
Remembering Loved Ones: All Saints’ Sunday, November 6
Christians throughout the world celebrate All Saints’ Day in honor 
of all the saints, both known and unknown. In most Protestant 
churches, it is celebrated on the first Sunday of November. 
Protestants regard all Christians, both past and present, as saints. 
As we solemnly remember all those who have died in the past year, 
we also focus on Christ’s victory over death. While the festival 
acknowledges the reality of death, we emphasize our hope in the 
Resurrection and our place in the “communion of saints.”
• During the All Saints’ Sunday morning service at 11:00 a.m., 

we will celebrate Communion and remember those members 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church who have been received 
into the Church Triumphant during the past calendar year. 

• At 3:00 p.m. on the afternoon of All Saints’ Sunday, in memory 
of all who have entered eternal rest, the Chancel Choir will sing 
Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem in the liturgical context of a Service of 
Remembrance, which also will include Communion.
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WORSHIP & MISSIONS

Thanksgiving Eve Worship and Food Collection for EECM Food Pantry
On Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 23, we set aside 
time in worship to give thanks for God’s many blessings. Please join 
us at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary or online for this service, which 
will include hymns of thanksgiving, Scripture, prayers, and a homily 
from the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley. Please also consider 
inviting those who spend the Thanksgiving holiday alone or at work 
to join you there, as we express our gratitude to God.

As Thanksgiving approaches, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
(SPC) invites members and friends to participate in a collection of non-perishable food items for 
the East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM) Food Pantry, which is experiencing an increase in food 
requests. Bags for donations will be distributed after worship on Sundays, November 13 and 20. A 
list of suggested donation items will be attached to the bags, which will be collected and dedicated at 
our Thanksgiving Eve service of worship on Wednesday, November 23. In the event you are unable 
to attend the service, you are welcome to participate by bringing your filled bag to the church office 
during the week of Thanksgiving. 

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, checks should be made payable to “Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church” with “EECM Food Collection” on the memo line, and placed in the collection on 
Sunday, November 20, or on Wednesday, November 23. You also may mail your check to the church 
office. Alternatively, you may give online at www.shadysidepres.org/give by selecting “EECM” from 
the drop-down fund menu.

Above: Detail of a wooden pew carving in 
the Chancel of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church Sanctuary, where singing angels 
with folded wings serve as finials adorning 
the choir stalls. Photo by Edward B. Wood.

Reminder
Table to Table will take place on Thanksgiving Eve, too! Please join us at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall for fellowship 
over one of Chef Bright’s delicious meals — no turkey on the menu, because Chef Steven knows we all will be 

“stuffed” the next day! Please RSVP by Sunday, November 20, to help the kitchen prepare appropriately.

https://www.shadysidepres.org
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Reminder
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 6, and Standard Time begins. Please remember 

to change any clocks that do not automatically update themselves on Saturday evening, November 5.

Seek the Welfare of the City  
“But seek the welfare of the city … and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 
find your welfare.”  Jeremiah 29:7

If Shadyside Presbyterian Church were to vanish tomorrow, would 
our community miss us? Would our neighbors be sad to see us 
disappear, or would opportunists circle the empty lot like vultures, 
sizing up the property for prime real estate development? Would 
our mission partners mourn the loss of our sincere relationships 
with them as well as our financial support? Would our preschool 
parents feel that they’d lost not only their child’s school but also a 
community dedicated to their entire family’s well-being?

One way to measure our impact in our community, our city, and our 
world is to gauge whether we would be missed were we suddenly to 
disappear — and if not whether, then at least to what extent or in what 
specific ways might our neighbors lament our absence.

This year, as we celebrate All Saints’ Sunday by remembering all who have gone before us, we 
also look ahead, inspired by their faithfulness to God and by the vision they once imagined for 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. Against this backdrop of a broader expanse of time than our own 
years encompass, we enter once more into a season during which we will renew our commitment to 
the stewardship of our time, our talents, our gifts, and our service. As we do, I am reminded of our 
church’s long-standing tradition of seeking the welfare of our city — and finding in our city’s welfare 
our own welfare. 

Remember with me that the church we are today began as a neighborhood Sunday school intended 
to serve the children of twenty families who lived in Shadyside in the 1860s. Fast forward just a 
few decades to find Shadyside Presbyterian among the first to reach out to its neighbors through 
a radio ministry, Sunday at Shadyside. Travel yet again through all the circling years to find our church 
meaningfully engaged in mission and ministry with partners in our community, our nation, and our 
world — striving together for justice; for an end to hunger and homelessness; for the ceasing of 
violence; for broader access to healthcare and education; for compassion, peace, and love to prevail 
among all of God’s children. 

These vital ministries are at our core, yet I believe we harbor the potential to love our neighbors 
as ourselves by seeking their welfare even more intentionally and extensively than we already do. 
This past year alone, in partnership with neighbors near and far, we have sent some seminarians off 
into professional ministry, welcomed new ones who are just beginning theological education, and 
supported those who are embarking upon further theological study; we have dedicated Shadyside 
Children’s Hall — a care center for orphans and vulnerable children in Malawi — and supported 
long-term commitments to the H. Parker Sharp Clinic and Emily House ministries begun there in 
years past; we have welcomed a refugee family to Pittsburgh by working hand-in-hand with our literal 
neighbors at Temple Sinai; and we have welcomed back within our walls a bustling preschool, brilliant 
musicians, and a church staff dedicated to the care of God’s people within the church and without. 
These are but a handful of the ways we are finding our own welfare by tending to the welfare of our 
neighbors. 

The time will come in the month ahead for you to consider your support of these and all the ministries 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church. To what extent, and in what specific ways, will you, alongside 
other church members and friends at Shadyside, take part in seeking the welfare of our city? I invite 
you to do so in a way that would be sorely missed if you were not among the beloved members of this 
family of faith.

Blessings be,

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
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CARE & SUPPORT

Christmas Poinsettias
As part of our Christmas celebration at Shadyside, the Board 
of Deacons is providing the opportunity for the placement of 
poinsettias in the Sanctuary during the worship services on 
Christmas Eve. We also invite you to support the church’s flower 
fund and place loved ones’ names in the bulletin. The cost per 
plant is $9. Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/poinsettia before 
Sunday, November 27, for details and access to the online ordering 
form. Paper order forms are available in the Narthex and the Sharp 
Atrium. You also may place your order or submit your loved ones’ 
names by contacting Ruth Garrett (rgarrett@shadysidepres.org) 
in the church office. You are welcome to order a poinsettia to take 
home or to be delivered to those who would be blessed to receive 
one during this holiday season. Thank you for bringing joy to others 
in this way and for helping to beautify the Sanctuary during the 
Advent and Christmas seasons! 

MISSIONS

Warmth Drive to Collect Winter Coats and Clothing for Mission Partners
During the month of November, we will collect winter coats for two of our mission partners:  
East End Cooperative Ministry and Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard. You can drop off any 
new or gently-used winter coats for men and women on or before Wednesday, November 30.  
Coat sizes should be small to XXL for women, and medium to XXXL for men. We also welcome winter 
pants and shirts for women and men (same sizes), as well as new boots (sizes 7 to 11 for women, and 
sizes 8 to 13 for men). A collection bin for the contributions will be located in the Sharp Atrium.

Tenor John Osborn in Recital 
Sunday, November 13, at 3:00 p.m.

The thirtieth anniversary concert season of Music in a Great 
Space continues with tenor John Osborn and pianist Cheryl Lin 
Fielding in recital on Sunday, November 13, at 3:00 p.m.

American tenor John Osborn has gained international acclaim 
in the bel canto and French grand opéra repertoire. Mr. Osborn 
has performed throughout the world, and won first prize in 
several competitions including the Metropolitan Opera, Placido 
Domingo Prize (Budapest), Petrassi (Rome), and Oscar dell 
Lirica (China).

No tickets are necessary to attend; donations are appreciated.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Above: John Osborn, tenor

Save These Dates
Please plan to join us next month for many opportunities to hear the music of the season in our Sanctuary:
• Saturday, December 3, at 2:00 p.m.  •  Pittsburgh Girls Choir’s All-Choir Holiday Concert  

featuring John Rutter’s Cycle of Carols Dancing Day.   
All ages are welcome to this family-friendly concert. Suggested admission is $10, or pay what you can.

• Sunday, December 4, at 3:00 p.m.  •  Christmas with the Camerata  
with the Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School Women’s Choir, Dr. Marissa Ulmer, director.  
Tickets available at the door and from www.pittsburghcamerata.org.

• Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 p.m.  •  Advent Choral Concert 
 The Shadyside Chancel Choir with the Shadyside Strings and pianist Ellen Fast, featuring the music of 
 composer Gerald Finzi, including In Terra Pax and Magnificat. (No tickets necessary; donations appreciated.)
• Sunday, December 18, at 11:00 a.m.  •  Service of Lessons and Carols 
 featuring Scripture readings, carols, hymns, and choral anthems in the tradition of King’s College, Cambridge. 

(Worship is always free, and you are always welcome to join us.)
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Golf Outing Supports Hosanna House
More than thirty years ago, the Covenant Church of Pittsburgh 
accepted the challenge of establishing a community center in 
the neighborhood of Wilkinsburg, which had been declared 
a distressed community in 1987. The goal was to offer health 
and human services to persons living in an area plagued by 
unemployment and crime. Founding CEO Leon Haynes, the 
church, and the community of 500 volunteers invested sweat 
equity into the abandoned Horner Middle School and opened 
Hosanna House after years of renovation. Their main mission was 
and is to “Break the Cycle of Poverty.”

Their growth and outreach in the intervening years has been 
nothing less than phenomenal — purchasing and tearing down 
blighted properties in the area; opening Sherwood Event Center 
in Forest Hills; offering preschool, kindergarten, and afterschool 
programs. The main building also has medical and dental services, 
and several other partner services through Allegheny County 
Health Department. The Sherwood Event Center provides a 
summer camp experience for children and CATT (Center for 
Aviation Technology and Training) programs. STEM programs 
include drone literacy and specialized training that is a gateway to 
further aviation and trade school training.

On September 10, sixty golfers gathered at Birdsfoot golf course for 
our 21st outing to benefit Hosanna House. It was a day of laughter, 
good food, and good friends. We are so honored to partner with 
Hosanna House, which is empowering so many in the Wilkinsburg 
community. We sincerely thank our sponsors and participants; the 
outing raised $7,351.47. Special thanks to our angel sponsors: the 
Gockley family, the Patross-Peters family, and the Stamy family.

MISSIONS

A Quarter Century of Shadyside’s Columbarium
As we observe All Saints’ Sunday, we remember and give thanks 
for the lives of our deceased loved ones in light of the Resurrection 
— the ultimate source of solace and comfort afforded by our faith.  
Furthermore, we reverently recall those faithful departed whose 
families have chosen inurnment in the Columbarium at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church for their loved ones.

Dedicated on All Saints’ Sunday, November 2, 1997, the 
Columbarium is a sacred and beautiful space for mortal remains in 
the peace and permanence of our beloved church home. Located in 
the Chapel Narthex, it contains over 300 bronze memorial niches 
available for those who prefer this form of memorialization. The 
peaceful ambiance of this space provides a setting which invites 
quiet meditation, reflection, and prayer, while offering the comfort 
of familiar, well-loved church surroundings. Burial within or on 
church property has been practiced for many centuries, while the 
practice of cremation has become an increasingly popular option 
in the past several decades. Both methods of final disposition are 
supported by the Christian Church.

Brochures are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium; 
additional information is published on the church website at  
www.shadysidepres.org/columbarium. If you wish to explore 
options, please contact Judy Brust in the church finance office: 
412-682-4300, ext. 112, or jbrust@shadysidepres.org.

HISTORY

PARISH LIFE

A Warm Welcome to 
Our New Members
We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received 
into our church family recently:

•	 J. Davis Creach

•	 Angela R. Fochtman

•	 Lexi M. Kroskey

•	 H. Fitzgerald Robertson II

•	 Emilyanne G. Shelley

•	 Laura F. Stolte

•	 Scott K. Stolte

IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.

•	 Alice Reed Buchanan

•	 Carol Theophilus Clark

•	 Dorothy Hook Malone

•	 Paul Thomas Straitiff

In addition, longtime members 
may remember the Reverend 
Sarah J. Heppenstall, who 
was a friend of our church 
family, having taught for the 
Stephen Ministry program. Rev. 
Heppenstall earned a Master 
of Divinity from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary (PTS) 
in 1992 and received the 
Distinguished Alumna in 
Specialized Ministry Award 
from PTS in 2021. Her family will 
receive friends from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 10, at the Bauer 
Funeral Home in Kittanning. 
Family also will receive friends 
from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
November 13, at the Fox Chapel 
Golf Club in Pittsburgh. 

Please remember the family 
and friends of all of these 
individuals in your prayers.



5

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: Advent Study
Intergenerational Education: Sundays, November 20 
through December 18, at 9:45 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Artwork: Revelation 22:2 © 2022 Timothy R. Botts | Eyekons

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Free Family Photos
Sunday, November 6, 
following worship

Our Children’s Ministry is ex-
cited to host a fall family photo-
shoot immediately after wor-
ship on Sunday, November 6.  
Families can reserve a ten-min-
ute time slot and expect five to 
eight professional images that 
can be downloaded and used 
for Christmas cards, prints, or 
social media. Weather permit-
ting, sessions will take place on 
the McClintock Lawn. Please 
RSVP to Stephen Donnelly at 
sdonnelly@shadysidepres.org.

Above: The Shelley family photographed 
by Stephen Donnelly in November 2021.

Shadyside’s Christian Education Ministry invites you to participate 
in a five-week Advent study beginning Sunday, November 20, 
and continuing through Sunday, December 18. On November 20,  
Christ the King Sunday, we will gather in the Parish Hall to create 
take-home Advent wreaths, before dividing into groups for our 
Advent study. There will be three study groups: children and their 
parents; youth; and adults. Fellowship and light refreshments begin 
at 9:45 a.m. as all attendees assemble, followed by an opening 
hymn and introduction to the day’s lesson and activity. Adults, 
children, and youth then travel to their assigned learning spaces, 
where they will explore Advent through Scripture, art, music, 
games, and other activities. Pre-registration is recommended in 
order to provide leaders with an estimate of how many materials 
to prepare. Please register by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by 
contacting Ellen Allston at eallston@shadysidepres.org.

PARISH LIFE

Warm Up with Chili After Church on November 20 
Following worship on Stewardship Commitment Sunday

A favorite congregational event returns on Sunday, November 20. 
Once again, the Parish Hall will be filled with the aroma of delicious 
chili, chowder, and chocolate brownies. Do you have a favorite recipe 
that you would be willing to make for this event? We are looking for 
volunteers to make at least three quarts of chili or chowder — beef, 
chicken, turkey, or vegetarian. If you would prefer to make brownies 
for dessert, that would be wonderful, too. The church will provide 
yeast rolls, cornbread, and a side salad. Not a cook or a baker? Come 
and enjoy; there will be plenty to share! Make your reservations by 

signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office. And if you could lend us a crockpot to 
keep these goodies piping hot, please let us know. There is no cost to attend this fellowship event.

Seek the Welfare of the City
Our stewardship season culminates on Stewardship Commitment Sunday, November 20. Members will 
receive materials in the mail this month. Please prayerfully consider your pledge commitment and joyfully 
return your pledge card on Sunday, November 20, or pledge online at www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.

STEWARDSHIP

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
All Saints’ Sunday, November 6 

Morning Service of Worship, with Communion, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

A Service of Remembrance, with Communion, at 3:00 p.m. 
Featuring Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem; please see the article on page 1.

Sunday, November 13, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Christ the King Sunday and Stewardship Commitment Sunday, 
November 20, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching 
Followed by Chili After Church; please see the article on page 5.

First Sunday of Advent, November 27, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

If you are unable to join us in person on Sundays, you may view  
our live worship webcast at www.shadysidepres.org/live.

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel
Wednesdays, Nov. 2, 9, and 16, with Communion, at 7:00 p.m. 

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Thanksgiving Eve Service in the Sanctuary
Wednesday, November 23, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching 
Consider bringing a food donation; please see the article on page 1.

Advent Vespers in the Sanctuary
Wednesday, November 30, with Communion, at 7:00 p.m. 

The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross, preaching 
Music offered by the Shadyside Cello Trio.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, November 1 
December/January issue

Tuesday, January 3 
February issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

PARISH LIFE

Table to Table
Table to Table continues on 
Wednesday evenings through 
December 14. You are invited 
to gather at table for a church 
family dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
before gathering at the Lord’s 
Table in worship at 7:00 p.m. 
You are welcome to come for 
dinner or worship, or both. 
Please RSVP for dinner by the 
Sunday prior. A freewill offering 
will be received to offset the 
costs of the meal. Nursery care 
will be provided during vespers.


