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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome (Back) to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless 
of your vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside 
the building and maintain six feet of distance from others.  The transept pews continue to offer 
socially distant seating to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated. 

If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing 
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those 
who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Nursery care is available for infants through two-year-olds during worship in the Nazareth Room 
downstairs.  Pagers are available.  A cry room is available in the Parlor.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with children two years old and younger are welcome to 
report directly to the Nazareth Room (downstairs).  Three-year-olds through second-graders attend 
worship and may exit with their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s Christian 
education.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning 
to the Sanctuary.)  After worship, families may be reunited in the Chapel.  On the first Sunday of the 
month, all children are invited to remain in worship through the entire service for Communion.  
Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your  
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.  
Alternatively, contributions may be mailed to the attention of the finance office at the church’s postal 
address.  Online giving also remains an option; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give for details.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals. 

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, 
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for 
cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
https://www.shadysidepres.org/give


Sunday, September 26, 2021 3

 PRELUDE  
From Exultate Craig Phillips

 I. Kyrie 
 II. Sanctus 
 III. Agnus Dei 
From Archangel Suite Craig Phillips

 I. Michael 

 WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
Pastor:    Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People:   Who made heaven and earth,

Pastor:    Whose steadfast love endures forever,

People:   And who will not abandon the works of His hands.

Pastor:    Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
the communion of the Holy Spirit.

People:   Amen.
Based upon Psalms 124:8 and 138:8; Philippians 1:2; and 2 Corinthians 13:13

s	 HYMN  220 
All People That on Earth Do Dwell Old Hundredth

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   

 PRECES Rachel Aarons

O Lord, open Thou our lips: And our mouth shall show forth Thy praise.  O God, make speed to 
save us: O Lord, make haste to help us.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Praise ye 
the Lord.  The Lord’s name be praised. 

Text: Book of Common Prayer, 1662

s  Those who are able are invited to stand.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.
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 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s GLORIA PATRI  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden 
from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: Cleanse 
us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, that 
with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to You, confessing our faults, 
confiding in Your grace, and finding in You our refuge and strength; through Jesus 
Christ Your Son. 

Book of Common Worship

 SILENT CONFESSION   

 KYRIE ELEISON  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson

Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the  
Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel  

before returning to the Sanctuary.)
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 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor

 SCRIPTURE 
Mark 9:38-41 page 45 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 ANTHEM  
Hear Us, O Hear Us, Lord Lee Hoiby

Hear us, O hear us, Lord; to Thee a sinner is more music, when he prays, than spheres’ or angels’ 
praises be, in panegyric alleluias; hear us, for till Thou hear us, Lord, we know not what to say; 
Thine ear to our sighs, tears, thoughts, gives voice and word.  O Thou, who Satan heard’st in 
Job’s sick day, hear Thyself now, for Thou in us dost pray.  Son of God, hear us, and since Thou by 
taking our blood, owest it us again, gain to Thyself, or us allow; and let not both us and Thyself 
be slain; O Lamb of God, which took’st our sin, which could not stick to Thee, O let it not return 
to us again; but patient and physician being free, as sin is nothing, let it nowhere be.

Text: John Donne, from A Litany, 1635

 SCRIPTURE 
Esther 7:1-10 page 448 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Dr. Sheldon W. Sorge
Out of Left Field

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  434
Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples Kingsfold

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
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 PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM 
Jubilate Deo Craig Phillips

O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before His presence 
with a song.  Be ye sure that the Lord He is God; it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves; 
we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.  O go your way into His gates with thanksgiving, 
and into His courts with praise; be thankful unto Him, and speak good of His name.  For the 
Lord is gracious; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth from generation to generation. 
 Text: Psalm 100

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.

s DOXOLOGY  (sung in unison) Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  
Alleluia!  Praise God above, ye heavenly host!  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Text: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709, alt.; with alleluias.   
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623; alt.  Harmonization: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906.  

Music from the English Hymnal, 1906, Oxford University Press.

s OFFERTORY PRAYER 

s	 HYMN  423
Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun Duke Street

s	 BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE
Alla Marcia Malcolm Archer

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 
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We welcome the Reverend Dr. Sheldon W. Sorge as our guest preacher this morning.  Dr. Sorge is the 
Executive and General Minister for Pittsburgh Presbytery.

We also welcome the return of the Chancel Choir to lead us in song during worship.  After more than a 
year of reduced voicing due to COVID-19 precautions, we rejoice that our choir was restored to full ranks 
earlier this month.  Along with the return of the entire choir, you also may notice the movements of the 
clergy and choir have changed during the opening and concluding hymns.  Masking remains in place for 
the choir as they move, and the choir will not sing in procession.  Several pews in the back of the nave and 
transepts are not available for seating to allow for the choir’s presence in this area at the conclusion of 
worship.  As a reminder, our worship leaders in the Chancel may be unmasked at times in order to carry 
out their worship responsibilities; to compensate for this necessity, we also have increased the number of 
pews which are unavailable for seating in the front of the nave, nearest the Chancel.  These modifications 
were made in cooperation with the COVID-19 Task Force, which continues to meet regularly to monitor 
data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.  We give thanks for your patience and understanding 
as we continue to adapt to the changing landscape of the pandemic, and we also give thanks that all of our 
clergy and choir are fully vaccinated.

Today in Shadyside Presbyterian Church

About This Morning’s Music

The opening choir response is a setting of the Preces, a form of prayer which is one of the oldest in Christianity.  
The Preces finds its source in the pre-Christian Hebrew prayers of the Psalms in Temple Worship.  The form 
consists of a series of short petitions by an individual, and responses by an ensemble.  The setting this morning 
is by the Wyoming composer Rachel Aarons (b. 1984).

Lee Hoiby (1926–2011) continues the neo-Classical tradition of Samuel Barber and Gian Carlo Menotti 
(under whom he studied) by writing in an almost Romantic style, forging an idiom that is both melodic and 
accessible.  He studied piano under Gunnar Johansson and Egon Petri, originally planning to become a pianist, 
but Menotti invited him to study composition at the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia.  Early on, Menotti 
recognized Hoiby’s potential, primarily in his operas.  Hoiby also wrote extensively for the solo voice, and 
penned a number of substantial anthems.

Craig Phillips (b. 1961) is a distinguished and popular American composer and organist.  His choral and organ 
music is heard throughout churches and cathedrals in the United States, Europe, and Asia.
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship at Shadyside Presbyterian Church continue to be held on-site 
and online.  All individuals are asked to wear masks while in the building.  Most church-related activities 
will continue to occur online, and the church office is open during weekday business hours.  The COVID-19 
Task Force continues to meet regularly to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.

Masking Protocol Update – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force, consistent with 
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, highly recommends wearing face 
coverings while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.  Out of care and concern for our congregation 
and community, the task force requests that we follow this guidance while inside the church building, 
including throughout the service of worship.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may 
be unmasked at times in order to carry out their worship responsibilities; to compensate for this necessity, 
we have increased the number of pews which are unavailable for seating in the front of the nave, nearest 
the Chancel.  Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the well-being of others.

Rejoicing in the Call of Our Senior Pastor – With joy and thanksgiving, Shadyside Presbyterian Church is 
delighted to welcome the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley as our twelfth Senior Pastor.  We look forward 
to the beginning of Rev. Shelley’s ministry among us on September 27.  We thank the Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC) for its faithful service to our congregation in completing its task under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit.  Please join us in offering prayers of thanksgiving to God for leading our PNC to nominate 
Rev. Shelley and for leading Rev. Shelley to follow God’s call to Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  In addition, 
please pray for Rev. Shelley and her family, for the Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill, and for our own 
church as we experience this time of transition. 

New Video Series – Shadyside Presbyterian Church has introduced a new video series helping us to get to know 
Rev. Shelley better as we begin ministry together.  The first video presents Rev. Shelley as our new pastor 
and features members of the Pastor Nominating Committee sharing insights into their search process.  In 
subsequent videos, the conversation with Rev. Shelley will continue as she discusses worship, sermons, her 
connection with our church, and more.  Facebook and YouTube users, please view, “like,” comment, and share 
the videos as they are released.  We hope this activity on social media will invite others in our community 
to share in our excitement and join us in welcoming Rev. Shelley to Shadyside.

Hurricane Ida Disaster Response – Shadyside Presbyterian Church is responding to Hurricane Ida by 
supporting Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  If you would like to make a contribution, please visit our 
online giving portal at www.shadysidepres.org/give and choose “Disaster Relief Fund” in the drop-down 
menu, or mail your check directly to the church office (payable to Shadyside Presbyterian Church) with 
“Disaster Relief” in the memo line.  The goal to receive contributions is September 30.

News and Notes
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Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  While the COVID-19 
countermeasures remain in effect, both prayer groups will meet virtually via Zoom videoconferencing.   
Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office to access the meetings.

Virtual Evening Prayer – On Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., we invite you to conclude your day with meditative 
music and prayer, livestreamed from the Sanctuary at www.shadysidepres.org/live.  This virtual offering 
will continue on Wednesday evenings through November 17.

Come to the Table: Communion Class – The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion 
Sunday, which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our siblings around the world.  We remember that, 
in the sacrament of Communion, the Lord gathers us around one table where there is room enough for 
all.  On Sunday, October 3, adults and youth are invited to explore these rich truths during the Christian 
Education hour.  Please join us in the Chapel at 10:00 a.m. for this intergenerational learning opportunity.

Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather with 
us — online or on-site — for our weekly chapel time on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  Children enjoy singing songs, 
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us.  If friends cannot join us in person, our live webcast is 
available on the church’s YouTube channel.  Previous videos may be viewed at any time throughout the week.  
We’re looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you again on October 10!  (Due to the intergenerational 
learning opportunity in the Chapel on October 3, there will be no Children’s Chapel webcast.)

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

Care and Support – Your pastors, staff, elders, deacons, and Care Team remain deeply committed to caring 
for our congregation.  We are making every effort to remain connected, especially with those who are most 
vulnerable and those who may be feeling lonely or anxious.  We encourage you to stay connected by phone, 
email, or social media.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out by any of these means if you want to talk to someone.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

Visit the Shadyside Presbyterian Church website www.shadysidepres.org for even more information. 

https://www.shadysidepres.org/live
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Sunday, September 26
Psalms 108; 150
2 Kings 17:1-18
Acts 9:36-43
Luke 5:1-11

Monday, September 27
Psalms 62; 145
2 Kings 17:24-41
1 Corinthians 7:25-31
Matthew 6:25-34

Tuesday, September 28
Psalms 12; 146
2 Chron. 29:1-3; 30:1, 10-27
1 Corinthians 7:32-40
Matthew 7:1-12

Wednesday, September 29
Psalms 96; 147:1-11
2 Kings 18:9-25
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Matthew 7:13-21

Thursday, September 30
Psalms 116; 147:12-20
2 Kings 18:28-37
1 Corinthians 9:1-15
Matthew 7:22-29

Friday, October 1
Psalms 84; 148
2 Kings 19:1-20
1 Corinthians 9:16-27
Matthew 8:1-17

Saturday, October 2
Psalms 63; 149
2 Kings 19:21-36
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Matthew 8:18-27

Sunday, October 3
Psalms 103; 150
2 Kings 20:1-21
Acts 12:1-17
Luke 7:11-17

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  September 26 – October 3  ··········

About the Cover Artwork

The artwork on the cover of today’s bulletin is an illustration by local graphic artist Mark Bender.  Developed 
as a commission by the Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) Communications Committee, this digital art, 
fully owned by the church, serves as a branding image to visually communicate the blessings of faith and 
service at SPC.  This “digital mosaic” is composed of vignettes that depict a vibrant and inclusive community 
of faith, enriching the lives of its members and welcoming any and all to join in its mission of service to God 
and to the world.  The illustration draws inspiration from the visual centerpiece of the church sanctuary, 
Rudolf Sheffler’s shimmering 1938 mosaic of the Transfigured Christ.

About the Artist:  Mark Bender is a nationally-recognized illustrator who is currently an assistant professor 
of art at Chatham University.  Mark is known for creating illustrations that give contemporary concepts 
an elegant and timeless motif.  His illustrations have been featured frequently on the covers of Pittsburgh 
Quarterly.  Mark also created the illustration which formed the basis for the Magee-Women’s Hospital 100th 
anniversary photo mosaic.  His other clients include The Boston Globe, Carnegie Mellon University, Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh, the Kelly Strayhorn Theater, the University of Pittsburgh, Heinz History Center, 
NPR, and the University of Chicago.
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Church Calendar
··········  September 26 – October 3  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online

September 26 11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)

  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Fisher Garden  (weather permitting) 

  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Youth Group) in the Parish Hall and Youth Room

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing

  4:00 p.m. COVID-19 Task Force via Zoom Videoconferencing

  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing

  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY 7:00 p.m. Virtual Evening Prayer Online

THURSDAY 5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing

  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing

  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Intergenerational Communion Class in the Chapel

October 3 11:00 a.m.  Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online  

World Communion Sunday — Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley, preaching

  12:00 p.m. Welcome Reception for the Shelley Family on the McClintock Lawn

  12:30 p.m. SPYS (Youth Group) in the Parish Hall and Youth Room

Mission Partnerships of Shadyside Presbyterian Church

The mission outreach efforts of Shadyside Presbyterian Church range from educating community youth 
and feeding the homeless, to international efforts of caring for orphans and promoting health care.  Please 
visit www.shadysidepres.org/serve-others for more information regarding the church’s local, national, 
and international mission partners.  



A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch

Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-734299. All rights reserved.

Cover Artwork: Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s “Digital Mosaic,” created by illustrator Mark Bender. 
All rights reserved by Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Lynn M. Portz, Associate Pastor for Parish Life
Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, Associate Pastor for 

Discipleship
Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor
Ellen L. Allston, Director of Christian Education for 

Children’s Ministry
Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry
Peter F. Bodnar, Director of Communications
Jane M. Boyle, Assistant Children’s Choir Director
Steven M. Bright, Hospitality Coordinator
Judy A. Brust, Accountant
Robert A. Coder, Director of Finance
Stephen M. Donnelly, Associate for Children’s Music 

Education

Della L. Ellard, Administrative Assistant
Joseph A. Figliulo, Administrative Assistant for Music 

Ministry
Ruth E. Garrett, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
Mary E. Lang, Director of the Nursery School
Dennis H. Martin, Head Sexton
Jesse B. Naus, Audio/Visual Engineer
Bobby C. Pack Jr., Sexton
Nancy M. Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita
Kaysie L. Strickland, Assistant to the Associate Pastors
Justin M. Wallace, Assistant Organist

Church Staff

World Communion Sunday

· · · · · · · · · ·   Sunday, October 3, at 11:00 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

World Communion Sunday, which originated in Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 1933, celebrates our oneness in 
Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the world, transcending boundaries of denomination, geography, 
and language.  Our observance of World Communion Sunday will include a celebration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, and the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley will preach her first sermon as our new senior pastor.
Join us for worship, followed by a welcome reception for the Shelley family under a tent on the McClintock Lawn. 


