
The Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley Called as Twelfth Senior Pastor
With joy and thanksgiving, Shadyside Presbyterian Church is 
delighted to announce the outcome of the congregational meeting 
held on Sunday, June 27, 2021, following worship. After hearing the 
report of the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), the congregation 
voted to approve the motion of the PNC to extend the call to the 
Reverend Austin Crenshaw Shelley to be the twelfth Senior Pastor 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church. Rev. Shelley has accepted this 
call with grace and humility — thanks be to God!

The PNC was thanked for its faithful service to our congregation in 
completing its task under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We extend 
our deepest appreciation for the tireless efforts of these dedicated 
individuals, particularly as they persevered in prayerful discernment 
during the pandemic: Susan Balaan; Sara Brooke; Don Coffelt; 
Percy Jackson, Chair; Adam Loucks; Ann Pauley; and Janet Rohrer.

We also express our thanks to those who helped to plan and 
implement the activities surrounding the candidacy weekend as we 
welcomed Rev. Shelley and her family to Shadyside. We hope that many members of our community 
enjoyed the opportunity to greet them. (A photo album is available on the church’s Facebook page.)

For the past nine years, Rev. Shelley has served as an associate minister at the Presbyterian Church 
of Chestnut Hill in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. We look forward to the beginning of her ministry 
among us on September 27. This schedule will give her time to move her family to Pittsburgh, take 
her comprehensive exams, and fulfill prior commitments. Pittsburgh Presbytery will give its final 
approval to her call based on the recommendation of the Commission on Ministry in September. 

In the weeks and months ahead, we will continue to prepare for the Shelley family’s arrival by sharing 
more. A brochure introducing Rev. Shelley, which was mailed to members in late June, is available 
in the Narthex, in the Sharp Atrium, and on the church website. Audio and video of Rev. Shelley’s 
candidacy sermon from June 27 may be found in the online worship archive. For links to these and 
more, please visit www.shadysidepres.org/pnc.

Continued on page 5
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Above: Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley
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Introducing Audio/Visual Engineer Jesse Naus
Following the departure of the church’s longtime recording engineer, Steve Zelenko, during the 
pandemic, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has engaged Red Caiman Media, Inc. — a recording 
and production facility in downtown Pittsburgh founded by Jesse Naus — to handle the audio and 
visual responsibilities during worship. Last summer, Jesse began consulting on planned upgrades 
to our sound system as part of a task force overseeing a long-term capital improvement project 
addressing the technology in our Sanctuary. He began weekly worship duties when we re-launched 
our live webcast with video in January 2021, as reported in the February issue of The Church Mouse. 
Jesse primarily provides audio support, while Stephen Donnelly, our Associate for Children’s Music 
Education, manages the visual aspects of our worship livestream. In this issue of the Mouse, we are 
pleased to introduce Jesse, and we hope you will join us in welcoming him to our worship team.

Continued on page 3
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PASTORS’ MESSAGE

Note: Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the remaining months of the 
interim period. As we await God’s calling of our next senior pastor, the Human Resources Committee has 

developed a comprehensive plan in cooperation with the associate pastors to cover all of the responsibilities 
and ministry areas of the senior pastor role, so that, in Christ, all of the ministries of Shadyside Presbyterian 

Church may continue through this interim period.

New Beginnings: Beyond “Normal”
Prayerfully, in the time between my writing and your reading, we 
will continue our progress in overcoming many of the challenges 
created by COVID-19. Some losses undoubtedly will remain. Other, 
less important losses, will soon be forgotten. In the meantime, I am 
trying to tame my desire for a return to the normal that once was. 
I encourage you to do the same, because “normal” has never been 
our calling.

What would happen if we took a sacramental view of our emergence 
from this pandemic? Instead of the “getting through this” language 
that implies we are simply drudging along, what if we were to 
recognize ourselves as collectively being raised from the waters of 
baptism? Instead of grasping toward normalcy, we understand ourselves to have died to old self while 
being raised to new life. What if we allow our concept of “normal” to remain washed away in the 
waters as we are risen together anew, recognizing God’s desire to lead us to a new life?

This perspective, and this posture, would open us to the new beginnings God seems to have in 
store for us. Since our “normal” times, we have received a new perspective of missions, and we are 
beginning to live into this new perspective. We do not yet know what this new life will look like for 
each of our specific ministry programs, but we should look with excitement for them to return as 
something beyond normal.

Related to our new beginnings, I want to share again my excitement for Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley’s 
call to serve as Shadyside’s next Senior Pastor. Having had the opportunity to meet her, and then 
quickly come to know her, I believe Rev. Shelley’s pastoral presence, gifted preaching, and relational 
leadership will serve Shadyside well. And when I, as your Missions Pastor, did not think I could be 
more excited for her future ministry, she gave her initial benediction having you look toward our 
greater community through the Sanctuary’s opened doors. I then became even more excited for you.

Finally, I certainly believe God is up to a new thing in the life of Shadyside Presbyterian Church. 
In reaffirming our baptismal vows in corporate worship, we proclaim “… God gives us new life … .”  
Through the gift of the Spirit, may such a proclamation prepare us to receive and live into this new life.

In Christ,

The Reverend Todd E. Leach 
Associate Pastor for Missions

Strawberry Festival Appreciation
Thanks to the creative efforts of the Board of 
Deacons and to the enthusiastic support of 
the congregation and community, including 
a generous donation, our Strawberry Festival 
Takeout Treats drive-up event in June raised 
more than $3,100 to support the work of 
Sojourner House, one of our mission partners. 
We hope to bring back the in-person Strawberry 
Festival next June, when we will welcome our 
Sojourner House partners and the community to 
enjoy food and fellowship together. Thank you to 
all who supported our modified event!

BOARD OF DEACONS

Above: Joined by Rev. Lynn Portz (far right), Deacons (from left 
to right) Janice Collins, Erin Davies, Sherri Krofchik, Robin Minich, 
and Adam Loucks were among the many who crafted strawberry 
desserts in the church kitchen in early June. 
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IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.
•	 Mary Louise R. Brock

•	 John E. Mehl  (please see page 4)

•	 Calvin D. Weissert

Children’s Bible Presentation
On Sunday, April 18, following 
worship, two dozen of our young 
friends received age-appropriate 
Bibles as gifts from Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church. We pray 
for God’s blessings on the 
children of our church family 
as they grow in faith, and we 
give thanks for the opportunity 
to nurture them along their 
spiritual journey.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Above: Ellen Allston, Director of Christian 
Education for Children’s Ministry, safely 
presents a Bible as a gift to one of our 
friends during our drive-through event. 
Photograph taken by Stephen Donnelly.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Introducing A/V Engineer Jesse Naus — continued from page 1

As an audio engineer, producer, musician, and business owner,  
Jesse B. Naus has had the privilege of working with some of the 
top artists in the industry, ranging from international touring 
musicians and Broadway actors to some of the most prestigious 
orchestras in the world. Some of his past clients include the New 
York Philharmonic, the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Atlantic 
Records, Sony Pictures Entertainment, WGN-TV, Harper Collins, 
Penguin Random House, and Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild Jazz.

Starting his journey as a musician, Jesse attended the Mary Pappert 
School of Music at Duquesne University, earning a Bachelor of 
Music in music technology in 2006. In 2009, after working as a 
freelance engineer for three years, Jesse founded Red Caiman. 
With a clientele including Kaleo, Ewan McGregor, Leslie Odom Jr., Kevin Nealon, Justin Guarini, and 
Tamara Tunie, Red Caiman has grown into one of the premier recording studios in the region. 

In 2010, Jesse began his higher education teaching career, accepting a position as an adjunct faculty 
member at Duquesne University, where he was later promoted to full-time assistant professor in 
2020. Jesse also has held an adjunct faculty position at the Rowland School of Business at Point Park 
University (2013–2019), where he was instrumental in the design and implementation of the student 
record label: Pioneer Records. From 2012 to 2016, Jesse held the Chair of Music Technology position 
at City Music Center of Duquesne University, where he designed and implemented the inaugural 
curriculum for the music technology track of the program. Jesse has been a professional member of 
the Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences and the Audio Engineering Society.

Jesse lives in Pittsburgh with his wife, Taylor; their daughter, Vera; and bandana-wearing pup Archer.

Above: Jesse Naus with Archer

Dalles Family Returns to Florida
Former Shadyside Presbyterian Church Interim 
Senior Pastor John Dalles and his wife, Judy 
Dalles, joined Elder Jayne Adair Cox and her 
husband, Basil Cox, along with Elder Dan 
Cessna, for a summer supper in late June at 
the Cox residence in Squirrel Hill. The Dalleses 
have returned to Central Florida with John’s 
mother, Pat “Mimi” Coleman, and their beloved 
dog, Bendix. Their new residence is just two 
miles from their former home and close to 
their children and grandchildren. They send 
all Shadyside Presbyterians their affectionate 
greetings and continued prayers.

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

Above: Dan Cessna, Judy and John Dalles, and Jayne Adair Cox 
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IN MEMORIAM

Remembering the Reverend Dr. John E. Mehl 
June 18, 1936—April 25, 2021

Please remember in prayer the family and friends of the Reverend Dr. John E. Mehl, who passed from 
this life into the Church Triumphant on Sunday, April 25, 2021, at the age of eighty-four.

A retired member of Pittsburgh Presbytery, the Reverend Dr. Mehl worked with several local 
congregations during his ministry, including ours, and directed the Doctor of Ministry program at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary from 1985 until 2001. 

John and his wife, Dr. Margaret A. Ross Mehl, have had a long 
association with Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC). Peggy 
has been a member of our church family for more than fifty-three 
years and also has been singing with the Chancel Choir for fifty-
eight years. The Reverend Dr. Mehl served on the ministerial staff 
of SPC on two separate occasions: once as a Parish Associate 
from January 2002 through June 2004, and again as Interim 
Associate Pastor for Parish Life in 2008. Throughout these years 
of faithful service, he ministered to the needs of the congregation 
through preaching; leading adult Christian education studies; and 
assisting in congregational care, including visiting homebound and 
hospitalized members. A wise, gentle, and compassionate pastor, 
he walked alongside SPC through several leadership transitions, 
and we are grateful to have enjoyed our fellowship with him as a friend and member of our extended 
church family.

In addition to his work with the seminary and with churches in the Pittsburgh Presbytery, the Reverend 
Dr. Mehl taught undergraduate courses at Washington and Lee University. He was instrumental 
in the creation of both the Kerygma Bible Study Program and the Thesis Cassette Study Program, 
and he served in various roles with each, including as an editor. A graduate of Dartmouth College, 
John also earned degrees from Pittsburgh and Union Theological Seminaries, and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

A memorial service occurred on Saturday, May 22, at Southminster Presbyterian Church in  
Mt. Lebanon. Please join us in giving thanks to God for John’s life of faith, which he lived in dedicated 
service to Christ.

Above: The Reverend Dr. John E. Mehl  
and Margaret A. Ross Mehl

Session Approves New Columbarium Pricing Schedule
In 1994, the Session of Shadyside Presbyterian Church authorized the creation of the Columbarium — 
a sacred and beautiful space for mortal remains to rest in the peace and permanence of our beloved 
church home. With design and oversight by John Haughwout, the late Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church architect, elder, and trustee, construction of the Columbarium was completed by Matthews 
International of Pittsburgh and dedicated in 1997. Located in a quiet area in the Narthex of the church’s 
Chapel, the Columbarium contains more than 300 bronze memorial niches, each of which can hold 
two urns. Presently, remains of fifty-one individuals rest in the Columbarium.

Over the past twenty-five years, pricing for the Columbarium has remained unchanged. In September 
2020, Session reviewed and approved a new pricing schedule, representing the first increase in the 
existence of the Columbarium. We were unable to announce this change at the time, due to the 
pandemic. The purchase of a niche now includes the purchase of one or two urns from the church, 
and the price of the urn includes opening of the niche, engraving, and recording fees. Because of the 
size of our niches, it became necessary to have urns specially made. Crafted of honed black slate 
and sand-etched with a gold Celtic cross, urns are supplied by Harpswell House in Topsham, Maine.

Brochures are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium; additional information is published on the 
church website: www.shadysidepres.org/columbarium. If you wish to explore your options, please 
contact Judy Brust in the church finance office: 412.682.4300, ext. 112, or jbrust@shadysidepres.org.

Robert G. Mayer Jr., Chair, Columbarium Committee

CARE & SUPPORT
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Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley Called as Shadyside’s Twelfth Senior Pastor — continued from page 1

Thank you for your prayers during our interim and the accompanying search process. Please join us in 
offering prayers of thanksgiving to God for leading our PNC to nominate Rev. Shelley and for leading 
her to follow God’s call to Shadyside. In addition, please pray for Rev. Shelley and her family, for the 
Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill, and for our own church as we enter this time of transition. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Guest Preachers in August
In August, we welcome the following guest preachers during the service of worship at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary and online at www.shadysidepres.org/live:

Sunday, August 1: Pastor Wayne Younger
As Executive Director of Open Hand Ministries, Wayne Younger brings over twenty-five years 
of nonprofit service experience in the Pittsburgh region to his work with our mission partner — 
including proficiency in organizational management, public speaking, strategic planning, fundraising, 
and board development. Wayne’s entrepreneurial and executive leadership is marked by a focused 
mission to advocate for and improve the lives of economically marginalized persons. He does all of 
this with a pastor’s heart, as a co-founding pastor of Cityview Church in East Allegheny. 

A native of Pittsburgh, Wayne is a graduate of Langley High School and Asbury University in Wilmore, 
Kentucky. Previously, he has led and served in mentoring programs and churches, and he was program 
coordinator at Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service Experience (PULSE). Most recently, he served as 
the Executive Director of the Pittsburgh Project.

Sunday, August 15: Dave Bindewald
Dave Bindewald is a familiar friend to Shadyside Presbyterian Church. From 2007 to 2011, Dave 
worked as a Campus Ministry co-worker with Carnegie Mellon University students through the 
Coalition for Christian Outreach (CCO) partnership at Shadyside Presbyterian Church. In 2016, 
he founded the Center for Play and Exploration and currently serves as director. Dave’s training 
in education, theology, psychology, and philosophy have led him to a fascination with the power 
of curiosity to unlock potential in people and organizations. His experiences with the Center have 
convinced him that human life and work can be an act of playful exploration. Dave resides with his 
wife and three daughters in the Highland Park neighborhood of Pittsburgh.

Sunday, August 29: The Reverend Dr. Angela Dienhart Hancock
The Reverend Dr. Angela Dienhart Hancock serves as associate professor of homiletics and worship  
at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. An ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), the Reverend Dr. Hancock has served as pastor to churches in Pennsylvania, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee. She continues to preach, teach, and lead worship in a variety of settings.

Dr. Hancock earned her Ph.D. in homiletics from Princeton Theological Seminary, where she also 
earned her Master of Divinity, after earning a Bachelor of Music from Indiana University, Bloomington. 
She is the author of Karl Barth’s Emergency Homiletic, 1932-33: A Summons to Prophetic Witness at 
the Dawn of the Third Reich, a contextual interpretation of Swiss theologian Karl Barth’s lectures on 
preaching in the early 1930s, based on unpublished archival material. Her current research explores 
Karl Barth’s contribution to the ethics of deliberation in Christian communities and the relationship 
between political and theological rhetoric.

Above: Pastor Wayne Younger Above: Dave Bindewald Above: Rev. Dr. Angela Dienhart Hancock

WORSHIP & MUSIC



N
on

pr
ofi

t O
rg

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

Pe
rm

it 
N

o.
 3

09
6

Pi
tt

sb
ur

gh
, P

A

A
D

D
RE

SS
 S

ER
V

IC
E 

RE
Q

U
ES

TE
D

51
21
	W

es
tm

in
st
er
	P
la
ce
	•
	P
itt
sb
ur
gh
,	P
A
	15

23
2

Ch
ur

ch
 O

ffi
ce

 T
el

ep
ho

ne
: 4

12
-6

82
-4

30
0

sh
ad

ys
id

ep
re

s.
or

g
fa

ce
bo

ok
.c

om
/S

ha
dy

si
de

Pr
es

by
te

ria
n

yo
ut

ub
e.

co
m

/c
/S

ha
dy

si
de

Pr
es

by
te

ria
nC

hu
rc

h

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Pre-registration is no longer required for on-site Sunday worship;  
visit www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19/current for the latest 

worship precaution updates. Online worship will continue.
Sunday, August 1, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

Pastor Wayne Younger, preaching 
Please see the article on page 5.

Sunday, August 8, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Sunday, August 15, at 11:00 a.m. 
Dave Bindewald, preaching 

Please see the article on page 5.
Sunday, August 22, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching
Sunday, August 29, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Dr. Angela D. Hancock, preaching 
Please see the article on page 5.

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

View our worship livestream at www.shadysidepres.org/live  
If you are not able to gather on-site with us,  

we hope you will gather with us in spirit.

Children’s Chapel
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Children enjoy singing songs, hearing a story from the Bible,  
and praying with us on the church’s YouTube channel:   
www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch 
We are looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, August 2 
September issue

Wednesday, September 1 
October issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

MISSIONS

Save the Date

21st Annual Golf Outing,  
Silent Auction, and Dinner
Saturday, September 10, 2022
at Birdsfoot Golf Club in Freeport
Partnering with Hosanna House

21st 
Annual

Golf Outing
September 10, 2022
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https://www.shadysidepres.org/register

