
Introducing the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley and Her Family
In last month’s issue of the Church 
Mouse, we joyfully announced 
the news that the Reverend 
Austin Crenshaw Shelley has 
accepted the call to serve as 
our twelfth Senior Pastor. We 
look forward to the beginning 
of her ministry among us later 
this month on September 27. In 
this issue of the newsletter, we 
anticipate her arrival by sharing a 
little more about her background 
and her family.

Rev. Shelley comes to us from the 
Presbyterian Church of Chestnut 
Hill (PCCH) in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where she has 
served as an associate minister 
for the past nine years. Austin was ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament at PCCH in 
October 2012. During her time as Associate Minister of Christian Education, she enjoyed partnering 
with church members and staff to strengthen the church’s commitment to Christian education, 
mission and outreach, and sacred music and the arts. 

Continued on page 4
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Giving Thanks for the Ministry of the Reverend Todd E. Leach
In late July, the Reverend Todd E. Leach shared the news that 
God has called him to serve as the Senior Pastor of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Buffalo, New York. As we, the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, bid farewell to Rev. Leach last month, we 
remember with gratitude all the ways his ministry has shaped our 
identity as a church and prepared us to enter the future God has 
planned for us. We will deeply miss Todd; his wife, Linda; and their 
daughters, Nadia and Dhini. Yet we also celebrate their faithful 
response to God’s call and give thanks for the incredible ways 
God will work in and through them to bless their new church and 
community.

Todd served as our Associate Pastor for Missions for almost fourteen years. In that time, we were 
abundantly blessed by his wise and visionary leadership, his caring heart, his thoughtful and inspiring 
preaching and teaching, and, most of all, his great love for Christ and for our church. Todd challenged 
us to think differently about engaging our community and the world beyond, encouraging us to see 
Christ at work and to participate in that work by building partnerships with God’s people in new and 
exciting ways.

Continued on page 3

Above: The Shelley Family. Photograph taken by Brian Russo.

https://www.shadysidepres.org
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PASTORS’ MESSAGE

New Beginnings: Beyond Our Hopes
I must admit, I am ready to be done with this whole pandemic 
situation. In last month’s issue of the Church Mouse, the Reverend 
Todd Leach encouraged us to think of our emergence from this 
pandemic as an opportunity to enter into new life in Christ. I realize, 
though, that I tend to have pretty clear expectations for what this 
new life is supposed to look like — or at least what it should not 
look like. I think we all do. And I think much of that expectation is 
good and faithful. As those who pray, study God’s Word, and gather 
in worship, we have imaginations that are at least beginning to be 
shaped by God’s plans for this world — plans for peace and justice, 
for reconciliation and the gathering of community. But then, the 
realities of this pandemic just keep confronting us with new understanding, new virus variants, new 
dangers — and, necessarily, new approaches to life in the church. 

I had hoped that when the time came for me to write this message, I would be able to joyfully write 
of a return to normal. I had hoped that we would be able to begin this new program year with a 
full resurgence of all our treasured practices and traditions in the unmodified form of pre-pandemic 
years. I imagined sharing a potluck meal on the McClintock Property at our annual Tent Event, 
kicking off Sunday Christian education classes for all ages here at the church, regular Wednesday 
evening vespers in the chapel, and youth group gatherings that aren’t relentlessly determined by the 
weather. In my hopeful imagination, worship this month would bring the return of a full Chancel Choir 
processing from the narthex as God gathers us in praise and then processing back to the narthex 
during a grand closing hymn, as God leads us back out to love and serve in the world. In my mind’s 
eye, classrooms and pews — indeed, every corner of the church — would be filled with all your faces 
that I so long to see. I had hoped … .

Long ago, two of Jesus’ disciples walked along the road to Emmaus shrouded in grief over the death 
of their teacher and friend. Luke 24:15 tells us that “Jesus Himself came near, but their eyes were 
kept from recognizing Him.” And telling Him of all that had taken place, they confessed, “But we had 
hoped that He was the One to redeem Israel” (verse 21). I wonder how often my own hopes have kept 
me from recognizing Christ. 

Since it was getting late, the disciples invited Him to stay with them. 
“When He was at the table with them, He took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight” (verses 30-
31). Only then were they able to look back upon their journey and 
see that it was Christ who had walked the road of grief with them. 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while He was talking to us 
on the road, while He was opening the Scripture to us?” (verse 32). 

Friends, Christ is still with us — the unexpected companion along 
the way through discouragement and frustration and repeatedly 
dashed hopes. We had hoped this time would look different. But 
let us not allow our hopes to keep us from recognizing Christ on 
this road with us. And let us not place our hope in a return to old 
patterns and expectations. Rather, with joy and wonder let us allow 
our eyes to be opened to and our imaginations shaped by the new 
thing Christ is doing.

In Christ,

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith 
Associate Pastor

Above: Two panels from the “Road to 
Emmaus” art glass window in the north 
transept of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church sanctuary depict the risen Christ’s 
appearance to His disciples (Luke 24:13-
35). A gift from Mr. and Mrs. Wallace H. 
Rowe in honor of the church’s founders 
for the fiftieth anniversary of the church, 
the window was designed by the Gorham 
Company of New York, 1916. Photograph 
taken by Len Levasseur.

Note: Your associate pastors have shared this space on a rotating basis during the final months  
of the interim period. Next month’s issue of the Church Mouse will feature our first  

newsletter message from our new Senior Pastor, the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley.
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Women at the Well Fall Study: The Names of God
Women of all ages are welcome to gather with the “Women at 
the Well” for in-depth Bible study, discussion, and fellowship. 
Friendships and connections grow deeper when we share the 
Scriptures in study and prayer. 

This fall, we are exploring The Names of God: His Character Revealed, 
by Melissa Spoelstra. The six-week study delves deeper into God’s 
names, including Yahweh, Jesus, Holy Spirit, El, Abba, and Elohim.  

Beginning Thursday, September 9, the group will gather from 
10:30 a.m. to noon. In general, we meet on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month, but check the calendar for exceptions. 
We hope to meet in person, but, if the church has not opened for 
activities by that date, we will continue meeting virtually via Zoom 
videoconferencing. Questions? Please contact Deacon Connie 
Coffelt through the church office.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Welcoming Joe Figliulo
In August, Joseph A. Figliulo joined the church staff as an administrative assistant for Music Ministry. 
In this new role, Joe will support the activities of the music office, including the Music in a Great Space  
concert series. Please join us in welcoming Joe to our staff!

A native of Western New York, Joe is an accomplished trumpet 
player and Executive Director of the European Union Studies 
Association. He is currently co-principal trumpet of the Edgewood 
Symphony Orchestra, and was featured as a soloist in Bach’s second 
Brandenburg Concerto. 

Joe is a founding member of the Shadyside Brass, winners of the 
Pittsburgh Concert Society Major Artists Competition and former 
artists-in-residence at Heinz Memorial Chapel. He also has 
performed with Undercroft Opera, Stage 62 Theater, and in the 
pit for numerous musicals throughout Western Pennsylvania. He 
is a graduate of the University of Kentucky, where he studied with 
Vincent DiMartino, and the University of Pittsburgh.

Joe and his wife, Tricia, reside in the Regent Square neighborhood of Pittsburgh with their two dogs.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Above: Joe Figliulo

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Giving Thanks for the Ministry of the Reverend Todd E. Leach — continued from page 1

Linda also blessed us in the ways she freely shared her love for the children in our midst, as well as 
her gifts of teaching, hospitality, and compassion. We have also had the joy of watching Nadia and 
Dhini grow from toddlers to teenagers, and we so appreciate the ways they have given of themselves 
in friendship, caring, and service. 

The Leaches’ last day with us was Sunday, August 8. Following worship, a special meeting of the 
congregation acted on Rev. Leach’s request that his pastoral relationship with Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church be dissolved effective August 31 and be so recommended to Pittsburgh Presbytery.

After the congregational meeting, an outdoor farewell fellowship with the Leach family in the Fisher 
Garden provided us with the opportunity to celebrate their time among us, and to thank them for all 
they have meant to our church and community. Members and friends, including representatives from 
many of our mission partners, gathered to express appreciation and offer well wishes to the Leaches.

Together, we lift Todd, Linda, Nadia, and Dhini in prayer as they transition to their new home, church, 
schools, and city. We know that Christ meets them there, having already prepared for them a season 
of continued growth in their love of Christ and participation in His ministry.
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A Warm Welcome
As Shadyside Presbyterian Church looks forward to the arrival of our new Senior Pastor, we encourage you 
to review a list of ways to contribute to a warm welcome for the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley and her 
family. We hope these suggestions may even inspire additional ideas beyond those listed to help surround 
the Shelleys with Christian love in our hospitable community of faith as they begin their ministry among us. 

Visit the church website to get started: www.shadysidepres.org/ways-to-welcome.

Fall Picnic Under the Tent 
Sunday, September 12, following worship

The Parish Life Ministry Team would like to invite 
all members, guests, and students to our annual 
fall picnic immediately following the service of 
worship on Sunday, September 12. The picnic 
will be held under a tent on the McClintock Lawn, 
rain or shine. Due to COVID-19 precautions, 
tables will be distanced under the tent and on 
the church lawn. The church also will provide 
a picnic menu; no need to bring any food — 
just bring yourself! Comfortable clothing is 
encouraged. In order to help the kitchen prepare 
appropriately, please let us know that you plan 
to join us; contact the church office or RSVP 
online at www.shadysidepres.org/picnic by 
Wednesday, September 8.

PARISH LIFE

Above: The annual fall picnic under the tent in September 2019, 
prior to pandemic precautions. Photograph taken by Nick Conti.

Introducing the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley and Her Family — continued from page 1

After earning her Bachelor of Arts degree in English literature and studio art from Columbia College in 
South Carolina, Austin received her Master of Divinity and Master of Theology degrees from Princeton 
Theological Seminary, where she currently continues her studies as a Ph.D. candidate in homiletics. 
Prior to attending seminary, Austin began her journey toward a second career in professional ministry 
as the Director of Youth Ministries at Lake Murray Presbyterian Church in South Carolina. Her first 
career as a teacher of visual art, Spanish, Latin, and gifted students’ programming turned out to be 
pivotal in preparing her for her passions in ministry: children’s ministry, ministry in the public square, 
writing, teaching, and preaching.

In 2014, Austin joined the governing board of Young Clergy Women International, serving as 
managing editor of Fidelia, the organization’s online magazine, until her graduation from the group in 
2019. Since that time, she has enjoyed writing poetry, sermons, and articles for various publications, 
including The Christian Century; Connections; and Preaching as Resistance: Voices of Hope, Justice, and 
Solidarity, edited by Phil Snider.

Austin is the oldest of ten siblings, born in rural South Carolina and 
raised by her mother and grandparents on a tiny family farm. At age 17, 
she left home for The South Carolina Governor’s School for Creative 
Writing, where she first met Mark, whom she would (much later) 
marry. Previously an elementary school principal, Mark recently 
became the Executive Director of Academics for the Environmental 
Charter School in Pittsburgh. We hear he makes perfect banana 
pudding and sweet tea, so the Mouse eagerly awaits the first post-
pandemic potluck. 

Together Austin and Mark are kept young by parenting four 
vivacious children, ages 18, 15, 8, and 3. The Shelleys also care for 
three mischievous cats and an adorable border collie puppy.

Please continue to pray for Rev. Shelley and her family, for the Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill, 
and for our own church throughout this time of transition. 

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

Above: Austin and the newest member of 
the Shelley family. Photo by Brian Russo.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Guest Preachers in September

Above: Reverend Dr. Sheldon W. SorgeAbove: Reverend Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel

In September, we welcome the following guest preachers during 
the service of worship at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary and online at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live:

Sunday, September 19: Reverend Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel
The Reverend Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel occupies the Directors’ 
Bicentennial Chair in Theology at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 
He teaches mainly in Christology, ecclesiology, and the interaction 
between Biblical studies and theology. The Reverend Dr. van Driel 
is deeply invested in helping the Church think about its existence 
and calling as it moves into an increasingly post-Christian world.

An ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), Dr. van Driel served on the Church’s committee that 
produced the denomination’s new hymnal, Glory to God. He was the 
primary writer of the committee’s “Theological Vision Statement” 
and “A Statement on Language,” and also served on the Editorial 
Advisory Board of the Book of Common Worship. Dr.  van  Driel 
is also involved with the PC(USA)’s 1001 New Worshiping 
Communities and serves as an advisor to the seminary’s Church 
Planting Initiative. He is a member of the International Research 
Consortium, which researches missional congregations.

Dr. van Driel is the author of Incarnation Anyway: Arguments for 
Supralapsarian Christology (Oxford University Press, 2008) and 
Rethinking Paul: Protestant Theology and Pauline Exegesis (Cambridge 
University Press, 2021). His work has been published in academic 
journals and in popular magazines such as Christian Century, Call to 
Worship, and The Presbyterian Outlook.

Edwin earned a Bachelor of Divinity in theology, a Master of 
Divinity, and a Master of Philosophy from Utrecht University; as 
well as a Master of Arts, a Master of Philosophy, and a Ph.D. in 
religious studies from Yale University.

Sunday, September 26: Reverend Dr. Sheldon W. Sorge
The Reverend Dr. Sheldon W. Sorge is the Executive and General 
Minister for Pittsburgh Presbytery. Before his election to this 
office in 2009, he was a pastor of congregations in North Carolina, 
Virginia, and West Virginia, and served the Theology and Worship 
Office of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in Louisville, Kentucky. He 
is married to the Reverend Dr. Tammy Wiens, who serves as Director 
of Christian Education and Christian Formation for the National 
Council of Churches. Together they enjoy writing and performing 
music, rail-to-trail bicycle rides, and long walks on golf courses.

Organ Update
The Chancel organ project was 
completed in late August. The 
comprehensive work entailed 
cleaning and re-plastering dam-
aged walls inside the chambers 
above the pulpit; removing and 
cleaning the majority of the 
pipework; and re-voicing the 
reeds (trumpets, oboe, clari-
net, krumhorn, vox humana, 
bassoon, and trombone) in the 
Kegg Organ Company’s Ohio 
workshop. The two chambers 
behind the choir pews on both 
sides of the Chancel — which 
start at the floor and go all the 
way up to the top of the Chancel 
arch at ceiling level — were 
cleaned. We also replaced the 
failing computer system in the 
main console which was more 
than twenty-five years old.

We are deeply grateful for the 
generosity of individual donors 
in the congregation as well as 
the Trustees, who put aside 
money to ensure the upkeep on 
the instrument was possible. 

Next year the organ in the rear 
gallery (installed in 1973) will 
undergo a similar cleaning, 
repair, and re-voicing, as well 
as re-leathering of 1,200 of the 
individual pipe pallets which 
have deteriorated over the past 
forty-eight years.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Right: Detail of Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s “Digital Mosaic,” created by illustrator 
Mark Bender. All rights reserved by Shadyside Presbyterian Church.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Pre-registration is no longer required for on-site Sunday worship;  
visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current for the latest 

worship precaution updates. Online worship will continue.
Sunday, September 5, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Sunday, September 12, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching 

The Fall Picnic Under the Tent follows worship;  
please see the article on page 4.

Sunday, September 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel, preaching 

Please see the article on page 5.

Sunday, September 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Sheldon W. Sorge, preaching 

Please see the article on page 5.

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

View our worship livestream at www.shadysidepres.org/live  
If you are not able to gather on-site with us,  

we hope you will gather with us in spirit.

Virtual Evening Prayer
Wednesdays, September 15, 22, and 29, at 7:00 p.m. 
Conclude your day with meditative music and prayer  

in this virtual offering, livestreamed from the Sanctuary  
at www.shadysidepres.org/live. Virtual evening prayer will 

continue on Wednesdays until Thanksgiving Eve, November 24.
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COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Wednesday, September 1 
October issue

Friday, October 1 
November issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Children Welcome!
In-person activities on Sundays 
for children under age 12 are 
set to resume on Sunday, 
September 12, from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon. Children’s Chapel at 
10:00 a.m. will welcome friends 
on-site and will continue to 
stream online. Nursery care 
during worship also will resume. 
Families are encouraged to 
contact Ellen Allston through 
the church office for updates. 
Due to vaccination limitations 
among this age group, staff, 
volunteers, and children will 
remain masked for safety.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/register

