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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.

If you are worshiping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nursery downstairs.  
Pagers are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to 
report directly to the Nursery downstairs.  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend worship 
and may exit with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian education.  
(If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning to the 
Sanctuary.)  After worship, families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the month, 
all children are invited to remain in worship through the entire service for Communion.  Worship 
activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back 
of the Sanctuary.

Flower Ministry – After worship, members of the Board of Deacons’ Flower Ministry divide the chancel 
flowers into bouquets to be distributed to individuals who are celebrating joyous occasions and to those 
who could use some cheer.  If you would like to deliver a bouquet to someone you know, please stop by 
the front of the Sanctuary after worship to receive one.  Help us to share God’s love through flowers.

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has 
established masking protocols based on the community level of COVID-19 in Allegheny County.   
(Please see page 10 for more.)  To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, please maintain 
social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of vaccination status.   
Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for cleaning and 
sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Three settings of “Savior of the Nations, Come” Johann Sebastian Bach

 Andreas Nicolaus Vetter

 LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE OF ADVENT and CALL TO WORSHIP  
Lexi M. Kroskey and Ellen L. Allston

Leader:    The prophet Isaiah declares that in days to come God will judge between the nations,

People:   And arbitrate for many peoples.
Leader:    We light this candle in hope, refusing to let go of Isaiah’s vision that swords shall be 

beaten into plowshares, and spears into pruning hooks, and that nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.

People:   O God whose promised presence we await, enter into the world You so love 
and there proclaim, “Peace be within you.”

All:    Let us worship God! Based upon Isaiah 2:4-5 and Psalm 122:8

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  17
“Sleepers, Wake!”  A Voice Astounds Us Wachet auf

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith

 ORISON 
O Sing Unto the Lord Noel Rawsthorne
O sing unto the Lord a new song!  Let the congregation of saints praise Him!  Let them praise 
His name in the dance.  Let them sing praises unto Him with tabret and harp.  Let the saints be 
joyful in glory.  O sing unto the Lord a new song. Text: Psalm 149:1, 3, 5

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Almighty God, who has chosen earth as a cradle; deepen our sorrow for the evil we 
have done to one another, and forgive what we have neglected in the need of our 
neighbor and stranger.  Move us in these hastening days to an honest repentance.   
Remove from within us the comfortable lies and the arrogance by which we have 
prevented the world’s peace and hoarded creation’s abundance.  Then turn our hearts 
toward Bethlehem and the Babe born in a manger.

 SILENT CONFESSION   

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.
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 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) St. Louis  (Hymn no. 44)
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be 
born in us today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come 
to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
 Text:  Phillips Brooks, 1868.  Music: Lewis Henry Redner, 1868.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Antioch  (Hymn no. 40)
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make 
His blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as 
the curse is found.
 Text:  Isaac Watts, 1719; alt.  Music attributed to George Frideric Handel, 1742;  

arranged by Lowell Mason, 1836.

Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the  
Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel  

before returning to the Sanctuary.)

 WELCOME  

 MINUTE FOR MISSION  Deacon Lisa Iadicicco
The Giving Tree

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Isaiah 2:1-5 pages 631 and 632 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 ANTHEM  
Advent Message Martin How
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen, come Lord Jesus. O come quickly.  The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness: Prepare ye the way of the Lord!  Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
 Text: Revelation 22:20; Isaiah 40:3; and Mark 1:3
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 EPISTLE and GOSPEL 
Romans 13:11 page 162 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Matthew 24:36-44 pages 27 and 28 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
The Break-in and the Impossibility of Staying Awake

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  376
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Hyfrydol

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   |  The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen.

 PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM 
I Was Glad David Hurd

I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.”  Our feet shall stand 
within thy gates, O Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself, to which the 
tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.  
For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.  Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem: “May they prosper that love thee.  Peace be within thy walls, and quietness within 
thy towers.”  For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I pray for your prosperity.  Because of the 
house of the Lord our God I will seek thy good.   Text: Psalm 122
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s	 DOXOLOGY  (sung in unison) The First Nowell  (Hymn no. 56)
Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, that hath made 
heav’n and earth of nought, and with His own life our lives He hath bought.  Nowell, 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell.  Praise to the King of Israel.

Text: English carol, 17th century, alt.  Music: English carol, Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833.

s OFFERTORY PRAYER 

s	 HYMN  1
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Stuttgart

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Prelude for the First Sunday of Advent Georges Robert

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
George Dilworth Lockhart.

Ushers: Daniel Giosta, Robert B. Luthultz, and Sharon L. Luthultz.  Coordinators:  Mark G. Allston, Brigetta 
P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, Mark A. Krofchik, Robert P. O’Neil, and Carey T. Vinson.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Vespers in Advent

··········  Wednesdays, November 30, and December 7 and 14, at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

During the liturgical season of Advent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us on Wednesdays 
for an evening of music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  These 45-minute candlelight Communion 

services include a homily, the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and music offered by the Shadyside Strings, 
cellist Elisa Kohanski, the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, and vocal soloists from the Shadyside Chancel Choir.
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A Service of Lessons and Carols

··········  Sunday, December 18, at 11:00 a.m.  ··········

Join us for this service featuring a series of 
Scripture readings, carols, hymns, and choral 

anthems sung by the Chancel Choir in the tradition 
of King’s College, Cambridge.

Advent Choral Concert

··········  Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

The Chancel Choir, the Shadyside Strings, and 
pianist Ellen Fast present the music of Gerald Finzi: 
In Terra Pax, Magnificat, and Eclogue for Piano and 
Strings.  No tickets needed; donations appreciated.

About This Morning’s Music

The tune, Nun komm, der heiden Heiland (“Savior of the Nations, Come,” hymn no. 14), is a medieval Latin 
plainsong chant tune dating from circa the ninth century.  The present form of the melody in our hymnal 
dates from a 1524 publication in Erfurt.  Johann Sebastian Bach used this chorale (hymn) tune for at least 
four organ preludes, as well as his sixty-second cantata.  The first setting by Bach is the first prelude in his  
Orgelbüchlein (1713–1717).  Its compositional style is strikingly similar to Italian harpsichord music, consisting 
of rolled or arpeggiated chords, designed to sustain the pitches longer.  The second setting is by Andreas 
Nicolaus Vetter.  The third setting is from Bach’s monumental collection of Eighteen Chorales,  edited in 
their final versions in his last post at the Thomaskirche in Leipzig (1723–1750).  This setting has the chorale 
melody in the soprano; it is so highly ornamented that the actual melody is largely unrecognizable.  The 
pedal line is a “walking bass” line, perhaps a reference to the wandering of mankind, looking for the Christ 
Child.  The ornamentation of the melody evokes a sense of longing and searching as well — in this case, for 
clarity or guidance.

Christmas with the Camerata

··········  Sunday, December 4, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Pittsburgh’s premier professional chamber choir, 
under the direction of Dr. Mark A. Anderson, 

presents a concert of choral music for the season.   
Tickets: www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

Pgh. Girls Choir Holiday Concert

··········  Saturday, December 3, at 2:00 p.m.  ··········

The Pittsburgh Girls Choir’s all-choir holiday concert 
features John Rutter’s Cycle of Carols, Dancing Day.  
All ages are welcome to this family-friendly concert. 

Suggested admission is $10, or pay what you can.
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take time to sign these care letters, 
which are a ministry supported by Shadyside’s Board of Deacons.

Stewardship Reminder – We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.  If 
you have not submitted your pledge form, please remember to return it soon.  Additional pledge forms 
are located in the pew racks, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium.  You also may submit your pledge confidentially 
through the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.

Christmas Poinsettias – As part of Shadyside’s Christmas celebration, the Board of Deacons is providing the 
opportunity for the placement of poinsettias in the Sanctuary during the worship services on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day.  We also invite you to support the church’s flower fund and place loved ones’ 
names in the bulletin.  The cost per plant is $9.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/poinsettia by today,  
November 27, for details and access to the online ordering form.  Paper order forms are available in the 
Narthex and Sharp Atrium.  You also may place your order or submit your loved ones’ names by contacting 
Ruth Garrett in the church office: 412-682-4300, ext. 111, or rgarrett@shadysidepres.org.  You are welcome 
to order a poinsettia to take home after worship on Sunday, December 25, or to be delivered to those who 
would be blessed to receive one during this holiday season.

Table to Table: Dinner and Vespers – This fall, you are invited to gather at table for a church family dinner 
before gathering at the Lord’s Table in worship on Wednesday evenings.  Enjoy fellowship over a delicious 
meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers at 7:00 p.m.  You 
are welcome to come for dinner or worship, or both.  Please make your dinner reservation by signing up in 
the Sharp Atrium by the Sunday prior.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.  
Nursery care will be provided during vespers.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  For more information, 
please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office. 

Warmth Drive for Mission Partners – This month, we will collect winter coats for two of our mission partners: 
East End Cooperative Ministry and Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard.  You can drop off any new 
or gently-used winter coats for men and women on or before Wednesday, November 30.  Coat sizes should 
be small to XXL for women, and medium to XXXL for men.  We also welcome winter pants and shirts 
for women and men (same sizes), as well as new boots (sizes 7 to 11 for women, and sizes 8 to 13 for men).   
A collection bin for the contributions will be located in the Sharp Atrium.

News and Notes
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The Giving Tree will support the parents of several of our mission partners: Sojourner House; Sojourner 
House’s Mentoring, Opportunity, Motivation, and Spirituality (MOMS) program; and the Pennsylvania 
Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER).  During the Time of Fellowship on Sundays, 
December 4 and 11, two trees in the Parish Hall will be decorated with special ornaments listing gift 
recipients’ names and details, including clothing/shoe size and color preference.  Coordinators will be 
present to register your name along with the name of the recipient.  Wrapped gifts should be returned to 
the church by noon on Monday, December 19; please affix to the package a gift tag indicating the name 
or initials of the recipient, along with the recipient’s identification number.  If you have questions, please 
contact the church office.

Community Open House – On Sunday, December 11, take a break from the hustle and bustle of this hectic 
season, and refresh your spirit in the beauty and serenity of our sacred spaces.  Warm beverages and cookies 
will be available in the Parish Hall from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  Join us as your schedule permits, and please 
invite friends and neighbors to this welcoming event.  Consider returning or remaining afterward for a 
free Advent choral concert in the Sanctuary at 3:00 p.m.

New History Book – The Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation celebrates the publication of its first comprehensive 
history.  Written by Elder Tim Engleman, Spiritual and Material: History of the Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation 
covers the origins, development, and work of this organization, which has quietly made charitable grants in 
accordance with the will of Mrs. Susan Hunt for more than eight decades.  Copies of the book are available 
at no cost in the Narthex; please take one and learn more about this foundation with close connections to 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Church History and Architecture Books – Shadyside Presbyterian Church has published two books authored 
by Elder Timothy C. Engleman which explore the church’s history and architecture in depth.  Both may be 
purchased through the church office; order forms are available in the Narthex and on the church website.

Daily Prayer – As a part of our church-wide discipleship, we follow the daily lectionary in the Book of Common 
Worship Daily Prayer, which also contains prayers and intimate worship services.  Feel free to pick up one 
of the books from the bookcase in the Parlor (accessible via the Sharp Atrium) for a suggested donation of 
$20.  (Checks may be placed in an offering plate and made payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with 
“Daily Lectionary” in the memo line.)  We hope you will join us on this journey of discipleship! 

Music in a Great Space, the concert series at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, celebrates its thirtieth 
anniversary season in 2022-2023.  Brochures are available in the Narthex; please take one and plan to join us.

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 21 and 28, 2022, and Wednesday, January 4, 
2023.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 11, at 7:00 p.m., with Table to Table prior at 6:00 p.m.

Christian Education Classes will not be held at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 25, 2022, and Sunday,  
January 1, 2023.  Education classes for all ages will resume on Sunday, January 8, at 10:00 a.m.
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The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) is comprised of nine members of the congregation: 
Robert W. Anderson, Laura C. Duncan, Timothy C. Engleman, Robert B. Luthultz, Daniel S. Potter,  
Robert B. Reppe, Melissa A. Rychener, Jee Eun Song, and Mary Margaret M. Stamy.  You may contact them 
at pnc@shadysidepres.org.  Please continue to pray for them as they work to discern whom God is calling 
to serve our church as Associate Pastor for Missions and Campus Ministry.

Caring for Our Congregation – The pastors, staff, elders, Board of Deacons, and Care Team of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church are continuing to care for members of our congregation who are in need of support 
due to sickness, isolation, grief, or distress, or who are hurting in other ways.  We are encouraging members 
to make us aware of such needs for themselves or on behalf of a fellow congregant who could benefit from 
the sharing of God’s love through the church’s various ministries of care and support.  To help us extend 
our reach within our community of faith, please contact the church office.

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

Masking Protocol – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force has established guidelines 
for indoor masking, consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
When the COVID-19 community level in Allegheny County is red (high), masks are required inside the 
church building; when yellow (medium), masks are suggested inside the church building; and when green 
(low), each individual may make a personal decision about masking.  To provide a safer area for those who 
are most vulnerable, please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts of 
the Sanctuary, regardless of vaccination status.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel 
may be unmasked at times to carry out their worship responsibilities.  On Saturdays, please check either 
the CDC website or the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.  Thank you for your patience 
and for prioritizing the well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Church Calendar
··········  November 27 – December 4  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — First Sunday of Advent
November 27 11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
  12:00 p.m. Budget and Finance Committee in the Stamy Room
  4:00 p.m. COVID-19 Task Force via Zoom Videoconferencing
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY 6:00 p.m. Table to Table: Dinner in the Parish Hall
  7:00 p.m. Advent Vespers in the Sanctuary and Online

THURSDAY 5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library and via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel

SATURDAY 2:00 p.m. Pittsburgh Girls Choir Holiday Concert in the Sanctuary

SUNDAY 9:45 a.m.  Christian Education Classes for All Ages in the Parish Hall — Advent Study
December 4 11:00 a.m.  Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online 

Second Sunday of Advent — Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
  12:00 p.m. Giving Tree in the Parish Hall
  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays) in the Youth Room
  3:00 p.m. Music in a Great Space Concert: Christmas with the Camerata in the Sanctuary

Sunday, November 27
Psalms 24; 150
Isaiah 1:1-9
2 Peter 3:1-10
Matthew 25:1-13

Monday, November 28
Psalms 122; 145
Isaiah 1:10-20
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Luke 20:1-8

Tuesday, November 29
Psalms 33; 146
Isaiah 1:21-31
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12
Luke 20:9-18

Wednesday, November 30
Psalms 50; 147:1-11
Isaiah 2:1-4
1 Thessalonians 2:13-20
Luke 20:19-26

Thursday, December 1
Psalms 18:1-20; 147:12-20
Isaiah 2:5-22
1 Thessalonians 3:1-13
Luke 20:27-40

Friday, December 2
Psalms 102; 148
Isaiah 3:1–4:1
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
Luke 20:41–21:4

Saturday, December 3
Psalms 90; 149
Isaiah 4:2-6
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Luke 21:5-19

Sunday, December 4
Psalms 24; 150
Isaiah 5:1-7
2 Peter 3:11-18
Luke 7:28-35

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  November 27 – December 4  ··········
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A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
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Sundays in Advent

· · · · · · · · · ·   Christian Education for All Ages at 9:45 a.m., followed by Worship at 11:00 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.”  During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world 
and watch with expectant hope for His coming again.  In its historical origins, the season of Advent was patterned 
after the season of Lent, a six-week period of penitence and preparation for Easter.  Similarly, the four weeks of 
Advent present an opportunity for communal discernment and personal examination, as the Church prepares 

to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for Christ’s return.  


