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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

If you are a guest with us this evening, our ushers are available to assist you.

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Concerning Communion – We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from 
home and those worshiping in the Sanctuary.  Please read the information on page 7 to learn about 
your options for partaking in this evening’s celebration of the Sacrament.

Children in Worship – Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available 
in the Narthex.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.  

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back 
of the Sanctuary. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has 
established masking protocols based on the community level of COVID-19 in Allegheny County, 
consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  When the 
COVID-19 community level in Allegheny County is red (high), masks are required inside the church 
building; when yellow (medium), masks are suggested inside the church building; and when green 
(low), each individual may make a personal decision about masking.  To provide a safer area for those 
who are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the 
transepts, regardless of vaccination status.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel 
may be unmasked at times to carry out their worship responsibilities.  On Saturdays, please check 
either the CDC website or the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.  Thank you for 
your patience and for prioritizing the well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Prayer Engelbert Humperdinck
Amazing Grace Traditional
Andante, Brandenburg no. 2 Johann Sebastian Bach
Jesu Bambino Pietro Yon

The Shadyside Cello Trio

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross
Pastor:    Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel.
People:   You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Pastor:    Stir up Your might, and come to save us.
People:   Restore us, O God of Hosts.
Pastor:    Let Your face shine, that we might be saved.
All:    Come, Lord Jesus! Based upon Psalm 80:1-2, 19

s	 HYMN  11
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? Valet will ich dir geben

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Holy God, we lay our longings alongside those of a weary world.  We are too often 
half-hearted in our discipleship while You hold out for us abundant life.  We are too 
much accustomed to the status quo while You speak of a new thing.  We are too stuck 
in systems that yield strife and injustice while You hold for us a peace that passes all 
understanding.  Come to us, Lord Jesus, until we trust You more than the governors 
of this world, receive the witness of unlikely messengers, and bear within our bodies 
the good news of great joy.

 SILENT CONFESSION   

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Veni Emmanuel  (Hymn no. 9)
O come, Thou Root of Je—sse, free Thine own from Satan’s tyr—anny; from depths 
of hell Thy peo—ple save and give them victory o’er— the grave.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Text: Latin, ca. 12th century.  Translation: John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1854.   
Music adapted by Thomas Helmore, 1854.

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Gloria, refrain  (Hymn no. 23)
Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!  Glo—ria in excelsis Deo!

Text: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813–1882), alt.   

Music: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Isaiah 64:1-9 page 694 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SOLO 
Rejoice in the Lord Always Richard W. Gieseke

Hayden Keefer, bass

 HOMILY The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross
Advent’s Cry

s HYMN OF RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Carol  (Hymn no. 38)
Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart; O Christ, abide with us, 
and spread Thy table in our heart.  There sup with us in love divine; Thy body and 
Thy blood, that living bread, that heav’nly wine, be our immortal food.
 Text: James Montgomery, 1825; alt.  Music: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850.

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
InvItatIon to the table 
eucharIstIc Prayer

Pastor:   The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Words of InstItutIon

communIon of the PeoPle

At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to 
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available 
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 7 for further details.

musIc durIng communIon 
This Touch of Love Alfred V. Fedak

Hayden Keefer, bass

Prayer of resPonse and the lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

s CLOSING RESPONSE  
Pastor:    It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction and 

loss —

People:   This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting 
life.

Pastor:    It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and 
poverty, death and destruction —

People:   This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly.
Pastor:    It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war and 

destruction rule forever —

People:   This is true: Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the 
government shall be upon His shoulder, His name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of Peace.

Pastor:    It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule the 
world —

People:   This is true: To Me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo I am 
with you, even until the end of the world.

  (The Closing Response continues on page 6.)
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Pastor:    It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the 
prophets of the Church before we can be peacemakers —

People:   This is true: I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh and your sons and 
daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions and your old 
men shall have dreams.

Pastor:    It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of human dignity, 
of peace are not meant for this earth and for this history —

People:   This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true worshipers shall 
worship God in spirit and in truth.

All:    So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope.  Let us see visions 
of love and peace and justice.  Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with 
faith, with courage: Jesus Christ — the life of the world.

“Advent Credo,” by Allan Boesak

s	 HYMN  6
Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending Helmsley

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Traditional

The Shadyside Cello Trio

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 

Vespers in Advent

··········  Wednesdays, December 7 and 14, at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

During the liturgical season of Advent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us on Wednesdays 
for an evening of music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  These 45-minute candlelight Communion 

services include a homily, the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and music offered by the Shadyside Strings, 
cellist Elisa Kohanski, the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, and vocal soloists from the Shadyside Chancel Choir.
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Advent Choral Concert

··········  Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

The Chancel Choir, the Shadyside Strings, and 
pianist Ellen Fast present the music of Gerald Finzi: 
In Terra Pax, Magnificat, and Eclogue for Piano and 
Strings.  No tickets needed; donations appreciated.

Christmas with the Camerata

··········  Sunday, December 4, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Pittsburgh’s premier professional chamber choir, 
under the direction of Dr. Mark A. Anderson, 

presents a concert of choral music for the season.   
Tickets: www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

This Evening from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

We give thanks for our musicians this evening: Justin M. Wallace, organist; Hayden Keefer, bass; and 
cellists Elisa Kohanski, Susanna Reilly, and Will Teegarden.  This evening’s music is made possible by a 
grant from the William E. Saul Fund of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Communion Servers: Elder Conrad E. Bricker, Deacon Robin S. Minich, Elder Sharon A. Taylor, and  
Deacon Carey T. Vinson

Ushers: Ellen L. Allston, Robert B. Luthultz, and Sharon L. Luthultz

About Communion

If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary today, several options are offered for Communion.

• Beginning with the transepts, ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle.  At the 
Chancel steps, you will receive a piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion 
servers.  After communing, please return to your seat using the side aisles.

• If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from 
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  

• Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely today, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or 
matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so.  Even 
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.

Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this evening, we remain in full 
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.



A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
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Sundays in Advent

· · · · · · · · · ·   Christian Education for All Ages at 9:45 a.m., followed by Worship at 11:00 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.”  During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world 
and watch with expectant hope for His coming again.  In its historical origins, the season of Advent was patterned 
after the season of Lent, a six-week period of penitence and preparation for Easter.  Similarly, the four weeks of 
Advent present an opportunity for communal discernment and personal examination, as the Church prepares 

to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for Christ’s return.  
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