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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship this evening, whether you are  

present with us physically or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we recommend masks be worn over your 
nose and mouth while inside the building.  To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, 
please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of 
vaccination status.

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Concerning Communion – We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from home 
and those worshiping in the Sanctuary.  Please read the information on page 11 to learn about your 
options for partaking in this evening’s celebration of the Sacrament.

Children in Worship – Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available 
in the Narthex.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.  

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in


Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3

 CHORAL PRELUDE  
Domine Dominus Noster, Quam Admirabile Lucretia Vizzana

O Lord, our Lord, how wonderful is Your name in the whole earth!  Since Your magnificence is 
lifted above the heavens.  You have brought praise from the mouths of babies and infants because 
of Your enemies, so that You may destroy the enemy and avenger.  So I will see Your heavens, the 
works of Your fingers, the moon and stars which You created.

Text based upon Psalm 8

Lift Thine Eyes to the Mountains Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help.  Thy help cometh from 
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.  He hath said, thy foot shall not be moved.  Thy Keeper 
will never slumber.  Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help.

Text based upon Psalm 121

Travelin’ Home   Sacred Harp tunes: White and Long Sought Home,  
adapted and arranged by Andrea Ramsey

Ye fleeting charms of earth, farewell, your springs of joy are dry; my soul now seeks another 
home, a brighter world on high.  I’m a long time travelin’ here below, I’m a long time travelin’ away 
from home.  I’m a long time travelin’ here below, to lay this body down.  Jerusalem, my happy 
home!  Oh, how I long for thee!  Home, sweet home, my long-sought home, my home in heaven 
on high.  Farewell, my friend, whose tender care has long engaged my love; your fond embrace I 
now exchange for better friends above.  I’m a long time travelin’ home.

Text: Edmund Dumas and Francis Baker Priest

The Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir

 CALL TO WORSHIP The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Pastor:    Yet even now, says the Lord, return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with 

weeping, and with mourning;

People:   Rend your hearts and not your garments.
Pastor:    Return to the Lord, your God, for God is gracious and merciful,

People:   Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
Based upon Joel 2:12-13

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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s	 HYMN  87
The Glory of These Forty Days Erhalt uns, Herr

 LITANY OF CONFESSION The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Pastor:    Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Happy are 

those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

People:   While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day 
long.  For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was 
dried up as by the heat of summer.

Pastor:    Then I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will 
confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and You forgave the guilt of my sin.

People:   Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to You; at a time of distress, 
the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.

All:    You are a hiding place for me; You preserve me from trouble; You surround 
me with glad cries of deliverance.

Psalm 32:1-7

 SILENT CONFESSION   

 KYRIE ELEISON  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Wondrous Love  (Hymn no. 85, v. 2)
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am, while millions join the theme, I will 
sing, I will sing; while millions join the theme, I will sing!
 Text: American folk hymn, ca. 1811.  Music: Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835.   

Harmonization: Cantate Domino, 1980.  Harmonization © World Council of Churches.
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 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 103:1-18 page 554 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SOLO 
The Lord Is My Light K. Lee Scott

Gail E. Roup, soprano
The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength of my life, 
of whom shall I be afraid?  When evildoers and foes came upon me to devour my flesh, they 
stumbled and fell.  Though a host encamp against me, my heart shall not fear.  Though war should 
rise against me, I shall be confident.  One thing have I asked of the Lord and that I will seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in His temple.  For in the time of trouble, He will hide me in His secret place and 
set me high upon a rock.

Text: Psalm 27:1-5, adapted by K. Lee Scott

 GOSPEL 
Matthew 5:1-12 page 4 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 HOMILY The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Blessed Are the Merciful

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (spoken in unison) 
Christ Jesus, though He was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross.  Therefore God also 
highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord!  Amen.

Philippians 2:5-11
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s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  502
Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken Rendez à Dieu

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
InvItatIon to the table 
eucharIstIc Prayer

Pastor:   The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of InstItutIon

communIon of the PeoPle

At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to 
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available 
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 11 for further details.

musIc durIng communIon 
Forever Blessed Be Thy Name George Frideric Handel

Gail E. Roup, soprano
Forever blessed be Thy holy name, Lord God of Israel!

 Text: Reverend Thomas Morell

Prayer of resPonse and the lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

s	 HYMN  223
O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer Stuttgart

s	 BENEDICTION 
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 POSTLUDE
Poor Wayfaring Stranger Traditional American folk hymn,  

arranged by Jonathan Rodgers

I am a poor wayfaring stranger while travelin’ through this world of woe.  Yet there’s no sickness, 
toil, or danger in that bright land to which I go.  I’m goin’ there to see my mother.  I’m goin’ there 
no more to roam.  I’m only goin’ over Jordan, I’m only goin’ over home.  I know dark clouds will 
gather o’er me.  I know my way is rough and steep.  Yet beauteous fields lie just before me where 
God’s redeemed their vigils keep.  I’m goin’ there to see my father.  I’m goin’ there no more to 
roam.  I’m only goin’ over Jordan.  I’m only goin’ over home.  I want to wear a crown of glory when 
I get home to that good land.  I want to shout salvation’s story in concert with that blood-washed 
band.  I’m goin’ there to meet my Savior, to sing His praises evermore.  I’m only goin’ over Jordan.  
I’m only goin’ over home.

Text: Traditional, from Christian Songster, 1858; alt.

The Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir

This Evening from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

We welcome our musicians: Gail E. Roup, soprano; and the Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, 
conducted by Artistic Director Kathryn Barnard and accompanied by pianist Abigail Holizna-Eagleson.  
This evening’s music is made possible by a grant from the William E. Saul Fund of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church.

Communion Servers: Deacon John H. Harrison, Elder Robert B. Luthultz, Deacon Sharon L. Luthultz, and 
Elder Sharon A. Taylor

Ushers: Ellen L. Allston and Carey T. Vinson

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 
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Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship continue to be held on-site and online.  Masks are 
recommended while inside the building.  The church’s COVID-19 Task Force continues to meet regularly 
to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.

Masking Protocol – Out of care and concern for our congregation and community, Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church recommends face coverings be worn while inside the church building, including throughout the 
service of worship.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may be unmasked at times  
in order to carry out their worship responsibilities.  Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the 
well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

Prayers for Rev. Portz – Currently, the Reverend Lynn M. Portz is on medical leave for an extended time 
while she undergoes treatment for breast cancer.  Care for the Portz family continues to be coordinated with 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Care Team through the church office.  We encourage you to continue 
to pray fervently for Lynn, Doug, and their family.

Rev. Portz Announces Retirement – After more than forty years of ministry, the Reverend Lynn M. Portz 
has announced her intention to retire, effective May 31.  We give thanks to God for Lynn’s faithful and 
caring ministry among us over the past thirteen years.  Her last Sunday with us as our Associate Pastor 
for Parish Life is May 22.  Following worship that day, you are invited to attend a farewell reception for the 
Portz family.  A letter from Rev. Portz has been mailed to members, and more information will be shared 
in the weeks ahead.  Meanwhile, please join us in praying for God’s blessings on Lynn as she begins this new 
chapter, and plan to join us on May 22 as we celebrate her ministry.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  For more information, 
please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office. 

Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather with 
us — online or on-site — for our weekly chapel time on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  Children enjoy singing songs, 
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us.  If friends cannot join us in person, our live webcast 
is available on the church’s YouTube channel.  Previous videos may be viewed at any time throughout the 
week.  We’re looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!

Easter Egg Hunt – Following worship on Palm Sunday, April 10, all Shadyside families, friends, and neighbors 
are invited to an Easter egg hunt on the church’s McClintock Lawn.  (In the event of rain, the festivities 
will move indoors.)  Junior and senior high students are encouraged to help hide the eggs immediately after 
worship.  Families with infants to elementary-age children are invited to enjoy our Time of Fellowship 
with light refreshments following worship, and then are invited to gather outside at 12:30 p.m. for brief 
instructions.  The Children’s Ministry Team is seeking donations of plastic eggs, filled or unfilled, that we 
can use for the event, which welcomes many guests from the community.  Donations of goodies and treats 
to place inside eggs are also welcome.  Please contact Ellen Allston through the church office to learn more.

News and Notes
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Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesday, April 13.  Midweek Services of Evening Prayer resume on 
Wednesday, April 20, at 7:00 p.m.  We invite you to conclude your day with meditative music and prayer by 
joining us in the Sanctuary or online at www.shadysidepres.org/live for a brief service of evening prayer.

Important Worship Schedule Change: Sunday, May 1, at 4:00 p.m. – Due to the Pittsburgh Marathon, 
on Sunday, May 1, the service of worship has been re-scheduled to 4:00 p.m.  Christian Education classes 
will not be held on-site at 9:45 a.m.; the adult Christian Education study will meet via Zoom only, with an 
archival recording available for playback afterward.  Worship will not be held at 11:00 a.m. 

Caring for Our Congregation – The pastors, staff, elders, Board of Deacons, and Care Team of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church are continuing to care for members of our congregation who are in need of support 
due to sickness, isolation, grief, or distress, or who are hurting in other ways.  We are encouraging members 
to make us aware of such needs for themselves or on behalf of a fellow congregant who could benefit from 
the sharing of God’s love through the church’s various ministries of care and support.  To help us extend 
our reach within our community of faith, please contact the church office.

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship. 

Lenten Vespers

··········  Wednesday, April 6, at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

On Wednesday, April 6, at 7:00 p.m., Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us for an evening of 
music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  This 45-minute candlelight Communion service includes  
the Lord’s Supper; music offered by the Shadyside Cello Trio and soprano Kathy Linger; and a homily from  

the Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen titled “Blessed Are the Peacemakers.”

https://www.shadysidepres.org/live
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Adult Christian Education Lenten Study

··········  Sundays at 9:45 a.m. through April 10  ··········

From March 6 through April 10, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to participate in a study  
for the Lenten season led by the Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, our new Parish Associate.  Join us as we 

explore Prayer in Lent: Drawing Close to the God Who Loves You on Sundays from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.,  
in the Hulme Room or via Zoom.  (Childcare is available on Sunday mornings beginning at 9:30 a.m.)

Pennsbury High School Choir

··········  Sunday, April 24  ··········

This spring, we welcome the choir of Pennsbury 
High School under the direction of James D. Moyer.  
Extended Prelude: 10:45 a.m.  |  Worship: 11:00 a.m.  
Fellowship: Noon  |  Free Concert: 12:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Music in a Great Space Recital

··········  Sunday, April 3, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Tenor Eric Rieger and pianist J.J. Penna present  
a recital of French music, including Fauré’s  

La bonne chanson and Britten’s Les Illuminations.
No tickets necessary; donations appreciated.

Refugee Crisis Response

Shadyside Presbyterian Church urgently requests that our church family uplift our mission partner Jewish 
Family and Community Services (JFCS) in their efforts to alleviate the refugee crisis.  Resettlement efforts 
already strained by the upheaval in Afghanistan are now compounded by the war in Ukraine.

To make a financial contribution, please do so before March 31 by one of the following options:

• Place your check (payable to Shadyside Presbyterian Church, with “Refugee Crisis” in the memo line) 
or cash donation in an envelope designated for JFCS and place it in the offering plate.  Designated 
envelopes are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium.

• Visit our online giving portal at www.shadysidepres.org/give, click “Give Now,” then choose “Spec. 
Mission Programs” in the drop-down menu and “Refugee Assistance” in the memo line.

• Mail your check directly to the church office marked to the attention of the Finance Office.

Please pray for our newest neighbors and for the work of our ministry team and partners.
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About Communion

If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary this evening, two options will be offered for Communion.

• Ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle.  Please continue to wear your mask over 
your nose and mouth while moving throughout the Sanctuary.  At the Chancel steps, you will receive a 
piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion servers.  Please return to your seat 
using the side aisles and wait to partake of the elements until all congregants have returned to their seats 
so that we all may commune together.

• If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from 
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  

• Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely this evening, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or 
matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so.  Even 
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.

Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this evening, we remain in full 
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.

Holy Week and Easter at Shadyside

· · · · · · · · · ·   The Passionate Life  · · · · · · · · · ·

As we follow Christ to the cross, and then through death and loss to the resurrection, we discover that Jesus died 

to give us life.  Join us during Holy Week to find your place in the Passion and the new life Easter offers.

Palm Sunday, April 10
11:00 a.m. Worship  

in the Sanctuary 
Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, 

preaching

Maundy Thursday, April 14
7:00 p.m. Communion Service 

in the Sanctuary 
Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, 

preaching

Good Friday, April 15
10:00 a.m. Service  

led by Children and Youth  
with Communion

7:00 p.m. Service of Music and 
Readings in the Sanctuary

featuring The Wounds,  
by composer James Whitbourn, 

offered by the Chancel Choir

Easter Sunday, April 17
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Identical Festival Services  
in the Sanctuary 

Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, 
preaching, with music for choir, 

organ, strings, and timpani

For more information,  
visit the website: 

www.shadysidepres.org/lent

https://www.shadysidepres.org/lent
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A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
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