Introducing Our Candidate for Senior Pastor

Rev. Austin Crenshaw

Shelley

“I believe God is calling me to a church who understands worship to
be at the center of its life, and I believe God is calling me to a place
where worship leads to the love of neighbor as self. The love is expressed
in a devotion to the education and nurture of all people; discipleship;
stewardship of resources; care for creation; pastoral care that tends to
needs within the church and without; and mission and outreach that
couples financial support with sustained relationships that endeavor to
bring justice, freedom, and peace to the local community and broader
world. Are you rooted in tradition and ready to risk for God’s sake? I am.”

Dear Members of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church,
In the summer of 2012, I walked into your sanctuary for the first time. Awestruck by
the mosaic of the transfigured Christ, my seminary choir mates and I stood in stunned
silence. I remember thinking, “The very God could process down this aisle!” During
the time our choir spent rehearsing in your sanctuary, chapel, and Sharp Atrium that
summer, I continued to admire the grandeur of the worship space, atypical as it is for a
Presbyterian church.
And then I heard the music.
Of course, a church is more than its worship space—or even its breathtaking music.
As we have learned during this past year-plus of pandemic shutdown, a church is
always, always the people who reach out to be the Body of Christ both within their
community and throughout a broken and hurting world in desperate need of the good
news of Jesus Christ.
I believe you are doing just that: worshipping and serving in creative ways that keep
your congregation and its neighbors and mission partners safe while also tending to
their need to experience the sacred. Your Mission Action Communities remain engaged
in God’s work in the world; your commitment to educating and nurturing your people
in faith is steadfast; and your Pastor Nominating Committee’s persistence in seeking a
pastor during a challenging time is more than commendable.
Relationships are at the heart of ministry, and I trust that, in time, God will lead us
to know and love each other well. Until then, please allow me to introduce myself by
bringing to light a few things one will never find listed on my résumé: I am the oldest of
ten siblings, born in rural South Carolina and raised by my mother and grandparents on
a tiny family farm. At age 17, I left home for The South Carolina Governor’s School for
Creative Writing, where I first met Mark, whom I would (much later) marry. Together
we parent four children, ages 18, 15, 8, and almost 3; two cats; and a six-month-old
border collie puppy.
In my professional life, I’ve been a public school teacher, a director of youth and young
adult ministries, and finally—once I found my way to and through seminary—a pastor
for the last nine years. I value lifelong learning, a trait perhaps best illustrated by the
fact that I am also a doctoral student in the field of homiletics at Princeton Theological
Seminary. While I love teaching and learning in the academy, it has become clear to me
that ministry in the church is my calling and vocation. I look forward to continuing this
life of ministry with you, the people who are the Shadyside Presbyterian Church. I am
eager to witness how the Holy Spirit will stir the deep well of faithfulness in this place
and pour us out anew into a future filled with hope.
May it be so, and may God’s blessing and peace be upon you,

- Austin
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It is with great joy that we, your Pastor Nominating
Committee, announce the Reverend Austin Crenshaw
Shelley as our candidate for Senior Pastor and Head
of Staff. It has been an honor to be entrusted with this
important, sacred work, and we have felt the weight
of your collective hopes and prayers. That is why
we could not be any more certain that Rev. Shelley
is the person God has in mind to lead Shadyside
Presbyterian Church into its next chapter.

What our Pastor Nominating Committee
is saying about Rev. Shelley
Rev. Shelley exhibits great love for all God’s
people, young and old, in the Church and
outside the Church. She wants to point
them to a sovereign yet tender God through
her thoughtful preaching, her approach to
leadership, and her personal interactions.

– Susan Balaan
After listening to hundreds of sermons
by scores of ministers, Austin’s preaching
stood out. Her ability to deliver thoughtprovoking, inspiring, and engaging messages
is unique, and I can’t wait to hear more!

– Sara Brooke
Rev. Shelley introduced herself to us saying,
“So here you are, still searching. And here
I am … .” And indeed, there she was. Every
barrier we encountered just fell away—
as if this was meant to be, right from
the beginning.

– Don Coffelt

When the Holy Spirit revealed our next
pastor, we were in complete agreement
about the individual. We knew we needed
a strong preacher who could relate to
a highly discerning congregation. We
also knew we needed someone with a
true pastor’s heart who could lead with
compassion and imagination. All of these
qualities came together in Rev. Shelley.

– Percy Jackson, Chair
Rev. Shelley’s kind and humble spirit is a
rarity amongst those gifted with her depth
of knowledge and scholarship. She is
without pretense and completely down-toearth. She combines great intelligence with
an eager servant’s heart.

– Adam Loucks

Rev. Shelley speaks of loving the
congregation in a personal way. That,
in conjunction with her appreciation of
well-crafted traditional worship and her
background in music and the arts, makes
her a great fit for Shadyside.

– Ann Pauley
We feel that Rev. Shelley has the skill,
intelligence, and enthusiasm to be our
next senior pastor. In addition to her
great preaching, she has the pastoral
skills of empathy, compassion, and care.
Shadyside will be blessed.

– Janet Rohrer

Rev. Shelley’s

Statement of Faith
I believe in and commit to God, Holy Trinity,
One God in Three Persons,
in full communion
from before the dawn of time and for all eternity.
I believe in and commit to God
whom Jesus called ‘Abba,’
Creator of all that is.
Both sovereign and tender,
God continues to create us each day
and desires to be in relationship with us,
redeeming Creation through the love of Christ,
though we do not deserve such a turn of grace.
This God who acts in the Biblical story
acts also throughout time and space
and within and through the events of our own lives
to reconcile the world to God’s self.
I believe in and commit to Jesus Christ,
the clearest clue as to who God is,
and who, by some math higher than any I have known,
is both fully human and fully God.
While Jesus’ living teaches us about God’s nature
(desiring to surprise by turning the culture on its head)
Jesus’ dying on the cross bridges the distance of our separation
from God,
a chasm we ourselves have created—
a brokenness we alone are helpless to mend.
In Jesus Christ, God acts to forgive and restore us,
and the defining event of the cross
accomplishes our redemption,
illustrates our Savior’s complete obedience to the Father’s will,
and teaches us that our God suffers with us
going even to the depths of human existence in order to
triumph over death
that we might do the same—
that we might join in Christ’s death and in his resurrection.

I believe in and commit to the Holy Spirit,
the sustaining presence of God.
This same divine spirit
whose breath first filled the lungs of God’s beloved dust in
the Garden—
whose wind reanimated the dry bones in Ezekiel’s valley—
whose presence and comfort Jesus once promised—
rushed aflame into the apostles on the day of Pentecost
and continues to breathe life into the Church,
claiming us with every Child of the Covenant,
I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit
sustaining us as we gather at the Lord’s Table,
For every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, we remember
the death of our risen Savior, until he comes again.
and enabling the community of faith
to respond in gratitude for God’s abundant grace
by working for justice, freedom, and peace
for all of God’s children.
This same Spirit guides my thoughts as I study God’s Word,
the living and authoritative Holy Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments,
and guides my actions as I respond
with compassion and critical thinking,
in obedience and faith, as Christ commands.
The Spirit intercedes
when I do not know how to pray
or, for that matter,
how to write a statement of faith
or a sermon
or how to give pastoral care to the person in front of me—
the person who is Christ in disguise,
the person to whom I am called to extend Christ’s love.
And this love, I believe, is the crux.
The cross, if you will.
Love God.
Love God’s children.
The Lord says that all the Law and the prophets hang on that.
Seems like a sturdy place
to center my faith.

