
www.shadysidepres.orgOCTOBER 2021       VOLUME 52, NUMBER 8

The

... because the mouse hears everything

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Come to the Table: An Intergenerational Event

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and 
in all.” Ephesians 4:4-6

The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion 
Sunday, which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our siblings 
around the world. Churches from many different traditions and 
in many different contexts join together in the celebration. We 
remember that, in the sacrament of Communion, the Lord gathers 
us around one table where there is room enough for all, no matter 
our differences. 

On Sunday, October 3, adults and youth are invited to explore the 
rich truths of this special day during the Christian Education hour. 
Please join us in the Chapel at 10:00 a.m. for this intergenerational 
learning opportunity.

Artwork (above): This six-foot banner at the denominational offices in Louisville was created to illustrate the Peacemaking Offering 
for World Communion Sunday on October 5, 1997. This design was originally drawn in oil pastels by Dorothea B. Kennedy and was 
translated into fabric by Gloiela Yau Dolak. As the mountains and hills rejoice, the thirsty of all nations are invited to come to the water; 
the hungry are invited to come to the table. Everyone is welcome.

Welcoming the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley and Her Family
On World Communion Sunday, October 3, 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church welcomes the 
Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, leading 
worship and preaching for the first time as our 
twelfth senior pastor. Please join us for worship 
at 11:00 a.m., followed by a welcome reception 
for Rev. Shelley and her family to be held under a 
tent on the McClintock Lawn.

In the weeks leading up to Rev. Shelley’s arrival, 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church has introduced a 
new video series helping us to get to know her 
better as we begin ministry together. The first 
video presents Rev. Shelley as our new pastor 
and features members of the Pastor Nominating 
Committee sharing insights into their search process. In subsequent videos, the conversation with 
Rev. Shelley continues as she discusses worship, sermons, her connection with our church, and more.  
Facebook and YouTube users, please view, “like,” comment, and share the videos as they are released. 
We hope this activity on social media will invite others in our community to share in our excitement 
and join us in welcoming Rev. Shelley to Shadyside.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Above: The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley in a still from a 
new series of interview videos. Videography by Nick Conti.

Save the Date
The installation of the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley as Senior Pastor of Shadyside Presbyterian Church 

will be celebrated during the morning service of worship on Sunday, November 14, at 11:00 a.m.

https://www.shadysidepres.org
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Blessings in Our Broken Bread
With joy and thanksgiving, I greet you, the people of God who are 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church! Thank you for the hospitality 
you have extended to me and to my family as we have begun to 
settle into our new surroundings in Pittsburgh. Your kindness has 
woven its way into our hearts and seamlessly knit us into the fabric 
of your life together. For this gift of grace, we give thanks to God. 

Though your warm welcome has stretched over the waning 
summer months and into the crisp days of fall, our first official 
Sunday is October 3, which is also World Communion Sunday. As 
you surely remember, and as the medallion embedded in the center 
of our chancel floor attests, World Communion Sunday began here 
at Shadyside in 1933, when the Reverend Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr served as pastor. That my first 
Sunday as your senior pastor coincides with such a historically significant celebration in the life of this 
congregation is both intentional and meaningful. 

It is intentional because I pray that our ministry together in this place will be characterized by an 
appreciation of those who have gone before us who have served God with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love. The Reverend Dr. Kerr and many of my predecessors, staff, and lay people alike 
prayerfully and faithfully discerned the ways in which God was calling them to love their neighbors in 
their particular time in this place. We stand on the shoulders of giants. 

World Communion Sunday’s overlap with my first opportunity to lead worship in your midst is also 
meaningful. It not only reflects my appreciation of your worship life which is well-rooted in tradition 
and beauty, but also affirms our shared sense that God is calling us to a future we cannot yet imagine—
one that depends on those deep, established roots to nourish our ability to notice new ways God is 
at work among us, fostering new growth that compels us to go out into the world to join in God’s 
transformation of the entire landscape. 

World Communion Sunday holds a special place in our history, but its significance is not relegated to 
the past; nor is it contained by our gorgeous stone walls, intricate carvings and mosaics, or historical 
slate roof. Like the sacrament of Communion itself, this day transcends time and space. When we 
celebrate World Communion, we proclaim the good news that Christ is among us, present to us in the 
bread and the cup—and not to us alone, but to every soul throughout time and space who has ever 
longed to be fed by the living God. 

I was recently introduced to an Argentinian blessing that is a fitting prayer as we begin this new 
chapter in Shadyside’s mission and ministry: 

God bless to us our bread
And give bread to all those who are hungry
And hunger for justice to those who are fed
God bless to us our bread

This blessing echoes the Lord’s Prayer in that it asks God for our bread. Not my bread, but rather, 
our bread—bread that belongs to all of us, nourishes all of us, sends all of us out with the help of the 
Holy Spirit to continue the work of feeding those who hunger. This blessing acknowledges the truth 
that our well-being is bound up in the well-being of every other child of God on the planet. And it tells 
the truth, too—that our hunger for the goodness of the Lord will inevitably lead us to remember our 
oneness with the refugee fleeing Afghanistan, with the victim of rising flood waters or threatening 
wildfires, with everyone who has ever heard and will ever hear God’s answer to our prayers for bread: 
Take, eat. This is my Body, broken for you. 

Grace and peace,

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
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The Shadyside Origins of World Communion Sunday
The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion 
Sunday, which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers 
and sisters around the world. St. Paul tells us that we are to “discern 
the body” when we partake of Holy Communion, mindful that we 
note our relationship to all our brothers and sisters in Christ in the 
celebration (1 Corinthians 11:29).

World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide 
Communion Sunday) is a gift of the Presbyterian Church to the 
larger ecumenical Church. The first celebration occurred here at 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 1933, during the pastorate of the 
Reverend Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr, Shadyside’s fifth senior pastor.

Long before he served as our interim senior pastor from 2019 to 
2021, the Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles took an interest in Shadyside’s 
history as a Pittsburgh native, a PC(USA) pastor, and a longtime 
friend of our congregation. Dr. Dalles had researched the history of 
World Communion Sunday and reported in the October 7, 2002, 
issue of Presbyterian Outlook:

Davitt S. Bell (the late Clerk of Session and church historian at Shadyside) recalled that Dr. Kerr first 
conceived the notion of World Communion Sunday during his year as moderator of the General 
Assembly (1930). Dr. Kerr’s younger son, the Reverend Dr. Donald Craig Kerr, who is pastor emeritus 
of the Roland Park Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, was sixteen in 1933. He has related that World 
Communion Sunday grew out of the Division of Stewardship at Shadyside. It was their attempt to bring 
churches together in a service of Christian unity—in which everyone might receive both inspiration 
and information, and above all, to know how important the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how each 
congregation is interconnected one with another.

Celebration of World Wide Communion Sunday was adopted as a denominational practice in the 
Presbyterian Church (US) in 1936. Churches in other denominations were invited to celebrate with 
us from the beginning, but it was not until 1940, when the Department of Evangelism of the Federal 
Council of Churches (a predecessor body of the National Council of Churches) promoted extending 
the celebration to a number of churches around the world, that the practice became widespread. 
Today, World Communion Sunday is celebrated around the world, transcending boundaries of 
denomination, geography, and language.

Text partially adapted from resources available at www.pcusa.org/worship

HISTORY

Above: A circular medallion set into the 
floor of the Chancel commemorates that 
World Communion Sunday was originated 
in Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 1933 
by Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr. Surrounded 
by a design reminiscent of a compass in 
the marble tile, the tablet is a memorial to 
Elder and Historian C. Stanton Belfour.

Entering Stewardship Season
The Stewardship Committee is hard at work finalizing plans for this fall’s stewardship season. We are 
fortunate that members of this congregation throughout our history faithfully committed their time, 
talent, and financial resources to the mission and ministry of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church. As 
grateful benefactors of their generosity, we, too, are called not only to sustain the church’s work in 
the world today, but also to imagine the ways God is calling SPC to step boldly into the future. Our 
Stewardship Commitment Sunday will be November 21, 2021. In the intervening weeks, we will take 
a few moments in worship to highlight several of the ministries your gifts support. Please prayerfully 
consider your full participation in this year’s effort as we enter into a future filled with hope!

STEWARDSHIP

Christmas Wreaths Support Scholarships
The nursery school is taking orders for beautiful 22-inch Fraser Fir Christmas wreaths. Wreaths can 
be ordered with or without a red velvet bow and picked up from the Parish Hall during the first week of 
December. If you want to place an order, please visit www.shadysidepres.org/wreath. Order forms 
also will be available from the church office. The final date to place an order is Monday, November 1. 
The cost is $25 each, or $30 with a bow. All sales benefit the nursery school. If you have questions or 
need assistance, please contact the church office.

NURSERY SCHOOL
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Congratulating Recent Pittsburgh Theological Seminary Graduates
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) congratulates two members 
who recently graduated from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
(PTS) while under the care of our Session. 

Victoria G. Wellstead Murphy earned her Master of Divinity 
degree in May and is a Candidate for ordination to Ministry of Word 
and Sacrament. For the last two years, Victoria has been learning 
chaplaincy ministry under the mentorship of a Presbyterian clergy 
member at a senior care facility near Pittsburgh. A member of our 
church family since 2016, Victoria was named as a new member of 
the PTS Board of Directors this summer. She also has served on the 
boards of the Achievement Rewards for College Scientists (ARCS) 
Foundation’s Pittsburgh chapter and the Make-A-Wish chapter in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Currently, Victoria practices law in Pittsburgh.

Rebecca L. Young also earned her Master of Divinity degree in 
May and has been approved for ordination to Ministry of Word 
and Sacrament. In September, Rebecca began a fellowship to 
serve as a Chaplain Resident at the University of Arkansas Medical 
Center. Previously, she served as student pastor at St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian and Emsworth United Presbyterian Churches in the 
Pittsburgh Presbytery, in addition to serving as a chaplain at UPMC 
Shadyside Hospital. A member of SPC since 2013, Rebecca also 
served as a ruling elder with Shadyside’s Session for four years.

Please join us in praying for these ministerial daughters of Shadyside 
as God continues to guide their paths to ordained ministry. 

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

Above: Rebecca L. Young

Above: Victoria G. Wellstead Murphy

Maxed Out?  Reach Out.
Some days I think to myself, “Please God, don’t ask more of me.” 
Throughout the last year and a half, I have found myself making this 
request more often than I would like. But, regardless of the depths of 
my weariness, the Lord finds ways to renew me and give me passion, 
purpose, and meaning. When I feel strained and frayed at the 
edges, asking God for a small reprieve, my prayer is answered—not 
in the way of a lottery win or a surprise all-expenses-paid vacation. 
Instead, it is in my day-to-day interactions with this congregation. 
Through these times which feel overwhelming and isolating, you 
bring me peace and connection.

There must be others out there among you who are like me. 
Remember that, though you feel secluded and burdened, there is 
a community here to help. This place is a family. And part of being a family is caring for one another. 
We, congregants and staff, notice if you have not been in worship, either online or in-person, and we 
think of you.  

So, let us know if something is going on in your life. We are here, you are a part of this place, and we 
will do our best to help in any way we can. 

Each day I can see the Holy Spirit working among us, like seeing breath on a cold morning. I hear it in 
everyday conversations over the phone or around my desk. We are united through this place. Each 
day, I am renewed in helping make connections between you, and to serve you, as you serve each 
other and your community. So, as I say often, please let me know if you need anything, or if you have 
any questions or concerns.

Best regards, 

Kaysie L. Strickland
Administrative Assistant to the Associate Pastors

CARE & SUPPORT

Above: Kaysie L. Strickland
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Reminder
Consider ways to extend a warm welcome to the Shelley family: www.shadysidepres.org/ways-to-welcome.

Pastoral Transitions
In the past few months, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has seen several transitions in our pastoral 
staff. The Session and Human Resources (HR) Committee have been working hard to make sure 
that the mission and ministry of our church continue onward as we discern how God is calling us to 
structure our life together. The HR Committee met with Pittsburgh Presbytery staff in August and 
considered the best way to faithfully move forward. After prayerful consideration, the following plan 
was approved at a special meeting of the Session on August 23:

• Rev. Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith will increase her time with the church to thirty hours per week.  
As Associate Pastor for Discipleship, she will continue to oversee youth ministries and 
confirmation class, will step in to oversee the mission efforts of our members, and will provide 
pastoral leadership in worship, new member welcome, and various committees where needed.

• Rev. Lynn M. Portz’s call has changed to half-time. Her new terms of call took effect on July 1, 
after being approved by the congregation at the annual meeting in May. As Associate Pastor 
for Parish Life, she will continue to coordinate pastoral care and oversee the Parish Life and 
Fellowship Ministries, as well as provide pastoral leadership in worship.

• Wesley C. Smith, a third-year student at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary who has served as our 
Student Assistant Pastor during the past year, will increase his time to twenty hours per week, 
and will work primarily with youth, college students, and young adults.

Our church is so blessed to have such dedicated leaders, and we are excited to welcome Rev. Shelley 
to our pulpit on Sunday, October 3. Please remember our pastors and staff in prayer as they serve the 
people of Christ’s Church with energy, imagination, and love.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Above: Rev. Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith Above: Rev. Lynn M. Portz Above: Wesley C. Smith

Remembering Loved Ones
In recognition of All Saints’ Day, traditionally observed November 1,  
and, particularly, in memory of those who have joined the Church 
Triumphant in the past year, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
Chancel Choir will present Luigi Cherubini’s Requiem in C minor 
in liturgical context, with Communion, on Sunday, November 7,  
at 3:00 p.m. 

We invite you to join us for this afternoon of music, reflection, 
and remembrance. The congregation also is invited to submit the 
names of any deceased loved ones whom they would like to have 
acknowledged in the afternoon bulletin. Please submit the names 
to Kaysie Strickland in the church office (412-682-4300, ext. 100, 
or kstrickland@shadysidepres.org) before Friday, October 29.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Above right: Detail of a wooden pew carving in the Chancel of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Sanctuary, where singing angels with 
folded wings serve as finials adorning the choir stalls. Photograph taken by Edward B. Wood.
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Sunday Worship
Pre-registration is no longer required for on-site Sunday worship;  
visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current for the latest 

worship precaution updates. Online worship will continue.

World Communion Sunday, October 3, at 11:00 a.m.,  
with the Lord’s Supper 

The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching 
A welcome reception under the tent follows worship;  

please see the article on page 1.

Sunday, October 10, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, October 17, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, October 24, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Sunday, October 31, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

Virtual Evening Prayer
Wednesdays, October 6, 13, 20, and 27, at 7:00 p.m. 
Conclude your day with meditative music and prayer  

in this virtual offering, livestreamed from the Sanctuary  
at www.shadysidepres.org/live. Virtual evening prayer will 

continue on Wednesdays until Thanksgiving Eve, November 24.
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COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Friday, October 1 
November issue

Monday, November 1 
December/January issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Live Worship Webcast

Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

View our worship livestream at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live.  
If you are not able to gather 
on-site with us, we hope you 
will gather with us in spirit.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/register
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

