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... because the mouse hears everything

Blessing of the Animals on Sunday, October 23
On October 4, many Christian denominations observe the Feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi, who is often remembered as the patron saint 
of animals. This month, as the Church honors his ministry, we give 
thanks for the blessing of animals and pets in our lives. On Sunday, 
October 23, at 3:00 p.m., please join us on the church lawn near 
the Fisher Garden as Shadyside Presbyterian Church gathers for 
a Blessing of the Animals. Friendly pets of all sizes, shapes, and 
species are welcome. For everyone’s safety and to reduce stress on 
our pets, please keep all dogs on leashes and cats and other smaller 
pets in carriers. You are invited to bring a photograph of pets who 
would be more comfortable at home. Whether you have a pet, a 
favorite stuffed animal, or just want to make some new friends — 
furry, four-legged, or otherwise — we hope you will “paws” with us 
as we return thanks to God for our animal companions.

PARISH LIFE

Welcoming the Reverend Elizabeth Michael Ross as Parish Associate
On September 26, the Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross 
joined our church staff as Parish Associate for Pastoral Care. 
In this part-time role, Rev. Michael Ross will provide pastoral 
leadership, especially pastoral care where it is welcome in hospitals, 
rehabilitation centers, and homes, among those who are sick, 
bereaved, and lonely. She will serve as the primary pastor on call for 
emergencies and maintain a schedule of on-call duties as shared 
among the pastoral staff.

Rev. Michael Ross also will provide leadership support for the Board 
of Deacons and the Care Team. She will design and implement 
Parish Life programs while building upon existing Parish Life events.

Her worship responsibilities will include participating in the leadership of Sunday morning worship 
several times each month, preaching on occasion at the invitation of the senior pastor. In addition, 
Rev. Michael Ross will preach monthly at Wednesday evening services and participate in vespers 
leadership on a weekly basis. Her first Sunday with us will be World Communion Sunday, October 2. 

Please join us in welcoming Rev. Michael Ross to our church family and read more about her on page 4!

HUMAN RESOURCES
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Above: Rev. Elizabeth Michael Ross

Associate Pastor Search Update
The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) has completed the Ministry Information Form 
(MIF), a document that describes our congregation and its hopes and needs for our Associate Pastor 
for Missions and Campus Ministry. The MIF has been reviewed and approved by both the Session of 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church and the Commission on Ministry (COM) of the Pittsburgh Presbytery. 
It has now been posted with the “Church Leadership Connection” of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

in Louisville, so that pastors who might be interested in serving here may learn about our search. 
Please visit the church website www.shadysidepres.org/apnc for updates from the APNC, and please 
continue to pray for them as they work to discern whom God is calling to be our next associate pastor.

https://www.shadysidepres.org
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Stewards of the Circling Years’ Sacred Stories  
Having officially served as your senior pastor for just one year, I 
am perhaps the last person who needs to remind you of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church’s rich and abiding history. Many of you have 
practiced the faith we share longer than I have been in ministry —  
yea, longer than I have been alive — and certainly longer than I 
have served among you. I place a deep value on your experience 
of the sacred through the prayers, hymns, anthems, sermons, and 
relationships that have been offered to God in this place. In gratitude 
for all the circling years, my ears and my heart remain open to 
learning from you as you tell and retell the individual stories that 
join together to form the mosaic of this thoughtful, loving, faithful 
congregation. 

One of those stories is Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s role in originating World Communion Sunday. 
The Reverend Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr was a visionary perhaps ahead of his time when he began this 
practice at Shadyside in 1933. I personally believe that by the grace of God, the celebration of World 
Communion Sunday has reached far beyond even what the Reverend Dr. Kerr could have imagined. 

In a sense, whenever we come to the Lord’s Table, we are always gathered there with the Church 
throughout time and space, with the saints of the ages and with those who are yet to come as we 
feast at a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. But on the first Sunday of October, we intentionally 
celebrate the Sacrament of Communion with Christians geographically nearby and with our sisters 
and brothers and siblings in Christ around the globe. 

Last year, I chose to begin my ministry here on World Communion Sunday as a sign of my intention to 
remain rooted in what has been good and just in Shadyside’s history, while also calling us to focus our 
gaze on the future God holds in store. One of the most powerful moments of that first worship service 
for me came as I presided at the Lord’s Table along with my two new colleagues, the Reverend Lynn 
Portz and the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith. If I am not mistaken, this marked the first time 
that three ordained pastors who are all women celebrated the Lord’s Supper together at Shadyside 
on World Communion Sunday. 

This year, our celebration of this day will bring yet another opportunity to welcome a new pastor to 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. The Reverend Elizabeth Michael Ross will begin her ministry among 
us on this day that remains a hallmark of Shadyside’s commitment to mission and ministry in the 
world God so loves. I hope and pray that we will welcome Elizabeth and her family with the same 
warmth and joy with which my family and I were welcomed last year!

Although I have been here such a short while, I consider the keeping of your stories to be an integral 
part of my vocation. We are stewards of the wisdom our forebears have passed on to us. We may not 
always agree with the decisions they made, as those who come after us will not always agree with 
ours, but we honor the vision and commitment that have led us to this time and place, well equipped 
to do the work God is calling us to do. 

One sign of that work will make an appearance on the Lord’s Table 
on October 2, 2022, as we celebrate World Communion Sunday 
for the ninetieth time at Shadyside Presbyterian Church. A flagon 
that we received as a gift from the Reverend Joseph Maganga and 
members of the Soche Church of Central Africa Presbytery in 
Malawi will hold the juice we will pour during the words of institution. 
The flagon will be a sign of our connection to our Malawian friends 
halfway around the world. As they lift a chalice made by our own 
Deacon Garret Smith and we pour from a flagon made in Malawi, I 
pray that we will encounter together, despite the waters and lands 
that separate us, the presence of the risen Christ.

Blessings be,

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Above: Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley with 
Rev. Joseph Maganga and his wife, Rose.
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There Was Peace on Earth, and Silence in the Sky
The Pittsburgh Camerata with Chamber Orchestra • Sunday, October 9, at 3:00 p.m.

Music in a Great Space, the concert series at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, welcomes the 
Pittsburgh Camerata with chamber orchestra, presenting There Was Peace on Earth, and Silence in the 
Sky, featuring Tarik O’Regan’s Triptych for Choir and Orchestra and Ola Gjeilo’s Sunrise Mass on Sunday, 
October 9, at 3:00 p.m.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Above: The Pittsburgh Camerata, under the direction of Dr. Mark A. Anderson.

The first movement of Tarik O’Regan’s Triptych, “Threnody” (a wailing ode, song, or hymn of mourning), 
consists of texts by William Penn, William Blake, and Muhammad Rajab Al-Bayoumi, with portions of 
Psalm 13. This movement, premiered on its own, was subsequently taken on tour to Jerusalem and the 
West Bank in December 2004.

Movements II and III were conceived as a contiguous section and premiered as And There Was a Great 
Calm. Texts of these movements are drawn from John Milton, Roland Gittelsohn, Rumi, ninth-century 
Indian Bundahishn, Edward Whinfield, William Wordsworth, and Thomas Hardy. The title of the second 
and third section is taken from Thomas Hardy’s poem of the same name, written at the signing of the 
Armistice on November 11, 1918.

Tickets and subscriptions may be purchased at the door or online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org. 

Remembering Loved Ones
On the afternoon of Sunday, November 6, at 3:00 p.m., the Chancel Choir will sing Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem 
during a Service of Remembrance for All Saints. We invite the congregation to submit the names of any 
deceased family members whom they would like to have acknowledged in the afternoon bulletin. Please share 
names with the church office (info@shadysidepres.org or 412-682-4300, ext. 116) before Friday, October 28.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Twelfth Night Ensemble: Flash & Elegance 
Saturday, October 29, at 7:30 p.m.

Later this month, Music in a Great Space also welcomes the 
Twelfth Night ensemble on Saturday, October 29, at 7:30 p.m.

Twelfth Night — Rachell Ellen Wong, violin; Carmen Johnson-
Pájaro, violin; Andrew Gonzalez, violoncello da spalla; and David 
Belkovski, harpsichord — present sonatas by Italian composers 
Caldara, Vivaldi, and Lanzetti in a program that showcases the 
brilliance and flexibility of the rare violoncello da spalla.

Tickets may be purchased online at www.chathambaroque.org 
or at the door.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Above: (from left to right) Rachell Ellen Wong, 
Carmen Johnson Pájaro, Andrew Gonzalez, 
and David Belkovski.
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Introducing the Reverend Elizabeth Michael Ross — continued from page 1 

Elizabeth’s roots are in the red clay of the North Carolina foothills, where she grew up the oldest of 
four children in a small town called Conover. She received her formal education from Presbyterian 
College in Clinton, South Carolina, and from Princeton Theological Seminary. Since her ordination 
in 2008, she has served Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church in Durham, North Carolina; University 
Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill, North Carolina; and, most recently, Community of Reconciliation 
Church in Pittsburgh.

Elizabeth’s life and faith have been shaped significantly by seasons spent with Presbyterian churches 
in South Africa and with the ecumenical Church of the Savior in Washington, DC. She feels herself 
most spiritually alive in spaces where people sing communally and work cooperatively for the 
common good. Elizabeth brings a deep hope in the gospel’s work in the world, a deep joy in the 
privilege of pastoral ministry, and a deep love for communities being shaped by the way of Jesus.

Elizabeth is married to Bob, who is a professor of social justice studies and community engagement 
at Point Park University. Together they parent their two-and-a-half-year-old son, who ensures that 
life stays full of dance parties, honest expressions of feelings, and plenty of wonder. In her free time, 
Elizabeth enjoys reading, cooking, and hiking.

To the saints at Shadyside, Elizabeth writes, “I cannot wait to know you. How grateful I am to be 
invited into this particular community, to be tasked with the parts of ministry that are my greatest 
joys, and to join you in the call to be bearers of God’s tenderness to one another.”

HUMAN RESOURCES

A New Insight about World Communion Sunday’s Origins
We owe much of what we know about the origins of World 
Communion Sunday to our former Interim Senior Pastor, the 
Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles. He established that the seed of 
the idea was planted during the year that the Reverend Dr. Hugh 
Thomson Kerr, Shadyside’s fifth pastor (1913–1945), served as 
Moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly (1930). Another 
Presbyterian pastor, the Reverend Dr. Augustus (Gus) Succop lll, 
grew up at our church. He served an internship under Dr. Kerr’s son, 
the Reverend Donald Kerr.

Gus recalls a lunchtime conversation when Donald Kerr explained 
that his father believed that Christian churches needed to unite 
against the growing threat of totalitarianism. He settled on 
Communion as a unifying act, because of its very sacramental nature 
and its practice throughout Christianity. Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church instituted yearly World Wide Communion Sunday in 
1933. It gradually grew in practice over the next decade in churches, first in the United States, later 
around the world. Donald Kerr did not consider World Communion Sunday to be his father’s major 
accomplishment. Yet he told Gus that Hugh Thomson Kerr would likely be remembered longest for 
his establishment of a celebration of God’s uniting power among Christians everywhere.

Contributed by Elder Timothy C. Engleman

HISTORY

Above: Rev. Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr

Christmas Wreaths Support the Nursery School
The nursery school is taking orders for beautiful 22-inch Fraser Fir Christmas wreaths. Wreaths can 
be ordered with or without a red velvet bow and picked up from the Parish Hall during the first week of 
December. If you want to place an order, please visit www.shadysidepres.org/wreath. Order forms 
also will be available from the church office. The final date to place an order is Tuesday, November 1. 
The cost is $25 each, or $30 with a bow. All sales benefit the nursery school. If you have questions or 
need assistance, please contact the church office.

NURSERY SCHOOL
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MISSIONS

Missional Leadership in a Time of Disruption
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary McClure Lecture and 
World Mission Initiative Conference on October 7 and 8

What does it mean to engage 
in God’s mission of love, peace, 
and justice through the major 
disruptions of our day? How can we 
lead in mission in new ways amidst 
the disruption we’ve experienced in 
the past two years? 

Join the World Mission Initiative 
and Continuing Education of 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
(PTS) on October 7 and 8 
for a conference and lecture 
from keynote speaker the Reverend Eugene E. Cho, President 
and CEO of Bread for the World. Co-sponsored by Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC), the Presbyterian Foundation, and 
many other churches and presbyteries, this conference offers 
multiple workshops taught by mission leaders and PTS staff and 
faculty. Participants may select up to two workshops, with options 
to attend either in person or online via Zoom videoconferencing. 
Registration is free. Find more information or register at the event 
website: www.pts.edu/wmi-conference. 

IN MEMORIAM

Remembering Richard Lewis Thornburgh
July 16, 1932—December 31, 2020

A memorial service for Richard Lewis Thornburgh will occur on 
Sunday, October 16, at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, followed by a reception in the Parish Hall.

Dick passed peacefully from this 
life into the Church Triumphant 
on December 31, 2020. A public 
service celebrating his life had 
been planned previously and 
postponed due to the pandemic.

The late husband of beloved SPC 
member Ginny Thornburgh, 
Dick was a longtime friend of 
the congregation and worshiped 
among us regularly. He 
committed his life to the rule of 
law; service to his community, 
state, and nation; and devotion 
to his family. His public service 
career of twenty-five years 
included contributions as 

Governor of Pennsylvania, U.S. Attorney General, and Under-
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Please join us in giving thanks to God for Dick’s life of faith, and 
plan to attend this service of witness to the resurrection. Please 
also continue to pray for Ginny and the Thornburgh family.

Above: Jane Kline, daughter of Refugee 
Resettlement Committee member 
Lizzy Bollinger Kline, helped greet our 
sponsored family by making this bright 
and colorful welcome sign.

Above: Rev. Eugene E. Cho

Above: Thanks to generous donations 
from our own congregation and from 
Temple Sinai in Squirrel Hill, an apartment 
was furnished and awaiting the arrival 
of our new neighbors in September. 
We especially thank Connie Coffelt and 
Victoria Wellstead Murphy, who, along 
with several friends from Temple Sinai, 
worked quickly and energetically to 
coordinate donations and prepare the 
apartment for occupancy.

Above: Richard Lewis Thornburgh

MISSIONS

Refugee Family 
Welcomed 
The Refugee Resettlement 
Committee of Shadyside Pres-
byterian Church is overjoyed 
to share that we welcomed our 
family of four — a father and 
three teenage daughters — to 
Pittsburgh in September. This 
family was identified for spon-
sorship by our ministry partner 
Jewish Family and Community 
Services. Our complete team, 
twenty-six people strong from 
Temple Sinai in Squirrel Hill and 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 
is very excited to begin this 
important work. Please keep 
our entire team and the arriving 
family in prayer as we embark 
upon this journey together.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
If you are unable to join us in person on Sundays, you may view  

our live worship webcast at www.shadysidepres.org/live.
World Communion Sunday, October 2, at 11:00 a.m.,  

with the Lord’s Supper 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, October 9, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Elizabeth M. Michael Ross, preaching

Sunday, October 16, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, October 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Reformation Sunday, October 30, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current  
for the latest worship precaution updates. 

Table to Table: Dinner and Vespers
Wednesdays, October 5, 12, 19, and 26 

This fall, you are invited to gather at table for a church family 
dinner before gathering at the Lord’s Table in worship on 

Wednesday evenings. Enjoy fellowship over a delicious meal 
prepared by Chef Steven Bright at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, 

followed by vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m. You are  
welcome to come for dinner or worship, or both. Please make 

your dinner reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium by the 
Sunday prior. A freewill offering will be received to offset the 

costs of the meal. Nursery care will be provided during vespers.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, October 3 
November issue

Tuesday, November 1 
December/January issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 

COVID-19 TASK FORCE

Indoor Mask Protocol
Indoor masking protocols 
continue to follow guidance 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, based 
on COVID-19 community levels 
in Allegheny County.
•  Red (High): Masks are 

required.
•  Yellow (Medium): Masks 

are suggested.
•  Green (Low): Masks are a 

personal decision.
On Saturdays, please check 
shadysidepres.org/covid-19 
for the updated status.


