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... because the mouse hears everything

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Peace Be within You
Sundays in Advent at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Online

On Sunday mornings in Advent, please join us in worship as we 
ponder the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, and 
await the arrival of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. The Reverend 
Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching. 

• First Sunday of Advent, 
November 27

 The Break-in and the 
 Impossibility of Staying Awake  
 (Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11; 

Matthew 24:36-44)

• Second Sunday of Advent, 
December 4, with 
Communion

 Wolves, Lambs, and the Price 
of Peace   
(Isaiah 11:1-10;  
Matthew 3:1-12)

• Third Sunday of Advent, 
December 11

 Weak Hands, Feeble Knees, 
and the Ransomed of the Lord   
(Isaiah 35:1-10;  
Matthew 11:2-11)

• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18
 A Service of Lessons and Carols (please see article, right)

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Celebrate the Nativity of the Lord
Saturday, December 24; and Sundays, December 25 and 
January 1, in the Sanctuary and Online

• Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Early Service at 4:00 p.m. 
  This service appeals to congregants of all ages and lasts 

approximately 45 minutes.
•  Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 

8:00 p.m., with Prelude at 7:40 p.m.
  This beloved traditional service is preceded by an extended 

prelude for choir and harp, and concludes with a ceremony of 
lights as the congregation sings “Silent Night.”

• Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, at 11:00 a.m. 
 The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching.

• Second Sunday of Christmas, January 1, at 11:00 a.m.
 The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross, preaching.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 18, at 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Based on the service begun at 
King’s College, Cambridge, in 
1918, the Service of Lessons and 
Carols tells the story of the fall 
of humanity, the promise of a 
Messiah, and the birth of Jesus 
through a series of Scripture 
readings, carols, hymns, and 
choral anthems sung by the 
Chancel Choir. Please join us 
as together we celebrate in 
word and in song the joys of the 
Christmas season.

Artwork: And the Heavens Opened ©  
J. Kirk Richards, 2018

Artwork: Nativity © J. Kirk Richards, 2018

More Advent Opportunities

Advent Vespers
page 2

Choral Concerts
page 3

The Giving Tree
page 4

Community Open House
page 4

https://www.shadysidepres.org
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

The “Moving” Season of Advent: Waiting in Action, Prayers in Motion
Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ, the One whose birth 
we await during this holy season of Advent.

The Church marks time slightly differently than does most of 
the world. Though Advent falls at the end of the calendar year, it 
represents the beginning of a new year in the Church. Advent simply 
means “coming,” so, in these days leading up to Christmas, we 
prepare our hearts once more for the inbreaking of God into human 
history. We rehearse the story of the birth of Christ in Bethlehem 
once more, and we also hope for our attention to become more and 
more attuned to the many ways God enters into our lives today and 
every day to come.

As humans, we tend to make sense of our lives through the telling and retelling of stories. Over time, 
the stories we tell about our families, our friends, and ourselves take on lives of their own, reminding 
us who we are and what it is in our history, both good and bad, that compels us to live with integrity 
and intentionality.

The story of Jesus’ birth in a stable in Bethlehem of Judea remains captivating more than two thousand 
years later, in part because it tells the story of God’s coming into the world in an utterly surprising 
way — not as a military hero who would rescue Israel from Roman oppression as many had hoped, 
but rather as a vulnerable Infant of refugee parents. This helpless Child would become the Messiah, 
the Savior of the world, not through power wrought by violence, but rather through the power won 
through love, justice, freedom, and peace.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Advent Vespers
Wednesdays, November 30, and December 7 and 14, at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelight services in the Sanctuary and online include the Lord’s Supper; a homily; and music 
offered by guest musicians. Also join us for “Table to Table” at 6:00 p.m. (Please see article, page 5.)

• November 30
 Rev. Michael Ross
 The Shadyside Cello Trio
 Hayden Keefer, bass

• December 7
 Rev. Buckwalter Smith
 Cellist Elisa Kohanski
 Gail Roup, soprano

• December 14
 Rev. Shelley
 The Pittsburgh Girls Choir
 Brian Doherty, baritone

There is a Kenyan proverb that says, “When you pray, remember to move your feet.” During Advent, 
we pray that God’s love will continue to break into a violent world that longs for God’s peace, into 
a despairing world that longs for God’s hope, into a broken world that longs for God’s healing. And, 
as we pray, we move our feet. We wait for God’s coming by feeding the hungry, tending the sick, 
encouraging the downtrodden, and freeing those who are captive to oppressive powers that threaten 
to render them anything less than the beloved children of God that they are.

In the act of reaching out to a world in need, we believe we encounter and embody the love of Christ, 
who came that all might have life, and have it abundantly. If you have ever had the sneaking suspicion 
that the holiday season compels us into a deeper longing than all the marketers of consumer goods 
would have us believe, join us in prayer and worship at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, either in 
person or online. And while you pray, remember to move your feet. Together, we can do something 
that will bring a glimpse of unexpected kindness and mercy into the world. And if we do, we believe 
the story of Christmas — with its astonishing angels, lowly shepherds, guiding star, and dingy stable 
— will once again take on a life of its own.

To you, to the ones whom you love, and to the ones whom only God loves, we wish a blessed Advent 
season and a Merry Christmas.

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

There is a Kenyan proverb that says, “When you pray, remember to move your feet.”
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Pittsburgh Girls Choir’s All-Choir Holiday Concert 
Saturday, December 3, at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

On Saturday, December 3, the Pittsburgh Girls Choir presents its all-choir holiday concert in the 
Sanctuary at 2:00 p.m. All ages are welcome to this family-friendly concert, which features composer 
John Rutter’s cycle of carols, Dancing Day. Suggested admission is $10, or pay what you can. A cookie 
reception follows the concert.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Above: The Pittsburgh Girls Choir, under the direction of Kathryn Barnard

Advent Choral Concert 
Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

On Sunday, December 11, Music in a Great Space invites you 
to a free Advent choral concert in the Sanctuary at 3:00 p.m.  
The Shadyside Chancel Choir, the Shadyside Strings, and 
pianist Ellen Fast will present a program featuring the music of 
composer Gerald Finzi, including In Terra Pax, Magnificat, and 
Eclogue for Piano and Strings.

No tickets are necessary to attend; donations are appreciated. 
Consider arriving early to enjoy warm beverages and desserts in 
the Parish Hall as part of the church’s community open house. 
(Please see the article on page 4.)

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Artwork: Three Angels with Trumps ©  
J. Kirk Richards, 2014

Right: The Pittsburgh Camerata, under 
the direction of Dr. Mark A. Anderson

Christmas with the Camerata 
Sunday, December 4, at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

The thirtieth concert season of Music in a Great Space continues with the Pittsburgh Camerata, 
presenting “Christmas with the Camerata,” on Sunday, December 4, at 3:00 p.m.

Hear Pittsburgh’s premier 
professional chamber choir, 
under the direction of Dr. Mark 
A. Anderson, sing a program of 
choral music for the season, with 
special guests, the Lincoln Park 
Performing Arts Charter School 
Women’s Choir, Dr. Marissa 
Ulmer, director.

Tickets are available to purchase 
at www.pittsburghcamerata.org 
and at the door.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE
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PARISH LIFE

Christmas Community Open House 
Sunday, December 11, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

On Sunday, December 11, take a break from the hustle and bustle of 
this hectic season, and refresh your spirit in the beauty and serenity 
of our sacred spaces. Warm beverages and cookies will be available 
in the Parish Hall from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Join us as your schedule 
permits, and please invite friends and neighbors to this welcoming 
event. Consider returning or remaining afterward for a free Advent 
choral concert in the Sanctuary at 3:00  p.m. (Please see page 3.)
Right: A gingerbread church created by Chef Steven Bright is displayed in the Sharp 
Atrium for a previous Community Open House. Also incorporated into this miniature 
wonderland, which delighted young and old alike almost as much as Chef Bright’s 
delicious treats, was a train display on loan from member Paul Dodworth. 

Artwork: Revelation 22:2 © 2022 
Timothy R. Botts | Eyekons

MISSIONS

The Giving Tree: Mission Project 
Sundays, December 4 and 11, in the Parish Hall

During the early weeks of Advent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
will again sponsor the Giving Tree, which will support the parents 
of several of our mission partners: Sojourner House; Sojourner 
House’s Mentoring, Opportunity, Motivation, and Spirituality 
(MOMS) program; and the Pennsylvania Organization for Women 
in Early Recovery (POWER). During the Time of Fellowship on 
Sundays, December 4 and 11, two trees in the Parish Hall will be 
decorated with special ornaments listing gift recipients’ names 
and details, including clothing/shoe size and color preference. 
Coordinators will be present to register your name along with 
the name of the recipient. Wrapped gifts should be returned to 
the church by noon on Monday, December 19; please affix to the 
package a gift tag indicating the name or initials of the recipient, 
along with the recipient’s identification number. If you have 
questions about the Giving Tree, please contact the church office.

Your gifts, along with your thoughts and prayers for the families 
of Sojourner House, Sojourner House MOMS, and POWER, 
are appreciated and will be a sign to them of Christ’s love this 
Christmas season. 

Above: The Giving Tree is displayed in the Sharp Atrium during a previous Advent season 
for members of the congregation to select gift tags. The mission project supports several 
of our local mission partners. Photograph taken by Nick Conti. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Intergenerational 
Advent Study
Sundays through  
December 18 at 9:45 a.m.

Shadyside’s Advent study for 
children, youth, and adults 
convenes in the Parish Hall for 
an introduction to the day’s 
lesson before exploring the 
theme through Scripture, art, 
music, and games. 

• November 27
 Longing for the Peaceful 

Kingdom  

• December 4
 Faith-filled Hope

• December 11
 Joy in Unexpected Places

• December 18
 Called to Love

Schedule Change

Christian Education classes 
will not be held at 9:45 a.m. 

on Sunday, December 25, and 
Sunday, January 1. Education 

classes for all ages will resume 
on Sunday, January 8, at 

10:00 a.m.
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CARE & SUPPORT

Message from the Reverend Elizabeth Michael Ross
Dear Shadyside,

I want to thank you for the exceedingly warm welcome you have 
offered me in my early weeks of ministry with and among you. I am 
aware that I step into a powerful current of ministry here, streams of 
living water flowing freely through your past and present leadership. 
I feel privileged to be charged with the parts of ministry closest to 
my heart — those of care and compassion — and to come alongside 
the Deacons and the Care Team as we as a church seek to bear 
God’s tender mercies to one another.

I am eager to know you better! Please reach out if you would like to 
join me for a visit, a cup of coffee, a walk, or dinner at a Wednesday 
night Table to Table. Truly these conversations are my first priority 
and great joy as I am yet new here. I relish the chance to spend some 
time together and to learn more from you about what life together looks like at Shadyside.

And, I am eager to be available to you, especially as you welcome pastoral care and spiritual 
accompaniment. A typical week finds me in the office Mondays and Wednesdays, and in worship 
roughly every other Sunday. (My call to this church is half-time; I spend the other half of my work 
week in the pastoral care department at Shadyside Hospital.) But I have the gift of flexibility in my 
schedule and am committed to meeting you where and when it is helpful.

As Advent dawns, summoning us to a posture of expectancy, I find myself waiting, watchful, hopeful, 
for the work of God unfolding here, now, in our midst. I cannot wait to find out together.

Peace,

The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care

Above: Rev. Elizabeth M. Michael Ross

Above: The Best Supper © Jan L. 
Richardson. janrichardson.com

PARISH LIFE

Table to Table 
Fellowship Over a Delicious Meal on Wednesdays Before Vespers at 6:00 p.m.

You are invited to gather at table for a church family dinner before 
gathering at the Lord’s Table in worship on Wednesday evenings. 
Enjoy fellowship over a delicious meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers at 7:00 p.m. You 
are welcome to come for dinner or worship, or both. Please make 
your dinner reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium by the 
Sunday prior. A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of 
the meal. Nursery care will be provided during vespers. 

Schedule Note: Table to Table and midweek vespers will not be held 
on Wednesdays, December 21 and 28, and Wednesday, January 4.  
Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 11, at 7:00 p.m., with  
Table to Table prior at 6:00 p.m.

On MLK Jr. Day, Prepare and Serve Dinner for EECM
This Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to an all-church day of 
service in partnership with East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM). We will gather at the church at 
2:00 p.m. on Monday, January 16, to prepare the evening meal for the EECM shelter. That evening, at 
5:30 p.m., we will meet at the EECM Community House (6140 Station Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206) 
in East Liberty to serve dinner to shelter guests. To participate, please sign up online or contact 
the church office. For further information, please contact the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith or 
Deacon Adam Loucks through the church office.

MISSIONS
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Among Our People
Earlier this year, the Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes, seventh president 
of Princeton Theological Seminary, announced his intention to 
retire in 2023. This fall, the seminary’s Board of Trustees elected 
the Reverend Dr. Jonathan Lee Walton to serve as the seminary’s 
eight president, effective January 1, 2023. Dr. Walton will succeed 
Dr. Barnes, who has served as president since January 2013 after 
having served as our tenth senior pastor at Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church from 2003 through 2012. Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
invites you to pray with us in thanksgiving for the ways in which 
Dr. Barnes and Dawne have served the Church throughout their 
time at Princeton Theological Seminary. We also pray for God’s 
blessings upon the Barnes family and the seminary community as 
they navigate the transitions ahead.

The Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA) has 
named the Reverend Dr. Douglas Portz, a longtime servant of the 
denomination, to the position of Vice President, Church Relations. 
Doug’s wife, the Reverend Lynn M. Portz, retired in May after forty 
years of ordained ministry, serving most recently as our Associate 
Pastor for Parish Life at Shadyside Presbyterian Church from 
2009 through May 2022. Their daughter, the Reverend Bethany 
Harbaugh, serves as Parish Associate for Elfinwild Presbyterian 
Church in Glenshaw, Pennsylvania. Dr. Portz has served seven 
years with the Board of Pensions, following decades of service in 
parish and mid council ministry. A minister member of Pittsburgh 
Presbytery, he currently serves on the presbytery’s Commission on 
Ministry. We extend our hearty congratulations to Doug.

MISSIONS

Malawi Mission Meal 
Sunday, January 22, in the Parish Hall following worship

Let your imagination travel through time and across the Atlantic Ocean with Elder Don Coffelt, Elder 
Susan Weber Balaan, and the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley as they share their experiences 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s mission partnership with Blantyre Synod, Mulanje Mission, the 
H. Parker Sharp Health Clinic, Emily House, and the Soche Church of Central Africa Presbytery (our 
sister church). Learn how you can become a vital participant in this ministry alongside our friends and 
colleagues in Malawi, whose impact in their churches and villages is life-changing for so many of our 
neighbors there, especially those who are most vulnerable. 

Join us for a congregational luncheon in the Parish Hall following worship on Sunday, January 22. 
Please make your luncheon reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church 

office. A freewill offering will be 
received to offset the costs of the 
meal. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to sample nsima (a traditional 
Malawian dish) and kambuzi (a 
hot sauce made from kambuzi 
peppers). You also may expect 
to see the chitenge (traditional 
celebratory clothing) designed 
by Mayi Abusa Rose Maganga 
(Pastor Joseph’s wife) and to 
hear a bit of the abiding history 
and promising future of this 
partnership that is more than 
three decades in the making.

Above: Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes with 
Dawne Barnes

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

Above: Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz

Above: Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s mission team enjoys the generous hospitality of 
our friends and mission partners in Malawi during their visit in June 2022. 
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Pledges and Year-End Giving

“But seek the welfare of the city … and pray to the Lord on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”  

Jeremiah 29:7

As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have fully contributed your pledge 
amount for this current year. For those of you who are in a position to make additional year-end 
charitable contributions, please remember the church in your giving. All gifts and contributions 
intended for calendar year 2022 need to be received by noon on Thursday, December 29, in order to 
be included in this year. Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2023, please do so by 
returning your form to the church, or pledge online by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge. We 
greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received. 

Stewardship Committee: Trustee Brigetta P. Del Re; Elder James M. Gockley, Co-Chair;  
Elder Carey A. Harris; Elder Mark A. Krofchik; Elder Gary S. Lasser; Elder Gary W. Lotz;  

Elder Frederick L. Porkolab; Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley; and Elder George T. Snyder, Co-Chair

STEWARDSHIP

Seek the Welfare of the City

Register Now for the 2023–2024 SPCNS School Year
Established by several members of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
(SPCNS) has been providing children with a blessed beginning 
since 1951! At SPCNS, our child-centered, caring environment 
allows children to learn language, literacy, math, and science, and 
to explore God’s world, through play.

Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for the 2023–2024 school 
year. Classes are offered on weekday mornings for two-, three-, 
four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds. Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church members, returning students, siblings, and alumni families 
receive enrollment preference. Please visit the school’s website 
shadysideschool.org or call Director Liz Buchanan at 412-681-6311.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Above: Photograph taken by Melody 
Farrin. Artwork design by Lisa Platt.

MISSIONS

Bedding and Pillow Collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh
During the month of January, Shadyside Presbyterian Church will hold its annual bedding and pillow 
collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh, one of our local mission partners. Since 2004, this Christian 
volunteer ministry has provided basic used furniture to disadvantaged families who lack these items.

Most-needed items include gender-neutral bedding and complete bedding sets for mattress sizes 
twin/single, full/double, and queen. All pillows must be new by state law. Towels, washcloths, 
and blankets of all sizes (especially queen) also are welcome. Please label all donations with the 
appropriate size and bring them to the church on or before Tuesday, January 31. A collection bin for 
the contributions will be located in the Sharp Atrium. Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

“MOUSE”-ELLANEOUS

The

... because the mouse hears everything

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 
to each of you from The Church Mouse!
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Please see page 1 for worship information about Sundays in Advent.

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Second Sunday of Christmas, January 1, with Communion,  
at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross, preaching
Baptism of the Lord Sunday, January 8, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
Sunday, January 15, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
Sunday, January 22, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
Sunday, January 29, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
If you are unable to join us in person on Sundays, you may view  

our live worship webcast at www.shadysidepres.org/live.

Midweek Vespers
Please see page 2 for Advent Vespers in the Sanctuary.  

Note: No vespers will occur on December 21 and 28, and January 4.
Wednesdays, January 11, 18, and 25, at 7:00 p.m. 

with Communion 
These candlelit services in our beautiful Chapel offer a more 
intimate worship experience in the midst of our hectic lives. 
(Table to Table occurs at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall prior to 

vespers. Please see page 5.)

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, January 3 
February issue

Wednesday, February 1 
March issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Live Worship Webcast

Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

View our worship livestream at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live.  
If you are not able to gather 
on-site with us, we hope you 
will gather with us in spirit.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

