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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome (Back) to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically  

or are gathering with us in spirit online.

As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless of your 
vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside the building 
and maintain six feet of distance from others.  The transept pews continue to offer socially distant seating 
to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated. 

If you are worshiping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing the 
form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in.  Prayer requests also may be submitted through this form.

Concerning Communion: We delight to share this holy meal, united with those worshiping from home and 
those worshiping in the Sanctuary. 
• If you are worshiping in the Sanctuary today, you may commune using elements you have brought 

from home, or you may use the pre-packaged elements available in the Narthex.  Gluten-free, vegan 
Communion wafers also are available in the Narthex for those who prefer them.

• If you are joining us remotely today, we invite you to create a worship space for yourself by preparing 
Communion elements in advance.  Consider gathering grape juice and bread; another beverage, crackers, 
or matzo also work.  Additionally, we invite you to light a candle in your worship space if it is safe to do 
so.  Even as we are physically distanced, it is the same light of Christ that shines in all our darkness. 

Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those who 
are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.

Children in Worship – Presently, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to offer nursery service, and 
there are no on-site Christian education classes.  Children should remain with their families at all times.  
Worship activity bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex at the 
back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.  After worship, please leave your hearing device 
in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.  Alternatively, 
contributions may be mailed to the attention of the finance office at the church’s postal address.  Online 
giving also remains an option; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give for details.

A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of the 
Sanctuary.  Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals.

Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church records 
its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet.  If you have a privacy concern, please see 
an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.

For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for cleaning 
and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.  
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 PRELUDE  
Two Trumpet Airs Arcangelo Corelli

Adagio John Stanley

 WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP  The Reverend Lynn M. Portz
Pastor:    The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

People:   The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

Pastor:    I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.

People:   Wait for the Lord; be strong and let your heart take courage; wait for the 
Lord!

All:    Let us worship God!
Based upon Psalm 27:1, 13-14

s	 HYMN  470
O Day of Radiant Gladness Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION   Victoria G. Wellstead Murphy

 ORISON 
Create in Me Mark A. Boyle

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from 
Your presence, and take not Thy holy spirit from me.

Text: Psalm 51:10-11

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
What shall I render to You, my Creator, for all of Your blessings to me?  You will 
accept only my whole self, all I have and all I am.  But I cannot shake off the fear 
that tempts me to hoard my life.  So I ask only for Your mercy.  Fill me with Your 
pure and heavenly love, that all my narrow selfishness may be done away, lost in the 
expanse of Your love.

Clement of Rome, d. 96

s  Those who are able are invited to stand.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.
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 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Hear and believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

s GLORIA PATRI  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 SCRIPTURE 
Isaiah 35:4-7a page 663 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SILENT CONFESSION   

 KYRIE ELEISON  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson



Sunday, September 5, 2021 5

 ANTHEM  
Soul of My Saviour Richard Shephard

Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast; Body of Christ, be Thou my saving guest; Blood of my 
Saviour, bathe me in Thy tide; wash me with water flowing from Thy side.  Strength and protection 
may Thy Passion be; O blessed Jesus, hear and answer me; deep in Thy wounds, Lord, hide and 
shelter me; so shall I never, never part from Thee.  Guard and defend me from the foe malign; in 
death’s dread moments, make me only Thine; call me and bid me come to Thee on high; when I 
may praise Thee with the saints for aye.
 Text based upon the “Anima Christi” prayer, attributed to Pope John XXII  (1249–1334)

 SCRIPTURE 
Matthew 10:24-31, 39 page 10 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Lynn M. Portz
The Most Repeated Command

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  374
Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace Dickinson College

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father by whom all things were made; who 
for us, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried, and the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 
of the Father.  And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the 
dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic 
church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.  And we look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

The Nicene Creed
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 OFFERING ANTHEM 
Lead Gently, Lord Clif Cason

Lead gently, Lord, and slow, for, oh, my steps are weak, and ever as I go, some soothing sentence 
speak; that I may turn my face through doubt’s obscurity toward Thine abiding place, e’en tho’ 
I cannot see.  For lo, the way is dark; through mist and cloud I grope, save for that fitful spark, 
the little flame of hope.  Lead gently, Lord, and slow, for fear that I may fall; I know not where to 
go unless I hear Thy call.  My fainting soul doth yearn for Thy green hills afar; so let Thy mercy 
burn, my greater guiding star!
 Text: Paul Laurence Dunbar  (1872–1906)

Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
The InvITaTIon To The Table	 The Reverend Lynn M. Portz

The eucharIsTIc Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

  . . . Therefore we praise You, joining our voices with the heavenly choirs and with all the 
faithful of every time and place, who sing to the glory of Your name:

 sancTus  (sung in unison) Mark A. Anderson
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  . . . Great is the mystery of faith: 

MeMorIal acclaMaTIon

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  . . . Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all glory and honor 

are Yours, eternal God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Words of InsTITuTIon

coMMunIon of The PeoPle  
We embody our unity in Christ through the action of partaking.  Along with the pastor, please partake 
of the bread and then the cup.

MusIc durIng coMMunIon 
Thy Feast of Love Richard Shephard

Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord, and drink the holy Blood for you outpoured.  Offered 
was He for greatest and for least, Himself the Victim, and Himself the Priest.  He, that His 
saints in this world rules and shields, to all believers life eternal yields.  With heav’nly bread 
makes them that hunger whole, gives living waters to the thirsting soul.  Approach ye, then, 
with faithful hearts sincere and take the pledges of salvation here.  O Judge of all, our only 
Saviour Thou, in Him Thy feast of love be with us now.

 Text: John Mason Neale  (1818–1866)

Prayer of resPonse and The lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.

s	 HYMN  415
Come, Labor On Ora Labora

s	 BENEDICTION

 POSTLUDE
Trumpet Tune and Air Henry Purcell

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Following the service,  
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

Soli Deo gloria! 
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About This Morning’s Music

Richard Shephard (1949–2021) was a composer, educator, and Director of Development and Chamberlain of 
York Minster.  He is recognized as one of the most prolific British composers of church music.  Dr. Shephard 
was educated at The King’s School, Gloucester, and Corpus Christi College, Cambridge.

Clif Cason (b. 1955) has been a church musician in a variety of denominations: Episcopal, Disciples of Christ, 
Congregational, and Presbyterian Church (USA).  He was an adjunct lecturer and teacher at Lexington 
Theological Seminary.  Mr. Cason studied with Madame Marie-Claire Alain and was awarded the Premier 
Prix from the Conservatoire de Rueil-Malmaison, France.  He earned degrees from the University of Kentucky 
(Bachelor of Music), University of Illinois (Master of Music), and Indiana University (Master of Library Science).

For many years, it was a tradition at Shadyside Presbyterian Church to sing “Come, Labor On” as the closing 
hymn on Labor Day weekend.  The text of “Come, Labor On” was written by Scottish author Jane Borthwick 
in 1857.  Originally seven verses, it has been reduced to four verses over the years.  The tune, Ora Labora, was 
written by T. Tertius Noble.  An Englishman by birth, Noble emigrated to the United States and served as 
organist and choirmaster at St. Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue, in New York, from 1912 to 1947.

This morning, we welcome the participation of Victoria G. Wellstead Murphy as a worship leader.  
A member of Shadyside Presbyterian Church since 2016, Victoria recently graduated from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary with her Master of Divinity degree and is a Candidate for ordination to Ministry 
of Word and Sacrament.

The Communion Chalice, Flagon, and Plate used today are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Momoko Hayase Mills, who faithfully prepared the Lord’s Table in this Sanctuary with humble 
reverence and deep love for decades.  Commissioned by Shadyside Presbyterian Church, the Communion 
set was fashioned by Deacon Garret B. Smith.  We give thanks to God both for Momoko’s caring service 
and for Garret’s talented craftsmanship.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Fall Picnic Under the Tent

· · · · · · · · · ·   Sunday, September 12, following worship  · · · · · · · · · ·

All members, guests, and students are invited to our annual fall picnic immediately following the service of 
worship on Sunday, September 12.  The picnic will be held under a tent on the McClintock Lawn, rain or shine.  
Due to COVID-19 precautions, tables will be distanced under the tent and on the church lawn.  The church also 
will provide a picnic menu; no need to bring any food — just bring yourself!  Comfortable clothing is encouraged.  
In order to help the kitchen prepare appropriately, please let us know that you plan to join us; contact the church 

office or RSVP online at www.shadysidepres.org/picnic by Wednesday, September 8.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/picnic
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Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship at Shadyside Presbyterian Church continue to be held on-site 
and online.  All individuals are asked to wear masks while in the building.  Most church-related activities 
will continue to occur online, and the church office is open during weekday business hours.  The COVID-19 
Task Force continues to meet regularly to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.

Masking Protocol Update – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force, consistent with 
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, highly recommends wearing face 
coverings while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.  Out of care and concern for our congregation 
and community, the task force requests that we follow this guidance while inside the church building, 
including throughout the service of worship.  Please be aware that our worship leaders in the Chancel may 
be unmasked at times in order to carry out their worship responsibilities; to compensate for this necessity, 
we have increased the number of pews which are unavailable for seating in the front of the nave, nearest 
the Chancel.  Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the well-being of others.

Rejoicing in the Call of Our Senior Pastor – With joy and thanksgiving, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
is delighted to announce that the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley has accepted the call to serve as our 
twelfth Senior Pastor.  We thank the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) for its faithful service to our 
congregation in completing its task under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We look forward to the beginning 
of Rev. Shelley’s ministry among us on September 27.  In the weeks ahead, we will continue to prepare for 
the Shelley family’s arrival by sharing a series of introductory videos.  Please join us in offering prayers of 
thanksgiving to God for leading our PNC to nominate Rev. Shelley and for leading Rev. Shelley to follow 
God’s call to Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  In addition, please pray for Rev. Shelley and her family, for 
the Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill, and for our own church as we enter this time of transition.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  While the COVID-19 
countermeasures remain in effect, both prayer groups will meet virtually via Zoom videoconferencing.   
Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office to access the meetings.

Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather 
remotely with us for our weekly online chapel time on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  Children enjoy singing songs, 
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us.  Chapel worship streams live through the church’s 
YouTube channel.  Previous videos also are available to view at any time throughout the week.  We’re looking 
forward to celebrating Jesus with you on September 12, when we will begin welcoming friends on-site again!  
(Due to the Labor Day holiday, there will be no chapel on September 5.)

News and Notes

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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Women at the Well – Women of all ages are welcome to gather with the “Women at the Well” for in-depth Bible 
study, discussion, and fellowship.  This fall, we are exploring The Names of God: His Character Revealed,  
by Melissa Spoelstra.  Beginning Thursday, September 9, the group will gather virtually via Zoom 
videoconferencing from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  In general, we meet on the second and fourth Thursday of each 
month, but check the calendar for exceptions.  Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church 
office for additional information, including instructions to access the meeting.

Christian Education classes for all ages resume on Sunday, September 12, at 10:00 a.m.  Children are invited 
to join us in the Chapel; parents are welcome to remain with children if they desire.  Adults may choose 
to participate in our curriculum conversations in the Parlor, which will continue throughout September.  
This week, we also will invite all adults to take our forthcoming survey about education programming.

Virtual Evening Prayer – On Wednesday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m., Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
invites you to conclude your day with meditative music and prayer, livestreamed from the Sanctuary at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live.  This virtual offering will continue on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. through 
November 17.

Guest Preachers – On Sunday, September 19, the Reverend Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel will preach during the 
service of worship at 11:00 a.m. An ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), the Reverend Dr. van Driel occupies the Directors’ Bicentennial Chair in Theology at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary. On Sunday, September 26, the Reverend Dr. Sheldon W. Sorge will preach during 
the service of worship at 11:00 a.m. The Reverend Dr. Sorge is the Executive and General Minister for 
Pittsburgh Presbytery. Please join us in welcoming them as they return to Shadyside’s pulpit later this month.

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

Care and Support – Your pastors, staff, elders, deacons, and Care Team remain deeply committed to caring 
for our congregation.  We are making every effort to remain connected, especially with those who are most 
vulnerable and those who may be feeling lonely or anxious.  We encourage you to stay connected by phone, 
email, or social media.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out by any of these means if you want to talk to someone.

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to video and audio recordings of worship.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/live
https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Church Calendar
··········  September 5 – 12  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m. Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary and Online
September 5 12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Fisher Garden  (weather permitting)

MONDAY  Office Closed

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing
  4:00 p.m. COVID-19 Task Force via Zoom Videoconferencing
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing
  8:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry Informational Meeting via Zoom Videoconferencing

THURSDAY 10:30 a.m. “Women at the Well” Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing
  5:30 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing
  7:30 p.m. Children’s Ministry Informational Meeting via Zoom Videoconferencing

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Children’s Chapel in the Chapel and Online
September 12 10:00 a.m. Adult Christian Education Curriculum Conversations in the Parlor
  11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary and Online  

Rev. Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching
  11:15 a.m. Children’s Christian Education in the Chapel  (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
  12:00 p.m. Fellowship Event: Fall Picnic Under the Tent on the McClintock Lawn 

Sunday, September 5
Psalms 103; 150
1 Kings 12:21-33
Acts 4:18-31
John 10:31-42

Monday, September 6
Psalms 5; 145
1 Kings 13:1-10
Philippians 1:1-11
Mark 15:40-47

Tuesday, September 7
Psalms 42; 146
1 Kings 16:23-34
Philippians 1:12-30
Mark 16:1-8 (9-20)

Wednesday, September 8
Psalms 89:1-18; 147:1-11
1 Kings 17:1-24
Philippians 2:1-11
Matthew 2:1-12

Thursday, September 9
Psalms 97; 147:12-20
1 Kings 18:1-19
Philippians 2:12-30
Matthew 2:13-23

Friday, September 10
Psalms 51; 148
1 Kings 18:20-40
Philippians 3:1-16
Matthew 3:1-12

Saturday, September 11
Psalms 104; 149
1 Kings 18:41–19:8
Philippians 3:17–4:7
Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday, September 12
Psalms 19; 150
1 Kings 19:8-21
Acts 5:34-42
John 11:45-57

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  September 5 – 12  ··········



A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate  
the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith  

that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch
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