
2 Shadyside Presbyterian Church

!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.

If you are worshiping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing the 
form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Concerning Communion: We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from home and 
those worshiping in the Sanctuary.  Please read the information on page 8 to learn about your options for 
partaking in this morning’s celebration of the Sacrament.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those who 
are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nursery downstairs.  Pagers 
are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to report 
directly to the Nursery downstairs.  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend worship and may exit 
with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian education.  (If you are a first-
time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning to the Sanctuary.)  After worship, 
families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the month, all children are invited to remain 
in worship through the entire service for Communion.  Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed 
for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex at the 
back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your hearing device 
in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of the 
Sanctuary.

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church records 
its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, please see 
an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has established 
masking protocols based on the community level of COVID-19 in Allegheny County.  (Please see page 10 
for details.)  To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and 
remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of vaccination status.  Please know that the church 
is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before 
and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Two settings of “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Carl Sattler and Johannes Brahms
Two settings of “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People” Egil Hovland and Gerald Near

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES and CALL TO WORSHIP  
Jeff Kline, Lizzy Bollinger Kline, Jane Kline, Howie Kline, Lee Bollinger, and Michael Bollinger

Leader:    The prophet Isaiah declares, “They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;
People:   “For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of God, as the waters cover 

the sea.”
Leader:    We light this candle as a sign of hope that righteousness may flourish and peace may 

abound.
People:   O God whose promised presence we await, enter into the world You so love 

and there proclaim, “Peace be within you.”
All:    Let us worship God! Based upon Isaiah 11, Psalm 72, and Psalm 122:8

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  3
Comfort, Comfort You My People Psalm 42

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

 ORISON 
Our God Shall Come Richard Shephard

Our God shall come and shall not keep silence.  There shall go before Him a consuming fire, and 
a mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about Him.  He shall call the heavens from above and 
the earth, that He may judge His people.  And the heavens shall declare His righteousness; for 
God alone is Judge. Text based upon Psalm 50:3-4, 6

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Holy and loving God, we have dwelt in sinfulness and preferred it to the light of 
Your love.  We have been proud of our accomplishments and despaired over our 
shortcomings.  Smooth down the mountains of our pride, and lift up the valleys of 
our despair.  Open a path in the wilderness that we might find our way to You again.  
O merciful Redeemer, refine us and prepare us once more to herald Your truth, to 
proclaim Your majesty, to pray with fervor, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things!”

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.
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 SILENT CONFESSION   

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) St. Louis  (Hymn no. 44)
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be 
born in us today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come 
to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
 Text:  Phillips Brooks, 1868.  Music: Lewis Henry Redner, 1868.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Antioch  (Hymn no. 40)
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make 
His blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as 
the curse is found.
 Text:  Isaac Watts, 1719; alt.  Music attributed to George Frideric Handel, 1742;  

arranged by Lowell Mason, 1836.

 WELCOME  The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 GOSPEL  
Matthew 3:1-12 pages 2 and 3 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 ANTHEM
Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life John Clements

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: such a way as gives us breath; such a truth as ends all strife; 
such a life as killeth death.  Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: such a light as shows a 
feast; such a feast as mends in length; such a strength as makes his guest.  Come, my Joy, my 
Love, my Heart: such a joy as none can move; such a love as none can part; such a heart as 
joys in love.  Amen. Text: George Herbert, 1633

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE  
Isaiah 11:1-10 pages 640 and 641 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.
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 SERMON The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Wolves, Lambs, and the Price of Peace

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  5
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Picardy

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   |  The Nicene Creed  (Ecumenical) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through Him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake He was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM 
Prepare the Way, O Zion Robert Lau

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near.  Let every hill and valley, a level way appear.  
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.  O blest is Christ that came in God’s 
most holy name.  He brings God’s rule, O Zion, He comes from heaven above.  His rule is peace 
and freedom, and justice, truth, and love.  Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy 
abounding.  Fling wide your gates, O Zion, your Savior’s rule embrace, and tidings of salvation 
proclaim in every place.  All lands will bow rejoicing, their voices will adore Him.

Text: Frans Michael Franzén  (1771–1847)
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 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
The InvITaTIon To The Table	

The eucharIsTIc Prayer 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

  . . . Therefore we praise You, joining our voices with the heavenly choirs and with all the 
faithful of every time and place, who sing to the glory of Your name:

 sancTus  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson

  . . . Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

MeMorIal acclaMaTIon

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
  . . . Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all glory and honor 

are Yours, eternal God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Words of InsTITuTIon 
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coMMunIon of The PeoPle  
At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to 
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available 
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 8 for further details.

MusIc durIng coMMunIon 
Come, Thou Dear Redeemer César Franck

Gail Roup, soprano
Come, Thou dear Redeemer.  Come, Lord Jesus, to set us free.  From our fears and sins release 
us, let us find our rest in Thee.  Hope of all the earth Thou art, joy of every longing heart.  
Come, Thou dear Redeemer.  Born a Child, yet Thou art a King.  Born to reign in us forever.  
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring.  Rule in all our hearts alone.  Raise us to Thy glorious 
throne.  Amen. Text adapted from a hymn by Charles Wesley

Prayer of resPonse and The lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

s	 HYMN  450
O Day of Peace Jerusalem

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
O Thou of God the Father Johann Sebastian Bach

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
the Reverend George P. Fulton by Kathleen Fulton.

Communion Servers:  Elder Robert W. Anderson, Elder Susan W. Balaan, Elder Conrad E. Bricker,  
Elder H. Daniel Cessna, Elder Carla M. Gedman, Elder Carey A. Harris, Deacon John H. Harrison,  
Elder Beatrice P. Jones, Elder Mark A. Krofchik, Elder Gary W. Lotz, Deacon Robin S. Minich, Elder Ann 
E. Pauley, Deacon Garret B. Smith, Elder Sharon A. Taylor, and Elder Susan F. Thomson.

Ushers: W. Dennis Bossick, Brigetta P. Del Re, Daniel Giosta, Robert B. Luthultz, Sharon L. Luthultz, and 
W. Duff McCrady.  Coordinators:  Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, 
Mark A. Krofchik, Robert P. O’Neil, and Carey T. Vinson.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church
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About Communion

If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary this morning, several options will be offered for Communion.

• Ushers will invite you to come forward.  At the front of the Sanctuary, you will receive a piece of bread 
from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion servers.  After communing, please return to your 
seat using the side aisles.

• If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from 
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  

• Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely this morning, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or 
matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so.  Even 
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.

Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this morning, we remain in full 
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.

About This Morning’s Music
Arranged by Pennsylvania composer Robert Lau, Frans Michael Franzén’s text, “Prepare the Way, O Zion,” 
is set to the Swedish tune, Bereden väg för Herran.

John Clements (1868–1946) was born in Newry, Ireland.  He immigrated to America and grew up in Liberty, 
New York, but moved to Broome County, New York, in the mid-1880s.  He was baptized by Evangelist Dwight 
L. Moody.  Clements became the first president of Davis College, which was then called “Practical Bible 
College,” a training school for Baptist evangelists.  He led the school from the time of its conception, in a 
simple classroom, until 1914, when the Bible-training school and evangelistic academy moved to Johnson 
City, New York.  Clements has written approximately more than 5,000 hymns, most of which were based on 
soul redemption inside the love of God.

Vespers in Advent

··········  Wednesdays, December 7 and 14, at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

During the liturgical season of Advent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us on Wednesdays 
for an evening of music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  These 45-minute candlelight Communion 

services include a homily, the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and music offered by the Shadyside Strings, 
cellist Elisa Kohanski, the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, and vocal soloists from the Shadyside Chancel Choir.
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take time to sign these care letters, 
which are a ministry supported by Shadyside’s Board of Deacons.

The Giving Tree will support the parents of several of our mission partners: Sojourner House; Sojourner 
House’s Mentoring, Opportunity, Motivation, and Spirituality (MOMS) program; and the Pennsylvania 
Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER).  During the Time of Fellowship today, December 4, 
and on Sunday, December 11, two trees in the Parish Hall will be decorated with special ornaments listing 
gift recipients’ names and details, including clothing/shoe size and color preference.  Coordinators will be 
present to register your name along with the name of the recipient.  Wrapped gifts should be returned to 
the church by noon on Monday, December 19; please affix to the package a gift tag indicating the name 
or initials of the recipient, along with the recipient’s identification number.  If you have questions, please 
contact the church office.

Table to Table: Dinner and Vespers – This fall, you are invited to gather at table for a church family dinner 
before gathering at the Lord’s Table in worship on Wednesday evenings.  Enjoy fellowship over a delicious 
meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers at 7:00 p.m.  You 
are welcome to come for dinner or worship, or both.  Please make your dinner reservation by signing up in 
the Sharp Atrium by the Sunday prior.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.  
Nursery care will be provided during vespers.

Community Open House – On Sunday, December 11, take a break from the hustle and bustle of this hectic 
season, and refresh your spirit in the beauty and serenity of our sacred spaces.  Warm beverages and cookies 
will be available in the Parish Hall from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  Join us as your schedule permits, and please 
invite friends and neighbors to this welcoming event.  Consider returning or remaining afterward for a 
free Advent choral concert in the Sanctuary at 3:00 p.m.

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 21 and 28, 2022, and Wednesday, January 4, 
2023.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 11, at 7:00 p.m., with Table to Table prior at 6:00 p.m.

Christian Education Classes will not be held at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 25, 2022, and Sunday,  
January 1, 2023.  Education classes for all ages will resume on Sunday, January 8, at 10:00 a.m.

Pledges and Year-End Giving – As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have fully 
contributed your pledge amount for this current year.  For those of you who are in a position to make 
additional year-end charitable contributions, please remember the church in your giving.  All gifts and 
contributions intended for calendar year 2022 need to be received by noon on Thursday, December 29, 
in order to be included in this year.  Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2023, please do 
so by returning your form to the church, or pledge online by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.   
We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.

News and Notes
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eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

Masking Protocol – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force has established guidelines 
for indoor masking, consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
When the COVID-19 community level in Allegheny County is red (high), masks are required inside the 
church building; when yellow (medium), masks are suggested inside the church building; and when green 
(low), each individual may make a personal decision about masking.  To provide a safer area for those who 
are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts of 
the Sanctuary, regardless of vaccination status.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel 
may be unmasked at times to carry out their worship responsibilities.  On Saturdays, please check either 
the CDC website or the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.  Thank you for your patience 
and for prioritizing the well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

A Service of Lessons and Carols

··········  Sunday, December 18, at 11:00 a.m.  ··········

Based on the service begun at King’s College, Cambridge, in 1918, the Service of Lessons and Carols tells the story 
of the fall of humanity, the promise of a Messiah, and the birth of Jesus through a series of Scripture readings, 
carols, hymns, and choral anthems.  Please join with the pastors and the Chancel Choir as together we celebrate 

in word and in song the joys of the Christmas season.

Advent Choral Concert

··········  Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

The Chancel Choir, the Shadyside Strings, and 
pianist Ellen Fast present the music of Gerald Finzi: 
In Terra Pax, Magnificat, and Eclogue for Piano and 
Strings.  No tickets needed; donations appreciated.

Christmas with the Camerata

··········  Today, December 4, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Pittsburgh’s premier professional chamber choir, 
under the direction of Dr. Mark A. Anderson, 

presents a concert of choral music for the season.   
Tickets: www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Church Calendar
··········  December 4 – 11  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — Second Sunday of Advent
December 4 12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
  12:00 p.m. Giving Tree in the Parish Hall
  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays) in the Youth Room
  3:00 p.m. Music in a Great Space Concert: Christmas with the Camerata in the Sanctuary

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY 6:00 p.m. Table to Table: Dinner in the Parish Hall
  7:00 p.m. Advent Vespers in the Sanctuary and Online
  7:45 p.m. Board of Deacons in the Hulme Room and via Zoom Videoconferencing

THURSDAY 10:30 a.m. “Women at the Well” Bible Study in the Craig Room
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library and via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel

SUNDAY 9:45 a.m.  Christian Education Classes for All Ages in the Parish Hall — Advent Study
December 11 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — Third Sunday of Advent 

Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
  11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
  12:00 p.m. Giving Tree in the Parish Hall
  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays) in the Youth Room
  1:00 p.m. Christmas Community Open House in the Parish Hall
  3:00 p.m. Music in a Great Space Concert: Advent Choral Concert in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 4
Psalms 24; 150
Isaiah 5:1-7
2 Peter 3:11-18
Luke 7:28-35

Monday, December 5
Psalms 122; 145
Isaiah 5:8-17
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Luke 21:20-28

Tuesday, December 6
Psalms 33; 146
Isaiah 5:18-25
1 Thessalonians 5:12-28
Luke 21:29-38

Wednesday, December 7
Psalms 50; 147:1-11
Isaiah 6:1-13
2 Thessalonians 1:1-12
John 7:53–8:11

Thursday, December 8
Psalms 18:1-20; 147:12-20
Isaiah 7:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12
Luke 22:1-13

Friday, December 9
Psalms 102; 148
Isaiah 7:10-25
2 Thessalonians 2:13–3:5
Luke 22:14-30

Saturday, December 10
Psalms 90; 149
Isaiah 8:1-15
2 Thessalonians 3:6-18
Luke 22:31-38

Sunday, December 11
Psalms 24; 150
Isaiah 13:1-13
Hebrews 12:18-29
John 3:22-30

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  December 4 – 11  ··········
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A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
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Sundays in Advent

· · · · · · · · · ·   Christian Education for All Ages at 9:45 a.m., followed by Worship at 11:00 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.”  During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world 
and watch with expectant hope for His coming again.  In its historical origins, the season of Advent was patterned 
after the season of Lent, a six-week period of penitence and preparation for Easter.  Similarly, the four weeks of 
Advent present an opportunity for communal discernment and personal examination, as the Church prepares 

to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for Christ’s return.  


