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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless 
of your vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside 
the building and maintain six feet of distance from others.  The transept pews continue to offer 
socially distant seating to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated. 

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nazareth Room 
downstairs.  Pagers are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to 
report directly to the Nazareth Room (downstairs).  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend 
worship and may exit with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian 
education.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning 
to the Sanctuary.)  After worship, families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the 
month, all children are invited to remain in worship through the entire service for Communion.  
Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.  
Alternatively, contributions may be mailed to the attention of the finance office at the church’s postal 
address.  Online giving also remains an option; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give for details.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
https://www.shadysidepres.org/give
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 PRELUDE  
Two Preludes on Divinum mysterium André Marques
 Richard Purvis

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES and CALL TO WORSHIP  
Brian C. Doherty, Jolanta Doherty, Julia Doherty, and Maria Doherty

Leader:    Watch and wait for Christ’s coming, remembering the faithful promises of God. 
We light the first candle in hope.  We light the second candle for peace.  We light the 
third candle in joy.  We light the fourth candle with love.  With the psalmist we cry out:

People:   Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved.
Leader:    May this light be a sign to us and to the world that the God of our salvation is with 

us.

People:   God of promise, God of love, into our darkness come.
Incorporating Psalm 80:7

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  (please see pages 8 and 9 of this bulletin)
My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  (Canticle of the Turning) Star of the County Down

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

 ORISON 
   This Is the Day  Justin M. Wallace

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it! Text: Psalm 118:24

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Shepherd of Israel, You call to us and we recognize Your voice; yet we turn away, tending 
to our own desires.  Pursue us in love, leaving the ninety-nine to find us and to carry 
us home on Your capable shoulders.  Where we have gone astray, forgive us.  Where 
we have been wounded, heal us.  Where we have wounded others, mend the frayed ties 
that bind.  Where we have caused You to weep, restore us, O God.  Make our hearts 
leap with joy, and fill our mouths with songs of praise, that we may announce glad 
tidings of peace, and welcome Christ into our midst.

 SILENT CONFESSION   

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Es ist ein’ Ros’  (Hymn no. 48)
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!  Of Jesse’s lineage coming, 
by faithful prophets sung.  It came, a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter, when 
half spent was the night.  Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; with Mary 
we behold it, the virgin mother kind.  To show God’s love aright, she bore for us a 
Savior, when half spent was the night.
 Text: German carol, 15th century; translation: Theodore Baker (1851–1934), alt.   

Music: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Cologne, 1599; arr. by Michael Praetorius, 1609.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s	 HYMN  23
Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria

Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the  
Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel  

before returning to the Sanctuary.)

 WELCOME  

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Micah 5:2-5a page 865 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 ANTHEM  
   Magnificat  Leslie Betteridge

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  For He hath 
regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed.  For He that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is His name.  And His mercy 
is on them that fear Him throughout all generations.  He hath shewed strength with His arm; He 
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich He hath sent empty away.  He, remembering His mercy, hath holpen His servant 
Israel; as He promised to our forefathers, Abraham, and his seed forever.  Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. Text: Luke 1:46-55
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 GOSPEL 
Luke 1:39-55 page 57 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
In Remembrance of God’s Mercy

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  309
Of the Father’s Love Begotten Divinum mysterium

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   |  The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen.

 PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM 
Gabriel’s Message Basque carol, arr. Craig Phillips

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.  “All hail,” said 
he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.”  Gloria!  “For know a blessèd mother 
thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee.  Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favored lady.”  Gloria!  Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head.  “To me be as it 
pleaseth God,” she said.  “My soul shall laud and magnify His holy name.”  Most highly favored 
lady.  Gloria!  Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn.  
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: “Most highly favored lady.”  Gloria!
 Text paraphrased by Sabine Baring-Gould (1834–1924)

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.
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s	 DOXOLOGY  (sung in unison) The First Nowell  (Hymn no. 56)
Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, that hath made 
heav’n and earth of nought, and with His own life our lives He hath bought.  Nowell, 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell.  Praise to the King of Israel.

Text: English carol, 17th century, alt.  Music: English carol, Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833.

s OFFERTORY PRAYER 

s	 HYMN  22
Angels, from the Realms of Glory Regent Square

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Postlude on Mendelssohn David Willcocks

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Richard D. Baker Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Baker, and Susan Dunstan Baker.

Ushers: Frederick W. Brooke IV, Francis P. Collins, Janice Collins, Terrence H. Murphy, and Carey T. Vinson.  
Coordinators:  Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, Mark A. Krofchik, 
Robert P. O’Neil, and Carey T. Vinson.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Disaster Response

On the evening of December 10 through the early hours of December 11, several tornadoes devastated 
six southern and midwestern states, resulting in extensive damage and significant loss of life.  Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Urban Ministry is responding to the emergency by supporting 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) with $5,000.  If you would like to make an additional contribution, 
please do so before December 29 by one of the following options:

• Place your check (payable to Shadyside Presbyterian Church, with “Disaster Relief” in the memo line) 
or cash donation in an envelope designated for PDA and place it in the offering plate.  Designated 
envelopes are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium.

• Visit our online giving portal at www.shadysidepres.org/give, click the “Give Now” button, and 
choose “Disaster Relief Fund” in the drop-down menu.

• Mail your check directly to the church office marked to the attention of the Finance Office.
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship at Shadyside Presbyterian Church continue to be held on-site 
and online.  All individuals are asked to wear masks while in the building.  Most church-related activities 
will continue to occur online, and the church office is open during weekday business hours.  The COVID-19 
Task Force continues to meet regularly to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.

Masking Protocol – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force, consistent with guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, highly recommends wearing face coverings while 
indoors, regardless of vaccination status.  Out of care and concern for our congregation and community, 
the task force requests that we follow this guidance while inside the church building, including throughout 
the service of worship.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may be unmasked at times 
in order to carry out their worship responsibilities.  Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the 
well-being of others.

If you use offering envelopes, they will be available in the Sharp Atrium today and Sunday, December 26.  
Please help the church to economize on mailing costs by picking up your envelopes.

The Giving Tree – The Mission and Urban Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church thanks you for 
your generosity with the Giving Tree project in partnership with Sojourner House and the Pennsylvania 
Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER).  Wrapped gifts should be returned to the church 
by noon on Monday, December 20.  Your kindness is greatly appreciated.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  While the COVID-19 
countermeasures remain in effect, both prayer groups will meet virtually via Zoom videoconferencing.   
Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office to access the meetings.

Promised Land Ministries Student Sponsorships – This holiday season, please consider giving the gift of 
education to a student in need.  In partnership with the Promised Land Ministries (PLM) student sponsorship 
program, Shadyside Presbyterian Church members help more than thirty children attend PLM’s school in 
Guatemala.  We hope you might consider sponsoring one of the remaining students.  A sponsorship of $360 
covers school uniforms, materials, and annual tuition.  To learn more, or to sponsor one of the students, 
please contact Kaysie Strickland at kstrickland@shadysidepres.org.

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 22 and 29, 2021, and Wednesday, January 5, 
2022.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and online.

News and Notes

  (The News and Notes section continues on page 10.)
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My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
Canticle of the Turning

STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN

Rory Cooney, 1990 Irish melody; arr. Rory Cooney, 1990
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Text and Music Arrangement © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-734299.  All rights reserved.
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Christian Education Classes will not be held at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 26, 2021, and Sunday,  
January 2, 2022.  Education classes for children and youth will resume on Sunday, January 9, at 10:00 a.m.

Pledges and Year-End Giving – As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have fully 
contributed your pledge amount for this current year.  For those of you who are in a position to make 
additional year-end charitable contributions, please remember the church in your giving.  All gifts and 
contributions intended for calendar year 2021 need to be received by 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, December 30,  
in order to be included in this year.  Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2022, please do 
so by returning your form to the church, or pledge online by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.   
We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.

Nursery School Registering Students for 2022-2023 – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
(SPCNS) offers developmentally appropriate classes on weekday mornings (September through May) for 
two-, three-, four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds.  Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for the 
2022-2023 school year.  Returning students and SPC members receive enrollment preference.  Please call 
Director Mary Lang at 412-681-6311, or visit the school’s website: shadysideschool.org.

New Study for “Women at the Well” in January – Women of all ages are welcome to gather online with the 
“Women at the Well” for in-depth Bible study, discussion, and fellowship.  In general, the group meets on 
the second and fourth Thursday of each month from 10:30 a.m. to noon via Zoom videoconferencing, but 
please check the calendar for exceptions.  Our next virtual gathering occurs Thursday, January 13, when we 
begin our new study led by Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ: Investigating the Evidence for Jesus.  For more 
information or meeting access instructions, please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office. 

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

(News and Notes — continued from page 7)

https://shadysideschool.org
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse


Sunday, December 19, 2021 11

Church Calendar
··········  December 19 – 26  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19  Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
  11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall
  12:00 p.m. Children’s Music Time in the Hulme Room
  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays) in the Youth Room

MONDAY 5:30 p.m. EECM Shelter Dinner Volunteers at EECM, 6140 Station Street

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing
  4:00 p.m. COVID-19 Task Force via Zoom Videoconferencing
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

THURSDAY 5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir  Rehearsal in the Chapel

FRIDAY 12:30 p.m. Church Office Closed
  4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service in the Sanctuary and Online
  8:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in the Sanctuary and Online —  

Extended Prelude for Choir and Harp begins at 7:40 p.m.

SUNDAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — First Sunday of Christmas
December 26  Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith, preaching
  11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Parish Hall

Sunday, December 19
Psalms 24; 150
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Titus 1:1-16
Luke 1:1-25

Monday, December 20
Psalms 122; 145
1 Samuel 2:1b-10
Titus 2:1-10
Luke 1:26-36

Tuesday, December 21
Psalms 33; 146
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Titus 2:11–3:8a
Luke 1:39-48a (48b-56)

Wednesday, December 22
Psalms 50; 147:1-11
2 Samuel 7:18-29
Galatians 3:1-14
Luke 1:57-66

Thursday, December 23
Psalms 18:1-20; 147:12-20
Jeremiah 31:10-14
Galatians 3:15-22
Luke 1:67-80

Friday, December 24
Psalms 102; 148
Isaiah 60:1-6
Galatians 3:23–4:7
Matthew 1:18-25

Saturday, December 25
Psalms 2; 149
Micah 4:1-5, 5:2-4
1 John 4:7-16
John 3:31-36

Sunday, December 26
Psalms 116; 150
1 Samuel 1:1-2, 7b-28
Colossians 1:9-20
Luke 2:22-40

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings

··········  December 19 – 26  ··········
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Christmas Eve

· · · · · · · · · ·   Friday, December 24, in the Sanctuary  · · · · · · · · · ·

Family Service at 4:00 p.m.
This family service appeals to congregants of all ages and lasts approximately 45 minutes.

Candlelight Service at 8:00 p.m.
This beloved traditional service is preceded by an extended choral prelude featuring harpist Nuiko Wadden 

beginning at 7:40 p.m. and concludes with a ceremony of lights as the congregation sings “Silent Night.”

This bulletin is printed on paper manufactured from recycled content.  If you would like to recycle your bulletin,  
kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch

http://www.janrichardson.com

