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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless 
of your vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside 
the building and maintain six feet of distance from others.  The transept pews continue to offer 
socially distant seating to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated. 

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nazareth Room 
downstairs.  Pagers are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to 
report directly to the Nazareth Room (downstairs).  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend 
worship and may exit with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian 
education.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning 
to the Sanctuary.)  After worship, families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the 
month, all children are invited to remain in worship through the entire service for Communion.  
Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.  
Alternatively, contributions may be mailed to the attention of the finance office at the church’s postal 
address.  Online giving also remains an option; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give for details.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
https://www.shadysidepres.org/give
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 PRELUDE  
Suo Gân Gerald Near
The Holy Boy John Ireland
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Keith Chapman

 CALL TO WORSHIP The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Pastor:    Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the heights!

People:   Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His host!
Pastor:    Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all you shining stars!

People:   Praise Him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
Pastor:    Let them praise the name of the Lord, for He commanded and they were created.

People:   Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
Pastor:    Young men and women alike, old and young together!

People:   Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name alone is exalted; His 
glory is above earth and heaven.

Pastor:    He has raised up a horn for His people, praise for all His faithful, for the people of 
Israel who are close to Him.

People:   Praise the Lord!
Based upon Psalm 148:1-5, 11-14

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  28
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice In dulci jubilo

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   

 ORISON Noel Rawsthorne

O sing unto the Lord a new song!  Let the congregation of saints praise Him!  Let them praise 
His name in the dance.  Let them sing praises unto Him with tabret and harp.  Let the saints be 
joyful in glory.  O sing unto the Lord a new song. Text: Psalm 149

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ You came among us making known Your love 
and mercy for all people.  Forgive us for being so captivated by Christmas that we 
forget that the Infant in the manger grew to be Lord over all creation.  We confess of 
the times we have celebrated the promises of Your birth, yet neglected the challenge 
and call of Your ministry.  Have mercy upon us, O Lord, and strengthen us to follow 
where You lead.

 SILENT CONFESSION   

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Polish carol  (Hymn no. 37)
Infant holy, Infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; oxen lowing, little knowing Christ 
the babe is Lord of all.  Swift are winging, angels singing, Noels ringing, tidings 
bringing: Christ the babe is Lord of all.  Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new, saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.  
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing greet the morrow: Christ the babe 
was born for you.
 Text: Polish carol.  Translation and paraphrase: Edith M. G. Reed, 1925.  Music: Polish carol.  

Harmonization: A. E. Rusbridge (1917–1969).  Used by permission of Rosalind Rusbridge.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s	 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) The First Nowell  (Hymn no. 56, vv. 1 and 6)
The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so 
deep.  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.  Then let us all with 
one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, that hath made heav’n and earth of 
nought, and with His blood our life hath bought.  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel.

Text: English carol, 17th century.  Music: English carol, Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833.

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 SCRIPTURE 
Colossians 3:12-17 page 201 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.
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 SOLO  
   Mary’s Cradle Song  (Mariä Wiegenlied, from Schlichte Weisen, Op. 76)  Max Reger

Kathy Linger, soprano
Sweet Mary sits in rosy bow’rs and rocks her Jesus Child, through the leaves so gently warming 
summer breezes smile.  And there beside her sings a bird in soft reply: Ah, Baby, dearest, lullaby!  
Lovely Your smiling, lovelier still Your slumber blest; lay Your little tired head closely to Your 
mother’s breast!  Text: Martin Boelitz (1874–1918).  Translation: John Carol Case.

 GOSPEL 
Luke 2:41-52 page 59 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Searching for Jesus

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  36
In the Bleak Midwinter Cranham

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe that God has come to us as a little child,

making our weakness His strength,
securing our salvation by becoming one of us,
blessing us with a steadfast Savior,
filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one another.

We believe that God has birthed righteousness and justice into the world,
giving us a law that will be written upon our hearts,
making the cause of the oppressed the highest priority,
declaring an everlasting reign of peace,
defeating the power of pain and suffering.

We believe that God calls us to participate in this reality of love,
inviting us to proclaim Christ’s resurrection at the Table,
transforming us as disciples to go out into the world,
sending us forth to announce His kingdom of peace and comfort,
challenging us to see everyone as God’s beloved children.

This love we believe.  
This love we proclaim.

This love we seek to embody in word and deed, until Christ comes again to reign.
Adapted from an affirmation written for the season of Christmas by Stephen M. Fearing
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 PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM 
Where Shepherds Lately Knelt  Carl Schalk

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word, I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely 
stirred; but there is room and welcome there for me; but there is room and welcome there for me.  
In that unlikely place I find Him as they said: Sweet newborn Babe, how frail!  And in a manger 
bed: A still, small voice to cry one day for me; a still, small voice to cry one day for me.  How should 
I not have known Isaiah would be there, his prophecies fulfilled?  With pounding heart I stare: 
A Child, a Son, the Prince of Peace for me; a Child, a Son, the Prince of Peace for me.  Can I, will 
I forget how Love was born, and burned Its way into my heart—unasked, unforced, unearned, to 
die, to live, and not alone for me; to die, to live, and not alone for me?
 Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.

s	 DOXOLOGY  (sung in unison) Antioch  (Hymn no. 40, vv. 1 and 4)
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare 
Him room, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and 
heav’n and nature sing.  He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the 
nations prove the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, and wonders 
of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.

Text:  Isaac Watts, 1719; alt.  Music attributed to George Frideric Handel, 1742;  
arranged by Lowell Mason, 1836.

s OFFERTORY PRAYER 

s	 HYMN  (please see page 8 of this bulletin)
Love Has Come Bring a Torch

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Noël Louis-Claude Daquin
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Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Richard D. Baker Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Baker, and Susan Dunstan Baker.

Ushers: Ellen L. Allston, W. Dennis Bossick, Daniel Giosta, Terrence H. Murphy, and Carey T. Vinson.  
Coordinators:  Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, Mark A. Krofchik, 
Robert P. O’Neil, and Carey T. Vinson.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Disaster Response

On the evening of December 10 through the early hours of December 11, several tornadoes devastated 
six southern and midwestern states, resulting in extensive damage and significant loss of life.  Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Urban Ministry is responding to the emergency by supporting 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) with $5,000.  If you would like to make an additional contribution, 
please do so before December 29 by one of the following options:

• Place your check (payable to Shadyside Presbyterian Church, with “Disaster Relief” in the memo line) 
or cash donation in an envelope designated for PDA and place it in the offering plate.  Designated 
envelopes are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium.

• Visit our online giving portal at www.shadysidepres.org/give, click the “Give Now” button, and 
choose “Disaster Relief Fund” in the drop-down menu.

• Mail your check directly to the church office marked to the attention of the Finance Office.

Virtual Camerata Concert

··········  Available February 1–20  ··········

“We Remember: People, Places, Experiences,” an 
online-only concert, offers music and poetry that 

helps us reflect and gives us hope for the future. 
Virtual tickets: www.pittsburghcamerata.org.

Virtual Recital

··········  Sunday, January 16, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Tenor Marco Panuccio and pianist Ellen Fast  
present a virtual program of English composers, 
featuring works by Vaughan Williams, Britten, 

Finzi, and more, via the church’s YouTube channel.

http://www.pittsburghcamerata.org
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Love Has Come
BRING A TORCH

Ken Bible, 1996 French carol

Text © 1996 LNWhymns.com (admin. Music Services). Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-734299. All rights reserved.
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship at Shadyside Presbyterian Church continue to be held on-site 
and online.  All individuals are asked to wear masks while in the building.  Most church-related activities 
will continue to occur online, and the church office is open during weekday business hours.  The COVID-19 
Task Force continues to meet regularly to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.

Masking Protocol – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force, consistent with guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, highly recommends wearing face coverings while 
indoors, regardless of vaccination status.  Out of care and concern for our congregation and community, 
the task force requests that we follow this guidance while inside the church building, including throughout 
the service of worship.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may be unmasked at times 
in order to carry out their worship responsibilities.  Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the 
well-being of others.

If you use offering envelopes, they will be available in the Sharp Atrium today.  Please help the church to 
economize on mailing costs by picking up your envelopes.

Prayers for Rev. Portz – Currently, the Reverend Lynn M. Portz is on medical leave for an extended time 
while she undergoes treatment for breast cancer.  Care for the Portz family continues to be coordinated with 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Care Team through the church office.  We encourage you to continue 
to pray fervently for Lynn, Doug, and their family.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  While the COVID-19 
countermeasures remain in effect, both prayer groups will meet virtually via Zoom videoconferencing.   
Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office to access the meetings.

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesday, December 29, 2021, and Wednesday, January 5, 2022.  
Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and online.

Pledges and Year-End Giving – As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have fully 
contributed your pledge amount for this current year.  For those of you who are in a position to make 
additional year-end charitable contributions, please remember the church in your giving.  All gifts and 
contributions intended for calendar year 2021 need to be received by 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, December 30,  
in order to be included in this year.  Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2022, please do 
so by returning your form to the church, or pledge online by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.   
We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.

News and Notes
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Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather with 
us — online or on-site — for our weekly chapel time on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  Children enjoy singing songs, 
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us.  If friends cannot join us in person, our live webcast 
is available on the church’s YouTube channel.  Previous videos may be viewed at any time throughout the 
week.  We’re looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you again on Sunday, January 9!  (Due to the holidays, 
there will be no chapel on Sundays, December 26 and January 2.)

Christian Education Classes will not be held at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 26, 2021, and Sunday,  
January 2, 2022.  Education classes for children and youth will resume on Sunday, January 9, at 10:00 a.m.

Nursery School Registering Students for 2022-2023 – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
(SPCNS) offers developmentally appropriate classes on weekday mornings (September through May) for 
two-, three-, four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds.  Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for the 
2022-2023 school year.  Returning students and SPC members receive enrollment preference.  Please call 
Director Mary Lang at 412-681-6311, or visit the school’s website: shadysideschool.org.

New Study for “Women at the Well” in January – Women of all ages are welcome to gather online with the 
“Women at the Well” for in-depth Bible study, discussion, and fellowship.  In general, the group meets on 
the second and fourth Thursday of each month from 10:30 a.m. to noon via Zoom videoconferencing, but 
please check the calendar for exceptions.  Our next virtual gathering occurs Thursday, January 13, when we 
begin our new study led by Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ: Investigating the Evidence for Jesus.  For more 
information or meeting access instructions, please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office. 

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

https://shadysideschool.org
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Sunday, December 26
Psalms 116; 150
1 Samuel 1:1-2, 7b-28
Colossians 1:9-20
Luke 2:22-40

Monday, December 27
Psalms 34; 145
Proverbs 8:22-30
1 John 5:1-12
John 13:20-35

Tuesday, December 28
Psalms 2; 146
Isaiah 49:13-23
Isaiah 54:1-13
Matthew 18:1-14

Wednesday, December 29
Psalms 96; 147:1-11
2 Samuel 23:13-17b
2 John 1-13
John 2:1-11

Thursday, December 30
Psalms 93; 147:12-20
1 Kings 17:17-24
3 John 1-15
John 4:46-54

Friday, December 31
Psalms 98; 148
1 Kings 3:5-14
James 4:13-17; 5:7-11
John 5:1-15

Saturday, January 1
Psalms 98; 149
Isaiah 62:1-5, 10-12
Revelation 19:11-16
Matthew 1:18-25

Sunday, January 2
Psalms 48; 150
1 King 3:5-14
Colossians 3:12-17
John 6:41-47

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings

··········  December 26 – January 2  ··········

Church Calendar
··········  December 26 – January 2  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — First Sunday of Christmas
December 26 12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall

MONDAY  Building and Office Closed

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing
  12:30 p.m. Office Closes
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY 12:30 p.m. Office Closes

THURSDAY 12:30 p.m. Office Closes
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing

FRIDAY 12:30 p.m. Office Closes

SUNDAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online
January 2  Second Sunday of Christmas — Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
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Cover:  “Christ in the Temple” art glass window in the gallery of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Sanctuary, received 
as a gift from the church school in celebration of the church’s fiftieth anniversary in 1916.  Designed by the Gorham 
Company of New York, the window depicts Jesus as a boy in the temple (Luke 2:46-47).  Photograph by Nick Conti.

This bulletin is printed on paper manufactured from recycled content.  If you would like to recycle your bulletin,  
kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch

Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Lynn M. Portz, Associate Pastor for Parish Life  (on medical leave)

Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, Associate Pastor for Discipleship
Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor

Ellen L. Allston, Director of Children’s Ministry
Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry

Peter F. Bodnar, Director of Communications
Jane M. Boyle, Associate for Children’s Music

Steven M. Bright, Hospitality Coordinator
Judy A. Brust, Accountant

Johnnie L. Bryant III, Sexton
Robert A. Coder, Director of Finance

Stephen M. Donnelly, Associate for Children’s Music
Della L. Ellard, Administrative Assistant
Joseph A. Figliulo, Music Administrator

Ruth E. Garrett, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
Mary E. Lang, Director of the Nursery School

Dennis H. Martin, Head Sexton
Jesse B. Naus, Audio/Visual Engineer

Bobby C. Pack Jr., Sexton
Nancy M. Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita

Jamie G. Shipley, Associate for Children’s Ministry
Kaysie L. Strickland, Assistant to the Associate Pastors

Justin M. Wallace, Assistant Organist

Church Staff




