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The

... because the mouse hears everything

Golf Outing “Links” Mission and Fellowship  
Saturday, September 10, at 8:30 a.m. • Register by Sunday, August 28

After a two-year pandemic pause, the 21st Shadyside Presbyterian Church Golf Outing is coming up 
soon — the Saturday after Labor Day, September 10.

The Golf: This event is for all Shadysiders who play golf to come out 
and enjoy a fun round of golf at Birdsfoot Golf Course and share a 
dinner. Please note that the outing is a scramble, and all golf abilities 
are welcome; invite your golfing friends. 

The Mission: The event is also an opportunity for everyone to 
support our mission of helping neighbors, as proceeds from the 
hole sponsors, silent auction, and mulligan sales are donated to 
Hosanna House. We have sourced lots of fun items for the silent 
auction, which is great for early Christmas shopping.

Hosanna House is a resource center in Wilkinsburg that provides career assistance, day care, 
dental and medical care, outdoor camping, swimming, and sports facilities designed to empower 
individuals and families to develop their full potential. Hosanna House is located in a former school 
and swimming/tennis club, re-purposed to be a thriving community hub to improve lives.

This year marks the 21st anniversary of this golf outing and our mission of supporting Hosanna 
House. We hope you will join us to carry on this tradition by coming out to the event or becoming a 
hole sponsor. Brochures to register for golf or sponsorships have been mailed to your home. More 
information is on the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/golf.

Elder Carla M. Gedman and Trustee JoAnn F. Patross, Golf Outing Committee Co-Chairs

FELLOWSHIP & MISSIONS

Welcoming Liz Miller Buchanan as New Director of Nursery School
The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School (SPCNS) Board of Trustees is pleased to announce 
that Liz Miller Buchanan was selected to succeed Mary Lang as director upon Mary’s retirement 
after eighteen years of service at the end of this past school year. In June, Liz began serving as the  
fifth director of SPCNS since its founding in 1951. Previously, Liz worked as a classroom teacher with 
the nursery school for fourteen years, and we are thrilled that she has embraced this new role.

Liz has been a part of the SPCNS community since 2003, when 
her eldest daughter began in the three-year-old classroom. As a 
parent, substitute teacher, trustee, assistant teacher, and head 
teacher, she has experienced SPCNS from many perspectives 
and has demonstrated a strong dedication to our nursery school. 
Liz has a passion for working with children, and her philosophy of 
preschool education matches that of SPCNS; she puts children first 
and believes in the power of play-based education.

Liz holds a bachelor’s degree from Vassar College and a master’s 
degree in religious studies from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. A native of Pittsburgh, Liz and her husband, Jack, have 
three children. They reside in Highland Park with their dog.

NURSERY SCHOOL

Above: Liz Miller Buchanan

https://www.shadysidepres.org
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Reflections from Mars Hill Mission Experience 
In July, I had the honor of accompanying members of our church 
on a mission experience in Mars Hill, North Carolina. For over 
a decade, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has partnered with 
the Community Housing Coalition of Madison County to help 
homeowners with housing upkeep and improvements. Throughout 
the week, we grew deeper in community with one another and built 
new relationships with the homeowners. It was a blessed week of 
hard work and hospitality, of rich fellowship and lots of laughter — 
all expressions of Christ in our midst. On the first evening, we read 
Matthew 25:31-40 and wondered together about how and where 
we might encounter Christ in unexpected ways in the week ahead. 

“Come, you that are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world; for I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and you gave Me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of Me, I was in prison and you visited Me.”  (Matthew 25:34b-36)

I love the way Jesus keeps surprising us with His presence. The One we encounter each time we are 
gathered in worship is indeed Lord of all, seated at the right hand of the Father. Yet it is not in places 
of power and privilege that we are told to look for Christ. Instead, our risen and reigning Lord deigns 
to identify Himself with those who are in need, the oppressed, and the marginalized. 

Then the righteous will answer Him, “Lord, when was it that we saw You hungry and gave You 
food, or thirsty and gave You something to drink? And when was it that we saw You a stranger and 
welcomed You, or naked and gave You clothing? And when was it that we saw You sick or in prison 
and visited You?”  (Matthew 25:37-39)

These encounters with Christ are not confined by our sanctuary; they are not limited to our services 
of worship. Rather, they are found in every place where God’s people cry out in need; they are 
experienced in acts of service, of love, of justice and compassion. As we worked staining decks and 
painting porches, clearing debris and repairing a roof, we also worked to open ourselves to Christ in 
our midst — to the image of Christ within us and one another and the people we met. In the face of 
fear and pain and injustice, perhaps we should like to divert our gaze, to redirect our attention away 
from the brokenness that plagues God’s people. But maybe Christ’s goodness is hiding in exactly 
those places and people we are inclined to ignore. Perhaps Christ is often to be found in the places 
we least expect. 

Throughout the week, we gathered for Morning Prayer. In the form of a litany, we began each day with 
the following words of commitment:

I open my heart to Christ in the stranger,
to Christ in the face of colleague and friend.

I open my heart to the one who is wounded,
to Christ in the hungry, the lonely, the homeless.

I open my heart to the one who has hurt me,
to Christ in the face of sinner and foe.

I open my heart to those who are outcast,
to Christ in the broken, the prisoner, the poor.

I open my heart to all who are searching,
to Christ in the world, God’s generous gift.  

We look forward to the day when we will see Christ face to face. Until then, I continue to be blessed 
by your openness of heart — in searching alongside of you, in discovering Christ in and among you, 
and in journeying with you to the seemingly unlikely places and people where Christ’s image also may 
be found. 

And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of My family, you did it to Me.”  (Matthew 25:40)

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Associate Pastor for Discipleship

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
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Congratulations to PTS Graduates
In May, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS) held its 226th Commencement Exercises at East 
Liberty Presbyterian Church. Among the graduating Class of 2022 was our very own Wesley C. Smith, 
who has been serving on our church staff as our Student Assistant Pastor since September 2020.  
In addition to receiving his Master of Divinity, Wes also was awarded several honors: the William  
B. Watson Prize in Hebrew, and the Paul T. Gerrard Prize in Homiletics and Pastoral Care.

Shadysiders might also recog-
nize another familiar face among 
this year’s graduates. The 
Reverend John F. Magnuson, 
our former Associate Pastor for 
Discipleship, earned his Doctor 
of Ministry through the Missional 
Leadership program at PTS. The 
Reverend Dr. Magnuson pres-
ently serves as the Associate 
Pastor for Discipleship at Myers 
Park Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

We rejoice with Wes, John, their families, and all of the PTS graduates in their achievements. Please 
join us in praying for them, and see page 4, where we share even more academic accomplishments!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

At PTS Event, Scharfe Scholars Express Gratitude, Share about Ministries
At the invitation of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS), the Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, 
Ellen Allston, and Elder Laura Duncan had the honor of representing Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
at a dinner recognizing the Howard C. Scharfe Fellowship Endowment and scholarship recipients. 
Held under a canopy on the PTS campus, the June 14 event provided an opportunity for the Missional 
Leadership Cohort students to thank Shadyside for our support of their education and also served as 
an opportunity for Shadyside to learn how these Doctor of Ministry candidates are using their gifts 
and talents in God’s Kingdom.

Imagine a U.S. Marine combat veteran who is now serving as a pastor to a population of veterans 
confronting post-traumatic stress disorder as they seek God’s comfort after active duty. Consider a 
person who thought his calling was to a suburban community in his home of Southern California, but 
who now finds himself in an urban setting in Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
where his church is shrinking, but his Christian outreach to the 
community is growing exponentially. Another pastor is seeking to 
find ways to convert the “food desert” neighborhood of his church 
into a flourishing community garden, market, and learning center.

All of these pastors, and at least twenty others, shared their 
ministries with us and stated their continuing education at PTS 
would not be possible were it not for the funds awarded them as 
part of the Scharfe Endowment program. We hope to invite the 
scholars to join us for a dinner in January 2023, when they all return 
for another two weeks of on-site learning at the seminary. Please 
look for details in the future.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Above: Rev. Dr. Howard Carman Scharfe

About the Scharfe Endowment
The Reverend Dr. Howard Carman Scharfe served as the sixth head pastor of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church (SPC) from 1945 until his death in 1971. The Howard C. Scharfe Fellowship Endowment was 
established as a memorial to Dr. Scharfe by the congregation of SPC in thanksgiving for his pastoral 

leadership. Each year through the Howard C. Scharfe Endowment, SPC supports pastors in their  
post-graduate studies for the benefit of the Church and for the glory of God. Through this generous 

gift, pastors and churches for decades have been blessed to grow in new ways.

Above: The Class of 2022 at Commencement at East Liberty Presbyterian Church, with 
the Reverend Dr. John F. Magnuson visible on the far left, and Wesley C. Smith visible in 
the back row, center. Photograph courtesy of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
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Celebrating Conferral of Doctoral Degrees
Congratulations to these scholarly gentlemen, who have recently earned doctoral degrees:

• Dr. Mark A. Anderson, our Director of Music Ministry, earned his Sacred Music Doctorate 
from The Graduate Theological Foundation. Further doctoral studies were with Elizabeth Write 
(harpsichord) and Robert Porco (conducting) at Indiana University Bloomington.

• The Reverend Dr. Todd E. Leach earned his Doctor of Ministry degree in Public Theology from 
Drew Theological School in August 2021. The Reverend Dr. Leach served Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church as Associate Pastor for Missions from January 2008 through August 2021, when he was 
called to serve as the Senior Pastor at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Buffalo, New York.

• The Reverend Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley earned his Ph.D. in Christian Ethics from Duquesne 
University. The Reverend Dr. Schooley served Shadyside Presbyterian Church first as a seminary 
intern from 2008 through 2010, and then as Director of Young Adult and Graduate Student 
Ministries from 2010 through 2014, when he was ordained in our sanctuary after accepting a 
call to serve as pastor of Center Presbyterian Church in McMurray, Pennsylvania. On August 1, 
he begins a new pastorate at First Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green, Ohio.

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

Above: Dr. Mark A. Anderson Above: Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach Above: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley

YOUTH MINISTRY

A Warm Welcome to Our Confirmands
Seven youth were confirmed on 
Sunday, June 5, and received 
during worship: Spencer Amole, 
Patrick Boyle, Robert Felter, 
Vanessa Gonzalez-Rychener, 
William Krofchik, Zander 
Reppe, and Maryelle Shafer. 
Please join us in welcoming 
them to our church family!
Right: The Confirmation Class of 2022. 
Photograph taken by Stephen Donnelly.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Vacation Bible School Thanks
From June 20 to 24, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Vacation 
Bible School welcomed twenty-six children from our church, 
nursery school, and community families for a fun and educational 
week exploring Advent and Christmas themes. Nine adult leaders, 
in addition to eleven junior counselors, helped throughout the 
week. The children learned many new songs for Advent; enjoyed 
decorating Christmas cookies baked by Chef Steven Bright; created 
their own newspaper, The Nazareth Times; and made new friends. 
Thank you to all who participated! 

Above: The Nazareth Times newsroom. 
Photograph taken by Ellen Allston.
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An Update from Our Mission Partners in Asia
Our mission partners in Asia have shared with us that they recently 
celebrated the marriage of one of the girls who came to them as 
an abandoned, four-day-old infant. This story is one of many that 
offer a glimpse of how their ministry has changed lives. 

This summer, our partners visited the United States briefly; a 
short video message was shared with the congregation by email 
in late June. They are thankful that our congregation’s faithful 
stewardship supports their efforts, and we thank God for our 
partnership in their transformative work.

MISSIONS

IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.
•	 Robert E. Dunkelman

•	 Timothy R. Thyreen
Please remember the family 
and friends of these individuals 
in your prayers.

Above: Archival photos of our mission partners caring for one young girl in her infancy 
and early childhood. Below: Our mission partners celebrate with the happy couple at their 
wedding in 2022.

PARISH LIFE

A Message from  
Rev. Lynn Portz
I am so deeply grateful for the 
absolutely wonderful retire-
ment celebration held in my 
honor on Sunday, May 22. 
Thank you for the uplifting 
worship, the inspiring music, 
the beautiful reception, and 
your generous gifts. My family 
was so very thrilled to join in 
the day, as well as many friends 
from near and far. I will forever 
treasure the memory of your 
genuine expressions of love and 
appreciation. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank you again 
for the gift of these years with 
all of you.

In Christ’s love,
Lynn

DEACONS

A Sweet Success: Twenty-Seventh Strawberry Festival
The Strawberry Festival provided 
a delightful evening on Friday, 
June 3, for all in attendance. 
The church thanks all those 
who helped make the event 
so successful by volunteering, 
donating baked goods, or 
attending. We especially thank 
the Board of Deacons for 
organizing all aspects of this 
great evening of fellowship and 
fun, which raised $3,676.59 for 
Sojourner House, one of our 
local mission partners. 

Above: The Viehman and Potter families enjoy dinner at the festival. Photo taken by 
Sharon Taylor. To view more photos, please visit the album on the church’s Facebook page.



N
on

pr
ofi

t O
rg

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

Pe
rm

it 
N

o.
 3

09
6

Pi
tt

sb
ur

gh
, P

A

A
D

D
RE

SS
 S

ER
V

IC
E 

RE
Q

U
ES

TE
D

51
21
	W

es
tm

in
st
er
	P
la
ce
	•
	P
itt
sb
ur
gh
,	P
A
	15

23
2

Ch
ur

ch
 O

ffi
ce

 T
el

ep
ho

ne
: 4

12
-6

82
-4

30
0

sh
ad

ys
id

ep
re

s.
or

g
fa

ce
bo

ok
.c

om
/S

ha
dy

si
de

Pr
es

by
te

ria
n

yo
ut

ub
e.

co
m

/c
/S

ha
dy

si
de

Pr
es

by
te

ria
nC

hu
rc

h

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current  
for the latest worship precaution updates. If you are unable  
to join us in person, you may view our live worship webcast  

at www.shadysidepres.org/live.

Sunday Worship
Sunday, August 7, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, August 14, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, August 21, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Sunday, August 28, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Midweek Evening Services
Midweek services will resume at 7:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, September 14. 

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, August 1 
September issue

Thursday, September 1 
October issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.
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COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

https://www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

