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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we recommend masks be worn over your 
nose and mouth while inside the building.  To provide a safer area for those who are most vulnerable, 
please maintain social distance and remain masked at all times in the transepts, regardless of 
vaccination status.

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nazareth Room 
downstairs.  Pagers are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to 
report directly to the Nazareth Room (downstairs).  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend 
worship and may exit with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian 
education.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning 
to the Sanctuary.)  After worship, families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the 
month, all children are invited to remain in worship through the entire service for Communion.  
Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.  
Alternatively, contributions may be mailed to the attention of the finance office at the church’s postal 
address.  Online giving also remains an option; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give for details.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back 
of the Sanctuary.  

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
https://www.shadysidepres.org/give
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 PRELUDE  
Four Pieces Noel Rawsthorne

 CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Pastor:    Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

People:   Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose 
spirit there is no deceit.

Pastor:    Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to You;

People:   At a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.
Pastor:    You are a hiding place for me; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with 

glad cries of deliverance.

People:   Steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.
Pastor:    Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in 

heart.

All:    Let us worship the Lord! Based on Psalm 32:1-2, 6-7, 10b-11

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  303
Jesus, Lover of My Soul Aberystwyth

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

 ORISON
O Sing Unto the Lord Noel Rawsthorne

O sing unto the Lord a new song!  Let the congregation of saints praise Him!  Let them praise 
His name in the dance.  Let them sing praises unto Him with tabret and harp.  Let the saints be 
joyful in glory.  O sing unto the Lord a new song. Text: Psalm 149

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor
If I cannot find Thee, O God, let me search my heart and know whether it is not I 
who am blind rather than Thou who art obscure; and I who am fleeing from Thee 
rather than Thou from me.  Let me confess these my sins, and seek Thy pardon in 
Jesus Christ my Lord.

John Baillie

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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 SILENT CONFESSION   

 KYRIE ELEISON  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson

 WELCOME  

 RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  Elder Susan W. Balaan, Clerk of Session

 HYMN  Austrian Hymn (Hymn no. 285)
Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace, we respond with 
deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace.  May we learn the art of sharing, 
side by side and friend with friend, equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen 
end. Text: Jane Parker Huber, 1981

Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the  
Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel  

before returning to the Sanctuary.)

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s GLORIA PATRI  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson
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 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION The Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen

 EPISTLE 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 page 181 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 ANTHEM
There Is a Land of Pure Delight Grayston Ives
There is a land of pure delight, where saints immortal reign; infinite day excludes the night, 
and pleasures banish pain.  There everlasting spring abides, and never-withering flowers; death, 
like a narrow sea, divides that heavenly land from ours.  Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood 
stand dressed in living green; so to the Jews old Canaan stood, while Jordan rolled between.   
O could we make our doubts remove, those gloomy doubts that rise, and see the Canaan that we 
love with unbeclouded eyes; could we but climb where Moses stood, and view the landscape o’er, 
not Jordan’s stream, nor death’s cold flood, should fright us from the shore!
 Text: Isaac Watts, 1709

 GOSPEL 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 page 78 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
The Far Country

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  347
Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive Detroit

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   |  The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen.
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 PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand Thomas A. Dorsey, arr. Jack Schrader

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, help me stand; I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.  Through 
the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.  Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near.  When my life is almost gone, hear my 
cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.  Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.  Precious 
Lord, take my hand, lead me on, help me stand; I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.  Through the 
storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.  Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

Text: Thomas A. Dorsey

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.

s DOXOLOGY  (sung in unison) Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709.  Music: Genevan Psalter, 1551.

s OFFERTORY PRAYER 

s	 HYMN  298
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy In Babilone

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Sortie Noel Rawsthorne

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 
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The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
George R. and Helen S. Cain and James D. and Judith C. Little by their family.

Acolytes: Patrick Boyle and Vanessa Gonzalez-Rychener

Ushers: The Confirmation Class of Shadyside Presbyterian Church, Daniel W. Ernsberger, Robert B. Luthultz, 
Sharon L. Luthultz, Sharon A. Taylor, and Carey T. Vinson.  Coordinators:  Mark G. Allston, Brigetta  
P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, Mark A. Krofchik, Robert P. O’Neil, and Carey T. Vinson.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

About this Morning’s Music

Noel Rawsthorne (1929–2019) was a British liturgical and concert organist and composer of sacred music.   
A student of Marcel Dupré and Fernando Germani, Rawsthorne was organist at Liverpool Anglican Cathedral 
from 1955 until 1980.

Until March 2009, Grayston Ives (b. 1948) was Informator Choristarum (teacher of the choirboys), organist, and 
Fellow and Tutor in Music at Magdalen College, Oxford.  His choral output ranges from canticles, anthems, 
and motets to arrangements of spirituals, folk songs, and “I’ve Got You Under My Skin.”  His “Listen, Sweet 
Dove,” a setting of lines from George Herbert’s collection of sacred poems The Temple, dates from 1973.  Ives 
is a former member of the King’s Singers, singing tenor from 1978 to 1985.

Holy Week and Easter at Shadyside

· · · · · · · · · ·   The Passionate Life  · · · · · · · · · ·

As we follow Christ to the cross, and then through death and loss to the resurrection, we discover that Jesus died 

to give us life.  Join us during Holy Week to find your place in the Passion and the new life Easter offers.

Palm Sunday, April 10
11:00 a.m. Worship  

in the Sanctuary 
Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, 

preaching

Maundy Thursday, April 14
7:00 p.m. Communion Service 

in the Sanctuary 
Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, 

preaching

Good Friday, April 15
10:00 a.m. Service  

led by Children and Youth  
with Communion

7:00 p.m. Service of Music and 
Readings in the Sanctuary

featuring The Wounds,  
by composer James Whitbourn, 

offered by the Chancel Choir

Easter Sunday, April 17
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Identical Festival Services  
in the Sanctuary 

Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, 
preaching, with music for choir, 

organ, strings, and timpani

For more information,  
visit the website: 

www.shadysidepres.org/lent

https://www.shadysidepres.org/lent
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship continue to be held on-site and online.  Masks are 
recommended while inside the building.  The church’s COVID-19 Task Force continues to meet regularly 
to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.

Masking Protocol – Out of care and concern for our congregation and community, Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church recommends face coverings be worn while inside the church building, including throughout the 
service of worship.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may be unmasked at times  
in order to carry out their worship responsibilities.  Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the 
well-being of others, especially those who are most vulnerable.

Prayers for Rev. Portz – Currently, the Reverend Lynn M. Portz is on medical leave for an extended time 
while she undergoes treatment for breast cancer.  Care for the Portz family continues to be coordinated with 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Care Team through the church office.  We encourage you to continue 
to pray fervently for Lynn, Doug, and their family.

Rev. Portz Announces Retirement – After more than forty years of ministry, the Reverend Lynn M. Portz 
has announced her intention to retire, effective May 31.  We give thanks to God for Lynn’s faithful and 
caring ministry among us over the past thirteen years.  Her last Sunday with us as our Associate Pastor 
for Parish Life is May 22.  Following worship that day, you are invited to attend a farewell reception for the 
Portz family.  A letter from Rev. Portz has been mailed to members, and more information will be shared 
in the weeks ahead.  Meanwhile, please join us in praying for God’s blessings on Lynn as she begins this new 
chapter, and plan to join us on May 22 as we celebrate her ministry.

Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take time to sign these care letters, 
which are a ministry supported by Shadyside’s Board of Deacons.

Easter Lilies – The Board of Deacons is again providing the opportunity for the placement of lilies in the 
Sanctuary during our Easter worship services.  Orders may be placed in memory of loved ones at a cost of 
$8 per lily.  Order forms are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium, or you may place your order online.  
Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/lilies before the end of the day today for details and instructions.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  For more information, 
please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office. 

Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather with 
us — online or on-site — for our weekly chapel time on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  Children enjoy singing songs, 
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us.  If friends cannot join us in person, our live webcast 
is available on the church’s YouTube channel.  Previous videos may be viewed at any time throughout the 
week.  We’re looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!

News and Notes
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Easter Egg Hunt – Following worship on Palm Sunday, April 10, all Shadyside families, friends, and neighbors 
are invited to an Easter egg hunt on the church’s McClintock Lawn.  (In the event of rain, the festivities 
will move indoors.)  Junior and senior high students are encouraged to help hide the eggs immediately after 
worship.  Families with infants to elementary-age children are invited to enjoy our Time of Fellowship 
with light refreshments following worship, and then are invited to gather outside at 12:30 p.m. for brief 
instructions.  The Children’s Ministry Team is seeking donations of plastic eggs, filled or unfilled, that we 
can use for the event, which welcomes many guests from the community.  Donations of goodies and treats 
to place inside eggs are also welcome.  Please contact Ellen Allston through the church office to learn more.

Caring for Our Congregation – The pastors, staff, elders, Board of Deacons, and Care Team of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church are continuing to care for members of our congregation who are in need of support 
due to sickness, isolation, grief, or distress, or who are hurting in other ways.  We are encouraging members 
to make us aware of such needs for themselves or on behalf of a fellow congregant who could benefit from 
the sharing of God’s love through the church’s various ministries of care and support.  To help us extend 
our reach within our community of faith, please contact the church office.

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

Lenten Vespers

··········  Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. through April 6  ··········

During the liturgical season of Lent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us each Wednesday  
for an evening of music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  These 45-minute candlelight Communion 

services include the Lord’s Supper; homilies exploring the Beatitudes; and music offered by the Shadyside 
Strings, Chatham Baroque, the Jade Piano Trio, the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, and vocal soloists.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Pennsbury High School Choir

··········  Sunday, April 24  ··········

This spring, we welcome the choir of Pennsbury 
High School under the direction of James D. Moyer.  
Extended Prelude: 10:45 a.m.  |  Worship: 11:00 a.m.  
Fellowship: Noon  |  Free Concert: 12:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Music in a Great Space Recital

··········  Sunday, April 3, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Tenor Eric Rieger and pianist J.J. Penna present  
a recital of French music, including Fauré’s  

La bonne chanson and Britten’s Les Illuminations.
No tickets necessary; donations appreciated.

Sunday, March 27
Psalms 84; 150
Genesis 48:8-22
Romans 8:11-25
John 6:27-40

Monday, March 28
Psalms 119:73-80; 145
Genesis 49:1-28
1 Corinthians 10:14–11:1
Mark 7:24-37

Tuesday, March 29
Psalms 34; 146
Genesis 49:29–50:14
1 Corinthians 11:2-34
Mark 8:1-10

Wednesday, March 30
Psalms 5; 147:1-11
Genesis 50:15-26
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Mark 8:11-26

Thursday, March 31
Psalms 27; 147:12-20
Exodus 1:6-22
1 Corinthians 12:12-26
Mark 8:27–9:1

Friday, April 1
Psalms 22; 148
Exodus 2:1-22
1 Corinthians 12:27–13:3
Mark 9:2-13

Saturday, April 2
Psalms 43; 149
Exodus 2:23–3:15
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Mark 9:14-29

Sunday, April 3
Psalms 84; 150
Exodus 3:16–4:12
Romans 12:1-21
John 8:46-59

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  March 27 – April 3  ··········

Refugee Crisis Response

Shadyside Presbyterian Church urgently requests that our church family uplift our mission partner Jewish 
Family and Community Services (JFCS) in their efforts to alleviate the refugee crisis.  Resettlement efforts 
already strained by the upheaval in Afghanistan are now compounded by the war in Ukraine.

To make a financial contribution, please do so before March 31 by one of the following options:

• Place your check (payable to Shadyside Presbyterian Church, with “Refugee Crisis” in the memo line) 
or cash donation in an envelope designated for JFCS and place it in the offering plate.  Designated 
envelopes are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium.

• Visit our online giving portal at www.shadysidepres.org/give, click “Give Now,” then choose “Spec. 
Mission Programs” in the drop-down menu and “Refugee Assistance” in the memo line.

• Mail your check directly to the church office marked to the attention of the Finance Office.

Please pray for our newest neighbors and for the work of our ministry team and partners.
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Church Calendar
··········  March 27 – April 3  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online  
March 27 11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
  12:00 p.m. Children’s Music Time in the Hulme Room
  12:15 p.m. Care Team in the Craig Room

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY 7:00 p.m.  Lenten Vespers with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online 
Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

THURSDAY 5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library and via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel

SUNDAY 9:45 a.m. Adult Christian Education in the Hulme Room and via Zoom Videoconferencing
April 3 9:45 a.m. Confirmation Class in the Walton Library
  10:00 a.m. Children’s Chapel in the Chapel and Online
  11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — Fifth Sunday in Lent  

Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
  12:00 p.m. Children’s Music Time in the Hulme Room
  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays) in the Youth Room
  3:00 p.m.  Music in a Great Space Concert in the Sanctuary

Adult Christian Education Lenten Study

··········  Sundays at 9:45 a.m. through April 10  ··········

From March 6 through April 10, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to participate in a study  
for the Lenten season led by the Reverend Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, our new Parish Associate.  Join us as we 

explore Prayer in Lent: Drawing Close to the God Who Loves You on Sundays from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.,  
in the Hulme Room or via Zoom.  (Childcare is available on Sunday mornings beginning at 9:30 a.m.)
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kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
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