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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship this evening, whether you are  

present with us physically or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we recommend masks be worn over your nose 
and mouth while inside the building.  To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, please 
maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of vaccination status.

If you are a guest with us this evening, our ushers are available to assist you.

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing the 
form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

The Service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or “shadows,” has been practiced by the Church in Holy 
Week since medieval times.  Readings trace the encircling shadows around Christ as He agonized in the 
garden and was deserted, betrayed, denied, accused, and crucified.  Gradually the candles are extinguished, 
symbolizing His abandonment, condemnation, and suffering.  We end in darkness and leave in silence, 
remembering the somber events of this night.

Concerning Candles – Worshippers will have received candles with wax guards upon entering the nave,  
along with small plastic cups for extinguishing candles so that masking protocols can be maintained.  
During the introduction to the first hymn, the ushers will light the first candle in each pew on the aisle, 
and each worshipper will then share the light with his or her neighbor.  For safety, please always tilt the 
unlighted candle toward the lighted one.  You are invited to ponder your place in Christ’s Passion and, as 
the Scriptures are read, to choose to extinguish your candle at a moment that feels most appropriate to you.  
As you exit tonight, please return your candle to a basket in the Narthex or Sharp Atrium.

Concerning Communion – We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from home and 
those worshiping in the Sanctuary.  Please read the information on page 7 to learn about your options for 
partaking in this evening’s celebration of the Sacrament.

Children in Worship – Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the 
Narthex.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.  

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex at the 
back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your hearing device 
in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of the 
Sanctuary.

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church records 
its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, please see 
an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for cleaning 
and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Allegro, from the Sonata in A Minor BuxWV 272 Dieterich Buxtehude

Sonata no. 10 in G Minor “The Crucifixion” Heinrich Ignaz Biber
Chatham Baroque

 CALL TO WORSHIP The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Pastor:    Who has believed what we have heard?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been 

revealed?

People:   For He grew up before Him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry 
ground; He had no form or majesty that we should look at Him, nothing 
in His appearance that we should desire Him.

Pastor:    He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with 
infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces He was despised, and we 
held Him of no account.

People:   Surely He has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we 
accounted Him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.

Pastor:    But He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon Him 
was the punishment that made us whole, and by His bruises we are healed.

People:   All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and 
the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Based upon Isaiah 53:1-6

s	 LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES and HYMN  98  (Please tilt your candle to receive the light.)
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Passion Chorale

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   The Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden 
from us by our sin, and whose mercy we forget in the obscurity of our hearts: take 
up the basin and the towel this holy night; cleanse us, we beseech Thee, from all our 
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires; that with lowliness 
and meekness, we may draw near to Thee, confessing our faults, confiding in Thy 
grace, finding in Thee our refuge and our strength for the morrow, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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 SILENT CONFESSION   

 KYRIE ELEISON  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

 SOLO 
Ave Verum Corpus Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Jennifer LaRocco, soprano
Jesus, Word of God incarnate, of the Virgin Mary born, on the cross Thy sacred body was for us 
with nails torn.  Cleanse us by the blood and water which flow from Thy side.  Feed us with Thy 
body broken, now and in death.

Text based upon a 13th-century Latin Eucharistic hymn

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith

You are invited to ponder your place in Christ’s Passion and, as the Scriptures are read,  
to choose to extinguish your candle at a moment that feels most appropriate to you.

 GOSPEL  (After each reading, the reader will extinguish a candle at the Chancel steps.) 
Mark 14:1-11 page 51 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Mark 14:12-21 page 51 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Mark 14:22-31 page 52 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

 SOLO 
Bread of the World Paul Edwards

Jennifer LaRocco, soprano
Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy shed, by whom the words of life 
were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead.  Look on the heart by sorrow broken, look on 
the tears by sinners shed; and be Thy feast to us the token that by Thy grace our souls are fed.

Text: Bishop Reginald Heber  (1783–1826)
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 GOSPEL  (After each reading, the reader will extinguish a candle at the Chancel steps.) 
Mark 14:32-38 page 52 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Mark 14:39-42 page 52 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Mark 14:43-50 page 52 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

 HOMILY The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
On Failure and Wrestling with the God Who Dies

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  93
Ah, Holy Jesus Herzliebster Jesu

 GOSPEL  (After each reading, the reader will extinguish a candle at the Chancel steps.) 
Mark 14:51-65 pages 52-53 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Mark 14:66-68 page 53 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Mark 14:69-72 page 53 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

 THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
InvItatIon to the table 
eucharIstIc Prayer

Pastor:   The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of InstItutIon

communIon of the PeoPle

At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to 
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available 
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 7 for further details.

musIc durIng communIon 
[Moderato] – Allegro, from the Sonata in A Minor BuxWV 272 Dieterich Buxtehude

Chatham Baroque
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Prayer of resPonse and the lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

	 THE DARKNESS 

 SOLO
Were You There? Traditional spiritual

Jennifer LaRocco, soprano

The congregation is invited to leave the Sanctuary in silence. 

This Evening from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

We welcome our musicians: Jennifer LaRocco, soprano; and Chatham Baroque: Andrew Fouts, violin;  
Patricia Halverson, viola da gamba; and Scott Pauley, theorbo.  This evening’s music is made possible by a 
grant from the William E. Saul Fund of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Communion Servers: Elder Carla M. Gedman, Deacon John H. Harrison, Elder Robert B. Luthultz, and 
Deacon Sharon L. Luthultz

Ushers: Mark G. Allston, Daniel Giosta, Sharon A. Taylor, and Carey T. Vinson
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About Communion

If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary this evening, two options will be offered for Communion.

• Ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle.  Please continue to wear your mask over 
your nose and mouth while moving throughout the Sanctuary.  At the Chancel steps, you will receive a 
piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion servers.  Please return to your seat 
using the side aisles and wait to partake of the elements until all congregants have returned to their seats 
so that we all may commune together.

• If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from 
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  

• Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely this evening, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or 
matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so.  Even 
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.

Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this evening, we remain in full 
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.

Holy Week and Easter at Shadyside

··········  The Passionate Life  ··········

As we follow Christ to the cross, and then through death and loss to the Resurrection, we discover that Jesus died 

to give us life.  Join us during Holy Week to find your place in the Passion and the new life Easter offers.

Good Friday, April 15
10:00 a.m. Morning Service 

with Communion in the Sanctuary 
led by Children and Youth

7:00 p.m. Service of Music and Readings 
in the Sanctuary 

The Wounds, by composer James Whitbourn,  
offered by the Chancel Choir

Easter Sunday, April 17
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Identical Festival Services  
in the Sanctuary 

with music for choir, organ, strings, and timpani, and 
the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching  

the sermon, titled “An Idle Tale”

For more, visit www.shadysidepres.org/holy-week

To join us in worship virtually, please visit the website: www.shadysidepres.org/live.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/live
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This bulletin is printed on paper manufactured from recycled content.  If you would like to recycle your bulletin,  
kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
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