Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically
or are gathering with us in spirit online.
As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we recommend masks be worn over your nose

and mouth while inside the building. To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, please
maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of vaccination status.
If you are a guest with us this afternoon, our ushers are available to assist you.
If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing the
form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in. Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.
Concerning Communion – We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from home and

those worshiping in the Sanctuary. Please read the information on page 7 to learn about your options for
partaking in this afternoon’s celebration of the Sacrament.
Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those who

are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.
Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nursery downstairs. Pagers

are available. A cry room is available in the Parlor.
Children in Worship – At 4:00 p.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to report

directly to the Nursery downstairs. Three-year-olds through second-graders attend worship and may exit
with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian education. (If you are a firsttime guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning to the Sanctuary.) After worship,
families may be reunited in the Chapel. On the first Sunday of the month, all children are invited to remain
in worship through the entire service for Communion. Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed
for children are available in the Narthex.
Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex at the

back of the Sanctuary. Please see an usher for assistance. After worship, please leave your hearing device
in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.
A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of the

Sanctuary.
Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church records

its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet. If you have a privacy concern, please see
an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.
For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for cleaning

and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.
! Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.
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Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.
Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.

PRELUDE

Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness
I Know That My Redeemer Lives

Gerald Near
George Shearing

CALL TO WORSHIP		

Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor

Pastor: 		I will exalt You, Lord, for You lifted me up from the depths.
People: 	Sing praises to God; the Lord has removed my sackcloth and clothed me
with joy.
Pastor: 		Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.
People: 	My heart may sing and not be silent, for God has turned my wailing to
dancing.
Based on Psalm 30:1, 4-5, 11-12
s

HYMN 488

The God of Abraham Praise
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Leoni
The Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, You shattered the powers of
disintegration, destruction, and death. Yet, we confess that we remain captive to our
fears, alienated from ourselves and others by the many diversions in which we seek to
find ourselves. Defined by the void, we remain distant from the sound of Your voice
as it rings in others, oblivious to Your image in ourselves, and content with relief
rather than justice and peace. Forgive us, God of truth. Awaken us to Your work in
the world, and by Your Spirit, guide our steps toward righteousness; that our lives
may show forth glimpses of the reality Your victory has won.
SILENT CONFESSION

s

C
 ongregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.
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KYRIE ELEISON (sung in unison)

Mark A. Anderson

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Pastor: 		
People:		
s

Hear and believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

GLORIA PATRI (sung in unison)

WELCOME		

Mark A. Anderson

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Acts 9:1-20
Pastor: 		 The Word of the Lord.
People:		 Thanks be to God.
SERMON

The Truth We Know
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page 127 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor

s

HYMN OF RESPONSE 504

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
s

Union Seminary

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed

OFFERING SOLO

Deep River

arr. Henry Thacker Burleigh
Llewellyn Gravely, bass

Deep river, my home is over Jordan. Lord, I want to cross over into campground. Oh, don’t you
want to go to the Gospel feast, that Promised Land, where all is peace?
Text: Traditional spiritual
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
Invitation to the Table

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith

Eucharistic Prayer

Pastor: 		
People:		
Pastor: 		
People:		
Pastor: 		
People:		

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
Communion of the People
At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 7 for further details.
Sunday, May 1, 2022
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Music during Communion

O for a Closer Walk with God

Eric Thiman
Llewellyn Gravely, bass

O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heavenly frame; a light to shine upon the road that
leads me to the Lamb! Return, O holy Dove, return! Sweet messenger of rest; I hate the sins
that made Thee mourn and drove Thee from my breast. The dearest idol I have known,
whate’er that idol be, help me to tear it from Thy throne and worship only Thee. So shall
my walk be close with God, calm and serene my frame; so purer light shall mark the road
that leads me to the Lamb.
Text: William Cowper, 1772
Prayer of Response and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
s

HYMN 421

The Church of Christ in Every Age
s

Wareham

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Christ Is Arisen

Gerald Near

Soli Deo gloria!
Thank you for worshiping with us today! Following the service,
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We thank our musicians this afternoon: Llewellyn Gravely, bass; and Justin M. Wallace, organist.
Communion Servers: Elder Susan W. Balaan, Elder Mark A. Krofchik, Deacon Garret B. Smith, and

Elder Sharon A. Taylor
Ushers: Mark G. Allston, Carla M. Gedman, Robert B. Luthultz, and Sharon L. Luthultz. Coordinators:

Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, Mark A. Krofchik, Robert P. O’Neil,
and Carey T. Vinson.
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About Communion
If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary this afternoon, two options will be offered for Communion.
•

Ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle. Please continue to wear your mask over
your nose and mouth while moving throughout the Sanctuary. At the Chancel steps, you will receive a
piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion servers. Please return to your seat
using the side aisles and wait to partake of the elements until all congregants have returned to their seats
so that we all may commune together.

•

If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.

•

Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely this afternoon, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing

Communion elements in advance. Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or
matzo also work. Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so. Even
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.
Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this afternoon, we remain in full
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.

The Reading of the Acts of the Apostles During the Fifty Days of Eastertide
The period from Easter Day to the Day of Pentecost is the oldest part of the Church’s year. It derived from the
fifty-day period in the Jewish calendar that begins with Passover and concludes with Pentecost, the Greek
term for “fifty days.” The Lord’s death and resurrection took place at Passover, and its completion — the
empowering of the apostles by the Holy Spirit — is celebrated on Pentecost. These are the Church’s original
feast days, which in very early times were both moved to the Sundays following the Jewish festivals, due to
the early Church’s intense reverence for the first day of the week as the Lord’s Day, the Day of Resurrection.
The reading of the Acts of the Apostles is fitting for this season. The book’s description of the life of the early
Christian community, characterized by an intense awareness of the risen Lord’s presence and the apostolic
preaching of the resurrection, leads worshippers to reflect on our own acts of faith as disciples of the risen
Christ.
Sunday, May 1, 2022
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News and Notes
Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual
friendship pad. Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit. Thank you!
Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship continue to be held on-site and online. Masks are

recommended while inside the building. The church’s COVID-19 Task Force continues to meet regularly
to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.
Masking Protocol – Out of care and concern for our congregation and community, Shadyside Presbyterian

Church recommends face coverings be worn while inside the church building, including throughout the
service of worship. Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may be unmasked at times
in order to carry out their worship responsibilities. Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the
well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.
Running for a Reason – This morning during the Pittsburgh Marathon, ten church members and friends

ran alongside one of our local mission partners, Open Hand Ministries (OHM), with the purpose of raising
funds in support of OHM’s urban-renewal work in Pittsburgh’s East End. If you would like to contribute
financially, please use our relay teams’ links, available from www.shadysidepres.org/marathon.
Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God. If
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these
same times. This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another. For more information,
please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office.
Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather with

us — online or on-site — for our weekly chapel time on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Children enjoy singing songs,
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us. If friends cannot join us in person, our live webcast
is available on the church’s YouTube channel. Previous videos may be viewed at any time throughout the
week. We’re looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you again on Sunday, May 8! (Due to the Pittsburgh
Marathon, there will be no chapel time at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 1.)
Annual Meetings – The annual meetings of the corporation and congregation of Shadyside Presbyterian

Church will be held on Sunday, May 15, immediately following worship in the Sanctuary and online
via Zoom. Members are asked to attend so that we can accomplish the election of officers and handle
other important business, including the dissolution of Rev. Portz’s pastoral relationship with Shadyside
Presbyterian Church, effective May 31, 2022. Extended nursery care will be available for the duration of
the meeting. Zoom access details will be shared with members by email. Phone access will be available for
those without internet service; for details, please contact the church office by phone before Friday, May 13.
Retirement Celebration for Rev. Portz – After more than forty years of ministry, the Reverend Lynn M.

Portz has announced her intention to retire, effective May 31. We give thanks to God for Lynn’s faithful
and caring ministry among us over the past thirteen years. Her last Sunday with us as our Associate Pastor
for Parish Life is May 22. Following worship that day, you are invited to attend a farewell reception for the
Portz family. Please join us in praying for God’s blessings on Lynn as she begins this new chapter, and plan
to join us on May 22 as we celebrate her ministry.
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Strawberry Festival – Sponsored by the Board of Deacons, Shadyside’s 27th Strawberry Festival occurs on

Friday, June 3, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. and benefits Sojourner House, one of our local mission partners.
This community event offers fun and food for all. We are seeking volunteers to help staff the event
as well as donations for the bake sale. Please sign up beginning May 1 through the church website at
www.shadysidepres.org/strawberry-festival.
Vacation Bible School – Registration is now open for Shadyside’s VBS program scheduled for June 20 through

24. Details, along with electronic registration forms for participants (children ages 4 to 8 years) and youth
volunteers (ages 9 years and older), are available online at www.shadysidepres.org/vbs. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Allston. Enrollment is limited, so please register soon.
Mars Hill Experience: July 10-16 – Save the dates for our 13th all-church, intergenerational mission trip

to the Appalachian foothills of North Carolina, where individuals and families join together to work on
homes of disadvantaged homeowners. Absolutely no construction skills are required. Youth and adults
work side by side, while special programs are created for younger children. Please contact the church office
for more information.
Tee Off for Mission and Fellowship – The 21st Golf Outing in partnership with Hosanna House will be held on

Saturday, September 10, at Birdsfoot Golf Club in Freeport. Not a golfer? Not a problem! Join us for dinner
and a silent auction. Brochures and registration forms will be available soon, but mark your calendars now!
Midweek evening services resume in September.
Caring for Our Congregation – The pastors, staff, elders, Board of Deacons, and Care Team of Shadyside

Presbyterian Church are continuing to care for members of our congregation who are in need of support
due to sickness, isolation, grief, or distress, or who are hurting in other ways. We are encouraging members
to make us aware of such needs for themselves or on behalf of a fellow congregant who could benefit from
the sharing of God’s love through the church’s various ministries of care and support. To help us extend
our reach within our community of faith, please contact the church office.
PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests. If you or a

loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org. Confidentiality, if
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.
eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful
stewardship. Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution;
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift. Thank you for

faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.
Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays. Please share the
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.
The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.
The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information

about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.
Sunday, May 1, 2022
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Mission Survey and Skills Inventory
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks your input as we plan mission activities for the next year. We invite
each member of your household over the age of fifteen to complete the Mission and Ministry Survey and
Skills Inventory which has been emailed to all members and friends.
•

The anonymous Mission and Ministry Survey asks about your interest in our mission activities and your
opinion about where the church needs to be in our changing world.

•

The Skills Inventory is a way for us to connect congregational talents with our mission partners. In this
section, we ask you to provide your name so that we can connect you to activities that interest you.

The entire questionnaire should take no longer than fifteen minutes to complete. Thank you for sharing
your time, candor, and talents. If you have any questions, please contact Elder Laura Duncan through the
church office.

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
·········· May 1 – 8 ··········
Sunday, May 1

Tuesday, May 3

Thursday, May 5

Saturday, May 7

Psalms 93; 150
Exodus 18:1-12
1 John 2:7-17
Mark 16:9-20

Psalms 98; 146
Exodus 19:1-16
Colossians 1:1-14
Matthew 3:7-12

Psalms 47; 147:12-20
Exodus 20:1-21
Colossians 1:24–2:7
Matthew 4:1-11

Psalms 92; 149
Exodus 25:1-22
Colossians 3:1-17
Matthew 4:18-25

Monday, May 2

Wednesday, May 4

Friday, May 6

Sunday, May 8

Psalms 97; 145
Exodus 18:13-27
1 Peter 5:1-14
Matthew (1:1-17) 3:1-6

Psalms 99; 147:1-11
Exodus 19:16-25
Colossians 1:15-23
Matthew 3:13-17

Psalms 96; 148
Exodus 24:1-18
Colossians 2:8-23
Matthew 4:12-17

Psalms 93; 150
Exodus 28:1-4, 30-38
1 John 2:18-29
Mark 6:30-44
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“In the Mood for Summer”

“An Evening of Mozart”

·········· Wednesday, June 1, at 7:00 p.m. ··········

·········· Wednesday, June 22, at 7:00 p.m. ··········

Are you ready for summer? The Pittsburgh
Camerata, under the direction of Mark A.
Anderson, will help put you in the mood.
Tickets: www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

The Pittsburgh Camerata and the Shadyside Strings
present Mozart’s Exultate, Jubilate, K.165, and
Vesperae Solennes de Confessore, K.339, with soloists.
Tickets: www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Church Calendar
·········· May 1 – 8 ··········
TODAY
May 1
		

4:00 p.m.	Afternoon Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online
4:00 p.m.
Nursery and Child Care in the Nursery (Infants through 2-year-olds)
5:00 p.m.
Time of Fellowship in the Fisher Garden

MONDAY

7:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons via Zoom Videoconferencing

TUESDAY
		
		
		

10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
COVID-19 Task Force via Zoom Videoconferencing
Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

THURSDAY
		
		

5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library and via Zoom Videoconferencing
Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel

SUNDAY
May 8

9:45 a.m.
Adult Christian Education in the Hulme Room and via Zoom Videoconferencing
9:45 a.m.
Confirmation Class in the Walton Library
10:00 a.m.
Children’s Chapel in the Chapel and Online
11:00 a.m.	Worship in the Sanctuary and Online —
Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
11:15 a.m.
Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Fisher Garden
12:00 p.m. Children’s Music Time in the Hulme Room

		
		
		

Tell Me the Old, Old Story: The Bible Before Jesus
·········· Sundays at 9:45 a.m. through June 5 ··········
From April 24 through June 5, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to participate in a study
exploring the Hebrew Scriptures, led by the Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen. Join us on Sundays from 9:45 to
10:45 a.m., in the Hulme Room or via Zoom. (Childcare is available on Sunday mornings beginning at 9:30 a.m.)
Please note that on Marathon Sunday, May 1, we will meet via Zoom only, with a recording available after.
Sunday, May 1, 2022

11

Church Staff
Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Lynn M. Portz, Associate Pastor for Parish Life
Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, Associate Pastor for Discipleship
Gary Neal Hansen, Parish Associate
Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor
Ellen L. Allston, Director of Children’s Ministry
Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry
Peter F. Bodnar, Director of Communications
Jane M. Boyle, Associate for Children’s Music
Steven M. Bright, Hospitality Coordinator
Judy A. Brust, Accountant
Johnnie L. Bryant III, Sexton
Robert A. Coder, Director of Finance
Stephen M. Donnelly, Associate for Children’s Music
Della L. Ellard, Administrative Assistant
Joseph A. Figliulo, Music Administrator
Ruth E. Garrett, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
Mary E. Lang, Director of the Nursery School
Dennis H. Martin, Head Sexton
Jesse B. Naus, Audio/Visual Engineer
Bobby C. Pack Jr., Sexton
Nancy M. Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita
Jamie G. Shipley, Associate for Children’s Ministry
Kaysie L. Strickland, Assistant to the Associate Pastors
Justin M. Wallace, Assistant Organist
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A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate
the good news of Jesus Christ. We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith
that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch
This bulletin is printed on paper manufactured from recycled content. If you would like to recycle your bulletin,
kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

