
2 Shadyside Presbyterian Church

!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless 
of your vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside 
the building and maintain six feet of distance from others.  The transept pews continue to offer 
socially distant seating to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated. 

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Concerning Communion – We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from 
home and those worshiping in the Sanctuary.  Please read the information on page 6 to learn about 
your options for partaking in this evening’s celebration of the Sacrament.

Children in Worship – Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available 
in the Narthex.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.  

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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 PRELUDE  
Suite of Carols André Marques

Elisa Kohanski, cello

 CALL TO WORSHIP The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Pastor:    A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots.

People:   The spirit of the Lord shall rest on Him,

Pastor:    The spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

People:   His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

Pastor:    He shall not judge by what His eyes see, or decide by what His ears hear;

People:   But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth;

Pastor:    Righteousness shall be the belt around His waist, and faithfulness the belt around 
His loins.

People:   Amen.  Let us worship the Lord.
Based upon Isaiah 11:1-4a, 5

s	 HYMN  14
Savior of the Nations, Come Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (spoken in unison) 
O promised Christ, we are a world at war; our peace depends upon Your coming.  We 
are a sinful people; our pardon depends upon Your presence.  We are full of good 
intentions but weak at keeping promises; our only hope is Your grace and mercy.  
Lord Christ, Word made flesh, our world waits for Your peace, for Your pardon, and 
for Your grace.  Come, Lord Jesus.

 SILENT CONFESSION   

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Veni Emmanuel  (Hymn no. 9)
O come, Thou Root of Je—sse, free Thine own from Satan’s tyr—anny; from depths 
of hell Thy peo—ple save and give them victory o’er— the grave.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Text: Latin, ca. 12th century.  Translation: John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1854.   
Music adapted by Thomas Helmore, 1854.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Valet will ich dir geben  (Hymn no. 11)
You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill, to bring an end to sadness 
and bid our fears be still.  In patient expectation we live for that great day when a 
renewed creation Your glory shall display.
 Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1653.  Translation: Catherine Winkworth and others, 1863; alt.   

Music: Melchior Teschner, 1614.  Harmonization: William Henry Monk, 1861.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 17 page 496 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SOLO  
A Scottish Carol Traditional

Jennifer Saunders-LaRocco, soprano

 HOMILY The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Refuge in the Shadow of God’s Wings

s HYMN OF RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Carol  (Hymn no. 38)
Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart; O Christ, abide with us, 
and spread Thy table in our heart.  There sup with us in love divine; Thy body and 
Thy blood, that living bread, that heav’nly wine, be our immortal food.
 Text: James Montgomery, 1825; alt.  Music: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850.
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 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
InvItatIon to the table 
eucharIstIc Prayer

Words of InstItutIon

communIon of the PeoPle

At the direction of the usher, you are invited to come forward to receive the elements. If you prefer to 
remain seated, you are invited to commune in your pew using the pre-packaged elements available 
in the Narthex or elements you have brought from home. Please see page 6 for further details.

musIc durIng communIon

Love Came Down at Christmas Eric Thiman
Jennifer Saunders-LaRocco, soprano

Prayer of resPonse and the lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

s	 HYMN  542
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night Tallis’ Canon

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Courante from First Cello Suite Johann Sebastian Bach

Elisa Kohanski, cello

This Evening from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

We welcome our musicians: Jennifer Saunders-LaRocco, soprano; and Elisa Kohanski, cello.  This evening’s 
music is made possible by a grant from the William E. Saul Fund of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Communion Servers: Deacon John H. Harrison, Elder Gary W. Lotz, Deacon Richard H. Potter, and  
Deacon Melissa A. Rychener

Ushers: Ellen L. Allston and W. Dennis Bossick
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About Communion

If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary this evening, two options will be offered for Communion.

• Ushers will invite you to come forward by way of the center aisle.  Please continue to wear your mask over 
your nose and mouth while moving throughout the Sanctuary.  At the Chancel steps, you will receive a 
piece of bread from the pastor and a cup from one of the Communion servers.  Please return to your seat 
using the side aisles and wait to partake of the elements until all congregants have returned to their seats 
so that we all may commune together.

• If you prefer to remain in your pew to commune, you may do so using elements you have brought from 
home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  

• Gluten-free, vegan Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

If you are joining us remotely this evening, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, or 
matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do so.  Even 
as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness.

Regardless of the way each of us will choose to receive the bread and cup this evening, we remain in full 
communion with one another and with all the saints through our one Lord, Jesus Christ.

A Service of Lessons and Carols

··········  Sunday, December 5, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Based on the service begun at King’s College, Cambridge, in 1918, the Service of Lessons and Carols tells the story 
of the fall of humanity, the promise of a Messiah, and the birth of Jesus through a series of Scripture readings, 
carols, hymns, and choral anthems.  Please join with the pastors and the Chancel Choir as together we celebrate 

in word and in song the joys of the Christmas season.

Christmas with the Camerata

··········  Sunday, December 12, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Pittsburgh’s premier professional chamber choir, 
under the direction of Mark A. Anderson, presents 

a concert of choral music for the season. Tickets: 
www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

A Ceremony of Carols

··········  Saturday, December 11, at 2:00 p.m.  ··········

The Pittsburgh Girls Choir’s holiday concert with 
harpist Nuiko Wadden features Benjamin Britten’s 

beloved A Ceremony of Carols.  
Tickets: www.pittsburghgirlschoir.com.
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Vespers in Advent

··········  Wednesdays, December 8 and 15, at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

During the liturgical season of Advent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us on Wednesdays 
for an evening of music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  These 45-minute candlelight Communion 

services include homilies from the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley; the celebration of the Lord’s Supper; and 
music offered by the Shadyside Strings, Chatham Baroque, and the Pittsburgh Girls Choir.

Christmas Poinsettias – As part of our Christmas celebration at Shadyside, the Board of Deacons is providing 
the opportunity for the placement of poinsettias in the Sanctuary during the worship services on Christmas 
Eve.  We also invite you to support the church’s flower fund and place loved ones’ names in the bulletin.  The 
cost per plant is $9.  Visit www.shadysidepres.org/poinsettia before Sunday, December 5, for details and 
access to the online ordering form.  Please know you also may place your order or submit your loved ones’ 
names by contacting Kaysie Strickland in the church office.  You are welcome to order a poinsettia to take 
home or to be delivered to those who would be blessed to receive one during this holiday season.

The Giving Tree will support several of our mission partners.  During the Time of Fellowship on Sundays, 
December 5 and 12, two trees in the Parish Hall will be decorated with special ornaments listing gift 
recipients’ names and details, including clothing/shoe size and color preference.  Coordinators will be 
present to register your name along with the name of the recipient.  Wrapped gifts should be returned to 
the church by noon on Monday, December 20; please affix to the package a gift tag indicating the name or 
initials of the recipient, along with the recipient’s identification number.  A virtual selection process also 
will be available; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/giving-tree for details.  If you have questions, please 
contact Kaysie Strickland in the church office.

An Advent Walk with Isaiah – Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Children’s Ministry invites you to participate 
in our first-ever Advent Walk, beginning at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 5.  Following the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, this outdoor event will feature five interactive stations where groups pause to read Scripture, 
ponder specific questions, and join together in an activity.  We will journey through the Advent story and, at 
the conclusion of the walk, groups will be given a kit to continue Advent devotions at home.  Participants are 
welcome to stay and enjoy hot apple cider, hot cocoa, and fellowship around a fire pit before heading home.

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 22 and 29, 2021, and Wednesday, January 5, 
2022.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and online.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

Visit the Shadyside Presbyterian Church website www.shadysidepres.org for even more information. 

News and Notes

https://www.shadysidepres.org/poinsettia
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse


A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch
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Sundays in Advent

· · · · · · · · · ·   Christian Education for All Ages at 9:45 a.m., followed by Worship at 11:00 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.”  During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world 
and watch with expectant hope for His coming again.  In its historical origins, the season of Advent was patterned 
after the season of Lent, a six-week period of penitence and preparation for Easter.  Similarly, the four weeks of 
Advent present an opportunity for communal discernment and personal examination, as the Church prepares 

to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for Christ’s return.  

http://www.janrichardson.com

