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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

If you are a guest with us this evening, our ushers are available to assist you.

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Concerning Communion – We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from 
home and those worshiping in the Sanctuary.  Please read the information on page 7 to learn about 
your options for partaking in this evening’s celebration of the Sacrament.

Children in Worship – A cry room is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex  
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Worship activity bags for children are available in the Narthex.  

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back 
of the Sanctuary. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has 
established masking protocols based on the community level of COVID-19 in Allegheny County, 
consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  When the 
COVID-19 community level in Allegheny County is red (high), masks are required inside the church 
building; when yellow (medium), masks are suggested inside the church building; and when green 
(low), each individual may make a personal decision about masking.  To provide a safer area for those 
who are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the 
transepts, regardless of vaccination status.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel 
may be unmasked at times to carry out their worship responsibilities.  On Saturdays, please check 
either the CDC website or the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.  Thank you for 
your patience and for prioritizing the well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 CHORAL PRELUDE  
Selections from Dancing Day, a Cycle of Carols John Rutter

The Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir
Angelus ad Virginem  (The Angel Came to the Virgin) Traditional 14th-century melody

(Verse 1:) Angelus ad virginem subintrans in conclave, virginis formidinem demulcens inquit 
“Ave! Ave, regina virginum; caeli terraeque Dominum concipies et paries intacta salutem 
hominum; tu porta caeli facta, medela criminum.”  (Verse 2, translation of verse 1:)  Th’angel 
to the virgin said, ent’ring into her bower, for dread of quaking of this maid, he said “Hail!” 
with great honoure.  “Hail!  Be thou queen of maidens mo, Lord of heaven and earth also, 
conceive thou shalt, and bear withal the Lord of might, Heal of all mankind.  He will make 
the gate of heaven bright, Med’cine of all our sin.”  (Verse 3:)  “How can I conceive, when I have 
never known a man?  How can I transgress resolutions that I have vowed with a firm mind?”  
“The grace of the Holy Spirit shall do all this.  Do not be afraid, but rejoice without a care, 
since your chastity will remain in you unspoilt through the power of God.”

Text: 14th century

A Virgin Most Pure Traditional English melody

A virgin most pure, as the prophets do tell, hath brought forth a baby, as it hath befel, to be 
our Redeemer from death, hell, and sin, which Adam’s transgression hath wrappèd us in.
(Refrain:)  Aye and therefore be merry, rejoice and be you merry, set sorrows aside; Christ Jesus 
our Saviour was born on this tide.  At Bethlem in Jewry a city there was, where Joseph and 
Mary together did pass, and there to be taxed with many one mo’, for Caesar commanded the 
same should be so.  But when they had ent’red the city so fair, a number of people so mighty 
was there, that Joseph and Mary, whose substance was small, could find in the inn there no 
lodging at all.  Then they were constrain’d in a stable to lie, where oxen and asses they used for 
to tie; their lodging so simple, they held it no scorn, but against the next morning our Saviour 
was born.  The King of all glory to the world being brought, small store of fine linen to wrap 
Him was sought; and when she had swaddled her young Son so sweet, within an oxmanger she 
laid Him to sleep.  Then God sent an angel from heaven so high, to certain poor shepherds in 
fields where they lie, and bade them no longer in sorrow to stay, because that our Saviour was 
born on this day.  Then presently after, the shepherds did spy a number of angels that stood in 
the sky; they joyfully talked, and sweetly did sing, “To God be all glory, our heavenly King.”

Text: Traditional English

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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Personent Hodie  (Let Resound Today) Traditional Latin melody

(Translation:)  Let resound today the voices of children, joyfully praising Him who is born to 
us, given by most high God, and conceived in a virginal womb.  He was born into the world, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger in a stable for animals, the Master of the 
Heavens.  The prince of Hell has lost his spoils.  Three Magi came, they were bearing gifts, 
and sought the little One, following a star, to worship Him, and offer him gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  Let all the junior clerics and also the boys (and girls) sing like angels: “You have 
come to the world, I pour out praises to You.  Therefore, glory to God in the highest!”

Text: Piae Cantiones, 1582

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Pastor:    Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock!  You who are enthroned 

upon the cherubim, shine forth.

People:   Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved.

Pastor:    O Lord God of hosts, how long will You be angry with Your people’s prayers?  You 
have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.

People:   You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among 
themselves.

Pastor:    Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved.  But let Your 
hand be upon the one at Your right hand, the one whom You made strong for Yourself.

People:   Then we will never turn back from You; give us life, and we will call on 
Your name.

All:    Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved.
Based upon Psalm 80:1, 3-7, 17-19

s	 HYMN  4
Creator of the Stars of Night Conditor alme siderum

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross
O God whose mercy is from everlasting to everlasting, turn aside from Your mountains 
and stars to shepherd Your people; for unless You should dwell among us, we wander 
from Your truth and squander Your love.  By Your advent, gracious Savior, redeem 
Your people unto Yourself, and restore unto us the joy of Your salvation, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

 SILENT CONFESSION   
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 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Veni Emmanuel  (Hymn no. 9)
O come, Desire of na—tions, bind all peoples in one heart— and mind; bid envy, strife, 
and dis—cord cease; fill the whole world with heav—en’s peace.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Text: Latin, ca. 12th century.  Translation: Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916. 
Music adapted by Thomas Helmore, 1854.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Gloria  (Hymn no. 23)
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!  Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!

Text: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813–1882), alt.   

Music: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 GOSPEL 
Matthew 1:18b-24 page 1 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 HOMILY The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Threats of War and Dreams of Peace

s HYMN OF RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Carol  (Hymn no. 38)
Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart; O Christ, abide with us, 
and spread Thy table in our heart.  There sup with us in love divine; Thy body and 
Thy blood, that living bread, that heav’nly wine, be our immortal food.
 Text: James Montgomery, 1825; alt.  Music: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850.

 SOLO 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Wilbur Held

Brian C. Doherty, baritone

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
InvItatIon to the table 
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eucharIstIc Prayer

Pastor:   The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of InstItutIon

communIon of the PeoPle

At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to 
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available 
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 7 for further details.

musIc durIng communIon 
Come Unto Him, from Messiah George Frideric Handel

Brian C. Doherty, baritone

Prayer of resPonse and the lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

s	 HYMN  309
Of the Father’s Love Begotten Divinum mysterium

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Silent Night Franz Xaver Grüber, 1818; arr. Dan Forrest

The Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir
Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and Child.  Holy Infant 
so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  Silent night, holy night!   
Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming 
grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.  Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous 
star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, “Alleluia” to our King.  “Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born.”

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1818; tr. John Freeman Young, 1863.
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About Communion

If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary today, several options are offered for Communion.

• Beginning with the transepts, ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle.  At the 
Chancel steps, you will receive a piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion 
servers.  After communing, please return to your seat using the side aisles.

• If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from 
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  

• Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely today, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or 
matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so.  Even 
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.

Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this evening, we remain in full 
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.

This Evening from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

We give thanks for our musicians this evening: Dr. Mark A. Anderson, organist; Brian C. Doherty, baritone; 
and the Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, under the direction of Artistic Director Kathryn 
Barnard and accompanied by pianist Thanakarn Limtham.  This evening’s music is made possible by a 
grant from the William E. Saul Fund of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Communion Servers: Elder Susan W. Balaan, Elder Conrad E. Bricker, Deacon John H. Harrison,  
Elder Robert D. Hoehl, Elder Susan B. Hoehl, and Elder Sharon A. Taylor

Ushers: Ellen L. Allston, Robert B. Luthultz, and Sharon L. Luthultz

A Service of Lessons and Carols

··········  Sunday, December 18, at 11:00 a.m.  ··········

Based on the service begun at King’s College, Cambridge, in 1918, the Service of Lessons and Carols tells the story 
of the fall of humanity, the promise of a Messiah, and the birth of Jesus through a series of Scripture readings, 
carols, hymns, and choral anthems.  Please join with the pastors and the Chancel Choir as together we celebrate 

in word and in song the joys of the Christmas season.

Vespers Schedule

Midweek vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 21 and 28, 2022, and Wednesday, January 4, 
2023.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 11, at 7:00 p.m., with Table to Table prior at 6:00 p.m.



A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch
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Christmas Eve

· · · · · · · · · ·   Saturday, December 24, in the Sanctuary and Online  · · · · · · · · · ·

Early Service at 4:00 p.m. 
This service appeals to congregants of all ages and lasts approximately 45 minutes.

Candlelight Service at 8:00 p.m. 
This beloved traditional service is preceded by an extended prelude for choir and harp beginning at 7:40 p.m.  

and concludes with a ceremony of lights as the congregation sings “Silent Night.”


