle
Jamie N. Burrows
Karen B. Crenshaw
Brian C. Doherty †

Jolanta Doherty †

Ashley Episcopo
Ellen Fast
Llewellyn Gravely
Hayden Keefer †

Meredith Kelly
Jennifer LaRocco
Kathy Linger

Christopher Longo
Christopher Lynch
Margaret A. Ross Mehl
Boyd S. Murray
Timothy E. Nye
Betty Jo C. Rieley
Anastasia Robinson
Gail E. Roup †

Sam Sartore
Micah McBride Shelley
Jeff Siegfried
Lloyd F. Stamy Jr.
Richard A. Walker
Chloe Weiss

†   Soloists for this morning’s service

2022–2023 Concert Season
Sunday, February 5, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. 

Snapshots: Spain and Latin America — IonSound Project
No tickets required for admission; donations appreciated.

Sunday, March 5, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. 
The True Story of Cinderella and Further Adventures of Alice — The Pittsburgh Camerata

Tickets available from www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

Sunday, March 19, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. 
Richard K. Fitzgerald, organist 

Co-sponsored by the Organ Artists Series of Pittsburgh  
Tickets available from www.organseries.com or at the door.

Wednesday, June 7, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
Welcome, Summer — The Pittsburgh Camerata

Tickets available from www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

Wednesday, June 14, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
New York Polyphony

Tickets available from the Shadyside Presbyterian Church office; cost: $20 each.

Music in a Great space

For more information, please call 412.682.4300, or visit www.shadysidepres.org.  Receive e-mail announcements  
from Shadyside’s Music Ministry by emailing info@shadysidepres.org with “Subscribe Music List” in the subject line.

The Music in a Great Space concert series is made possible by a grant from the William E. Saul Fund  
of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church, an endowment created by Mr. Saul in memory of his mother, Lydia Schulze Saul.

··········  The Concert Series at Shadyside Presbyterian Church  ··········



Sunday, December 18, 2022 19

Church Calendar
··········  December 18 – 25  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m. Service of Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary and Online — 
December 18  Fourth Sunday of Advent
  11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
  12:00 p.m. Deacons in the Kitchen
  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays) in the Youth Room

MONDAY 10:00 a.m. Audit Committee in the Craig Room
  5:30 p.m. EECM Shelter Dinner Volunteers at EECM, 6140 Station Street

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

THURSDAY 5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library and via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel

FRIDAY 12:30 p.m. Office and Building Closed

SATURDAY 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Early Service in the Sanctuary and Online
  8:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in the Sanctuary and Online —  

Extended Prelude for Choir and Harp begins at 7:40 p.m.

SUNDAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — Nativity of the Lord
December 25  Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
  11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall

Sunday, December 18
Psalms 24; 150
Isaiah 11:1-9
Ephesians 6:10-20
John 3:16-21

Monday, December 19
Psalms 122; 145
Isaiah 11:10-16
Revelation 20:1-10
John 5:30-47

Tuesday, December 20
Psalms 33; 146
Isaiah 28:9-22
Revelation 20:11–21:8
Luke 1:5-25

Wednesday, December 21
Psalms 50; 147:1-11
Isaiah 29:9-24
Revelation 21:9-21
Luke 1:26-38

Thursday, December 22
Psalms 18:1-20; 147:12-20
Isaiah 31:1-9
Revelation 21:22–22:5
Luke 1:39-48a (48b-56)

Friday, December 23
Psalms 102; 148
Isaiah 33:17-22
Revelation 22:6-11, 18-20
Luke 1:57-66

Saturday, December 24
Psalms 90; 149
Isaiah 35:1-10
Revelation 22:12-17, 21
Luke 1:67-80

Sunday, December 25
Psalms 2; 150
Zechariah 2:10-13
1 John 4:7-16
John 3:31-36

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  December 18 – 25  ··········
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Christmas Eve

· · · · · · · · · ·   Saturday, December 24, in the Sanctuary and Online  · · · · · · · · · ·

Early Service at 4:00 p.m. 
This service appeals to congregants of all ages and lasts approximately 45 minutes.

Candlelight Service at 8:00 p.m. 
This beloved traditional service is preceded by an extended prelude for choir and harp beginning at 7:40 p.m.  

and concludes with a ceremony of lights as the congregation sings “Silent Night.”


