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... because the mouse hears everything

Photograph: Detail of the “Easter Morn” art glass window in the north transept of the 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church sanctuary depicting a crown of thorns. Received as a gift 
from Mr. and Mrs. Wallace H. Rowe in honor of the founders of the church for the church’s 
fiftieth anniversary celebration, the window was designed by the Gorham Company of 
New York, 1916.  Photograph taken by Ellen L. Allston.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Lenten Vespers Begin on Ash Wednesday, March 2
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online

During the liturgical season of Lent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
invites you to join us each Wednesday for an evening of music and 
reflection in our Sanctuary or online. These 45-minute candlelight 
Communion services include the Lord’s Supper and music offered 
by the Shadyside Strings, Chatham Baroque, the Jade Piano Trio, 
the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, and vocal soloists. The season begins 
on Ash Wednesday, March 2, with a service including the ancient 
custom of the imposition of ashes. On the following Wednesdays, 
homilies will explore the Beatitudes. (Please see sidebar.)

Lenten Vespers Schedule

Ash Wednesday, March 2 
Rev. Austin Crenshaw 
Shelley, preaching 
Rend Your Hearts  
(Joel 2:1-2, 12-17)

Wednesday, March 9 
Wesley C. Smith, preaching 
Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit

Wednesday, March 16 
Rev. Austin Crenshaw 
Shelley, preaching
Blessed Are Those Who Mourn

Wednesday, March 23 
Rev. Kendra L. Buckwalter 
Smith, preaching 
Blessed Are the Meek

Wednesday, March 30 
Rev. Austin Crenshaw 
Shelley, preaching 
Blessed Are the Merciful

Wednesday, April 6 
Rev. Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, 
preaching 
Blessed Are the Peacemakers

New Parish Associate, Rev. Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, Leads Lenten Study
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Hulme Room and via Zoom

On March 1, the Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen joins our church 
staff as Parish Associate. In this part-time role, Dr. Hansen will lead 
the Board of Deacons and the Care Team, provide pastoral care, and 
support Parish Life Ministries during the medical leave of Rev. Portz. 
Dr. Hansen also brings a wealth of experience in Christian education 
and formation. We are blessed that he will lead our Lenten study, 
Prayer in Lent: Drawing Close to the God Who Loves You, on Sundays 
from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., both on-site and virtually via Zoom.

Learn more about Dr. Hansen on page 5, and consider participating 
in this Lenten study opportunity along with us. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Above: Rev. Dr. Gary Neal Hansen

https://www.shadysidepres.org
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

God’s Beloved Dust 

A Poem on the Eve of Lent

Austin Crenshaw Shelley, 2017

God’s beloved dust,
fabric of the universe—
of planets newly discovered
and ruins ancient, broken
and us.

God’s beloved dust,
we’ll walk into wilderness
on a Wednesday—
a wilderness of words
and want
and wonder,
a wilderness for the wise
and the weary.

God’s beloved dust,
ushered from pew to pastor,
they will pause.
Eyes averted
or closed
or resolute in meeting mine,
an awkward encounter
breaking the boundary of space—
to touch another’s face
and to mark it
mortal.

God’s beloved dust,
thumb to forehead,
brokenhearted,
breaking with tradition,
I will say

to God’s beloved dust—
to the squirming infant
barely a month from the womb,
to the mother, headscarfed,
halfway through chemotherapy,
to the wrinkled widow
well acquainted with ashes:

Remember you are God’s beloved 
dust

and to God’s beloved dust you shall 
return.

And we will watch and wait
to witness
what God can do
with God’s beloved dust.

The season of Lent begins with 
a necessary but unpleasant 
reminder: “Remember you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
As a pastor, I feel deep empathy 
for the people who approach 
me, awaiting this reminder along 
with the imposition of ashes on 
their foreheads. Sometimes the 
words catch in my throat as I say 
them, because the people who 
receive these ancient words are congregants whom I have been 
called to love. 

Most of us who will hear this reminder of our mortality at the 
beginning of Lent are ordinary human beings living ordinary lives. 
And yet we believe that all people are treasured and held by the 
God who has created all things from the dust — galaxies strewn 
with stars, a biosphere of plant life, the fish of the sea, the birds of 
air, the beasts of the field, and us. 

“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Genesis 3:19

During the forty days of Lent, we prepare for the coming Easter 
season by taking time to reflect. We consider our lives and 
our relationships, our connection to all of creation, and our 
responsibility for a planet entrusted to our care. Some Christians 
choose to give up a creature comfort or two in order to be 
intentional about focusing on their relationship with God during 
this time. Others choose to take up a practice instead — giving 
weekly to a food bank or shelter, setting aside a specific time to 
pray or read Scripture, volunteering time at a school, or donating 
blood. 

Lent is an invitation to be increasingly mindful of the command-
ments to love God and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 
Join us in person or online at Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
as we journey through this season which mirrors the forty days  
Jesus spent fasting and praying in the wilderness. Because, while 
it is true that we are dust and to dust we shall return, the lives we 
live in between matter — and we believe that you and I and all of 
us together are God’s beloved dust. 

Grace and peace,
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

CARE & SUPPORT

Caring for Our Congregation
The pastors, staff, elders, Board of Deacons, and Care Team of Shadyside Presbyterian Church are 
continuing to care for members of our congregation who are in need of support due to sickness, 
isolation, grief, or distress, or who are hurting in other ways. We are encouraging members to make 
us aware of such needs for themselves or on behalf of a fellow congregant who could benefit from the 
sharing of God’s love through the church’s various ministries of care and support. To help us extend 
our reach within our community of faith, please contact the church office.



Update on Construction of Orphan Care Center in Soche, Malawi
Moni mpingbo onse. Hello, Shadyside, from our Christian brothers and sisters in the Church of the 
Central African Presbytery (CCAP) and especially our sister church in Soche, Malawi.

Shadyside’s tradition of ministry and partnership in Malawi extends 
more than thirty years and includes the church sanctuary at Soche 
CCAP; the H. Parker Sharp medical clinic; the Emily House nursing 
student dormitory; and three centers for orphans and vulnerable 
children at Presbyterian churches in Chaweza, Bilila, and Mwanza. 
Our most recent visit to Malawi in 2014 included visits at each 
of these locations and a truly wonderful opportunity to share 
worship and Communion with our brothers and sisters at Soche. 
We have been there, and our friends from Malawi have been here. 
Most recently, Henderson, Evance, Lindirabe, and Ruth joined us 
to celebrate our sesquicentennial anniversary in 2016, when our 
congregation joined with their congregation’s dream of an orphan 
care center to serve the children in Soche’s surrounding communities.

The orphan care situation in Malawi is dire. In Malawi, a child is 
considered an orphan when the family’s primary provider is lost. 
Nearly one in every ten Malawians is an orphan, amounting to  
1.5 million children — one million of whom lost one or both parents to 
AIDS. The strain on the family and the risk to the child are immense.

Malawians are a beautiful people — truly living their motto as “the 
warm heart of Africa” — and yet Malawi is among the world’s 
poorest countries. The Church in Malawi is helping to meet the 
orphan care crisis through the development of local-church owned 
and operated centers for orphans and vulnerable children. These 
centers provide children with a safe place to go during the day so 
their caregivers can work. Programming at the centers includes 
education, nutrition, and even a safe place to take a nap.

By God’s grace, and with our help and prayers, Soche is rapidly 
realizing their vision of an orphan care center. Together, we have 
witnessed what was an empty field last September has become 
a building with a roof already — and will be completed early this 
spring, more than six months ahead of schedule! Soche’s center will 
soon serve more than 120 children every day.

Scripture tells us that whatever we do to the least of God’s family, 
we do to Christ Himself. We are especially blessed to be a part of 
this ministry. It offers these children and their caregivers a future 
with hope.

Zikomo kwambiri. Thank you very much,
Elder Donald P. Coffelt
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MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Vacation Bible School Returns This Summer 
June 20–24, 2022

The Children’s Ministry Team is looking forward to welcoming campers, counselors, and other 
volunteers to our “Christmas in June:  An Advent Journey” Vacation Bible School program. Registration 
for campers ages four years old through second grade will begin during the month of March. Children 
in third grade and older are able to participate as junior and senior counselors. Many volunteers are 
needed to create a fun, safe, and nurturing environment, so please consider offering some of your 
time and talents. We do not yet know the specifics for enrollment numbers and health precautions, 
but we are moving ahead with our planning. More information is forthcoming in the weeks ahead. 
Please contact Ellen Allston, Director of Children’s Ministry, for more details.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Above (from top): Photographs showing 
the progress of the construction of the care 
center for orphans and vulnerable children 
in Soche, Malawi: consecrating the ground 
on October 24, 2021; walls erected in 
November 2021; roof installed January 
2022; and members of Soche Church 
anticipating the blessings of a new ministry.
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New Partnership Supports Refugee and Immigrant Services
We are excited to announce a new relationship with a renowned, local mission partner. Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church has partnered with Jewish Family and Community Services (JFCS), a 
nonprofit organization in Squirrel Hill that is dedicated to providing comprehensive, innovative, 
and compassionate social service programs to local families and individuals. JFCS has long been 
a local leader in providing assistance and guidance to immigrants and refugees that settle in our 
region. Serving the community for more than eighty years, JFCS operates a wide variety of programs, 
including a food pantry, career development center, counseling services, guardianship services, 
specific programs for seniors, and emergency funding grants. At Shadyside Presbyterian Church, we 
are especially interested in assisting them through their refugee and immigrant services program.

The city of Pittsburgh was one of nearly two dozen American cities identified by the U.S. State 
Department as places where Afghan refugees who have received special immigrant visas can 
resettle. Due to this special designation, Pittsburgh is increasingly becoming home to refugee and 
immigrant families arriving from all over the world who have been forced to flee their homelands 
and seek to build a new life. Through JFCS efforts, Pittsburgh is welcoming twenty-five to thirty 
individuals every week, most of whom look to place roots in western Pennsylvania. These include 
families and unaccompanied minors who often arrive with little more than a backpack. 

Our congregation can serve immigrants and refugees through our mission work. Utilizing the 
guidance of JFCS, we can help provide families with tangible goods such as clothing and toiletry 
items; assist them in finding housing and work; and connect them to local schools, medical providers, 
and social services programs. Like other local churches, such as Oakmont Presbyterian, we are 
blessed to partner with JFCS, walking alongside their staff and other volunteers to support our new 
neighbors with our time and talents. Look for more information in the near future for specific ways in 
which you can become involved in supporting our ministry efforts with JFCS. We ask that you pray 
for our newest neighbors and keep the work of the ministry team in mind as we work to connect  
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s congregants to our mission partners, spreading the love of Christ 
through our community and beyond.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Nurture Blessed Beginnings at SPCNS with Your Gifts
The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School (SPCNS) 
operates as a mission of our church. It is our longest ongoing mission, 
having been founded in 1951 to provide an environment where 
children can discover and grow. Its passionate staff collaborate to 
foster social, intellectual, creative, emotional, moral, and physical 
development in children.  

These past two years have presented challenges due to the pandemic, 
with the necessity to follow federal and state guidelines to close or 
reopen with a reduction in the number of students per classroom 
to ensure the health and safety of students and teachers. As a result, tuition income decreased, 
but the cost of running the school remained largely the same, requiring an increase in tuition.

Each year, several scholarships are given to families in need. Please consider making a tax-deductible 
donation to the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School, either for operation expenses or for 
scholarships. Your generosity will help ensure that this unprecedented pandemic neither weakens 
our beloved school’s financial solvency nor prevents any child or family that desires to experience our 
nurturing school community from doing so. 

Checks may be made payable to “SPCNS” and mailed to the attention of the nursery school at the 
church’s postal address. Please make a note in the memo line regarding preferred fund (“Scholarship 
Fund” or “General Operations”). Donations can be made in honor or in memory of a special person. 
Also, many employers match charitable donations, so please check with your personnel department.

With gratitude,
The SPCNS Board of Trustees: Maggie Braasch, Emily Spanovich, Margot Haden, Kate Hale, Lizzie Carey, 
Marilyn Fitzsimmons, Gretchen Gockley, Susanna Godwin, Mary Lang (ex officio), and Ellen Allston (ex officio)

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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Music in a Great Space Presents The Crossing: In a House Besieged
Donald Nally, Conductor • Scott Dettra, Organist • Saturday, March 26, at 3:00 p.m.

Music in a Great Space, the concert series at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, welcomes The Crossing, 
presenting In a House Besieged, on Saturday, March 26, at 3:00 p.m.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Photograph: The Crossing, conducted by Donald Nally. Photograph © Kevin Vondrak.

In a House Besieged fuses writings of Lydia Davis into an extraordinarily unique libretto reflecting the 
fear and anxiety around the aging process. We see our homes and the world around us crumble and 
decay with time; can we admit that our bodies and minds will do the same? Through her mastery of 
choral textures, composer Stacy Garrop ponders: is our topic a crumbling society, cognitive collapse, 
moral deprivation, or the devastating disintegration of our environment? Accompanied by organist 
Scott Dettra, The Crossing presents the world premiere of this work, along with two introspective 
works by spiritual-minimalist Arvo Pärt (The Beatitudes and I am the true vine) and Lansing McLoskey’s 
provocative, gloriously mystifying The Memory of Rain (from The Month of Moderns 2010), on poems of 
Philip Levine capturing Francisco Franco’s devastated Spain of the 1950s: jet fighters, tranquilizers, TVs.

Tickets cost $15 each and may be ordered through the church office. Please call 412-682-4300 or 
visit www.shadysidepres.org/migs for more information.

The Crossing is a Grammy-winning professional chamber choir conducted by Donald Nally and 
dedicated to new music. It is committed to working with creative teams to make and record new, 
substantial works for choir that explore and expand ways of writing for choir, singing in choir, and 
listening to music for choir. Many of its more than 110 commissioned premieres address social, 
environmental, and political issues. Learn more about The Crossing at www.crossingchoir.org.

Welcoming the Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen as Parish Associate
The Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen was for many years a professor of Church history at the University 
of Dubuque Theological Seminary. He is the author of the award-winning book, Kneeling with Giants: 
Learning to Pray with History’s Best Teachers (InterVarsity Press, 2012). He was ordained to serve as 
pastor of the Hillsborough Presbyterian Church in Belle Mead, New Jersey, while completing his 
Ph.D. at Princeton Theological Seminary. He moved to Pittsburgh in 2016 when his wife, Dawna Duff, 
was appointed to the faculty at the University of Pittsburgh. They have two children, ages 11 and 13.

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Hansen to our church family!

HUMAN RESOURCES

More Music in March
Music in a Great Space also welcomes the Pittsburgh Camerata and the Chamber Orchestra of Pittsburgh, 
presenting Tango and Two, on Sunday, March 6, at 3:00 p.m. Tickets may be purchased at the door or online 
at www.pittsburghcamerata.org. Also, plan to join us on Sunday, April 3, at 3:00 p.m., when tenor Eric Rieger 
and pianist J.J. Penna present a recital of French music. Learn more online at www.shadysidepres.org/migs.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current for the 
latest worship precaution updates. Online worship will continue.

First Sunday in Lent, March 6, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Second Sunday in Lent, March 13, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Third Sunday in Lent, March 20, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 27, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Lenten Vespers
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  

These 45-minute candlelight Communion services include the 
Lord’s Supper, a homily, and guest musicians. If you are unable  
to join us in person, you may view our live worship webcast at  

www.shadysidepres.org/live. 

Please see page 1 for more about Lenten Vespers.

Children’s Chapel
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Children enjoy singing songs, hearing a story from the Bible,  
and praying with us on the church’s YouTube channel:   

www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch. 
We are looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, March 1 
April issue

Friday, April 1 
May issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.
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BOARD OF DEACONS

Easter Lilies

The Board of Deacons is 
again providing the op-
portunity for the placement 
of lilies in the Sanctuary 
during the worship services 
on Easter morning. Orders 
may be placed in memory 
of loved ones; please visit 
www.shadysidepres.org/lilies 
before Sunday, March 27, 
for details and instructions.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current

