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Installation of the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Worship on Sunday, November 14, at 11:00 a.m., with Celebration Following
The installation of the Reverend
Austin Crenshaw Shelley as
Senior Pastor of Shadyside
Presbyterian Church will be
celebrated during the morning
service of worship on Sunday,
November 14.
The presbytery in which a newlycalled minister serves conducts
the installation. The Moderator
of the Pittsburgh Presbytery,
Mr. Mark Roth, Elder, East Liberty
Presbyterian Church, will preside
on November 14. In addition to
the Moderator, Rev. Shelley has
asked the following individuals
to serve as the administrative
commission for her installation:

Above: The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley will be installed as the twelfth Senior
Pastor of Shadyside Presbyterian Church on November 14. Photograph by Nick Conti.

•

The Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes, President and Professor of Pastoral Ministry, Princeton
Theological Seminary, and tenth Senior Pastor of Shadyside Presbyterian Church

•

Dr. Linda Ewing, Elder, Oakmont Presbyterian Church

•

The Reverend Dr. Angela Dienhart Hancock, Associate Professor for Homiletics and Worship,
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

•

Mr. Percy M. Jackson, Elder, Shadyside Presbyterian Church

The Reverend Matthew Gaventa, Senior Pastor at University Presbyterian Church in Austin, Texas,
will preach the sermon. (Please see the article on page 4.)
Additional guests include the Reverend Janice Smith Ammon, who serves as the Bryant M. Kirkland
Minister of the Chapel at Princeton Theological Seminary, and the Reverend Dr. Molly F. James, who
serves as the Dean of Formation for the Episcopal Church in Connecticut.
Music for the morning will include anthems sung by the Chancel Choir and participation from guest
brass instrumentalists. The choir and congregation also will sing a new hymn, titled “The Sparrow,”
with tune name Crenshaw Shelley, which has been composed especially for this day. The text, written
by Dr. Mark A. Boyle and set to music by Mr. Mark A. Anderson, was inspired by Rev. Shelley’s
candidacy sermon and benediction in June.
Sunday, November 14, will be an important day in the life of our congregation, and it is altogether
fitting that the observance of this auspicious occasion take place during our normal celebration of the
Lord’s Day. An offering for the Oldman Fund, a scholarship for inquirers and candidates for ministry
under the care of the Pittsburgh Presbytery, will be collected during worship. A celebration is planned
following the service.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

The Thread of Thankfulness
Glorious God,
how curious,
and what a confession
		
that we should set aside one day a year
			
and call it Thanksgiving. †
I first heard this excerpt from pastor Ted Loder’s poem, “My Words
Can’t Carry All the Praise,” in a Thanksgiving Day sermon given by
the Reverend Jan Ammon at Princeton Theological Seminary. At the
time, I was a first-year seminarian; the poem’s opening lines have
stuck with me since. They are lodged in my memory as a reminder that Thanksgiving Day is insufficient
as a stand-alone expression of our gratitude to God, whose mercies are new every morning.
As we enter into the month of November, I am struck by the way that the month’s events are strung
together by the thread of gratitude. On November 7, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day, giving thanks
for the lives and faithfulness of those whom we have loved (and all who have gone before us) who have
died and are now members of the Church Triumphant. We will remember that Christians throughout
time and space have sacrificed for the good of others. We will acknowledge the reality and pain of
death and grief, while also pointing to resurrection hope and taking comfort in God’s promise that,
whether we live or die, we belong to God.
November 21 will mark Stewardship Commitment Sunday. On this day, members and friends of
Shadyside Presbyterian Church will pledge our time, talents, and monetary resources to support
the work of the church in the local community and around the world. There are many reasons to
give, but the most basic one is to give out of gratitude for the faithfulness of God. God’s faithfulness
endures from generation to generation, as the psalmist proclaims — and many of us can trace God’s
faithfulness, even in the worst of circumstances, as we look back across the span of our own precious
and unrepeatable lives.
Our stewardship season is guided by Scripture, Jeremiah 29:11–13, which promises God’s people
a future with hope. These verses are frequently taken out of their context and scribbled into graduation
cards, cross-stitched onto throw pillows, or printed onto any number of knick-knacks that might
classify as what my religion professor father-in-law calls “Christian junk.” But when we read these
words from the prophet Jeremiah, it is crucial for us to recall that this future with hope is promised
to a people who are suffering in exile. They have been beaten in battle, forcibly removed from their
homeland, and made to live and work among their captors. These verses do not gloss over the painful
reality of a heartbroken people; rather, they invite the exiles to imagine the day when God will return
them to their distant home.
On November 24, we will gather for a service of worship on Thanksgiving Eve, and I hope that you
will invite those who may spend the Thanksgiving holiday alone or at work to join you there, as we
express our gratitude to God by sharing donations of food with our neighbors. Having given thanks for
the year that has passed, we will then turn our attention to Sunday, November 28, the First Sunday
of Advent. This Sunday marks the beginning of a new liturgical year, as we wait together for the birth
of the Hope of the World, Jesus Christ.
Living grateful lives, may we anticipate and long for the future with hope that God has promised.
Grace and peace,
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
† L oder, Ted. “My Words Can’t Carry all the Praise” in Guerrillas of Grace: Prayers for the Battle. (Minneapolis:
Augsburg Press, 1981) 133.

Reminder

Shadyside Presbyterian Church has launched a mini-series of videos introducing Rev. Shelley on social media.
Facebook and YouTube users, please view, “like,” comment, and share the videos as they are released.
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Remembering Loved Ones: All Saints’ Sunday, November 7
Christians throughout the world celebrate All Saints’ Day in honor
of all the saints, both known and unknown. In most Protestant
churches, it is celebrated on the first Sunday of November.
Protestants regard all Christians, both past and present, as saints.
As we solemnly remember all those who have died in the past year,
we also focus on Christ’s victory over death. While the festival
acknowledges the reality of death, we emphasize our hope in the
Resurrection and our place in the “communion of saints.”
•

During the All Saints’ Sunday morning service at 11:00 a.m.,
we will remember those members of Shadyside Presbyterian
Church who have been received into the Church Triumphant
during the past calendar year.

•

At 3:00 p.m. on All Saints’ Sunday, we will offer a Service of
Remembrance. In memory of those who have entered the
Church Triumphant throughout time and space, we will gather
to worship God through the singing of hymns, the reading of
Scripture, and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

Above: Detail of a wooden pew carving in
the Chancel of the Shadyside Presbyterian
Church Sanctuary, where singing angels
with folded wings serve as finials adorning
the choir stalls. Photograph taken by
Edward B. Wood.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Close to Home: Advent Art Study
Adult Education Topical Study: Sundays in Advent, beginning November 28, at 9:45 a.m.
From November 28 through December 19, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to join a
new study for the season of Advent: Close to Home. Join us for a program of guided visual meditation,
Bible study, and prayer on Sundays from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., both on-site and virtually via Zoom.
When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During
the Advent and Christmas season, we journey through Scriptures
and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We
carry the memories and truths of this season close to our hearts.
The Close to Home theme acknowledges the “already-but-not-yet”
tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s promised
day — our everlasting home — is not fully realized. It names our
deep longing for God to come close to us.

A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

The Advent and Christmas Scriptures are rich with home metaphors
and imagery. In these Scriptures, home is both physical and
metaphorical, something we seek and something we are called to
build. In many ways, these Scriptures are like blueprints — detailing
the dreams of a God who makes a home with us. Ultimately, God is
our home and resting place. God draws near and makes a home on
earth; sacred ground is all around us.

This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us. May we expand safety
and sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May we come home — wherever home is
found — to live fully with joy, hope, and courage.
Join us on Sunday mornings as we explore this theme through artwork based on our lectionary texts
for this liturgical season. These art pieces, created in a variety of mediums — paper lace, acrylic and
oil painting, hand-cut block prints, and digital media — were created by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity,
Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, Hannah Garrity, and Rev. T. Denise Anderson. Our study will incorporate
the ancient Benedictine spiritual practice of Visio Divina. Latin for “divine seeing,” Visio Divina is a
method of meditation, reflection, and prayer through a process of intentional seeing. Our gatherings
will blend this visual meditation with group discussion and Bible study.

Reminder

Childcare for infants through two-year-olds starts at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, and Children’s Ministry
leaders are ready to welcome older children during this time should families choose to participate in person.
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SESSION

IN MEMORIAM

New Clerk of Session

Faithful Departed

In May, our previous Clerk of Session, Elder Timothy E. Nye, retired
as a church officer, and, as a result, a new Clerk of Session was
needed to succeed him. Elder Susan W. Balaan graciously agreed
to be nominated, and the Session approved her election, effective
June 1, 2021. The Session also approved a motion to thank Tim for
his four years of faithful and devoted service as Clerk of Session.
We are so grateful for Tim’s leadership and for Susan’s willingness
to step into this role. Thank you, Tim and Susan!

The following members of our
church family were called to
their heavenly home. While we
will miss their earthly presence,
we rejoice that they have joined
the Church Triumphant and give
thanks for their faithful lives.
•

William Friesell Aiken

•

Warren Reed Clark

•

Gordon Gordon

•

Edith L. Worrell

Please remember the family
and friends of all of these
individuals in your prayers.
BUILDING & GROUNDS

Welcome New Sexton
Johnnie Bryant
Clerks at Work: Current Clerk of Session Susan Balaan and former Clerk of Session
Timothy Nye refer to church records and other historical documents in the church office
to prepare for the Pittsburgh Presbytery’s annual reading of Session minutes.

In September, Johnnie Bryant
joined the church staff as a
part-time evening sexton.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Rev. Matthew Gaventa to Preach November 14
On Sunday, November 14, the Reverend Matthew Gaventa will
preach during the service of worship at 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Gaventa is Senior Pastor at
University Presbyterian Church
in Austin, Texas. Previously, he
served as pastor to Amherst
Presbyterian Church in Amherst,
Virginia, and as chaplain
to Sweet Briar College. An
acclaimed writer and preacher,
Rev. Gaventa’s work has been
featured in Working Preacher and
in The Christian Century, for which
he co-hosts the podcast Sunday Above: The Reverend Matthew Gaventa
Morning Matinee. Matt sits on
the Board of Directors of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians,
and on the Advisory Boards of Day1 and of The Church Lab. He
holds degrees from Georgetown University, the University of
Iowa, and Princeton Theological Seminary. He also was the 2012
recipient of the David H.C. Read Preacher/Scholar Award from
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church. Currently, Matt lives in
Austin with his wife, Sarah; their son, Charlie; and their dog, Otto.
We give thanks that Rev. Gaventa will proclaim God’s Word among
us when we celebrate Rev. Shelley’s installation as Senior Pastor.
Please join us in welcoming him to Shadyside’s pulpit.
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Above: Sexton Johnnie L. Bryant III

Johnnie comes to us highly
recommended by one of our
mission partners and brings a
great deal of service-oriented
employment experience to his
position at Shadyside. Previous
employers include Schneider’s
Dairy, Avis, and Allied Universal
security company.
A resident of Stanton Heights,
Johnnie enjoys spending time
with his mother and two sisters.
A fan of sports in general, he
particularly enjoys basketball,
baseball, and football, and he
especially supports the Steelers.
Please join us in welcoming
Johnnie to our church family!

STEWARDSHIP

A Future with Hope: Stewardship Season
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans
for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with
hope. Then when you call upon Me and come and pray to Me,
I will hear you. When you search for Me, you will find Me,
if you seek Me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:11–13

A Future with

H PE

The Stewardship Committee is hard at work finalizing plans for this fall’s stewardship season, “A Future
with Hope.” We are fortunate that members of this congregation throughout our history faithfully
committed their time, talent, and financial resources to the mission and ministry of the Shadyside
Presbyterian Church. As grateful benefactors of their generosity, we, too, are called not only to sustain
the church’s work in the world today, but also to imagine the ways God is calling SPC to step boldly
into the future.
Our Stewardship Commitment Sunday will be November 21, 2021. In the intervening weeks, we will
take a few moments in worship to highlight several of the ministries your gifts support. You should
receive stewardship materials in the mail during the second week of November. Please prayerfully
consider your full participation in this year’s effort as we enter into the hopeful future God has planned
for our church and for our neighbors and friends alongside whom we serve.
Stewardship Committee: Elder James M. Gockley, Chair; Elder Gary S. Lasser; Elder Gary W. Lotz;
Elder Frederick L. Porkolab; Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley; and Elder George T. Snyder
MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Warmth Drive to Collect Winter Coats for Veterans Place
Did you know that one in ten homeless people in America is a veteran? In addition, Pennsylvania is
fourth in the nation in veteran population, and Allegheny County is number one among Pennsylvania
counties.
Our mission partner, Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard, needs donations of winter coats for
the vets who spend the days and nights outside in the elements. You can drop off any new or gentlyused winter coats for men and women on or before Monday, November 22 — sizes L, XL, and XXL,
please. A collection bin for the contributions will be located in the Sharp Atrium.
MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Thanksgiving Eve Worship and Food Collection for EECM Food Pantry
On Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 24, we set aside
time in worship to give thanks for God’s many blessings. Please join
us at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary or online for this service, which will
include Thanksgiving hymns, Scripture, prayers, and a homily from
the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley.
As Thanksgiving approaches, the Mission and Urban Ministry of
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) invites members and friends
to participate in a collection of non-perishable food items for the
East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM) Food Pantry, which is experiencing an increase in food
requests. Bags for donations will be distributed after worship on Sundays, November 14 and 21. A
list of suggested donation items will be attached to the bags, which will be collected and dedicated at
our Thanksgiving Eve service of worship on Wednesday, November 24. In the event you are unable
to attend the service, you are welcome to participate by bringing your filled bag to the church office
during the week of Thanksgiving.
If you prefer to make a monetary donation, checks should be made payable to “Shadyside
Presbyterian Church” with “EECM Food Collection” on the memo line, and placed in the collection on
Sunday, November 21, or on Wednesday, November 24. You also may mail your check to the church
office. Alternatively, you may give online at www.shadysidepres.org/give by selecting “EECM” from
the drop-down fund menu.
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Church Office Telephone: 412-682-4300
shadysidepres.org
facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian
youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch
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Sunday Worship

Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current for the
latest worship precaution updates. Online worship will continue.
All Saints’ Sunday, November 7
Morning Service of Worship, with Communion, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
A Service of Remembrance, with Communion, at 3:00 p.m.
Please see the article on page 3.

Hurricane Ida Relief
Shadyside Presbyterian Church
has responded to Hurricane
Ida by supporting Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance (PDA)
with $905. We thank those
who contributed to help our
neighbors in need.

Sunday, November 14, at 11:00 a.m.
Installation of the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
The Reverend Matthew Gaventa, preaching
Please see the article on page 1. A celebration follows worship.
Christ the King Sunday and Stewardship Commitment Sunday,
November 21, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines

First Sunday of Advent, November 28, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Deadlines for the Mouse are the
first business day of each month.

Virtual Evening Prayer

Monday, November 1
December/January issue

Wednesdays, November 3, 10, and 17, at 7:00 p.m.
Conclude your day with meditative music and prayer, streamed
live from the Sanctuary at www.shadysidepres.org/live.

Thanksgiving Eve Service

Wednesday, November 24, at 7:00 p.m.
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching
Consider bringing a food donation; please see the article on page 5.
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Tuesday, January 4
February issue
Please submit Mouse articles
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.
Comments are welcome.

