The

... because the mouse hears everything
JUNE/JULY 2021

VOLUME 52, NUMBER 5

www.shadysidepres.org

BOARD OF DEACONS

Strawberry Festival Takeout Treats Support Sojourner House
Desserts that “Do Good” for Our Neighbors: Friday, June 4, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites you to treat yourself to some
sweet homemade desserts while supporting our neighbors! Though
we cannot host our traditional Strawberry Festival again this year
due to health and safety restrictions, the Board of Deacons remains
committed to sponsoring a community event that remembers the
needs of our mission partners.
The Board of Deacons will prepare strawberry-themed dessert
takeout boxes for $12 each. Each dessert box includes a strawberry
tartlet, a strawberry cupcake, and chocolate-covered strawberries
— all made by our deacons. All proceeds will benefit our mission
partner Sojourner House.
Treat boxes must be pre-ordered through the church website at Takeout Tradition: Susan and Rich Wood,
www.shadysidepres.org/strawberry. All pre-orders must be pictured at the 2018 Strawberry Festival,
show that takeout treats have long been a
received by Thursday, May 27. Pick-up will be available in the traditional part of this beloved event.
church’s circular driveway on Friday, June 4, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Unfortunately, we will be unable to accommodate walk-up purchases at the event on Friday.
After worship on Sunday, June 6, additional boxes may be available for walk-up purchase by cash.
No pre-orders are required to purchase a treat box on Sunday; boxes will be sold on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Sojourner House and the Sojourner House MOMS program offer compassionate recovery services
for mothers and their children. Learn more at www.sojournerhousepa.org.
WORSHIP & MUSIC

A Fond Farewell to a Very Sound Man
A soundman from the beginning, today Steve Zelenko looks far
younger than his 87 years. He credits that to a daily dose of cod
liver oil and a zinc supplement to keep his joints limber, body agile,
and mind intact. Though a humble and private man, some among
our flock know that Steve’s storied life goes well beyond recording
thousands of worship services, concerts, weddings, and funerals at
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) beginning in the late 1950s.
When growing up in Groveton (Robinson Township), and spurred
by reading Popular Mechanics, Steve was a creative builder, including
a homemade speedboat that outran everything on the Ohio River.
There was also a practical and enterprising dimension to his early Above: Steve M. Zelenko
youth during the hardscrabble years of the Great Depression. In
addition to tending a garden, Steve raised rabbits — lots of rabbits,
and once had as many as 184 for sale. He remains an avid gardener, and today the landscaping and
flora surrounding his home reflect that passion.
Continued on page 7

PASTORS’ MESSAGE

Following the Spirit’s Leading
As we celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit in this season of
Pentecost, I am so grateful for all the ways the Spirit moves among
us. The Spirit has drawn us together in incredible and unexpected
ways, in spite of long months of isolation. The Spirit has raised up
leaders to help guide our church forward. The Spirit has brought
us together in person to worship once again, while still drawing in
those who are worshipping remotely.
At a recent (virtual) Session meeting, we had the opportunity to
break into small groups for conversation and reflection. The elders
were asked to ponder what we have learned about our church over
the past year. Here are some of their thoughts: We are resilient
and adaptable. We are innovative. When we are not able to be together, we miss one another. We
appreciate the importance of worship in a new way. We enjoyed getting to know one another through
online smaller groups. We appreciate the opportunity to have conversations around the issues of
racism and social justice. And we are grateful. Indeed, the Holy Spirit has been uniting, encouraging,
teaching and prodding us forward, even through the challenges of this pandemic. What a joy it is to
ponder these things, and give thanks together!
As we enter the summer months, and plan for the coming program year, our church will continue to
build upon what we have learned. Once again, the Spirit has brought forth new leaders with deep faith
and great energy to answer God’s call to serve. (Read more about them in the following pages.) The
joy that we are experiencing as our ministries begin to open in-person participation is contagious.
And as we wait, God is preparing our next senior pastor to enter our midst, even as God is preparing
us to put out the welcome mat! Indeed, the Spirit’s work goes on, and it will be exciting to see where
God leads us next!
Blessings and peace,
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz
Associate Pastor for Parish Life
Note: Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the remaining months of the
interim period. As we await God’s calling of our next senior pastor, the Human Resources Committee has
developed a comprehensive plan in cooperation with the associate pastors to cover all of the responsibilities
and ministry areas of the senior pastor role, so that, in Christ, all of the ministries of Shadyside Presbyterian
Church may continue through this interim period.
WORSHIP & MUSIC

Rev. Dr. Hunter Farrell to Preach June 13
Worship at 11:00 a.m.
On Sunday, June 13, the Reverend Dr. Hunter Farrell will preach
during the service of worship at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Dr. Farrell is the director of the World Mission
Initiative at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. Dr. Farrell brings
thirty years of experience to the position. He has been a professor
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, coordinator of the
Presbyterian Church (USA)’s mission work in East and West Africa,
community organizer addressing issues of poverty and justice in
Peru, and director of World Mission for the PC(USA) in Louisville.
Dr. Farrell attended Pontificia Universidad Católica (doctor of
anthropology), École Pratique des Hautes (post-graduate diploma),
Fuller Theological Seminary (M.Div.), and University of Texas at
Austin (B.A.).

Above: Rev. Dr. Hunter Farrell, Director of
the World Mission Initiative at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary

We give thanks that Dr. Farrell will proclaim God’s Word among us this month. Please join us in
welcoming him to Shadyside’s pulpit.
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REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING

New Officers Presented for Election
At the annual meetings of the corporation and congregation in May, the following individuals were
nominated for election as officers of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.
•

Elders: Robert J. Ferguson, Carla M. Gedman, Krissy K. Geffel, Percy M. Jackson,
Frederick L. Porkolab, George T. Snyder, and Susan F. Thomson

•

Deacons: John H. Harrison, Kathy Lash, Robin S. Minich, Della R. Pennywell, Richard H. Potter,
Charles G. Smith, Jee Eun Song, and Rachael W. Viehman

•

Trustees: Henry S. Beukema Jr., Alexander G. Dick, JoAnn F. Patross, and Richard J. Wood

•

2022 Representative Nominating Committee At-Large Members: John E. B. Baldridge,
Brigetta P. Del Re, Elizabeth B. Kline, Matthew H. Regentin, and Lisa M. Susalla.

Please support these leaders through prayer and encouragement. Profiles of first-term officers
appear on the following pages: Elders, page 4; Deacons, pages 4 and 5; Trustee, page 6.
We also recognize those officers who are retiring from their positions: Elders Randy C. Adams II,
Charlotte W. Beukema, Timothy E. Nye, and Robert Thomson; Deacons G. Luke Chwala, Connie
K. Coffelt, Luke A. Diel, Matthew H. Regentin, Eric J. Siebenaler, and Sarah E. Spiegel; and Trustee
William J. Hoffman. Thank you all for your years of faithful service.
MISSIONS

A Letter from the Lundblads, Following God’s Calling in Sweden
Dear Shadyside Presbyterian Church,
Greetings from the north of Sweden! This year marks eight years
since I took the leap of faith to pursue God’s calling in missions, and
eight whole years since Shadyside took the leap with me and began
supporting my mission with Youth with a Mission (YWAM) here in
Sweden. If you had told me eight years ago what the Lord would do
in the years to come and what it would entail, I would have a hard
time believing you — and would have had a harder time saying “yes”
to going! The journey has not always been easy, but it has been
made possible by the grace of God and because I have not done it
alone — and Shadyside has been a huge part of that.

Above: Paul and Frida Lundblad

This past year has been a year of changing plans and perspectives (for all of us). I began 2020 fighting
for a new visa to return to Sweden. The Lord provided that visa by way of a job in the Church of
Sweden that would complement our YWAM ministry and give us a valuable foothold in the local
church, anchoring us more locally and giving more credibility to our YWAM ministry. Over the past
year, however, it has become clear to us that God has had other plans with providing this job in the
church. It has become clear that my time in YWAM has given me insight and skills that are much
needed in the Church of Sweden, and we have had the growing sense that my time in YWAM may
actually have been preparation for serving long-term in the church.
That being said, we will be staying in ministry in Sweden and keeping up our contact with YWAM as
we are able, but I will be pursuing seminary studies this fall and, eventually, ordination as a priest in
the Church of Sweden. This is a new leap of faith for us in many ways, which unfortunately involves
a change in our relationship to Shadyside as our partnership in missions is coming to an end. We will
always see Shadyside as our home church in Pittsburgh and will be forever grateful for the church’s
support and role in getting us to where we are now. We look forward to reuniting whenever we come
to visit Pittsburgh, and even more so to reuniting in the coming Kingdom, when we all will see the
eternal impact that has resulted from our obedience to the Lord in the time we have now.
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for standing with us in these first eight years of our ministry
here.
Sincerely,
Paul and Frida Lundblad
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SESSION

New Elders
George Snyder is an attorney practicing for over thirty years with
the Stonecipher Law Firm. Typically, he represents businesses
and business owners in matters including start-up, sales and
acquisitions, insolvency, and restructuring. Baptized and confirmed
in the Fox Chapel United Methodist Church, George joined
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 2009. From 2012 to 2018,
he served on SPC’s Board of Trustees, serving as president of the
board for his last year of service. Similarly, George also served on
the Board of Trustees for the Chautauqua Institution, a not-forprofit community and educational center located in southwestern
New York; he also has served as chair of the Institution’s board.
Currently, he serves the Institution as a trustee-for-life. In addition, he serves as a director for the
Chautauqua Foundation. “My faith and Shadyside Church are very important to me,” says George. “It
is a privilege to be asked to serve, and I am very honored to have been asked.”
Susan Thomson has attended Shadyside Presbyterian Church
(SPC) since 1991 and became a member in May 2006. She and
her husband, Robert, emigrated from the United Kingdom in 1974
and lived in Canada and Mexico before moving to the United
States in 1982. Susan trained as a registered nurse in Edinburgh,
Scotland, and has worn many different hats since then. Ordained
as an elder, she previously has served two terms on SPC’s Session.
Her past committee work includes the Representative Nominating
Committee, the Stewardship Committee, a Pastor Nominating
Committee, and the 2008 “Building Community” capital campaign.
Currently, she serves on the Human Resources Committee and
engages with various mission efforts. The family was drawn to SPC because of the Children’s Ministry
and have found not only a spiritual home, but many wonderful friends.
BOARD OF DEACONS

New Deacons
Kathy Lash is an alumna of the University of Pittsburgh with a
degree in physical therapy. Her experience as a physical therapist
includes burn rehabilitation and pediatrics, with a specialization
in orthopedics. Previously a member of Shadyside Presbyterian
Church (SPC) in the 1970s during the pastorate of Robert Cleveland
Holland, whose preaching she enjoyed, Kathy returned to Shadyside
in 2010 and became a member again in 2012. “I’m honored to be
called to serve and for the opportunity to give back to this church
community,” says Kathy of her return to the SPC Board of Deacons,
on which she previously served for five years. Ordained as an elder,
she also has participated in and led Christian education studies, and
she has served on the Representative Nominating Committee. Kathy resides primarily in Ligonier
with her husband, David Gilliland. An avid football fan, her favorite teams include the Pittsburgh
Steelers, the Pitt Panthers, the Penn State Nittany Lions, and the Notre Dame Fighting Irish.
Robin Minich has been a member of Shadyside Presbyterian Church
(SPC) since 2012. Prior to that, she was a member of Leatherwood/
Oakwood Presbyterian Church near New Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
Robin is a nurse with UPMC. She enjoys reading and gardening.
She volunteers at the East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM)
community shelter, preparing and serving dinner to the residents.
Of her decision to agree to serve on the Board of Deacons, Robin
says, “I want to serve Jesus. I believe that we are all called to serve
in whatever way we can.”
Continued on page 5
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BOARD OF DEACONS

New Deacons — continued from page 4
A graduate of Penn State University, Dick Potter is retired from
his work with AT&T, which mostly involved regulatory matters.
Dick and his late wife, Suzanne, became members of Shadyside
Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 2015, joining their son Dan, daughterin-law Vicki, and two grandchildren, who already belonged to our
church family. Dick and Suzanne transferred from the Presbyterian
Church of Madison (New Jersey), where they were members for
thirty-seven years and where Dick served as a deacon, elder, and
Clerk of Session. At SPC, Dick has served on the Representative
Nominating Committee and has helped with the Strawberry
Festival. “Since Suzanne died and the pandemic set in, I have been
very isolated from people in general,” shares Dick. “I saw the Board of Deacons as an opportunity to
reconnect with people as well as participate in good work on behalf of others.”
Charles Smith moved to Pennsylvania to attend Seton Hill University,
where he earned his master’s degree in physician assistant studies.
Currently practicing as a physician assistant in internal medicine,
Chase recently purchased a home in Gibsonia, where he resides
with his girlfriend, Catrina Abbott. Together, they joined Shadyside
Presbyterian Church (SPC) on October 27, 2019, when Chase also
was baptized in our Sanctuary. Previously, Chase was a member
of First Presbyterian Church in Laurens, South Carolina, where he
grew up. COVID-19 began just months after he joined, so Chase
expresses excitement about becoming more involved in this new
role. As he steps into a two-year term on the Board of Deacons, he
explains that he felt this invitation was a sign calling him closer to God and to serve others. “I think
this role will help me grow closer to other members of the church and within the community,” he says.
Jee Eun Song, who goes by Song, studied environmental engineering
at Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) and environmental policy at
the University of Pittsburgh. After graduating, Song worked as an
adjunct faculty member and researcher, teaching sustainability in
urban areas and working on disaster management projects. Since
the onset of the pandemic, Song decided to stay at home with
her two children. While she and her husband, Seungil Huh, were
students at CMU, they lived in the Shadyside neighborhood and
searched for a church near their apartment. They began attending
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 2007 and joined in 2008.
In the early years of their membership, they participated in the
Young Adult Ministry’s weekly gatherings and other events. Since 2013, Song has been involved in
Children’s Ministry. In addition, she has served previously on the International Partnerships Mission
Action Community (MAC) for many years, as well as on the Representative Nominating Committee.
A licensed clinical psychologist, Rachael Viehman currently works
in research for Western Psychiatric Hospital. Previously, Rachael
assisted with a team of psychologists offering therapy at Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh to caregivers of children with serious medical
illness, and she also helped to facilitate social support groups
for mothers. Rachael and her family transferred to Shadyside
Presbyterian Church (SPC) from Bel Air Presbyterian Church in
2013, when they relocated from Los Angeles. She and her husband,
Alex, are parents to two young children. The Viehmans fell in love
with the SPC Children’s Ministry and felt that it would be a wonderful
place to raise their children to know and love Jesus. Rachael has
been involved in many aspects of Children’s Ministry — assisting in the nursery, leading classes, and
developing family-based devotions and activities. In addition, she has led and participated in Bible
studies, and also has served on the Representative Nominating Committee. “I personally feel strongly
about the church’s mission to raise children to know and love Jesus and to reach out and show that
love and support to local community partners,” says Rachael.
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Women in Song: A Virtual Camerata Recital
The
Pittsburgh
Camerata
presents “Women in Song,”
a virtual recital, premiering
on Wednesday, June 2, at
3:00 p.m., and available to view
thereafter through June 30.
Camerata singers Charlene
Canty,
Meghan
DeWald
Althouse, and Erin Schmura join
together along with Camerata
singer and pianist Ellen Fast
to share music they love that
highlights women. The program
will showcase music composed
by women, with, in some cases,
poems written by women — all
performed by women.
For this recital only, videographer
and Camerata singer Ivan
Plazacic will take his camera
behind the scenes and show
you what it is like to prepare and
perform this music.

Above (clockwise from top left): Charlene Canty, soprano; Meghan DeWald Althouse,
soprano; Erin Schmura, mezzo-soprano; and Ellen Fast, alto and pianist.

For virtual tickets, please visit www.pittsburghcamerata.org.
MUSIC MINISTRY

The Pittsburgh Camerata Issues a Musical “Invitation to Summer”
The Pittsburgh Camerata presents “Invitation to Summer,” a virtual
concert, premiering on Wednesday, June 2, at 7:00 p.m., and
available to view thereafter through June 30.
In this web-based recording, Pittsburgh’s premier professional
chamber choir sings a program of choral and vocal music for
summer. For virtual tickets, visit www.pittsburghcamerata.org.
This performance kicks off “Music for Midsummer Nights,” the
church’s mini-series of virtual midweek summer concerts. Watch the Mini-Mouse e-newsletter for
links to video premieres on Wednesdays in June — and a few more surprises throughout the summer!
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

New Trustee
Rich Wood and his wife, Susan, have been members of Shadyside
Presbyterian Church since 1982. Rich served four terms on Session
and currently serves as Shadyside’s treasurer. He recently served
on the board of Off the Floor Pittsburgh, a faith-based community
service supported by Shadyside; currently, he serves on the board
of the Mars Home for Youth. A Certified Public Accountant, Rich
recently retired after a thirty-year career as a consultant in the
healthcare industry. Susan and Rich reside in Squirrel Hill and have
two children: Megan Stanick, an early childhood development
teacher with the Allegheny Intermediate Unit; and Peter, a real
estate developer in Washington, D.C. Their grandson, Anthony
Pampena, will begin high school this fall at the Environmental Charter School.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Saluting Steve Zelenko and Celebrating Six Decades of Sound Ministry — continued from page 1

Preparing the Way

It seems that everything along Steve’s path prepared him for the fascinating career in radio and
television broadcasting that would follow. After graduating from Robinson Township High School (now
Montour), he attended Allegheny Technical Institute, specializing in radio electronics, transmission,
and reception. Drafted in 1953 during the Korean War, Uncle Sam immediately recognized Steve’s
talent by assigning him to the Army Signal School at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, and afterward to
The Presidio in San Francisco to maintain the single sideband and microwave transmissions of top
secret communications between the continent, Honolulu, and Tokyo. Thereafter, Steve shipped-out
from Fort Lewis in Seattle for Seoul to become the chief engineer of AFKN (Armed Forces Korean
Network), which provided news and entertainment for the troops in the foxholes along the 38th
parallel DMZ and Pacific area via shortwave radio.

The Shadyside Connection

Upon returning home in 1955, television was in its infancy. Already familiar with RCA’s newest
technology from his time in the Army, over the next seven years Steve worked for WQED and WIIC
(now WPXI) installing the transmitters and control rooms that put local TV broadcasting on the air.
As a side business, he also started Image Recordings to do remote recording of musical programs. It
was during this period (late 1950s) that Steve met Lorenzo “Larry” Malfatti (longtime SPC baritone
soloist). Malfatti had been lured away from New York City by Russell Wichmann (SPC organist/
choir director and chair of the music department at Chatham College) to direct the women’s choir at
Chatham and sing in the church’s Chancel Choir. Malfatti engaged Steve to record the Chatham choir’s
concerts and produce LPs as keepsakes. After meeting Wichmann through Malfatti, Steve also began
recording the Shadyside choir’s afternoon and evening concerts in the sanctuary. Parenthetically,
Malfatti served as best man in Steve’s October 1960 wedding to his late wife, Loretta. Another
coincidence was that the Zelenkos lived directly across the street from the Wichmanns in Edgewood.

The Kuhlman Years

Steve’s engineering and recording ability attracted the attention of the world-renowned Pittsburghbased evangelist, Kathryn Kuhlman. She hired Steve in 1958 to build her a studio (in the Carlton
House hotel) and start recording what would become her sixty-station nationally-syndicated
radio broadcasts and weekly television show I Believe in Miracles. For those who are not old
enough to remember Kuhlman’s ministry, she was a powerful preacher who conducted worldwide
healing crusades from the 1940s through the early 1970s. An international icon, Kuhlman lived in
Fox Chapel. As a teenager, I heard her speak to an SRO audience at Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church
in the late 1960s. For several years following her untimely death at age 69 in 1976, Steve oversaw the
rebroadcast of her radio and television programs by the Kathryn Kuhlman Foundation.

The Second Calling by Shadyside

As some of you may know, Shadyside’s Sunday morning worship service had been carried live
by radio stations KDKA and KQV for many years, but eventually only rebroadcast late at night —
11:00 p.m. on Sundays. When carried on KDKA’s 50,000 clear-channel watt signal, the service could
be heard by nearly all of Eastern North America, but the sound quality was often inferior. Picked
up by two open and unbalanced microphones (located at the pulpit and lectern), the unmixed and
un-equalized transmission was sent through a phone line, but the telephone call had to be initiated
from the church. The heavily-unionized radio stations insisted that one of their own engineers be
on site to do nothing more than simply flip that switch to enable the connection to their studios
downtown. It wasn’t long before they requested that the church begin paying that cost. SPC Trustee
Ben Fisher balked at that, and instead hired Steve (in 1982) to record the service and hand deliver the
edited tapes to the stations ahead of their evening rebroadcasts. Since then, Steve has rarely missed
a service over those thirty-eight years, and when he did, entrusted the job to his son, Stephen.

A Big, Heartfelt Thank You

I will miss Steve’s twinkling eyes, quick wit, and abiding devotion to the church over his many decades
of faithful service. Moreover, as a choir member since 1967, I have witnessed Steve’s diligent and
capable service up close. With much of today’s commercially-recorded, over-produced music
sounding so antiseptic, I always appreciated what Steve delivered to the listener — the excitement of
a live experience that captured the passion, realism, heart, and soul of the music, flaws and all. Once
the COVID-19 restrictions are fully relaxed (hopefully by fall), we plan to acknowledge Steve’s long
ministry during a Sunday service and hold a reception thereafter for all to express their gratitude directly.
Lloyd F. Stamy Jr.
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COMMUNICATIONS

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship

Pre-registration is required for on-site Sunday worship; visit
shadysidepres.org/register. We hope to allow higher capacities
as state guidelines are relaxed. Online worship will continue.
Sunday, June 6, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching
Sunday, June 13, at 11:00 a.m.,
with Ordination and Installation of Officers
The Reverend Dr. Hunter Farrell, preaching
Please see the article on page 2.
Sunday, June 20, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching
Sunday, June 27, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching
Sunday, July 4, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion
Rebecca L. Young, preaching
Sunday, July 11, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching
Sunday, July 18, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching
Sunday, July 25, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Live Worship Webcast

Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
View our worship livestream at www.shadysidepres.org/live
If you are not able to gather on-site with us,
we hope you will gather with us in spirit.
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Multiple Mailings?
Are you receiving duplicate
Mouse mailings? If so, please
let us know by contacting the
church office. Thank you for
helping us to reduce postage and
printing expenses!
COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly
e-newsletter? If not, visit
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the
first business day of each month.
Thursday, July 1
August issue
Monday, August 2
September issue
Please submit Mouse articles to
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.
Comments are welcome.

