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The

... because the mouse hears everything

Representative Nominating Work Has Begun
The Representative Nominating Committee has begun meeting to prayerfully engage in the process 
of identifying people who are well-suited and eager to serve our church as leaders.

Your help in the nomination process is essential. Brochures which provide precise information 
about the process have been mailed to members. If you did not receive a brochure and would like 
one, please contact the church office to request a copy. Identical information and an electronic 
recommendation form may be found on the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/nominating. 
Please give prayerful consideration to people you might like to recommend to the committee. In order 
to be considered, recommendations must be submitted by Sunday, February 20.

As you contemplate, please remember the Trustees represent the congregation in the stewardship of 
property and management of funds. Elders serve on the Session, the body that sets and oversees the 
church’s direction in ministry, programs, and budget. Deacons organize and serve in ministries that 
engage people and groups directly in Christ’s service. At-large members of the 2023 Representative 
Nominating Committee will be called upon to identify the next set of church officers. Trustees, Elders, 
and Deacons serve a three-year term and are eligible to serve a second consecutive term.

Officer candidates will be identified for presentation to the congregation for the purpose of election 
at the annual meetings of the congregation and the corporation which are held in May. You are 
encouraged to join in the work of the Nominating Committee by identifying people who routinely 
seek the will of God and who lead lives consistent with the Gospel. Members of the committee will 
be happy to speak with you should you have questions about the process.

The 2022 Representative Nominating Committee: John E. B. Baldridge; Brigetta P. Del Re;  
Deacon Rebecca H. Dick; Elizabeth B. Kline; Elder Mark A. Krofchik, chair; Trustee JoAnn F. Patross;  

Matthew H. Regentin; Lisa M. Susalla; and Elder J. Alexander Viehman

REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING

Souper Bowl of Caring Supports EECM on February 13
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Urban Ministry will 
again partner with our Youth Ministry for the Souper Bowl of Caring 
food collection. On Sunday, February 13, the youth will collect 
monetary donations and nonperishable food items for East End 
Cooperative Ministry (EECM). Paper bags and a list of suggested 
items will be distributed on Sundays, January 30 and February 6. If 
you would prefer, you may bring your donation in a reusable grocery 
bag, which will be helpful to EECM. Checks should be made payable 
to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with “EECM Food Collection” on the memo line. Alternatively, you 
may give online at www.shadysidepres.org/give by selecting “EECM” from the drop-down fund menu.

Whether you are able to contribute both monetary gifts and food donations, or you are able to 
participate in just one of these ways, your prayers and support for those in our community who are 
hungry and homeless are appreciated, especially during these harsh winter months.

For over thirty years, the Souper Bowl of Caring movement has been inspiring people across the nation 
to make a collective impact on hunger by giving locally. For more information, visit tacklehunger.org.

To learn more about the work of EECM in our community, please see page 3. 

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Appreciating Shadyside’s Support of Student Pastors and the Seminary 

The gracious people of Trinity Episcopal Church in Princeton,  
New Jersey, were kind enough to shepherd me through my seminary 
internship. They were patient with my mistakes, eager to engage the 
questions I raised as I taught Bible study, and more encouraging than 
they should have been about my preaching. Much in the same way 
that our own seminary intern, Wesley Smith, is now experiencing 
the day-to-day of church life at Shadyside, I learned a great deal at 
Trinity by trying my hand at different aspects of pastoral ministry 
alongside the church’s devoted staff and supportive parishioners. 
At Trinity I became steeped in the ancient tradition of Evening 
Prayer, taught education and formation courses, led children’s 
chapel, served Communion, tended to pastoral care needs, and joined in the work of the church’s 
missions partners. It was also at Trinity that I came to realize how crucial the relationship between 
ministers and music directors can be; it is the loom on which the Holy Spirit helps us draw together 
the threads of worship into a tapestry of praise intended for God.

When I began my work as a seminary intern, I had the audacity to believe that the church and I were 
making a fair trade, bartering an equal transaction: my twelve hours per week for their fulfilling my 
field education requirement. But just a few days into the internship, I realized that the time necessary 
for the priests to supervise and mentor the interns was far greater than the time they saved by 
delegating tasks to us. 

Besides, what they taught us by example turned out to be priceless. While most of my time at Trinity 
now blurs together in my memory, there are a few experiences that deeply shaped me as a minister 
and as a Christian. A child in church school risked her own acceptance in her peer group in order to 
make sure another child, who had been left out, was included. A woman whose memories had been 
claimed by dementia whispered the words to the hymns I hummed by her bedside as she was dying. 
One of the priests repeatedly paid our parking tickets because he was worried that we as seminarians 
might not be able to afford the unforeseen expense. (He was right. His generosity felt like grace.) He 
also allowed all the seminary interns to pick any two items for free from the rummage sale preview, 
and he occasionally sent us home with pies and good wine—an ode to joy for seminary students 
whose budgets rarely allowed for such extravagance.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church has a history of nurturing budding pastors and fostering theological 
education. Somewhere out there in the larger Church, the pastoral interns you taught are grateful for 
the invaluable lessons you shared. But even if no one on earth were to remember your generosity, you 
will have offered it in the name of the Lord Jesus. And I, for one, will be grateful.

Grace and peace,
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience … . Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

Colossians 3:12, 14-17

An Invitation to Membership
On Saturday, March 26, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, learn what makes Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
unique at a new members’ welcome meeting in the Hulme Room. We will share about the ministries 
and mission of our church, and help you find ways that you can add your gifts to our fellowship to 
serve Christ together. Childcare is available during the class.  New members will be welcomed during 
worship on Sunday, March 27. To register, please contact Kaysie Strickland in the church office.

PARISH LIFE
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Partner Spotlight: East End Cooperative Ministry
East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM) works to change the lives of individuals and families in 
Pittsburgh facing the impact of poverty. Founded in 1970 by the local interfaith groups, EECM continues 
to grow through direct hands-on services to the hungry, homeless, elderly, and disadvantaged urban 
youth. EECM’s three main areas of ministry are Community Food Service, Housing/Employment 
Services, and Children/Youth Services.

•	 Community Food Service is the most widely recognized part of EECM; Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church has been a long-term partner assisting to serve meals and running quarterly food drives.

•	 Housing/Employment Services include:
•	 An emergency homeless shelter with twenty-one beds also provides social service 

navigation assistance, such as connecting consumers to permanent housing, and health 
and social benefits.

•	 A ninety-day substance use recovery program offers housing and treatment for thirty 
individuals referred by a treatment facility or the justice system.

•	 Families Achieving Independence through Housing (FAITH) helps families impacted by 
physical or mental disability find affordable housing.

•	 SewForward, an apprenticeship sewing program, trains individuals for a career in commercial 
sewing.

•	 Children/Youth Services include summer camps, educational opportunities within media and 
the creative arts, and recreational sports for youth in their catchment area.

EECM is celebrating fifty years in providing services; learn more from our Minute for Mission during 
worship in February and join the festivities at EECM’s Golden Gala on May 21, 2022, at Rodef Shalom 
in Shadyside. Please contact the church office for details.

To learn more about how we are supporting EECM during the month of February, please see page 1.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Pittsburgh Marathon Relay Teams Support Open Hand Ministries
For more than ten years, Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) has used the Pittsburgh Marathon as 
a platform to raise funds and awareness for our mission partners. Once again this year, we will run 
with our mission partner Open Hand Ministries (OHM). OHM is committed to promoting justice and 
equality through home ownership in the East End of Pittsburgh. SPC and OHM welcome runners of 
any ability to join in running with a purpose at the 2022 Pittsburgh Marathon on Sunday, May 1. The 
marathon relay divides the 26.2-mile marathon course into five legs, ranging from 3.8 to 6.5 miles. 
Registration is free, but we ask each individual to participate in fundraising for OHM. To sign up or for 
more information, please contact the church office.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Cooking for a Cause: Members of Shadyside Presbyterian Church prepare a meal in the church kitchen to be served at the EECM shelter. 
Photograph taken by Nick Conti prior to COVID-19 precautions.
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CARE & SUPPORT

Deacons’ Technology Team Offers Support
Is one of your new year’s resolutions to untangle a complicated 
technological issue or figure out how to use your smart device more 
effectively? The Board of Deacons is beginning a new initiative to 
offer technology assistance for those who would benefit from some 
friendly and knowledgeable guidance. The deacons’ tech team is 
willing to meet with individuals at the church by appointment to 
help with smart phones, tablets, and laptop computers — or even to 
provide advice for television setup. We can also provide tips related 
to the church’s digital resources: accessing the worship livestream, perusing the worship archive on 
the website, utilizing the online giving portal, signing the virtual friendship pad, subscribing to the 
church’s YouTube channel, and more!

To schedule an appointment or to inquire further, please contact Jee Eun Song or Garret Smith 
through Kaysie Strickland in the church office.

BOARD OF DEACONS’ 
TECHNOLOGY TEAM

CARE & SUPPORT

Message from Rev. Lynn Portz
With heartfelt gratitude, Doug 
and I extend our thanks to all 
who have supported us in so 
many ways through this time 
of medical treatment. Each and 
every card, note, text message, 
and email is a gift we deeply 
treasure. These, along with your 
many other expressions of prayer 
and support, have brought hope 
and light to us. A special thanks 
to the Care Team and the Deacons for all the ways they have 
coordinated care for us and extended special encouragement just 
when needed. We eagerly look forward to the time when we can 
be together again!

In Christ’s love,
Lynn and Doug

IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.

•	 Alicia C. Saunders Convard

•	 Annie Mae Jackson

Please remember the family 
and friends of these individuals 
in your prayers.

MISSIONS

Disaster Relief
On the evening of December 10 
through the early hours of 
December 11, several tornadoes 
devastated six southern and 
midwestern states, resulting 
in extensive damage and sig-
nificant loss of life. Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church has 
responded to the emergency 
by supporting Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) with 
$9,497. We thank those who 
contributed above and beyond 
the Mission and Urban Ministry 
Team’s amount to help our 
neighbors in need.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Shrove Tuesday Takeout Treats Support Youth 
Pick-up on Sunday, February 27, following worship

Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to treat yourself to some 
sweet homemade pastries while supporting our youth!

Although “pancake” and “pandemic” share the same first three 
letters, we are pretty certain that’s about all the two have in 
common! While we cannot host our traditional pre-Lent pancake 
dinner again this year due to health and safety restrictions, our 
Youth Ministry will offer takeout cinnamon rolls and scones for 
you to enjoy at home as an alternative.

All orders must be placed in advance through the church website. 
Pick-up will be available following worship on Sunday, February 27. 

Please watch the e-newsletter and bulletin for details and ordering 
instructions. All proceeds support youth mission opportunities.
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We Remember: A Virtual Concert from the Pittsburgh Camerata 
Available February 1–20 (Online Only)

The 29th concert season of Music in a Great Space continues with 
the Pittsburgh Camerata, virtually presenting We Remember (people, 
places, experiences), from February 1 through 20.

This online-only concert offers music and poetry which help us 
reflect and give us hope for the future. From the comfort and safety 
of your own home, hear Pittsburgh’s premier professional chamber 
choir under the direction of Mark A. Anderson, the church’s Director 
of Music Ministry and the Camerata’s Artistic Director.

Virtual tickets and subscriptions may be purchased online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Music in a Great Space Presents Organist Nicole Keller
Co-sponsored with the Organ Artists Series of Pittsburgh • Sunday, February 13, at 3:00 p.m.

On Sunday, February 13, at 3:00 p.m., Music in a Great Space and 
the Organ Artists Series of Pittsburgh present organist Nicole Keller 
in concert.

Ms. Keller currently serves as Associate Organist at Trinity 
Cathedral (Episcopal), Cleveland, and is on the faculty of the 
Baldwin Wallace University Conservatory of Music in Berea, Ohio. 
She will be performing music of Bach, Franck, and Hampton.

She received the Performer’s Certificate and the Master of Music 
degree in organ performance and literature at the Eastman School 
of Music in Rochester, New York, under the tutelage of David 
Higgs. While at Eastman, she studied continuo with Arthur Haas 
and improvisation with Gerre Hancock. She received the Bachelor 
of Music degree in piano performance from the Baldwin Wallace 
Conservatory of Music in Berea, Ohio, where she studied piano with 
George Cherry and Jean Stell and organ with Margaret Scharf.

Ms. Keller has concertized in the United States and abroad in venues such as St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
New York; Cathédrale Notre-Dame, Paris; Dom St. Stephan, Passau; St. Patrick Cathedral, Armagh, 
Northern Ireland; and The Kazakh National University for the Arts, Astana, Kazakhstan. She has 
extensive experience as a chamber musician and as a continuo player, including many performances 
of Bach’s St. Matthew and St. John Passions, the Christmas Oratorio, and the Mass in B minor, in addition 
to a host of cantatas and baroque chamber music.

Tickets may be purchased online at www.organseries.com or at the door.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Above: Organist Nicole Keller

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Tango and Two with the Camerata and the Pittsburgh Chamber Orchestra 
Sunday, March 6, at 3:00 p.m.

Next month, Music in a Great Space welcomes the return of the 
Pittsburgh Camerata with Tango and Two, on Sunday, March 6, at 
3:00 p.m. 

For this concert, the Camerata joins with the Chamber Orchestra 
of Pittsburgh for a program including Misatango, by Martin Palmeri.

Tickets and subscriptions may be purchased at the door or online at 
www.pittsburghcamerata.org. 
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current for the 
latest worship precaution updates. Online worship will continue.

Sunday, February 6, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, February 13, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, February 20, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Sunday, February 27, at 11:00 a.m. 
Transfiguration of the Lord 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Midweek Services of Evening Prayer
Wednesdays, February 2, 9, 16, and 23, at 7:00 p.m.  

These candlelit services offer a midweek worship experience 
in our beautiful Sanctuary. Conclude your day with meditative 

music and prayer. If you are unable to join us in person, you may 
view our live worship webcast at www.shadysidepres.org/live. 

The liturgical season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2. 
Please plan to join us for Lenten vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Children’s Chapel
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Children enjoy singing songs, hearing a story from the Bible,  
and praying with us on the church’s YouTube channel:   
www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch 
We are looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, February 1 
March issue

Tuesday, March 1 
April issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Live Worship Webcast

Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

View our worship livestream at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live.  
If you are not able to gather 
on-site with us, we hope you 
will gather with us in spirit.
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