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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless 
of your vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside 
the building and maintain six feet of distance from others.  The transept pews continue to offer 
socially distant seating to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated. 

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nazareth Room 
downstairs.  Pagers are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to 
report directly to the Nazareth Room (downstairs).  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend 
worship and may exit with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian 
education.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning 
to the Sanctuary.)  After worship, families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the 
month, all children are invited to remain in worship through the entire service for Communion.  
Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.  
Alternatively, contributions may be mailed to the attention of the finance office at the church’s postal 
address.  Online giving also remains an option; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give for details.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
https://www.shadysidepres.org/give
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 PRELUDE  
Three settings of “Savior of the Nations, Come” Paul Manz
 Johann Sebastian Bach

 LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE OF ADVENT and CALL TO WORSHIP  
Elder Anna H. Kim, Ethan T. R. Kim, Elder Sharon A. Taylor

Leader:    Watch and wait for Christ’s coming, remembering the faithful promises of God. 
We light the first candle in hope.  With the psalmist we implore:

People:   Make me to know Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths.  Lead me in 
Your truth, and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I 
wait all day long.

Leader:    May this light be a sign to us and to the world that the God of our salvation is near 
to us.

People:   God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come.
Incorporating Psalm 25:4-5

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  17
“Sleepers, Wake!”  A Voice Astounds Us Wachet auf

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley

 ORISON 
Our God Shall Come Richard Shephard

Our God shall come and shall not keep silence.  There shall go before Him a consuming fire, and 
a mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about Him.  He shall call the heavens from above and 
the earth, that He may judge His people.  And the heavens shall declare His righteousness; for 
God alone is Judge. Text based upon Psalm 50:3-4, 6

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor
Attune our hearts to the chorus of stars and wonders, O God, that in this season of 
expectation, we may cease our occupation with selfish desires.  Turn our sloth into 
watchful attention that we may not miss the coming of Jesus Christ into the world 
You so love. 

s   Congregants are invited to stand or to assume another reverent posture in praise of God.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, God’s peace.
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 SILENT CONFESSION   

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) St. Louis  (Hymn no. 44)
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be 
born in us today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come 
to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
 Text:  Phillips Brooks, 1868.  Music: Lewis Henry Redner, 1868.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Antioch  (Hymn no. 40)
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make 
His blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as 
the curse is found.
 Text:  Isaac Watts, 1719; alt.  Music attributed to George Frideric Handel, 1742;  

arranged by Lowell Mason, 1836.

Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the  
Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel  

before returning to the Sanctuary.)

 WELCOME  

 MINUTE FOR MISSION  Deacon Lisa Iadicicco
Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 page 738 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 ANTHEM  
Advent Message Martin How

Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen, come, Lord Jesus.  O come quickly.  The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness:  Prepare ye the way of the Lord!  Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
 Text based upon Revelation 22:20 and Isaiah 40:3
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 GOSPEL 
Luke 21:25-33 page 85 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
The Lord Is Our Righteousness

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  4
Creator of the Stars of Night Conditor alme siderum

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe in God,
creator and lover of the earth,
origin and destiny of us all.

We believe in Jesus the Christ—
God coming to us
in the fragile promise
of a baby yet unborn—
who emerges as the herald of hope,
God’s laughter in the face of despair.
Plunged into death and hell,
He broke free the captives,
and is leading the way
to the land of promise
where justice and peace will flourish.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who implants the seed of truth,
brings us to birth
as the body of Christ,
and empowers us
to confront and transform
all that is corrupt, degrading, and deceitful.

  (The Affirmation of Faith continues on page 6.)
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We believe in the coming reign of God.
Announced by the Baptist,
it has drawn near to us in Jesus,
and will be consummated
in the glorious marriage of earth and heaven,
when all who have passed through
the world’s deep sorrow
will be raised from the waters,
robed in righteousness,
and gathered into the joyous fulfillment
of God’s desire.

For the coming of that day on this day,
we work and pray:
Come, Lord Jesus, come!

Written by Nathan Nettleton, LaughingBird Liturgical Resources  
© 2001 Nathan Nettleton, LaughingBird.net

 PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM 
Arise, the Kingdom Is at Hand Philip M. Young

Trio: Gail E. Roup, soprano; Mark A. Boyle, tenor; and Brian C. Doherty, baritone
Arise, the kingdom is at hand, the King is drawing nigh; arise with joy, O faithful band, to meet 
the Lord most high!  The King is very near; look up, you drooping hearts, today; O cast your griefs 
and fears away, for, lo, your help is here!  Look up, you souls weighed down with care, salvation is 
not far; look up, faint hearts, from your despair, behold the Morning Star.  The Lord is with us 
now, who shall the sinking spirit feed with strength and comfort at its need, to Whom e’en death 
shall bow.  Arise, the kingdom is at hand, foretold in ages past; arise with joy, O faithful band, 
the King has come at last.  For this to God alone we raise on high a gladsome voice, and evermore 
with thanks rejoice before God’s glorious throne.

Text: Johann Rist, 1651.  Translation: Catherine Winkworth, 1858, alt.

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.
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s	 DOXOLOGY  (sung in unison) The First Nowell  (Hymn no. 56)
Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, that hath made 
heav’n and earth of nought, and with His own life our lives He hath bought.  Nowell, 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell.  Praise to the King of Israel.

Text: English carol, 17th century, alt.  Music: English carol, Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833.

s OFFERTORY PRAYER 

s	 HYMN  2
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Hyfrydol

s	 BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE
Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Emma Lou Diemer

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given in loving memory of George Dilworth Lockhart.

Ushers: W. Dennis Bossick, Daniel Giosta, B. James Shafer, Carey T. Vinson, and Thomas L. Wentling Jr.  
Coordinators:  Randy C. Adams II, Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, 
Mark A. Krofchik, and Robert P. O’Neil. 

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Vespers in Advent

··········  Wednesdays, December 1, 8, and 15, at 7:00 p.m.  ··········

During the liturgical season of Advent, Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to join us on Wednesdays 
for an evening of music and reflection in our Sanctuary or online.  These 45-minute candlelight Communion 

services include homilies from the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley; the celebration of the Lord’s Supper; and 
music offered by the Shadyside Strings, Chatham Baroque, and the Pittsburgh Girls Choir.
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About This Morning’s Music

The tune, Nun komm, der heiden Heiland (“Savior of the Nations, Come,” hymn no. 14), is a medieval Latin 
plainsong chant tune dating from circa the ninth century.  The present form of the melody in our hymnal 
dates from a 1524 publication in Erfurt.  Johann Sebastian Bach used this chorale (hymn) tune for at least 
four organ preludes, as well as his sixty-second cantata.  The first setting is by American organist Paul Manz.  
The second setting, by Bach, is the first prelude in his Orgelbüchlein (1713–1717).  Its compositional style is 
strikingly similar to Italian harpsichord music, consisting of rolled or arpeggiated chords, designed to sustain 
the pitches longer.  The third setting is from Bach’s monumental collection of Eighteen Chorales,  edited in 
their final versions in his last post at the Thomaskirche in Leipzig (1723–1750).  This setting has the chorale 
melody in the soprano; it is so highly ornamented that the actual melody is largely unrecognizable.  The 
pedal line is a “walking bass” line, perhaps a reference to the wandering of mankind, looking for the Christ 
Child.  The ornamentation of the melody evokes a sense of longing and searching as well — in this case, for 
clarity or guidance.

Prayers for Rev. Lynn Portz and Family

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz recently shared with the congregation that she has been diagnosed with breast 
cancer and has begun an extended time of treatment.  During her medical leave, she will not be leading 
worship or tending to other pastoral responsibilities, but she intends to continue to worship with us virtually 
each week.  In the months ahead, we will coordinate care for the Portz family through the Care Team and the 
church office.  We commend our pastor and capable, compassionate, caring colleague to God’s care, and we 
invite your fervent prayers for Lynn, Doug, and their family in hope that our Great Physician will restore 
her to our community in due time.

Adult Christian Education in Advent

· · · · · · · · · ·   Sundays, November 28 through December 19, at 9:45 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

The Adult Christian Education Team invites you to participate in a new study for the season of Advent:  
Close to Home.  Join us for a program of guided visual meditation, Bible study, and prayer on Sundays from 
9:45 to 10:45 a.m., both on-site in the Hulme Room and virtually via Zoom videoconferencing.

Our study will incorporate the ancient Benedictine spiritual practice of Visio Divina.  Latin for “divine 
seeing,” Visio Divina is a method of meditation, reflection, and prayer through a process of intentional 
seeing.  Our gatherings will blend this visual meditation with group discussion and Bible study as we explore 
the Close to Home theme through various pieces of art.  Based on our lectionary texts for this liturgical 
season, the artwork was created in a variety of mediums — paper lace, acrylic and oil painting, hand-cut 
block prints, and digital media.  No preparation is necessary, and no materials need to be purchased.  Please 
plan to make this spiritual opportunity part of your Advent experience and join us!
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Mission Partner Spotlight

Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Urban Ministry partners with Veterans Place of Washington 
Boulevard in support of its mission to:

• end the cycle of veteran homelessness, and

• honor the dignity and humanity of at-risk veterans.

Allegheny County has the largest veteran population in Pennsylvania, which has the fourth largest 
veteran population in the nation.  Veterans Place draws from the 150,000 veterans in the Pittsburgh 
metropolitan area to provide transitional housing, address health issues, and provide employment training.  
Veterans Place is dedicated to serving post-9/11 veterans to support and assist in obtaining competitive 
employment.

Veterans Place operates the largest transitional housing program for veterans in the region. 
Participants receive financial training, recovery support, and case management.  The Veterans Resource 
Center is one of only fifteen of its kind in the country and the only drop-in service center for veterans in the 
Western Pennsylvania region.  The Veterans Resource Center serves veterans facing homelessness or at risk 
of homelessness, providing them with essential resources such as transportation, food, clothing, laundry 
facilities, shower facilities, financial assistance, and individualized case management.  Veterans Place 
offers a program specific to female veterans.  Through the Female Veteran Program, veterans are assisted 
with navigating their unique and challenging barriers.  Veterans Place offers financial assistance to female 
veterans in need facing homelessness due to domestic violence, mental/physical health barriers, or financial 
strain.

Two great successes in 2020 during COVID-19:

•  80% of veterans served through the Transitional Housing Program moved into permanent housing 
and had a sustainable income at the time of discharge from the program.

•  96% of participants achieved sustainable employment through Veterans Place Employment Services.

Veterans Place is collaborating with the City of Pittsburgh to expand and improve its campus, developing 
adjacent lands for the enhancement of its programming.  Currently, Veterans Place is seeking a Director of 
Development.

If Veterans Place fits your philanthropic priorities, please reach out to Elder Laura Duncan, Chair of Mission 
and Urban Ministry, through the church office.

During the month of November, Shadyside Presbyterian Church accepted contributions to our annual coat 
collection for Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard. To those who participated, thank you for sharing warmth 
with our neighbors.
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship at Shadyside Presbyterian Church continue to be held on-site 
and online.  All individuals are asked to wear masks while in the building.  Most church-related activities 
will continue to occur online, and the church office is open during weekday business hours.  The COVID-19 
Task Force continues to meet regularly to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.

Masking Protocol – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force, consistent with guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, highly recommends wearing face coverings while 
indoors, regardless of vaccination status.  Out of care and concern for our congregation and community, 
the task force requests that we follow this guidance while inside the church building, including throughout 
the service of worship.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may be unmasked at times 
in order to carry out their worship responsibilities.  Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the 
well-being of others.

Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take time to sign these care letters, 
which are a ministry supported by Shadyside’s Board of Deacons.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  While the COVID-19 
countermeasures remain in effect, both prayer groups will meet virtually via Zoom videoconferencing.   
Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office to access the meetings.

Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather with 
us — online or on-site — for our weekly chapel time on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  Children enjoy singing songs, 
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us.  If friends cannot join us in person, our live webcast 
is available on the church’s YouTube channel.  Previous videos may be viewed at any time throughout the 
week.  We’re looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!

Christmas Poinsettias – As part of our Christmas celebration at Shadyside, the Board of Deacons is providing 
the opportunity for the placement of poinsettias in the Sanctuary during the worship services on Christmas 
Eve.  We also invite you to support the church’s flower fund and place loved ones’ names in the bulletin.  The 
cost per plant is $9.  Visit www.shadysidepres.org/poinsettia before Sunday, December 5, for details and 
access to the online ordering form.  Please know you also may place your order or submit your loved ones’ 
names by contacting Kaysie Strickland in the church office.  You are welcome to order a poinsettia to take 
home or to be delivered to those who would be blessed to receive one during this holiday season.

News and Notes

https://www.shadysidepres.org/poinsettia
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The Giving Tree will support the parents of several of our mission partners: Sojourner House; Sojourner 
House’s Mentoring, Opportunity, Motivation, and Spirituality (MOMS) program; and the Pennsylvania 
Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER).  During the Time of Fellowship on Sundays, 
December 5 and 12, two trees in the Parish Hall will be decorated with special ornaments listing gift 
recipients’ names and details, including clothing/shoe size and color preference.  Coordinators will be 
present to register your name along with the name of the recipient.  Wrapped gifts should be returned to 
the church by noon on Monday, December 20; please affix to the package a gift tag indicating the name or 
initials of the recipient, along with the recipient’s identification number.  A virtual selection process also 
will be available; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/giving-tree for details.  If you have questions, please 
contact Kaysie Strickland in the church office.

An Advent Walk with Isaiah – Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Children’s Ministry invites you to participate 
in our first-ever Advent Walk, beginning at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 5.  Following the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, this outdoor event will feature five interactive stations where groups pause to read Scripture, 
ponder specific questions, and join together in an activity.  We will journey through the Advent story and, at 
the conclusion of the walk, groups will be given a kit to continue Advent devotions at home.  Participants are 
welcome to stay and enjoy hot apple cider, hot cocoa, and fellowship around a fire pit before heading home.

Celebration of Hope at Hosanna House – This month, volunteers are needed for the Celebration of Hope 
at Hosanna House.  During this outdoor event, approximately 350 families will pass by the facility and 
receive toys for children, warm weather gear, and food.  Helpers are needed on Friday, December 10, from 
1:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Volunteers also are sought to help on the day before to decorate several live trees (time 
to be determined).  Please contact Elder Carla Gedman through the church office if you can participate.

The Neighborhood Academy’s Virtual Lessons and Carols – This Advent season, you can support The 
Neighborhood Academy (TNA) by participating in their virtual “Lessons and Carols” program on Thursday, 
December 16, at 5:30 p.m.  A link will be provided on TNA’s website: www.theneighborhoodacademy.org.

Promised Land Ministries Student Sponsorships – This holiday season, please consider giving the gift of 
education to a student in need.  In partnership with the Promised Land Ministries (PLM) student sponsorship 
program, Shadyside Presbyterian Church members help more than thirty children attend PLM’s school in 
Guatemala.  We hope you might consider sponsoring one of the remaining students.  A sponsorship of $360 
covers school uniforms, materials, and annual tuition.  To learn more, or to sponsor one of the students, 
please contact Kaysie Strickland at kstrickland@shadysidepres.org.

Stewardship Reminder – We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received.  If 
you have not submitted your pledge form, please remember to return it soon.  Additional pledge forms 
are located in the pew racks, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium.  You also may submit your pledge confidentially 
through the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.
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Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesdays, December 22 and 29, 2021, and Wednesday, January 5, 
2022.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and online.

Christian Education Classes will not be held at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 26, 2021, and Sunday,  
January 2, 2022.  Education classes for children and youth will resume on Sunday, January 9, at 10:00 a.m.

Church History and Architecture Books – Shadyside Presbyterian Church has published two books authored 
by Elder Timothy C. Engleman which explore the church’s history and architecture in depth.  Both may be 
purchased through the church office; order forms are available in the Narthex and on the church website.

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Meal Train Ministry provides meals for individuals or families in need.  
As needs arise, such as the celebration of a new baby or recuperation after surgery, Meal Train Ministry 
members are notified by email and invited to sign up through an online calendar if they are available to 
cook.  Volunteers may either deliver the meal, or bring it frozen to the church for someone else to deliver.  
We are always looking for more cooks, and you are welcome to participate as your schedule allows.  If you 
do not cook, or if you would prefer to provide a “contact-free” meal during COVID-19, another great way 
to participate would be to utilize delivery from Grubhub, DoorDash, a local restaurant, or a grocery store.  
For more information or to sign up, please contact Deacon Jan Collins by email: spchelpers@gmail.com.

Care and Support – Your pastors, staff, elders, deacons, and Care Team remain deeply committed to caring 
for our congregation.  We are making every effort to remain connected, especially with those who are most 
vulnerable and those who may be feeling lonely or anxious.  We encourage you to stay connected by phone, 
email, or social media.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out by any of these means if you want to talk to someone.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Live Webcast – Watch a live video stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Please share the 
link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to archival recordings of worship.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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As God’s people called to live in community, we take seriously the Apostle Paul’s urging to walk alongside 
those who are struggling.  We are aware that there are many in our congregation and community who have 
suffered recent loss; who are living with serious illness or long-term physical pain; who are caregivers; who are 
in a period of crisis or transition in their lives; or, for whatever reason, would benefit by having intentional, 
ongoing encouragement, prayer, and support, along with the care that the pastors are providing.

The Shadyside Care Team is comprised of wise and compassionate men and women who have been trained 
to be an intentional support, and, if needed, to connect people with other church and community resources.

For more information, please contact the church office.

Shadyside Care Team
“Love one another with mutual affection … .  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,  

persevere in prayer.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.”
Romans 12:10a, 12, 15

A Service of Lessons and Carols

··········  Sunday, December 5, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Based on the service begun at King’s College, Cambridge, in 1918, the Service of Lessons and Carols tells the story 
of the fall of humanity, the promise of a Messiah, and the birth of Jesus through a series of Scripture readings, 
carols, hymns, and choral anthems.  Please join with the pastors and the Chancel Choir as together we celebrate 

in word and in song the joys of the Christmas season.

Sunday, November 28
Psalms 24; 150
Amos 1:1-5, 13–2:8
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Luke 21:5-19

Monday, November 29
Psalms 122; 145
Amos 2:6-16
2 Peter 1:1-11
Matthew 21:1-11

Tuesday, November 30
Psalms 33; 146
Amos 3:1-11
2 Peter 1:12-21
Matthew 21:12-22

Wednesday, December 1
Psalms 50; 147:1-11
Amos 3:12–4:5
2 Peter 3:1-10
Matthew 21:23-32

Thursday, December 2
Psalms 18:1-20; 147:12-20
Amos 4:6-13
2 Peter 3:11-18
Matthew 21:33-46

Friday, December 3
Psalms 102; 148
Amos 5:1-17
Jude 1-16
Matthew 22:1-14

Saturday, December 4
Psalms 90; 149
Amos 5:18-27
Jude 17-25
Matthew 22:15-22

Sunday, December 5
Psalms 24; 150
Amos 6:1-14
2 Thessalonians 1:5-12
Luke 1:57-68

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  November 28 – December 5  ··········
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· · · · · · · · · ·  Elders  · · · · · · · · · ·

Jayne Adair Cox
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Carey A. Harris
Percy M. Jackson
Gail N. Jones
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Gary S. Lasser
Gary W. Lotz
Robert B. Luthultz
Terrence H. Murphy
Frederick L. Porkolab
Victoria L. Potter 

George T. Snyder
Sharon A. Taylor
Susan F. Thomson
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About the Cover Artist

Jan Richardson is an artist, writer, and ordained minister in the United Methodist Church.  She serves as 
director of the Wellspring Studio and travels widely as a retreat leader and conference speaker.  Known for 
her distinctive intertwining of word and image, Jan’s work has attracted an international audience drawn to 
the welcoming and imaginative spaces that she creates in her books, online blogs, and public events.  Whether 
creating her luminous painted paper collages, or laying down the haunting lines of her charcoal drawings, 
Jan illuminates the landscape of faith with courageous vision and a generous spirit.  

Jan makes her home in central Florida.  She frequently collaborated with her husband, the singer/songwriter 
Garrison Doles, until his sudden death in December 2013.  In addition to books such as Sacred Journeys,  
Night Visions, In Wisdom’s Path, and In the Sanctuary of Women, Jan also publishes work at her blog,  
The Painted Prayerbook: paintedprayerbook.com.  

To learn more about Jan’s ministry in word and image, visit her website at janrichardson.com.

http://www.paintedprayerbook.com
http://www.janrichardson.com
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Church Calendar
··········  November 28 – December 5  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — First Sunday of Advent

November 28  Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

  11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)

  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship: Masked in the Parish Hall; Maskless in the Fisher Garden

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing

  4:00 p.m. COVID-19 Task Force via Zoom Videoconferencing

  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing

  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY 7:00 p.m. Advent Vespers in the Sanctuary and Online

THURSDAY 5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing

  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir  Rehearsal in the Chapel

SUNDAY 9:45 a.m. Adult Christian Education in the Hulme Room and via Zoom

December 5 10:00 a.m. Children’s Chapel in the Chapel and Online

  11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — Second Sunday of Advent 

Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship: Masked in the Parish Hall; Maskless in the Fisher Garden

  12:00 p.m. Children’s Music Time in the Hulme Room

  12:15 p.m. Care Team in the Walton Library

  3:00 p.m. A Service of Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary and Online

  5:30 p.m. Advent Walk on the McClintock Lawn

Christmas with the Camerata

··········  Sunday, December 12, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Pittsburgh’s premier professional chamber choir, 
under the direction of Mark A. Anderson, presents 

a concert of choral music for the season. Tickets: 
www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

A Ceremony of Carols

··········  Saturday, December 11, at 2:00 p.m.  ··········

The Pittsburgh Girls Choir’s holiday concert with 
harpist Nuiko Wadden features Benjamin Britten’s 

beloved A Ceremony of Carols.  
Tickets: www.pittsburghgirlschoir.com.



A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch
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Sundays in Advent

· · · · · · · · · ·   Christian Education for All Ages at 9:45 a.m., followed by Worship at 11:00 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.”  During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world 
and watch with expectant hope for His coming again.  In its historical origins, the season of Advent was patterned 
after the season of Lent, a six-week period of penitence and preparation for Easter.  Similarly, the four weeks of 
Advent present an opportunity for communal discernment and personal examination, as the Church prepares 

to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for Christ’s return.  

http://www.janrichardson.com

