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PARISH LIFE

Retirement Celebration
As we reported last month, 
the Reverend Lynn M. Portz 
has announced her intention 
to retire this month after more 
than forty years of ministry. We 
give thanks to God for Lynn’s 
faithful and caring ministry 
among us over the past 
thirteen years. Her last Sunday 
with us as our Associate Pastor 
for Parish Life is May 22. 
Following worship that day, you 
are invited to attend a farewell 
reception for the Portz family. 
Please join us in praying for 
God’s blessings on Lynn as she 
begins this new chapter, and 
plan to join us on May 22 as we 
celebrate her ministry.

MISSIONS

Pittsburgh Marathon on May 1

Ten members and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
are preparing for the Pittsburgh Marathon on Sunday, May 1. In 
addition to praying for our relay teams, the entire church is invited 
to “run” alongside them in a number of exciting ways:

• Show Your Support: This year, we are again honored to 
run with our local mission partner, Open Hand Ministries 
(OHM). Shadyside runners are raising funds in support of 
OHM’s urban-renewal work in the Garfield and East Liberty 
communities. To make a financial contribution, please visit 
the team links found at www.shadysidepres.org/marathon.

• Slice Oranges and Make Signs: Saturday, April 30, at 1:00 p.m.  
Volunteer to cut oranges or make signs of encouragement the 
day before the race. Please sign up by calling the church office 
or emailing kstrickland@shadysidepres.org.

• Be a Fan: Sunday, May 1, from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the 
corner of Amberson and Fifth Avenues. Volunteer to cheer 
on runners and hand out orange slices to them as they run the 
race with perseverance. Please sign up by calling the church 
office or emailing kstrickland@shadysidepres.org.

• Worship: Sunday, May 1, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and 
Online. Due to the church’s location within the marathon 
route, our service of worship moves from the morning to 
the afternoon. Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor, 
will preach, and we will celebrate the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper. There will be no worship at 11:00 a.m., and 
no Christian Education classes will meet on-site at 9:45 a.m.  
The Adult Christian Education class will meet online only, with 
an archival video recording available for playback afterward. 
Nursery care will be provided during the 4:00 p.m. service. 
Following worship, enjoy an outdoor time of fellowship.

SESSION

Annual Meetings
The annual meetings of the 
corporation and congregation of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
will be held on Sunday, May 15,  
immediately following worship 
in the Sanctuary and online via 
Zoom. Members are asked to 
attend so that we can accomplish 
the election of officers and 
handle other important business, 
including the dissolution of  
Rev. Portz’s pastoral relationship 
with Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church, effective May 31, 2022. 
Extended nursery care will be 
available for the duration of the 
meeting. Zoom access details 
will be shared with members 
by email. Phone access will 
be available for those without 
internet service; for details, 
please contact the church office 
by phone before Friday, May 13. 

https://www.shadysidepres.org
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Associate Pastor for Parish Life
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

The Gift of Community 
Dear friends,

As we have worshipped together for the past thirteen years, I have 
been blessed to occupy one of the “best seats” in the sanctuary.  
Along with the other pastors, liturgists, and musicians, I have had 
the joy of processing into worship, and then turning around and 
looking out to see our wonderful congregation gathered in song, 
in praise, in prayer. As we have shared life together in so many 
ways, I have been aware of some of the burdens and triumphs you 
have carried into worship each week. We have celebrated births 
and baptisms; we have watched children grow into faithful young 
adults; we have seen friendships take hold and blossom. We have 
commissioned one another to join in Christ’s mission beyond the walls of our sanctuary. We have also 
grieved together the loss of dear family members and friends, as we felt so deeply their empty places 
in the pews. We have heard God’s Word — the promise of salvation and new life — and have united 
our prayers with those of all God’s people, seeking God’s redeeming power for the brokenness of our 
world. What an honor it has been to look into your faces and join with you in these treasured times of 
worship. These moments each week have been my anchor.

For the past several months, I have not been able to occupy my favorite place at the front of the 
sanctuary. Instead, Doug and I have joined worship remotely, and, I admit, it has been an adjustment 
to no longer see your faces, but the backs of heads! While we have been so grateful to be able to 
worship with you in this way, I confess that I have experienced a little bit of FOMO (Fear of Missing 
Out)! Even as the Holy Spirit joins us together in mysterious and marvelous ways, I have yearned to 
be with you in person, to look into your eyes, to share laughter and tears with you, and to hear your 
voices raised in unison prayer and song. Yet although I dearly missed being with you in person, I 
experienced Christ’s love and comfort, manifested so powerfully in your prayers and support through 
these months, and I am deeply grateful. I have come to understand that my yearning to be with you 
in worship is, after all, a sacred reminder of the gift of this community into which God has called us. 
And what a precious gift it is!

In this season of resurrection, we rejoice in our calling to live as Easter people, reflecting the love 
that God has for our world. In worship and learning, in fellowship and mission, Christ has blessed us 
with a holy joy, a joy that is meant to be shared. I thank you for the opportunity to join with you in 
faithful witness for these years. I will forever treasure the gift of you, the congregation of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, and the life we have shared together.

In Christ’s Love,

BOARD OF DEACONS

Save the Date: Strawberry Festival on June 3
The 27th annual Shadyside Presbyterian Church Strawberry Festival will be held on Friday, June 3, from 
5:30 to 8:00 p.m. SPC will host our traditional evening of fun, games, and delicious food to support 
our mission partner, Sojourner House. Please consider signing up as a volunteer to help prepare for 
or assist at this large-scale community event. For additional information on ticket pre-sales and 
volunteer opportunities, please visit www.shadysidepres.org/strawberry-festival beginning May 1. 
All proceeds will benefit Sojourner House.

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you … that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 
and full insight to help you determine what is best … the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.”

Philippians 1:3-11 sel.
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Welcoming New Executive Director for Pgh. Camerata and Girls Choir
In August 2021, the Pittsburgh Camerata and Pittsburgh Girls Choir  
announced an administrative affiliation under which they will share 
certain services, while maintaining each organization’s distinct 
identity and nonprofit status. In January, the groups joyfully 
introduced their first shared executive director: Angela Goldberg. 
The boards of both groups expect Ms. Goldberg to bring strategic 
innovation, creative growth, and ongoing strength to each entity 
and to Pittsburgh’s arts community as a whole. 

A native of Buffalo, New York, Ms. Goldberg began her arts 
management career in 2017 as the first managing director and first-
ever full-time employee of the Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus (BPC). 
Under her leadership, the BPC won a Grammy Award for Best 
Choral Performance for their 2019 recording of Richard Danielpour’s The Passion of Yeshua.

Ms. Goldberg holds a Master of Arts degree in arts management from the University of Buffalo, 
as well as several certifications, including Chorus America’s Online Chorus Management Institute 
certification and an executive certificate in nonprofit leadership from the Harvard Kennedy School. 
Additionally, Ms. Goldberg holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in writing from Ithaca College, where she 
studied everything from poetry to grant writing. 

In her new role, Ms. Goldberg will work closely with the boards of each organization, as well as with 
Kathryn Barnard, artistic director and founder of Pittsburgh Girls Choir, and Mark Anderson, artistic 
director of the Pittsburgh Camerata. As both organizations are in residence at the church, we can 
expect to see Angela often. Please join us in welcoming Angela to Pittsburgh and particularly to 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Ministerial Daughters Accept First Senior Pastor Calls During Pandemic 
Two ministerial daughters of Shadyside Presbyterian Church received their first calls to serve as 
senior pastors of Presbyterian Church (USA) congregations during the pandemic. Please join us in 
rejoicing with them and in giving thanks for the gifts they will bring to their ministries as they lead 
their respective congregations. Please also continue to support them with your prayers.

The Reverend Rebecca D. Reeder (née Verley) became pastor 
of First Presbyterian Church in Hopkinsville, Kentucky, in 2022. 
Rebecca earned her Master of Divinity from Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary, graduating at the top of her class and receiving several 
awards recognizing her achievements in preaching and pastoral 
care. Ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) in October 2019, Rev. Reeder previously 
served as Associate Pastor at Sewickley Presbyterian Church for 
two years. Among us at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, Rebecca 
served as Campus Ministry staff working with Carnegie Mellon 
University students for six years before pursuing her seminary 
studies full-time.

In October 2020, the Reverend Jacqueline S. Spycher was 
installed as senior pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Northville 
in Michigan. Jackie earned a Master of Divinity with a certificate 
in Reformed Studies from Yale University, where she served as 
campus chaplain through First Presbyterian Church in New Haven, 
Connecticut. Ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) in January 2018, Rev. Spycher previously 
served Northbrook Presbyterian Church in Beverly Hills, Michigan, 
as Pastoral Assistant. Among us at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 
Jackie served as a volunteer, intern, and Director of Youth Ministry 
for a combined total of ten years before pursuing ordained ministry.

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

Above: Angela Goldberg

Above: Rev. Rebecca D. Reeder

Above: Rev. Jacqueline S. Spycher
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Partner Spotlight: POWER
The mission of Pennsylvania Organization for Women in Early 
Recovery (POWER) is to help women to reclaim their lives from 
addiction and related mental health issues. Founded in 1991 as 
Allegheny County’s first halfway house specifically designed for 
women struggling with addiction, POWER now offers a continuum 
of care from inpatient to community-based services. 

• POWER Line (412.243.8755) connects callers with 
professionals who perform level-of-care assessments and 
who then link clients with appropriate treatments within the 
POWER continuum of care or with other service providers.  

• POWER Restore is a twenty-one-bed inpatient facility 
where a client may receive three to five days of withdrawal 
management, seamlessly followed by two to four weeks of 
rehabilitation care.

• POWER House provides personalized residential care 
where a woman may stay for up to six months. Services at 
POWER House include individual and group therapy, life skills 
development classes, and assistance with finding housing 
and employment.  

• POWER New Day offers services to clients living in or 
returning to the community. Through POWER New Day, a 
woman may receive individual and group therapy, medication 
management, music and art therapy, or family education and 
counseling. Transportation assistance and some meals may 
be provided. 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church has partnered with POWER for 
many years with annual financial support. We also look forward 
to the Advent Giving Tree when we each have the opportunity 
to prepare a gift of slippers and pajamas for a woman residing in 
POWER House. Volunteer support is welcomed, and individuals 
may apply online or call 412.243.7535, ext. 1113. The staff at 
POWER reminds volunteers that addiction feeds on isolation, 
while recovery is based on connection.

MISSIONS

Above: Janet Wood and Susan Wood help to coordinate the Giving Tree that provides 
gifts for mission partners, including POWER. Photograph taken in 2017 by Nick Conti.

MISSIONS

Mars Hill  
Mission Experience
Save the Date: July 10-16

It’s back! This will be our 13th 
all-church, intergenerational 
mission trip to the Appalachian 
foothills of North Carolina, 
where individuals and families 
join together to work on homes 
of disadvantaged homeowners. 
Absolutely no construction 
skills are required. Youth and 
adults work side by side, while 
special programs are created 
for younger children. Please 
contact the church office for 
more information.

MISSIONS

Refugee Crisis Response
In March, the Missions 
Committee of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church urgently 
requested that our church 
family consider supporting our 
mission partner Jewish Family 
and Community Services (JFCS) 
in their efforts to alleviate the 
refugee crisis. Resettlement 
efforts already strained by 
the upheaval in Afghanistan 
are now compounded by the 
war in Ukraine. JFCS has a 
long history of service, which 
includes serving immigrant and 
refugee families in our region. 
In response, our congregation 
has contributed $16,750.00. 
We thank those who gave so 
generously in support of our 
newest neighbors. We ask that 
you continue to pray for them, 
and please keep the work of this 
ministry team and our mission 
partners in mind as we spread 
the love of Christ through our 
community and beyond.
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IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.

•	 Charie Evette Daviston
•	 Arthur G. Gilkes Jr.

•	 Donald E. Hook

Please remember the family 
and friends of these individuals 
in your prayers.

PARISH LIFE

A Warm Welcome to 
Our New Members
We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received 
into our church family recently:
•	 Lee A. Bollinger

•	 Michael B. Bollinger

•	 Malcolm C. Glazier
•	 Bart T. Phillips

•	 Victoria L. Phillips
•	 Kristin A. Rubin

•	 J. Mark Shelley

•	 Micah M. Shelley
•	 Janice M. Talerico

Adult Educ. Study: “Tell Me the Old, Old Story: The Bible Before Jesus”
Sundays through June 5, at 9:45 a.m. in the Hulme Room and via Zoom

Do you wish you had a better grasp of the big picture storyline of the 
Bible? Do you wish you understood better when Jesus or Paul refer 
to things from the Hebrew Scriptures? 

Continuing on Sundays through Pentecost, “Tell Me the Old, Old 
Story: The Bible Before Jesus” explores the main story from Creation 
to the return from exile when the Jews waited with longing for the 
Messiah. Each week, this Adult Christian Education study will take 
one major period, highlighting key characters and events that make 
it memorable. 

Taught by the Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, the class will be 
hybrid, meeting on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Hulme Room and via 
Zoom. (Please note that on Marathon Sunday, May 1, we will meet on 
Zoom only, with an archival video available for replay afterward.)

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Above: Detail of an art glass window in 
the gallery of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church sanctuary. Window designed by 
the Gorham Company of New York, 1916.

The Care Team?  What’s the Care Team?
One unique ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church is the 
Care Team. This very special group of people works to help 
members who would benefit from having intentional, ongoing 
encouragement, prayer, and support, along with the care the 
pastors are providing.

For years, the Reverend Lynn Portz has trained and guided the 
Care Team, and the group is eager to care for people in a wide 
range of ways.

• Perhaps you are wishing you had some particular help in a 
moment of need: 
• Facing a recent loss

• Dealing with long-term physical pain

• Wanting support in your work as a caregiver
• Experiencing a period of transition or crisis

• On the other hand, maybe you are in a moment of joy and 
want your church family to share in your celebration!

• Perhaps you know someone else at Shadyside who is facing a 
hard time — say, an upcoming surgery, or other challenge.

The Reverend Dr. Gary Hansen is the current staff liaison for the 
Care Team. He says, “Loving each other is each Christian’s calling, 
but it’s wonderful to have a few kind and gentle people who focus 
on this intentionally. As a pastor, it’s great to know that other 
people are listening for the needs in our congregation and helping 
communicate with staff. And it’s terrific to know that I can call on 
them to reach out to others.”

Current members of the Care Team are Sue Hoehl, Adam Loucks, 
Bob and Sharon Luthultz, Ann Pauley, and Gay Reigel.

Please contact Rev. Dr. Hansen: ghansen@shadysidepres.org or 
412.682.4300, ext. 123. As well as providing pastoral care, he can 
call on the Care Team to help.

CARE & SUPPORT
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current  
for the latest worship precaution updates. If you are unable  
to join us in person, you may view our live worship webcast  

at www.shadysidepres.org/live.

Sunday Worship
Marathon Sunday, May 1, at 4:00 p.m., with Communion 

Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor, preaching 
Please note the time change and see page 1 for more information.

Sunday, May 8, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, May 15, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching 

Annual meetings to be held following worship; please see page 1.
Sunday, May 22, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching 
Following worship, a retirement celebration for Rev. Portz will be  

held under a tent on the McClintock Lawn; please see page 1.
Sunday, May 29, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Midweek Evening Services
Midweek services will resume in September. 

Children’s Chapel
Sundays, May 8, 15, and 22, at 10:00 a.m. 

Children enjoy singing songs, hearing a story from the Bible,  
and praying with us on the church’s YouTube channel:   

www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch. 
We are looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!
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COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, May 2 
June/July issue

Friday, July 1 
August issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

MISSIONS

Save the Date

21st Annual Golf Outing,  
Silent Auction, and Dinner
Saturday, September 10, 2022
at Birdsfoot Golf Club in Freeport
Partnering with Hosanna House

21st 
Annual

Golf Outing
September 10, 2022

https://www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current

