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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Rejoice!
Sundays in Advent at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Online

On Sunday mornings in Advent, our pastors lead us in worship as 
we rejoice in the One who is coming into the world: the Messiah, 
the Son of God.  The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching.  
• First Sunday of Advent, November 28
 The Lord Is Our Righteousness   

(Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13)

• Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, with Communion
 Rescued from the Hands of Our Enemies   

(Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:69-79 and 3:1-6)

• Third Sunday of Advent, December 12
 Rejoicing over You with Singing   

(Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7)

• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19
 Restore Us, O God   

(Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7; Luke 1:39-55)

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Christmas Eve Services on Friday, December 24
Family Service at 4:00 p.m. 
This family service appeals to congregants of all ages and lasts 
approximately 45 minutes.

Traditional Candlelight Service at 8:00 p.m.,  
with Prelude at 7:40 p.m.
This beloved traditional service is preceded by a prelude for choir 
and harp, and concludes with a ceremony of lights.

Above right: Detail of Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Nativity art glass window, manufactured by Tiffany Glass Company in 1890  
and based on the 1522 painting “The Holy Night,” by Correggio. Photograph taken by Mary Jane Bent.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Advent Vespers
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.: 
December 1, 8, and 15

These candlelight services 
in the Sanctuary and online 
include the Lord’s Supper; 
reflections from the Reverend 
Austin Crenshaw Shelley; and 
music offered by the Shadyside 
Strings, Chatham Baroque, and 
the Pittsburgh Girls Choir.

A Sanctified Art LLC  |  sanctifiedart.org

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Advent Art Study
Sundays through Dec. 19, 
9:45–10:45 a.m. in the  
Hulme Room and via Zoom

https://www.shadysidepres.org


2

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Amidst Fears, Faith Awaits Healing, Wholeness, and Hope
Here at the beginning of the holy season of Advent, we wait. This is 
no “twiddling our thumbs” kind of waiting; it is a time full of preparing 
the way of the Lord. We are waiting for a baby to be born, after 
all, and there is much to do to get ready. This is the kind of waiting 
that reminds us we are not in charge. The timing of it is as beyond 
our control as the wild and untamable line between life and death.  

We wait now for angels to stun shepherds with good news and 
for magi to follow a star. We know the story, and its familiarity 
brings comfort and warm memories of Christmases past. But these 
memories can also dull the edges of a tale laced with danger: a 
teenaged mother delivering a baby without the help of other women 
or a proper place to lay her head; a paranoid king determined to kill the Child he believes will usurp his 
power; a young refugee family on the move, warned in a dream not to return to their hometown. “Do 
not be afraid,” the angels proclaim. Perhaps they have to keep saying so because, in this cherished 
story, there is much to fear. 

We are no strangers to fear ourselves, still entrenched in a pandemic that will not go away, no 
matter how much we wish it would. Our inability to control the most fragile and vulnerable human 
experiences unsettles those of us accustomed to the illusion that we can somehow control what 
happens to us simply by making good choices. We dutifully wear a mask, socially distance, get the 
vaccine as soon as we are eligible—and plenty of us still get COVID-19. Or the flu. Or pneumonia. Or 
cancer. There are tests and scans and diagnoses—Herods that would kill us if given the chance. And it 
is not just the diseases that threaten us. Relationships are brought to ruin over chasms of divisiveness 
that seem only to deepen with each passing day and with each new hot button issue. We carry guilt 
and shame for things long past; we nurture anxiety for the future. Amidst it all, deep within ourselves, 
we long for healing, wholeness, and hope. 

Which is why the angel’s next utterance is even more significant than the first: “Do not be afraid; 
for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” Into our fear, a baby is born. We rejoice with angels and 
shepherds—for the One who is our healing, our wholeness, and our hope is coming into this world—
into this world that is filled with plenty good reasons to be afraid. 

It is a shame that we do not know more about Jesus’ childhood—about the time unrecorded between 
His danger-laden entrance into the world God so loved and His appearance in the temple around age 
twelve. From that scene of a frantic Mary and Joseph finding young Jesus in His Father’s house, we 
skip another large swath of time until the beginning of His ministry—until His baptism in the Jordan 
and His calling of the disciples. The Bible passes right over years and years of mundane, faithful 
activity, months on end of waiting as Jesus grows in wisdom and stature. 

Perhaps for the sake of the plot, the faithful waiting was omitted. But we do well to remember that 
even the Savior of the world did not hurry time.

Grace and peace,
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

CARE & SUPPORT

Prayers for Rev. Lynn Portz and Family
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz recently shared with the congregation 
that she has been diagnosed with breast cancer and has begun an 
extended time of treatment. During her medical leave, she will not 
be leading worship or tending to other pastoral responsibilities, but 
she intends to continue to worship with us virtually each week. In the 
months ahead, we will coordinate care for the Portz family through 
the Care Team and the church office. We commend our pastor and 
capable, compassionate, caring colleague to God’s care, and we 
invite your fervent prayers for Lynn, Doug, and their family in hope 
that our Great Physician will restore her to our community in due time. 
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An Advent Walk with Isaiah
Sunday, December 5, at 5:30 p.m.

The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to participate in our first-ever 
Advent Walk, beginning at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 5. Following the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, this outdoor event will feature five interactive stations where groups pause to read Scripture, 
ponder specific questions, and join together in an activity. We will journey through the Advent story 
and, at the conclusion of the walk, groups will be given a kit to continue Advent devotions at home. 
Participants are welcome to stay and enjoy hot apple cider, hot cocoa, and fellowship around a fire 
pit before heading home.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

CARE & SUPPORT

Christmas Poinsettias
As part of our Christmas celebration at Shadyside, the Board of 
Deacons is providing the opportunity for the placement of poinsettias 
in the Sanctuary during the worship services on Christmas Eve. 
We also invite you to support the church’s flower fund and place 
loved ones’ names in the bulletin. The cost per plant is $9. Visit 
www.shadysidepres.org/poinsettia before Sunday, December 5,  
for details and access to the online ordering form. Please know you 
also may place your order or submit your loved ones’ names by 
contacting Kaysie Strickland in the church office. You are welcome 
to order a poinsettia to take home or to be delivered to those who 
would be blessed to receive one during this holiday season. Thank 
you for bringing joy to others in this way and for helping to beautify 
the Sanctuary during the Advent and Christmas seasons! 

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

The Giving Tree: Mission Project 
Sundays, December 5 and 12, in the Parish Hall and Online

During the early weeks of Advent, 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s 
Mission and Urban Ministry 
will again sponsor the Giving 
Tree, which will support the 
parents of several of our mission 
partners: Sojourner House; 
Sojourner House’s Mentoring, 
Opportunity, Motivation, and 
Spirituality (MOMS) program; and the Pennsylvania Organization 
for Women in Early Recovery (POWER). During the Time of 
Fellowship on Sundays, December 5 and 12, two trees in the 
Parish Hall will be decorated with special ornaments listing gift 
recipients’ names and details, including clothing/shoe size and 
color preference. Coordinators will be present to register your 
name along with the name of the recipient. Wrapped gifts should 
be returned to the church by noon on Monday, December 20; 
please affix to the package a gift tag indicating the name or initials 
of the recipient, along with the recipient’s identification number. 
A virtual selection process also will be available; please visit  
www.shadysidepres.org/giving-tree for details. If you have 
questions, please contact Kaysie Strickland in the church office. 

Your gifts, along with your thoughts and prayers for the families 
of Sojourner House, Sojourner House MOMS, and POWER, 
are appreciated and will be a sign to them of Christ’s love this 
Christmas season.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 5, at 
3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Based on the service begun at 
King’s College, Cambridge, in 
1918, the Service of Lessons and 
Carols tells the story of the fall 
of humanity, the promise of a 
Messiah, and the birth of Jesus 
through a series of Scripture 
readings, carols, hymns, and 
choral anthems sung by the 
Chancel Choir. Please join us 
as together we celebrate in 
word and in song the joys of the 
Christmas season.

More Music for the Season

Saturday, Dec. 11, at 2:00 p.m.
Ceremony of Carols:  

Britten & Beyond
Pittsburgh Girls Choir with 

harpist Nuiko Wadden 
(Tickets required.)

Sunday, Dec. 12, at 3:00 p.m.
Christmas with the Camerata

Also available virtually Dec. 19 
through Jan. 2. (Tickets required.)
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Installation of Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley
On Sunday, November 14, Shadyside Presbyterian Church celebrated the installation of the Reverend 
Austin Crenshaw Shelley as its twelfth senior pastor. Members, friends, and distinguished guests 
gathered to observe this auspicious occasion during worship, followed by a special reception under a 
tent on the McClintock Lawn. We thank God that Rev. Shelley has been brought to Shadyside so that 
we may serve God and our neighbors together, and we look forward to the ways we will grow in faith 
and love together as we engage in ministry alongside each other.

Pledges and Year-End Giving
As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have fully contributed your pledge 
amount for this current year. For those of you who are in a position to make additional year-end 
charitable contributions, please remember the church in your giving. All gifts and contributions 
intended for calendar year 2021 need to be received by 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 30, in order 
to be included in this year. Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2022, please do so by 
returning your form to the church, or pledge online by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge. We 
greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.

STEWARDSHIP

Above: The laying on of the hands during the service of installation for Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley on Sunday, November 14.  
Below left: Our pastors, Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith, Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, and Rev. Lynn Portz. Below right: The liturgists 
who led worship on November 14, along with some family members, in the Chancel. Photographs taken by Stephen Donnelly. To view 
more photographs from the event, please visit the album on the church’s Facebook page; no account is necessary to access the album.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Virtual Recital
Sunday, January 16, 2022,  
at 3:00 p.m. (Online Only)

Join tenor Marco Panuccio and 
pianist Ellen Fast for a program 
of English composers featuring 
works by Vaughan Williams, 
Britten, Finzi, and more.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

New Study for “Women at the Well” in January
Are you thirsting to learn more about the Bible, more about faith? 
The “Women at the Well” Bible study meets on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month from 10:30 a.m. until noon via 
Zoom videoconferencing. Join us on Thursday, January 13, when 
we begin our new study led by Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ: 
Investigating the Evidence for Jesus. For more information, please 
contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office.
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Register Now for the 2022–2023 SPCNS School Year
Established by several members of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
(SPCNS) has been providing children with a blessed beginning 
since 1951! At SPCNS, our child-centered, caring environment 
allows children to learn language, literacy, math, and science, and 
to explore God’s world, through play.

Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for the 2022–2023 school 
year. Classes are offered on weekday mornings for two-, three-, 
four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds. Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church members, returning students, and alumni families 
receive enrollment preference. Please visit the school’s website 
shadysideschool.org or call Director Mary Lang at 412-681-6311.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Above: Photograph taken by Melody 
Farrin. Artwork design by Lisa Platt.

Welcoming Jamie Gabler Shipley to Children’s Ministry Staff
In October, Jamie Gabler Shipley joined the church staff as 
Associate for Children’s Ministry, much to our delight. 

To say Jamie has significant experience with the children and 
ministries of our church would be an understatement. For those 
who may not know, Jamie served as Director of Children’s Ministry 
at Shadyside Presbyterian Church for eight years early in her career 
(thirty-nine years ago). More recently, many of our young families 
know Jamie as a helper in our nursery and as a Christian education 
class leader working with our elementary-aged children. 

A Pittsburgh native, Jamie earned undergraduate degrees in 
elementary education and early childhood education from the 
University of Pittsburgh. She began working as an educator in 
Presbyterian churches during college and has served ten different congregations in the eastern  
United States. Mixed in and among those calls were international ones to Zimbabwe, Jamaica, 
Honduras, and Guatemala, as well as two in the United States to Appalachia and Olympic National 
Park. She has directed conferences at Montreat, taught classes at Ghost Ranch, and keynoted at 
youth conferences at Mo-Ranch and Westminster Woods. Reflecting on her varied ministry, Jamie 
describes it as “fun and full,” but, when called back home to care for an ill family member, she also 
felt drawn back to Shadyside Presbyterian Church. She is so pleased to be working in educational 
ministries again as an assistant to Ellen Allston, our current Director of Children’s Ministry.  

We are blessed and thrilled that Jamie is already a member of our church family, and we invite you to 
join us in heartily welcoming her back to the church staff as our colleague in ministry. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Above: Jamie Gabler Shipley

Youth Stay Active Throughout Autumn Season
This fall, the youth of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church have con-
tinued to enjoy opportunities for 
learning, service, and fellowship 
together on Sunday afternoons. 
One recent excursion (pictured, 
right) found the youth hiking 
in Raccoon Creek State Park. 
Afterward, the group had dinner 
at the Balaans’ house, where 
they ate pizzas they prepared  
in the Balaans’ outdoor hearth.

YOUTH MINISTRY



6

Mission Opportunities for Advent
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Urban Ministry invites you to support our partners 
during the season of Advent with your prayers, time, generosity, and demonstrated care.

Pennsylvania Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER) strives to build a strong 
foundation to sustain women in recovery from addiction. Throughout our region, the trauma of 
opioid and alcohol addiction devastates women and their families. In 1991, POWER opened the first 
half-way house specifically for women in recovery in Allegheny County. This twenty-five-bed facility 
continues to operate while the organization has expanded its support to community-based services.  
This Advent season, please consider sharing the love of Christ with the parents of POWER by 
participating in the annual Shadyside Presbyterian Church Giving Tree. (Please see page 3.)

Sojourner House provides compassionate, faith-based recovery services to women and their families 
so they can break the cycle of substance abuse, empowering them to build a family with stability 
and love. It is the only addiction recovery program in Allegheny County that keeps families intact by 
enabling children to remain with their mothers. This holiday season, we can share our love with the 
women walking this journey through our Giving Tree. Sign up today to give a gift like a new pair of 
pajamas and slippers to a woman in recovery. (Please see page 3.)

Located in Wilkinsburg, Hosanna House is a multi-purpose community center serving over 35,000 
people each year. Being a force for positive change, Hosanna House perseveres through prayer and 
hard work to provide families and individuals with hope and quality health and human services. This 
month, volunteers are needed for the Celebration of Hope at Hosanna House. During this outdoor 
event, approximately 350 families will pass by the facility and receive toys for children, warm weather 
gear, and food. Helpers are needed on Friday, December 10, from 1:00 to 7:00 p.m. Volunteers also 
are sought to help on the day before to decorate several live trees (time to be determined). Please 
contact Elder Carla Gedman through the church office if you can participate.

The Neighborhood Academy (TNA) is the only private, college-preparatory school in Pittsburgh that 
intentionally serves low-income, inner-city youth. TNA graduates have a 100% college acceptance 
rate, and alumni boast a 70% five-year graduation rate, compared to a 16% national average for 
low-income students. This Advent season, you can support TNA by participating in their virtual 
“Lessons and Carols” program on Thursday, December 16, at 5:30 p.m. A link will be provided on 
TNA’s website: www.theneighborhoodacademy.org.

Foundation of Hope empowers incarcerated and released individuals to restore their relationship with 
God, rebuild their faith and lives, and reconcile to their communities. Its interfaith chaplaincy and pre-
release and post-release programs support adults and young people moving through the Allegheny 
County justice system. It also provides alternatives to prosecution for youth: “offering better choices 
and a second chance to succeed.” Please pray for those served by Foundation of Hope; many of the 
church’s usual activities with this partner have been suspended due to COVID-19 precautions.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Our Neighb rs
Befriending • Knowing • Uniting with

On MLK Jr. Day, Prepare and Serve Dinner for EECM
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Urban Ministry invites you to an all-church service day 
in partnership with East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM) on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. We will 
gather at the church at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, January 17, to prepare the evening meal for the EECM 
shelter. That evening, at 5:30 p.m., we will meet at the EECM Community House (6140 Station Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206) in East Liberty to serve dinner to shelter guests. To participate, please sign up 
online or contact the church office. For further information, please contact Deacon Adam Loucks or 
the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith through the church office.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY
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Partner Spotlight: Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Urban Ministry partners with Veterans Place of 
Washington Boulevard in support of its mission to:

• end the cycle of veteran homelessness, and

• honor the dignity and humanity of at-risk veterans.

Allegheny County has the largest veteran population in 
Pennsylvania, which has the fourth largest veteran population 
in the nation. Veterans Place draws from the 150,000 veterans in 
the Pittsburgh metropolitan area to provide transitional housing, 
address health issues, and provide employment training. Veterans 
Place is dedicated to serving post-9/11 veterans to support and 
assist in obtaining competitive employment.

Veterans Place operates the largest transitional housing program for veterans in the region. 
Participants receive financial training, recovery support, and case management. The Veterans 
Resource Center is one of only fifteen of its kind in the country and the only drop-in service center 
for veterans in the Western Pennsylvania region. The Veterans Resource Center serves veterans 
facing homelessness or at risk of homelessness, providing them with essential resources such 
as transportation, food, clothing, laundry facilities, shower facilities, financial assistance, and 
individualized case management. Veterans Place offers a program specific to female veterans. 
Through the Female Veteran Program, veterans are assisted with navigating their unique and 
challenging barriers. Veterans Place offers financial assistance to female veterans in need facing 
homelessness due to domestic violence, mental/physical health barriers, or financial strain.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Two great successes in 2020 during COVID:
•	 80%	of	veterans	served	through	the	Transitional	Housing	Program	moved	into	

permanent housing and had a sustainable income at the time of discharge from  
the program.

•	 96%	of	participants	achieved	sustainable	employment	through	Veterans	Place	
Employment Services.

Veterans Place is collaborating with the City of Pittsburgh to expand and improve its campus, 
developing adjacent lands for the enhancement of its programming. Currently, Veterans Place is 
seeking a Director of Development.

If Veterans Place fits your philanthropic priorities, please reach out to Elder Laura Duncan, Chair of 
Mission and Urban Ministry, through the church office.

During the month of November, Shadyside Presbyterian Church accepted contributions to our annual coat 
collection for Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard. To those who participated, thank you for sharing 
warmth with our neighbors.

Bedding and Pillow Collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh
On Sunday, January 30, Shadyside Presbyterian Church will hold its annual bedding and pillow 
collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh, one of our local mission partners. Since 2004, this Christian 
volunteer ministry has provided basic used furniture to disadvantaged families who lack these items.

Most-needed items include gender-neutral bedding and complete bedding sets for mattress sizes 
twin/single, full/double, and queen. All pillows must be new by state law. Towels, washcloths, 
and blankets of all sizes (especially queen) also are welcome. Please label all donations with the 
appropriate size and bring them to the Off the Floor Pittsburgh truck, which will be located outside 
the Parish Hall before and after worship on January 30. Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

In addition, volunteers are always needed for deliveries and for warehouse cleaning and arranging. 
Consider joining a group working in Off the Floor’s warehouse any day in January. For information, 
please contact Elder Laura Duncan through the church office.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current for the 
latest worship precaution updates. Online worship will continue.

Please see page 1 for worship information about Sundays in Advent.

Sunday, December 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Sunday, January 2, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Baptism of the Lord Sunday, January 9, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, January 16, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Sunday, January 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, January 30, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Please see page 1 for Advent Vespers in the Sanctuary.  

Note: No vespers will occur on December 22 and 29, and January 5.

Wednesdays, January 12, 19, and 26, at 7:00 p.m.  
with Communion 

These candlelit services offer a midweek worship experience 
in our beautiful Sanctuary. Conclude your day with meditative 

music and prayer. If you are unable to join us in person, you may 
view our live worship webcast at www.shadysidepres.org/live. 
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COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, January 4 
February issue

Tuesday, February 1 
March issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Live Worship Webcast

Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

View our worship livestream at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live.  
If you are not able to gather 
on-site with us, we hope you 
will gather with us in spirit.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

