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... because the mouse hears everything

Spiritual & Material: Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation Publishes History
Quietly, for more than eight decades, the Pitcairn-Crabbe 
Foundation has made charitable grants in accordance with the will 
of Mrs. Susan Hunt. A low profile has served the foundation and 
its grantees well; however, it seemed worthwhile to the directors 
that the foundation be better known among Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church officers, staff, and members. The first comprehensive 
history of Pitcairn-Crabbe — written by Elder Tim Engleman — 
covers the origins, development, and work of the organization.

The Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation is a corporation separate from 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church, yet its Board of Directors consists 
of the church’s Board of Trustees. Broadly, its purpose is to enhance 
the spiritual and material condition of people, mainly in Western 
Pennsylvania. Mrs. Hunt’s will outlined how this is to be carried 
out. She expressed hope that the foundation’s work would help 
perpetuate the memories of her grandparents, Robert and Elizabeth 
Pitcairn, and her mother, Susie Pitcairn Crabbe. Robert Pitcairn, a 
founding member of the church, was a railroad executive and entrepreneur. Mrs. Hunt designated 
much of the remainder of the Pitcairn fortune to launch the foundation in 1940.

The first chapter offers biographical sketches of those whose memories are to be perpetuated. The 
second chapter chronicles the poignant story of Susan Lee Hunt, whose short life, though rife with 
personal tragedies, culminated in the creation of the Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation. Out of great wealth 
and great turmoil, she and her trusted advisers envisioned support for Christian education, religious 
and church work, community improvement, and relief of distress. The subsequent chapters show 
how the foundation realized that vision through years of societal change.

Copies of Spiritual and Material: History of the Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation will be available at no cost  
in the church Narthex beginning in September.

HISTORY

Annual Fall Potluck Picnic Under the Tent: Sunday, September 11
The Parish Life Ministry Team would like to invite all members, 
guests, and students to our annual Potluck Picnic immediately 
following the worship service on Sunday, September 11.

The picnic will be held under a tent on the McClintock Lawn, rain or 
shine. The church will provide fried chicken, vegetarian baked beans, 
and fresh baked yeast rolls. Each family should bring an entrée or 
side dish that will serve at least 12. Cookies and an ice cream bar 
also will be provided for dessert. Don’t cook? Come anyway; we will 
have enough food for all. Comfortable clothing is encouraged.

In order to help our kitchen prepare appropriately, please let us know that you plan to join us and 
what you will bring; RSVP online at www.shadysidepres.org/picnic or contact the church office 
by Wednesday, September 7. Alternatively, you also may sign up during the time of fellowship on 
Sundays or in the Sharp Atrium during church office hours.

PARISH LIFE
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Looking Both Ways with Hope as Seasons Change 
“And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 
and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 
the earth.’ And it was so.”  (Genesis 1:14-15)

As the extended light of long summer days wanes, I pause in 
gratitude for the season that is coming to a close. In this first full 
summer among the people who are Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 
I have traveled to Soche, Malawi, and Mars Hill, North Carolina, 
as a member of two mission teams. The slower pace of summer 
has allowed time for such travel, which serves as a conduit for 
strengthening our relationships with mission partners and aiding 
our working together for justice, freedom, and peace among our neighbors. That both trips were 
formative for me as a pastor and as a person is an understatement. 

But even as I glance into the rearview mirror to see the sun setting on a marvelous summer, a thought 
crosses my mind: Historian Diana Butler Bass once claimed, “Nostalgia is the opposite of hope. One 
is thinking that the best has already happened. The other is thinking that the best is yet to come.” 
Keen to believe that what Dr. Bass has so eloquently articulated is true, I take care not to look back 
wistfully, as if everything that happened during the course of those trips to Malawi and Appalachia 
were perfect — or as if what we saw in those hallowed places is merely ripe for mining metaphors 
for preaching. Rather, I hope that our mission teams will look back on those experiences in ways that 
compel us to learn with cultural humility and to move forward, ever widening our hunger for God’s 
abundant life for all people. 

Through a new partnership with Jewish Family and Community Services, a Refugee Resettlement 
Committee formed by Temple Sinai and Shadyside Presbyterian Church will soon welcome a family 
of four to Pittsburgh. These new relationships did not happen spontaneously; much care has been 
poured into their formation, and now a history of working alongside others in our community and a 
history of working alongside others in the world will overlap in fruitful ways. Hopefully, (literally, full 
of hope!), we are building on tradition, on a pattern of being open to what God is leading us to do and 
who God is leading us to be. Seasons come and seasons go, and how that pattern manifests in our 
ministry and mission will grow and change. What remains is that God both goes ahead of us and calls 
us into that future with hope for what is yet to come.  

So as summer days shorten and fall temperatures beckon, I will unapologetically take a few moments 
to look back at photos that radiate the radical hospitality of our siblings in Christ in the “warm heart 
of Africa” that is Malawi. And I will intentionally recall the bonds formed between the youth and 
adults who traveled to Mars Hill and the homeowners and their families who welcomed us there. But 
when I do, I will fervently pray that I will simultaneously look ahead in hope and faith to the good that 
God is already fashioning from those connections. An abiding hope I hold for Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church — and one I believe we hold together as a congregation — is that we will be inspired by past 
and present experiences of God’s love to continue reaching out to a world that longs for God’s grace. 

Blessings be,

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Above: Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s mission teams with friends in Malawi (left) in June and in Mars Hill (right) in July.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Sunday Mornings Get Sticky for Children and Families
Something new is on the horizon! The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites 
children and their families to engage in a time of discovery through stories, games, music, and play, 
as we identify the relationships and best practices to set young people on a trajectory of lifelong faith 
and service.

Beginning Sunday, September 11, Stephen Donnelly and Ellen 
Allston will gather at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel with children ages 
three years old through fifth grade for a time of learning the hymns, 
prayers, stories, and worship practices of our faith.

While the children are enjoying their Chapel time, their families are 
encouraged to join Jamie Shipley for a small group gathering in the 
Parlor. Using the book Sticky Faith: Everyday Ideas to Build Lasting 
Faith in Your Kids as one of our resources, the group will discover 
ways to nurture a childlike faith through discussion, practice, play, 
and prayer.

These learning opportunities will be offered every Sunday 
throughout the fall. No prior commitment or advance reading is 
required, and coffee will be available for the grown-ups.

Childcare will be available in the Nursery for children younger than 
three years old throughout the morning.

To learn more, please contact Director of Children’s Ministry Ellen Allston: eallston@shadysidepres.org.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Nursery School Registering Students for 2022-2023
Established by several members of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church, the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church Nursery School (SPCNS) has been providing children with a blessed beginning since 1951!  
At SPCNS, our child-centered, caring environment allows children to learn language, literacy, math, 
and science, and to explore God’s world, through play.

Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for the four-year-old class which will meet on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday mornings during the 2022-2023 school year (September through May). 
Please call Director Liz Buchanan at 412-681-6311, or visit the school’s website: shadysideschool.org.

“Women at the Well” Study Acts: Awakening to God in Everyday Life
Women of all ages are welcome to gather with the “Women at the Well” for in-depth Bible study, 
discussion, and fellowship. Friendships and connections grow deeper when we share the Scriptures 
in study and prayer. 

This fall, we are exploring Acts: Awakening to God in Everyday Life, 
by Melissa Spoelstra. In this six-unit study, participants will journey 
with the first followers of Jesus and witness the birth and growth of 
the Early Church through spiritual awakening to the power of God’s 
Spirit, message, freedom, grace, mission, and direction. Each unit 
has a five-day lesson plan; each lesson takes about twenty minutes.  
(Please prepare the first unit, Acts 1-4, before our first gathering.)

Beginning Thursday, September 8, the group will gather in the Craig 
Room from 10:30 a.m. to noon. In general, we meet on the second 
and fourth Thursday of each month, but please check the calendar 
for exceptions. Masking will be based on the COVID-19 community 
level in Allegheny County for each week. Questions? Please contact 
Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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Refugee Resettlement Committee Welcoming New Family in September
The Refugee Resettlement Committee of Shadyside Presbyterian Church is pleased to share that a 
family has been identified for sponsorship by our ministry partner Jewish Family and Community 
Services (JFCS). A family of four — a father and three teenage daughters — will arrive in early 
September. Please consider providing financial support to fund housing and services like interpreters 
and utilities. We also would appreciate any donations of housewares, such as lamps, waste baskets, 
and kitchen utensils, as the committee prepares a hearty “Welcome to your new home!”

Our complete team, twenty-six people strong from Temple Sinai in Squirrel Hill and Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, is very excited to begin this important work. Please keep us and the arriving 
family in prayer as we begin this journey together.

If you have questions, or wish to arrange your support, please contact Elder Laura Duncan through 
the church office. To make a financial contribution, please make checks payable to Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, with “Refugee Assistance” in the memo line. Alternatively, visit our online giving 
portal at www.shadysidepres.org/give, click “Give Now,” then choose “Spec. Mission Programs” in 
the drop-down fund menu and “Refugee Assistance” in the memo line.

MISSIONS

Updated Indoor Masking Guidance
The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force has established the following guidelines 
for indoor masking, consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), based on COVID-19 community levels in Allegheny County.

• Red (High): Masks are required inside the church building.

• Yellow (Medium): Masks are suggested inside the church building.

•  Green (Low): Each individual may make a personal decision about masking 
inside the church building.

Please note the following exceptions will remain in effect even during yellow (medium) 
and green (low) community levels:

•  Masks will be required at all times in the transepts of the Sanctuary to provide 
a safer area for those who are most vulnerable. (Seating in these pews also will 
continue to maintain social distance.)

•  All participants in Children’s Ministry activities will remain masked for safety, including staff, 
volunteers, and children. Parents, caregivers, and guardians are welcome to accompany their 
children at any time; adults must continue to wear masks at all times in Children’s Ministry areas. 

In addition, please also be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may be unmasked at times 
in order to carry out their worship responsibilities, even during red (high) community levels.

We continue to recommend that individuals attend worship virtually if they do not feel well, have 
flu-like symptoms, or test positive for COVID-19. Additionally, please remain at home if you have had 
close contact with a person who has COVID-19 symptoms or who has tested positive for COVID-19.

To better inform your decisions and preparations for attending Sunday worship in person, please 
check the CDC website or the church website on Saturdays: www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19. 
More information and detailed instructions may also be found on this page of the church website. 

Thank you for your patience, understanding, and support during this transition, and please feel free 
to contact the church office should you have any questions.

COVID-19 TASK FORCE
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Associate Pastor Nominating Committee Elected
The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) was elected at a congregational meeting called 
by the Session on August 14. The members of the APNC are Robert W. Anderson, Laura C. Duncan, 
Timothy C. Engleman, Robert B. Luthultz, Daniel S. Potter, Robert B. Reppe, Melissa A. Rychener,  
Jee Eun Song, and Mary Margaret M. Stamy. We thank each one of these members for taking on this 
important responsibility. Please keep them in your prayers as they begin their work of identifying the 
person whom God is calling to serve as our Associate Pastor for Missions and Campus Ministry.

REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING

Pastoral Staff Transitions
In July, Shadyside Presbyterian Church bid farewell to two members of our pastoral staff:

• Wesley C. Smith began serving as Student Assistant Pastor in 
September 2020 during his second year of study at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary (PTS). As a seminary intern, his learning 
experience included rotating through the different ministry 
areas of our church while working alongside the pastors and 
staff. In his second year at Shadyside, Wes took on an expanded 
role, working closely with young adults and youth, particularly 
focusing on preparing our confirmands for confirmation. As 
The Church Mouse reported last month, Wes earned his Master 
of Divinity from PTS in May, along with several honors. He was 
awarded the Paul T. Gerrard Prize in Homiletics and Pastoral 
Care, as well as the William B. Watson Prize in Hebrew. Wes 
and his family relocated to Kalamazoo, Michigan, where he 
accepted the invitation to serve as a resident hospital chaplain at Bronson Methodist Hospital. 
His final Sunday with us was July 3, and he concluded his tenure on staff with our deepest thanks 
after co-leading the Mars Hill mission experience in North Carolina in mid-July. 

• Since joining the staff as our Parish Associate in March, the 
Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen has supported the Board of 
Deacons and the Care Team, provided compassionate pastoral 
care, planned and taught adult Christian education studies, 
and shared preaching and worship leadership responsibilities 
with our pastors. Despite the part-time and temporary nature 
of this position, he fully engaged in the work of Christ’s Church 
with our congregation during a critical time. We are grateful 
for all the ways in which Dr. Hansen has served among us 
at Shadyside as a member of our pastoral staff and for the 
unique gifts which he has brought to this ministry. Gary and 
his family have relocated to Binghamton, New York, where his 
wife, Dawna Duff, begins her appointment to the faculty of 
Binghamton University. His final Sunday with us was July 31. 

We give thanks to God for the time Wes and Gary journeyed alongside Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church. Please join us in continuing to pray for God’s blessings upon the Smith and Hansen families 
as they continue to follow God’s calling in their lives.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Above: Wesley C. Smith

Above: Rev. Dr. Gary Neal Hansen

An Invitation to Membership
On Saturday, September 24, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, learn what makes Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church unique at a new members’ welcome meeting in the Hulme Room. We will share about the 
ministries and mission of our church, and help you find ways that you can add your gifts to our 
fellowship to serve Christ together. Lunch will be provided, and childcare is available during the 
class. New members will be welcomed during worship on Sunday, September 25. To register, please 
contact the church office.

PARISH LIFE
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current  
for worship precautions. Also, please see page 4 for updated  

indoor masking guidance from the COVID-19 Task Force.

Sunday Worship
If you are unable to join us in person on Sundays, you may view  

our live worship webcast at www.shadysidepres.org/live.
Sunday, September 4, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
Sunday, September 11, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching 
Children’s Chapel resumes at 10:00 a.m.; please see page 3.  

Potluck picnic follows worship; please see page 1.
Sunday, September 18, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
Sunday, September 25, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Table to Table: Dinner and Vespers
Wednesdays, September 21 and 28 

This fall, you are invited to gather at table for a church family 
dinner before gathering at the Lord’s Table in worship on 

Wednesday evenings. Enjoy fellowship over a delicious meal 
prepared by Chef Steven Bright at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, 
followed by vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m. We hope you  

will join us for as much of the evening as your schedule allows; 
you are welcome to come for dinner or worship, or both.  
Please make your dinner reservation by signing up in the  

Sharp Atrium by the Sunday prior. A freewill offering will be 
received to offset the costs of the meal.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Thursday, September 1 
October issue

Monday, October 3 
November issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

MISSIONS

Golf Outing Reminder

Hole sponsors, please remember 
to send your money before 
September 10. Thank you for 
supporting Hosanna House, our 
partner in Wilkinsburg!

https://www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current

