Welcome (Back) to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful you have joined us in worship today, whether you are present with us physically
or are gathering with us in spirit online.
As God calls us to care for one another and our community, we highly recommend that, regardless

of your vaccination status, you wear face coverings over your nose and mouth at all times while inside
the building and maintain six feet of distance from others. The transept pews continue to offer
socially distant seating to maintain a safer area for those who are not vaccinated.
If you are worshipping with us virtually, please let us know you joined us online today by completing
the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in. Prayer requests also may be submitted via this form.
Prayer Request Cards are available in the pews and in the Narthex for you to share the names of those

who are sick or in need of intercessory prayer, as well as prayers of joy and thanksgiving.
Children in Worship – Presently, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to offer nursery service,

and there are no on-site Christian education classes. Children should remain with their families
at all times. Worship bags and a bulletin insert designed for children are available in the Narthex.
Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex

at the back of the Sanctuary. Please see an usher for assistance. After worship, please leave your
hearing device in the pew so that we can collect it and properly sanitize it.
Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.

Alternatively, contributions may be mailed to the attention of the finance office at the church’s postal
address. Online giving also remains an option; please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give for details.
A video feed of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the back of

the Sanctuary. Maximum occupancy in the Craig Room is limited to four individuals.
Livestreaming Notice – In order to extend the reach of God’s Word, Shadyside Presbyterian Church

records its services of worship and broadcasts them live on the internet. If you have a privacy concern,
please see an usher to be directed to a seating area where you may avoid being visible to our cameras.
For Your Safety – Please know that the church is committed to following the COVID-19 protocols for

cleaning and sanitizing the Sanctuary, both before and after each service.

! Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.
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Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.
Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.

PRELUDE

“There Is a Spirit That Delights to Do No Evil . . .”
“. . . No darkness at all . . .”
Song of Peace

Ned Rorem
Ned Rorem
Craig Phillips

WELCOME		

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz

UPDATE FROM THE COVID-19 TASK FORCE

Elder Robert B. Luthultz

CALL TO WORSHIP		

Leader: 		How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts!
People: 	Happy are those who live in Your house, ever singing Your praise.
Leader: 		For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
People: 	The Lord is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor.
Leader: 		No good thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly.
All: 		O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in You.
Based upon Psalm 84:1, 4, 10a, 11-12
s

HYMN 150

Come, Christians, Join to Sing
s

PRAYER OF ADORATION

Madrid
Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor

ORISON

Almighty and Everlasting God
Mark A. Boyle
Almighty and everlasting God, who in Christ has revealed Your glory among the nations,
preserve the works of Your mercy, that Your Church throughout the world may persevere with
steadfast faith in the confession of Your name. Through the Living Christ. Alleluia!
Text: The Book of Common Prayer

s

Those who are able are invited to stand.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden from
us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: Cleanse
us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, that
with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to You, confessing our faults,
confiding in Your grace, and finding in You our refuge and strength; through Jesus
Christ Your Son.

Book of Common Worship

SILENT CONFESSION
KYRIE ELEISON (sung in unison)

Mark A. Anderson

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Pastor: 		
People:		
s

Hear and believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

GLORIA PATRI (sung in unison)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
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Mark A. Anderson

SCRIPTURE

Ephesians 6:10-20
Pastor: 		 The Word of the Lord.
People:		 Thanks be to God.

page 195 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

ANTHEM

Love Bade Me Welcome
Arlen Clarke
Love bade me welcome, yet my soul drew back, guilty of dust and sin. But quick-eyed Love,
observing me grow slack from my first entrance in, drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning if I
lacked anything. “A guest,” I answered, “worthy to be here.” Love said, “You shall be he.” “I, the
unkind, the ungrateful? Ah, my dear, I cannot look on Thee.” Love took my hand and smiling
did reply, “Who made the eyes but I?” “Truth, Lord, but I have marred them; let my shame go
where it doth deserve.” “And know you not,” says Love, “who bore the blame? My dear, then I will
serve. You must sit down,” says Love, “and taste My meat.” So I did sit and eat.
Text: George Herbert (1593–1633)
SCRIPTURE

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-21
Pastor: 		 The Word of the Lord.
People:		 Thanks be to God.
SERMON

page 215 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz

Paved with Good Intentions
s

HYMN OF RESPONSE 261

God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us
s

O quanta qualia

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
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PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
OFFERING ANTHEM

Source and Fount of All Creation
Robert Benson
Source and Fount of all creation, pour Thy Spirit from above on the bearers of Thine image,
offspring of a human love. Human hopes and human graces break beneath the weight of sin;
fear and envy wrench asunder world without and self within. Human love is unavailing counterweight to sin and strife; Love of God alone can hold us on the way that leads to life. Praised be God,
whose Son our Savior human nature has restored, living, dying, raised in glory, to the likeness
of its Lord. Trace, O Christ, salvation’s pattern, God and sinner reconciled, in an all-embracing
story: New creation, newborn child. Word incarnate, world’s Redeemer, here in us Thy work
repeat, signed and sealed Thine own forever, till the pattern stands complete. Alleluia! Christ
our Savior, nature’s poet, nature’s priest, through life’s troubled waters bring us to the Eucharistic
feast. There rejoicing saint and sinner praise the Lord of time and space, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, Fount of being, Source of grace.
Text: Peter Baelz (1923–2000)
Offerings may be dropped off in the offering plate as you depart the Sanctuary this morning.
s

DOXOLOGY (sung in unison)

Lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia!
Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly host! Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Text: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709, alt.; with alleluias.
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623; alt. Harmonization: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906.
Music from the English Hymnal, 1906, Oxford University Press.
s

OFFERTORY PRAYER

s

HYMN 224

Bless the Lord, My Soul and Being
s

Rustington

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Postlude
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George Dyson

Soli Deo gloria!
Thank you for worshipping with us today! Following the service,
please continue your social distancing once outside the Sanctuary.

About This Morning’s Music
Ned Rorem (b. 1923) is a Pulitzer prize-winning American composer. The organ pieces played this morning
are excerpted from his collection A Quaker Reader, a work abounding in literary references, which combines
the composer’s silent and simplistic Quaker sensibilities with a more mystic Catholic sound. The work was
commissioned by Alice Tully and premiered by Leonard Raver in Alice Tully Hall in 1977.
A distinguished and popular American composer and organist, Craig Phillips serves as Director of Music at
All Saints’ Church, Beverly Hills.
A native of Connecticut, Mark A. Boyle is Associate Professor of Music and Director of Choral and Vocal
Activities at Seton Hill University and Conductor of the Pittsburgh Compline Choir. He holds degrees
from Rutgers University (Doctor of Musical Arts) and Ball State University (Master of Music and Bachelor
of Music). Mark is active in many areas of the American Choral Directors Association, and as a conductor,
soloist, composer, and clinician. He and his wife, Jane, have sung with the Shadyside Presbyterian Church
Chancel Choir since 2013.
Conductor, composer, and singer Arlen Clarke (b. 1954) was born in upstate New York. He graduated from
Belhaven College in Jackson, Mississippi, and Texas Christian University. He serves as Director of Choral
Activities at Belhaven College. Currently, he lives in Greenville, South Carolina, and is the Director of Music
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. In addition to composing, he maintains an active schedule as a conductor,
singer, vocal coach, choral clinician, and adjudicator.
American Robert Benson (b. 1942) is an organist, choral conductor, and composer in the Cincinnati area. His
compositions for choir, organ, and other instruments have been published by numerous American publishers
and performed throughout the United States and Europe.
George Dyson (1883–1964) was a student of Hubert Parry and Charles Villiers Stanford at the Royal College
of Music in London, where, in 1938, he became the school’s director.

Mission Partnerships of Shadyside Presbyterian Church
The mission outreach efforts of Shadyside Presbyterian Church range from educating community youth
and feeding the homeless, to international efforts of caring for orphans and promoting health care. Please
visit www.shadysidepres.org/serve-others for more information regarding the church’s local, national,
and international mission partners.
Sunday, August 22, 2021
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News and Notes
Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual
friendship pad. Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit. Thank you!
Current COVID-19 Status – Services of worship at Shadyside Presbyterian Church continue to be held on-site

and online. All individuals are asked to wear masks while in the building. Most church-related activities
will continue to occur online, and the church office is open during weekday business hours. The COVID-19
Task Force continues to meet regularly to monitor data and to prayerfully discern our path forward.
Masking Protocol Update – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church COVID-19 Task Force, consistent with

guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, highly recommends wearing face
coverings while indoors, regardless of vaccination status. Out of care and concern for our congregation and
community, the task force requests that we follow this guidance while inside the church building, including
throughout the service of worship. Thank you for your patience and for prioritizing the well-being of others.
Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God. If
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these
same times. This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another. While the COVID-19
countermeasures remain in effect, both prayer groups will meet virtually via Zoom videoconferencing.
Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office to access the meetings.
Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather

remotely with us for our weekly online chapel time on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Children enjoy singing songs,
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us. Chapel worship streams live through the church’s
YouTube channel. Previous videos also are available to view at any time throughout the week. We’re looking
forward to celebrating Jesus with you!
Guest Preacher – On Sunday, August 29, the Reverend Dr. Angela Dienhart Hancock will preach during the

service of worship at 11:00 a.m. An ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church
(USA), Rev. Dr. Hancock serves as associate professor of homiletics and worship at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. Please join us in welcoming her as she returns to Shadyside’s pulpit next week.
Women at the Well – Women of all ages are welcome to gather with the “Women at the Well” for in-depth Bible

study, discussion, and fellowship. This fall, we are exploring The Names of God: His Character Revealed,
by Melissa Spoelstra. Beginning Thursday, September 9, the group will gather from 10:30 a.m. to noon. In
general, we meet on the second and fourth Thursday of each month, but check the calendar for exceptions.
We hope to meet in person, but, if the church has not opened for activities by that date, we will continue
meeting via Zoom. Questions? Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office.
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Rejoicing in the Call of Our Senior Pastor – With joy and thanksgiving, Shadyside Presbyterian Church

is delighted to announce that the Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley has accepted the call to serve as our
twelfth Senior Pastor. We thank the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) for its faithful service to our
congregation in completing its task under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We look forward to the beginning
of Rev. Shelley’s ministry among us on September 27. Please join us in offering prayers of thanksgiving
to God for leading our PNC to nominate Rev. Shelley and for leading Rev. Shelley to follow God’s call to
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. In addition, please pray for Rev. Shelley and her family, for the Presbyterian
Church of Chestnut Hill, and for our own church as we enter this time of transition.
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Meal Train Ministry provides meals for individuals or families in need.

As needs arise, such as the celebration of a new baby or recuperation after surgery, Meal Train Ministry
members are notified by email and invited to sign up through an online calendar if they are available to
cook. Volunteers may either deliver the meal, or bring it frozen to the church for someone else to deliver.
We are always looking for more cooks, and you are welcome to participate as your schedule allows. If you
do not cook, or if you would prefer to provide a “contact-free” meal during COVID-19, another great way
to participate would be to utilize delivery from Grubhub, DoorDash, a local restaurant, or a grocery store.
For more information or to sign up, please contact Deacon Jan Collins by email: spchelpers@gmail.com.
PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests. If you or a

loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org. Confidentiality, if
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.
Care and Support – Your pastors, staff, elders, deacons, and Care Team remain deeply committed to caring

for our congregation. We are making every effort to remain connected, especially with those who are most
vulnerable and those who may be feeling lonely or anxious. We encourage you to stay connected by phone,
email, or social media. Please don’t hesitate to reach out by any of these means if you want to talk to someone.
eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful
stewardship. Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution;
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift. Thank you for

faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.
The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.
The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information

about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to video and audio recordings of worship.
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About the Cover Image
We, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.
·········· Romans 12:5 ··········
The Communications Committee is pleased to highlight both the spiritual depth and visual impact of
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s graphic signature, pictured on the back cover in its entirety and incorporated
partially in the cover artwork of this morning’s bulletin. We believe it makes a dynamic statement about our
church and faith, using profound scriptural imagery and evoking a unique aesthetic feature of our sacred space.
Worship is the core of our Christ-centered congregation. Appropriately, our graphic signature draws
inspiration from the visual centerpiece of our worship space: Rudolf Sheffler’s shimmering mosaic of the
Transfigured Christ. Just as in the apse of our chancel, where innumerable individual tiles form an image of
Jesus Christ, so, too, our graphic serves as an illustration of the biblical passage quoted above: In the church,
many members unite to comprise one body in Christ. The graphic, in the shape of a cross, is formed by a
collection of distinct pieces surrounding a common center: the bright light of Jesus. Indeed, rather than merely
representing fixed, static mosaic tiles, the image also emits energy and movement, befitting our missionminded and actively caring congregation. Considered as a whole, the glowing, growing cruciform imparts an
impression of ongoing expansion, recalling our church’s vision of continually building Christian community.

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
·········· August 22 – 29 ··········
Sunday, August 22

Tuesday, August 24

Thursday, August 26

Saturday, August 28

Psalms 67; 150
2 Samuel 24:1-2, 10-25
Galatians 3:23–4:7
John 8:12-20

Psalms 54; 146
1 Kings 1:32–2:4 (5-46a) 46b
Acts 26:24–27:8
Mark 13:28-37

Psalms 143; 147:12-20
1 Kings 3:16-28
Acts 27:27-44
Mark 14:12-26

Psalms 122; 149
1 Kings 7:51–8:21
Acts 28:17-31
Mark 14:43-52

Monday, August 23

Wednesday, August 25

Friday, August 27

Sunday, August 29

Psalms 57; 145
1 Kings 1:(1-4) 5-31
Acts 26:1-23
Mark 13:14-27

Psalms 65; 147:1-11
1 Kings 3:1-15
Acts 27:9-26
Mark 14:1-11

Psalms 88; 148
1 Kings 5:1–6:1, 7
Acts 28:1-16
Mark 14:27-42

Psalms 108; 150
1 Kings 8:22-30 (31-40)
1 Timothy 4:7b-16
John 8:47-59
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Church Calendar
·········· August 22 – 29 ··········
TODAY
August 22

11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary and Online
Time of Fellowship in the Fisher Garden (weather permitting)

TUESDAY
		
		
		
		

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Nursery School Board of Trustees in the Stamy Room
Morning Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing
COVID-19 Task Force via Zoom Videoconferencing
Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

THURSDAY
		

5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing
Evening Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing

SATURDAY

9:00 a.m.

Off the Floor Pittsburgh Retreat via Zoom Videoconferencing

SUNDAY
August 29
		

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Children’s Chapel on YouTube
Worship in the Sanctuary and Online — Rev. Dr. Angela D. Hancock, preaching
Time of Fellowship in the Fisher Garden (weather permitting)

Fall Picnic Under the Tent
·········· Sunday, September 12, following worship ··········
All members, guests, and students are invited to our annual fall picnic immediately following the service of
worship on Sunday, September 12. The picnic will be held under a tent on the McClintock Lawn, rain or shine.
Due to COVID-19 precautions, tables will be distanced under the tent and on the church lawn. The church also
will provide a picnic menu; no need to bring any food — just bring yourself! Comfortable clothing is encouraged.
In order to help the kitchen prepare appropriately, please let us know that you plan to join us; contact the church
office or RSVP online at www.shadysidepres.org/picnic by Wednesday, September 8.
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Church Staff
Lynn M. Portz, Associate Pastor for Parish Life
Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, Associate Pastor
Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor
Ellen L. Allston, Director of Christian Education for Children’s Ministry
Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry
Peter F. Bodnar, Director of Communications
Jane M. Boyle, Assistant Children’s Choir Director
Steven M. Bright, Hospitality Coordinator
Judy A. Brust, Accountant
Robert A. Coder, Director of Finance
Stephen M. Donnelly, Associate for Children’s Music Education
Della L. Ellard, Administrative Assistant
Joseph A. Figliulo, Administrative Assistant for Music Ministry
Ruth E. Garrett, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
Mary E. Lang, Director of the Nursery School
Dennis H. Martin, Head Sexton
Jesse B. Naus, Audio/Visual Engineer
Bobby C. Pack Jr., Sexton
Nancy M. Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita
Kaysie L. Strickland, Assistant to the Associate Pastors
Justin M. Wallace, Assistant Organist

Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734299. All rights reserved.

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate
the good news of Jesus Christ. We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith
that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 n 412.682.4300 n info@shadysidepres.org n www.shadysidepres.org
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian n www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch

