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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship this evening, whether you are  

present with us physically or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless 
of your vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside 
the building and maintain six feet of distance from others.  The transept pews continue to offer 
socially distant seating to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated. 

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Concerning Communion – We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from 
home and those worshiping in the Sanctuary.  Please read the information on page 6 to learn about 
your options for partaking in this evening’s celebration of the Sacrament.

Children in Worship – Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available 
in the Narthex.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.  

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Sonata no. 2 in D Major Giovanni Battista Fontana  (ca. 1571–ca. 1630)

Chatham Baroque

 CALL TO WORSHIP The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Pastor:    The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

People:   Like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.

Pastor:    The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

People:   They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.

Pastor:    Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  Say to those who are 
of a fearful heart,

People:   “Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.”
Based upon Isaiah 35:1-4a

s	 HYMN  4
Creator of the Stars of Night Conditor alme siderum

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (spoken in unison) 
Lord Jesus, as You have come to us, let us now come to You.  Our hearts are cold.  
Warm them with Your selfless love.  Our hearts are sinful.  Cleanse them with Your 
precious blood.  Our hearts are weak.  Strengthen them with Your joyous Spirit.  Our 
hearts are empty.  Fill them with Your divine presence.  Lord Jesus, our hearts are 
Yours.  Possess them always and only for Yourself.

St. Augustine

 SILENT CONFESSION   

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Veni Emmanuel  (Hymn no. 9)
O come, Thou Dayspring, come— and cheer our spirits by Thine ad—vent here; disperse 
the gloomy clouds— of night, and death’s dark shadows put— to flight.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Text: Latin, ca. 12th century.  Translation: John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1854.   
Music adapted by Thomas Helmore, 1854.

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Valet will ich dir geben  (Hymn no. 11)
Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, who sit in deepest gloom, who mourn o’er joys departed 
and tremble at your doom.  Despair not, He is near you, yea, standing at the door, 
who best can help and cheer you and bids you weep no more.
 Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1653.  Translation: Catherine Winkworth and others, 1863; alt.   

Music: Melchior Teschner, 1614.  Harmonization: William Henry Monk, 1861.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 147:1-11 page 582 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SOLO  
What Is This Lovely Fragrance? French Carol

Gail E. Roup, soprano

 HOMILY The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Creator of the Stars of Night

s HYMN OF RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Carol  (Hymn no. 38)
Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart; O Christ, abide with us, 
and spread Thy table in our heart.  There sup with us in love divine; Thy body and 
Thy blood, that living bread, that heav’nly wine, be our immortal food.
 Text: James Montgomery, 1825; alt.  Music: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850.

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
InvItatIon to the table 
eucharIstIc Prayer

Words of InstItutIon
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communIon of the PeoPle

At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to 
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available 
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 6 for further details.

musIc durIng communIon

I Wonder as I Wander John Jacob Niles
Gail E. Roup, soprano

Prayer of resPonse and the lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

s	 HYMN  8
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Truro

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Sonata in D minor for Violin and Basso Continuo  (1707) Elizabeth Claude Jacquet de la Guerre
 [Adagio] and Presto (1665–1729)

Chatham Baroque

This Evening from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

We welcome our musicians: Gail E. Roup, soprano; and Chatham Baroque: Paul Miller, violin; Patricia 
Halverson, viola da gamba; and Scott Pauley, theorbo.  This evening’s music is made possible by a grant 
from the William E. Saul Fund of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Communion Servers: Deacon John H. Harrison, Deacon Robin S. Minich, Deacon Richard H. Potter, and 
Deacon Melissa A. Rychener

Ushers: W. Dennis Bossick and Carey T. Vinson
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About Communion

If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary this evening, two options will be offered for Communion.

• Ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle.  Please continue to wear your mask over 
your nose and mouth while moving throughout the Sanctuary.  At the Chancel steps, you will receive a 
piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion servers.  Please return to your seat 
using the side aisles and wait to partake of the elements until all congregants have returned to their seats 
so that we all may commune together.

• If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from 
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  

• Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely this evening, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or 
matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so.  Even 
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.

Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this evening, we remain in full 
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.

Vespers in Advent

··········  Wednesday, December 15, at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

During the liturgical season of Advent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us on Wednesdays 
for an evening of music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  This 45-minute candlelight Communion 
service includes a homily from the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley; the celebration of the Lord’s Supper;  

and music offered by the Pittsburgh Girls Choir and soprano Kathy Linger.

Christmas with the Camerata

··········  Sunday, December 12, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Pittsburgh’s premier professional chamber choir, 
under the direction of Mark A. Anderson, presents 

a concert of choral music for the season. Tickets: 
www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

A Ceremony of Carols

··········  Saturday, December 11, at 2:00 p.m.  ··········

The Pittsburgh Girls Choir’s holiday concert with 
harpist Nuiko Wadden features Benjamin Britten’s 

beloved A Ceremony of Carols.  
Tickets: www.pittsburghgirlschoir.com.
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Celebration of Hope at Hosanna House – This month, volunteers are needed for the Celebration of Hope 
at Hosanna House.  During this outdoor event, approximately 350 families will pass by the facility and 
receive toys for children, warm weather gear, and food.  Helpers are needed on Friday, December 10, from 
1:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Volunteers also are sought to help on the day before to decorate several live trees (time 
to be determined).  Please contact Elder Carla Gedman through the church office if you can participate.

The Giving Tree supports several of our mission partners.  During the Time of Fellowship on Sunday, 
December 12, two trees in the Parish Hall will be decorated with special ornaments listing gift recipients’ 
names and details, including clothing/shoe size and color preference.  Coordinators will be present to 
register your name along with the name of the recipient.  Wrapped gifts should be returned to the church 
by noon on Monday, December 20; please affix to the package a gift tag indicating the name or initials of 
the recipient, along with the recipient’s identification number.  A virtual selection process also is available; 
please visit www.shadysidepres.org/giving-tree for details.  If you have questions, please contact Kaysie 
Strickland in the church office.

The Neighborhood Academy’s Virtual Lessons and Carols – This Advent season, you can support The 
Neighborhood Academy (TNA) by participating in their virtual “Lessons and Carols” program on Thursday, 
December 16, at 5:30 p.m.  A link will be provided on TNA’s website: www.theneighborhoodacademy.org.

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 22 and 29, 2021, and Wednesday, January 5, 
2022.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and online.

Pledges and Year-End Giving – As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have fully 
contributed your pledge amount for this current year.  For those of you who are in a position to make 
additional year-end charitable contributions, please remember the church in your giving.  All gifts and 
contributions intended for calendar year 2021 need to be received by 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, December 30,  
in order to be included in this year.  Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2022, please do 
so by returning your form to the church, or pledge online by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.   
We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

News and Notes

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse


A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch
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Christmas Eve

· · · · · · · · · ·   Friday, December 24, in the Sanctuary  · · · · · · · · · ·

Family Service at 4:00 p.m.
This family service appeals to congregants of all ages and lasts approximately 45 minutes.

Candlelight Service at 8:00 p.m.
This beloved traditional service is preceded by an extended choral prelude featuring harpist Nuiko Wadden 

beginning at 7:40 p.m. and concludes with a ceremony of lights as the congregation sings “Silent Night.”

http://www.janrichardson.com

