Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship this evening, whether you are
present with us physically or are gathering with us in spirit online.
As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless

of your vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside
the building and maintain six feet of distance from others. The transept pews continue to offer
socially distant seating to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated.
If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in. Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.
Concerning Communion – We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from

home and those worshiping in the Sanctuary. Please read the information on page 6 to learn about
your options for partaking in this evening’s celebration of the Sacrament.
Children in Worship – Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available

in the Narthex. A cry room is available in the Parlor.
Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex

at the back of the Sanctuary. Please see an usher for assistance. After worship, please leave your
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.
A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of

the Sanctuary. Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals.
Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church

records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet. If you have a privacy concern,
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.
For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for

cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.

! Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.
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Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.
Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.

CHORAL PRELUDE

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Tune: Picardy, French carol, 17th century
arranged by Doug Claypool

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; ponder nothing earthlyminded, for with blessing in His hand, Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to
demand. At His feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, veil their faces to the
presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry: “Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High!”
Text from Liturgy of St. James, 4th century; paraphrased by Gerard Moultrie, 1864

Brightest and Best

Tune: Star in the East, from Southern Harmony, 1835
arranged by Shawn Kirchner

Hail the bless’d morn, see the great Mediator down from the regions of glory descend! Shepherds,
go worship the Babe in the manger, lo, for His guard the bright angels attend. Brightest and
best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. Star of the East, the
horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are
shining; low lies His head with the beasts of the stall; angels adore Him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Savior of all! Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion, odors of Edom
and off’rings divine? Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest, or
gold from the mine?
Text: Reginald Heber, 1811

Personent Hodie (Let Resound Today)

Traditional Latin carol
arranged by John Rutter

(Translation:) Let resound today the voices of children, joyfully praising Him who is born to us,
given by most high God, and conceived in a virginal womb. He was born into the world, wrapped
in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger in a stable for animals, the Master of the Heavens.
The prince of Hell has lost his spoils. Three Magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the
little One, following a star, to worship Him, and offer him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Let
all the junior clerics and also the boys (and girls) sing like angels: “You have come to the world, I
pour out praises to You. Therefore, glory to God in the highest!”
Text: Piae Cantiones, 1582

The Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir
s

C
 ongregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.
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CALL TO WORSHIP

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith

Pastor: 		Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
People: 	Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
Pastor: 		See, the Lord God comes with might, and His arm rules for Him;
People: 	His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him.
Pastor: 		He will feed His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His arms,
People: 	And carry them in His bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
Based upon Isaiah 40:1, 9b-11
s

HYMN 13

Prepare the Way

Bereden väg för Herran

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (spoken in unison)

God of the future, You are coming in power to bring all nations under Your rule. We
confess that we have not expected Your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring Your
promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and
refuse Your justice and peace. In Your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome
Your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world.
SILENT CONFESSION
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (sung in unison)

Veni Emmanuel (Hymn no. 9)

O come, Desire of na—tions, bind all peoples in one heart— and mind; bid envy, strife,
and dis—cord cease; fill the whole world with heav—en’s peace. Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
Text: Latin, ca. 12th century. Translation: Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916.
Music adapted by Thomas Helmore, 1854.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Pastor: 		
People:		
s

Hear and believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (sung in unison)

Valet will ich dir geben (Hymn no. 11)

A glorious crown You give me, a treasure safe on high, that will not fail nor leave me
as earthly riches fly. Our hearts shall bloom forever for You with praises new, and
from Your name shall never withhold the honor due.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1653. Translation: Catherine Winkworth and others, 1863; alt.
Music: Melchior Teschner, 1614. Harmonization: William Henry Monk, 1861.
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

HEBREW SCRIPTURE

Psalm 80:1-7
Pastor: 		
People:		

page 540 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

SOLO

Balulalow

Peter Warlock
Kathy Linger, soprano

HOMILY

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

Restore Us, O God
s

HYMN OF RESPONSE (sung in unison)

Carol (Hymn no. 38)

Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart; O Christ, abide with us,
and spread Thy table in our heart. There sup with us in love divine; Thy body and
Thy blood, that living bread, that heav’nly wine, be our immortal food.
Text: James Montgomery, 1825; alt. Music: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850.
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
Invitation to the Table
Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 6 for further details.

Music during Communion

The Infant King

Traditional carol
Kathy Linger, soprano

Prayer of Response and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
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HYMN 3

Comfort, Comfort You My People
s

Psalm 42

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Go Where I Send Thee!
Gospel Spiritual, arranged by Paul Caldwell and Sean Ivory
Children, go where I send thee! How shall I send thee? I’m gonna send thee one by one, one by the
little bitty Baby, born, born, born in Bethlehem. Children, go where I send thee! How shall I send
thee? I’m gonna send thee two by two, two by Paul and Silas, one by the little bitty Baby, born,
born, born in Bethlehem. Children, go where I send thee! How shall I send thee? I’m gonna send
thee six by six, six for the days when the world was fixed, five for the bread they did divide, four
for the Gospel writers, three by the Hebrew children, two by Paul and Silas, one by the little bitty
Baby, the Baby Boy, born in Bethlehem. Children, go, go, go where I send thee! How shall I send
thee? I’m gonna send thee twelve by twelve, twelve for the twelve disciples, ’leven of ’em singing
in heaven, ten for the Ten Commandments, nine for the angel choirs divine, eight for eight the
flood couldn’t take, seven for the day God laid down His head, six for the days when the world
was fixed, five for the bread they did divide, four for the Gospel writers, three by the Hebrew
children, two by Paul and Silas, one by the little bitty Baby, the Baby Boy, born in Bethlehem.
The Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir

About Communion
If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary this evening, two options will be offered for Communion.
•

Ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle. Please continue to wear your mask over
your nose and mouth while moving throughout the Sanctuary. At the Chancel steps, you will receive a
piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion servers. Please return to your seat
using the side aisles and wait to partake of the elements until all congregants have returned to their seats
so that we all may commune together.

•

If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.

•

Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely this evening, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing

Communion elements in advance. Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or
matzo also work. Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so. Even
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.
Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this evening, we remain in full
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.
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This Evening from Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We welcome our musicians: Kathy Linger, soprano; and the Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh Girls Choir,

under the direction of Artistic Director Kathryn Barnard and accompanied by pianist Abigail HoliznaEagleson. This evening’s music is made possible by a grant from the William E. Saul Fund of Shadyside
Presbyterian Church.
Communion Servers: Elder Conrad E. Bricker, Deacon Megan M. Narcisi, Elder Sharon A. Taylor, and

Elder J. Alexander Viehman
Ushers: Ellen L. Allston and W. Dennis Bossick

News and Notes
The Neighborhood Academy’s Virtual Lessons and Carols – This Advent season, you can support The

Neighborhood Academy (TNA) by participating in their virtual “Lessons and Carols” program on Thursday,
December 16, at 5:30 p.m. A link will be provided on TNA’s website: www.theneighborhoodacademy.org.
The Giving Tree – The Mission and Urban Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church thanks you for

your generosity with the Giving Tree project in partnership with Sojourner House and the Pennsylvania
Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER). Wrapped gifts should be returned to the church
by noon on Monday, December 20. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.
Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 22 and 29, 2021, and Wednesday, January 5,

2022. Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and online.
Pledges and Year-End Giving – As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have fully

contributed your pledge amount for this current year. For those of you who are in a position to make
additional year-end charitable contributions, please remember the church in your giving. All gifts and
contributions intended for calendar year 2021 need to be received by 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, December 30,
in order to be included in this year. Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2022, please do
so by returning your form to the church, or pledge online by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.
We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.
eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful
stewardship. Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution;
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift. Thank you for

faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.
Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays. Please share the
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.
The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.
The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information

about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
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Christmas Eve
·········· Friday, December 24, in the Sanctuary ··········
Family Service at 4:00 p.m.

This family service appeals to congregants of all ages and lasts approximately 45 minutes.
Candlelight Service at 8:00 p.m.

This beloved traditional service is preceded by an extended choral prelude featuring harpist Nuiko Wadden
beginning at 7:40 p.m. and concludes with a ceremony of lights as the congregation sings “Silent Night.”

Church Staff
Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Lynn M. Portz, Associate Pastor for Parish Life
Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, Associate Pastor for
Discipleship
Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor
Ellen L. Allston, Director of Children’s Ministry
Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry
Peter F. Bodnar, Director of Communications
Jane M. Boyle, Associate for Children’s Music
Steven M. Bright, Hospitality Coordinator
Judy A. Brust, Accountant
Johnnie L. Bryant III, Sexton
Robert A. Coder, Director of Finance

Stephen M. Donnelly, Associate for Children’s Music
Della L. Ellard, Administrative Assistant
Joseph A. Figliulo, Music Administrator
Ruth E. Garrett, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
Mary E. Lang, Director of the Nursery School
Dennis H. Martin, Head Sexton
Jesse B. Naus, Audio/Visual Engineer
Bobby C. Pack Jr., Sexton
Nancy M. Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita
Jamie G. Shipley, Associate for Children’s Ministry
Kaysie L. Strickland, Assistant to the Associate Pastors
Justin M. Wallace, Assistant Organist

Cover Artwork: Detail of Already Shines © Jan L. Richardson. janrichardson.com
Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734299. All rights reserved.

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate
the good news of Jesus Christ. We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith
that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch

