
Limited On-Site Worship Has Resumed
In March, the Session of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
approved the recommendation 
of the COVID-19 Task Force that 
on-site worship may resume 
on Sunday, April 18, with safety 
precautions and attendance 
limitations in effect. The church 
has established guidelines in 
order to minimize risk to those 
who wish to worship on-site. 
To better prepare yourself for 
what to expect as we return to 
on-site worship, you may learn 
more on the church website:  
www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.

If you decide to attend Sunday worship, you must pre-register, 
either by calling the church office, 412.682.4300, ext. 100, or 
through the church website at www.shadysidepres.org/register. 
Registration will open at noon on Mondays, and will close when the 
seating capacity is met, or by noon on Fridays. Please register your 
family unit as a single seating group. Only those with reservations 
will be able to attend worship that Sunday. For those who are not 
yet comfortable returning, our live worship webcast will continue 
to be viewable online at www.shadysidepres.org/live.

The COVID-19 Task Force continues to meet regularly to monitor 
data and to prayerfully discern best plans as we move forward. We 
thank each member of the task force for their deep commitment 
to these important matters. We also thank you for your patience, 
understanding, and support during this transition. Should you 
have questions, please feel free to contact the church office: 
412.682.4300 or info@shadysidepres.org.

www.shadysidepres.orgMAY 2021       VOLUME 52, NUMBER 4

The

... because the mouse hears everything

Above: Detail of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church’s “Digital Mosaic,” created by 
illustrator Mark Bender. All rights reserved 
by Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Rev. Brian Wallace to 
Preach May 16
Worship at 11:00 a.m.

On Sunday, May 16, the 
Reverend Brian R. Wallace will 
preach during the service of 
worship at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Wallace has 
served in ministry since 2003 
and currently serves as one 
of the Associate Ministers of 
Pittsburgh Presbytery. In this 
role, he supports leaders and 
congregations throughout the 
Pittsburgh area. Brian is pas-
sionate about seeing ministry 
leaders fulfill their God-given 
callings and has a special place 
in his heart for students in mid-
dle and high school. He is also a 
volunteer high school leader at 
his family’s home church. He is 
married to Renee, who serves 
as his greatest cheerleader 
and most faithful critic. They 
are enjoying the golden age of 
parenting with two children in 
middle school.

We give thanks that Rev. 
Wallace will proclaim God’s 
Word among us this month. 
Please join us in welcoming him 
to Shadyside’s pulpit. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Above: Rev. Brian Wallace, Associate 
Minister to Pittsburgh Presbytery 

CARE & SUPPORT

Care Team Offers Help with Vaccine Process
The Care Team of Shadyside Presbyterian Church has the 
availability to aid congregation members with navigating the 
many websites to schedule COVID-19 vaccine appointments. 
These folks are vaccinated and can bring a laptop computer to 
your home to assist in this process. We also have vaccinated 
members that are available to transport congregants to vaccine 
appointments. Please let us know if you, or anyone you know, is 
in need of assistance. You may contact Linda Leach, Care Team 
leader, through the church office.
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Easter People Who Are Still Waiting 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent Me, so I send you.’ When He had said this, He 
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ ”    
John 20:21-22

We find ourselves now in the season of Easter. According to the 
Book of Common Worship, in this season, “we stand in light of the 
resurrection to see a new creation, transformed by the grace and 
glory of God.” We continue in this time of celebration through to its 
culmination on the Day of Pentecost. As we journeyed with Jesus 
through the wilderness during the season of Lent before receiving 
resurrection joy, so now do we rest a while with our risen Lord before receiving God’s Spirit. It is a 
season of celebration that is also a season of preparation for yet a new thing. And God always knows 
exactly the kind of preparation we need. 

On the evening of Easter, Christ appeared to disciples who fearfully huddled together behind locked 
doors in an upper room to avoid the scandal of their leader’s suffering and death. And into their fear, 
our risen Lord breathed the peace of His Spirit. This season that begins on Resurrection Sunday is a 
time of rest and healing after our long journey through the wilderness of Lenten longing: a time when 
our vision is reframed in light of the resurrection; when hope and peace is renewed; when our identity 
as Easter people is assured. 

Yet, at times, even this season can be a struggle. In last month’s issue of the Church Mouse, the 
Reverend Leach confessed that Lent is his least favorite season in the liturgical calendar, and I would 
venture to guess that there are many who share that sentiment. For the wilderness is unsettling. But 
it also can be unsettling when we find ourselves on the other side of wilderness liturgically, while 
our experience of the world continues to feel uncertain. When it comes to the Easter season, for all 
its celebration and rejoicing, we somehow still find ourselves waiting, longing. It is not a wilderness 
season, for resurrection has come. It is an interim season — a season betwixt and between. 

PASTORS’ MESSAGE

Note: Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the remaining months of the 
interim period. As we await God’s calling of our next senior pastor, the Human Resources Committee has 

developed a comprehensive plan in cooperation with the associate pastors to cover all of the responsibilities 
and ministry areas of the senior pastor role, so that, in Christ, all of the ministries of Shadyside Presbyterian 

Church may continue through this interim period.

On the evening of the resurrection, our risen Lord breathed the peace of His Spirit into the disciples’ 
fearful hearts. On the morning of Pentecost, Christ poured out the power of His Spirit on all people 
with abandon. For fifty days, the disciples were invited to rest in Christ’s peace before receiving His 
power, before dreaming the dreams and catching the vision that the Spirit had for them and for all 
the world. They needed that time to wrap their heads and hearts around all they had experienced; to 
come to a place of deeper understanding of who this risen Lord is, as well as a deeper understanding 
of who they are as people claimed by the good news of resurrection life.  

Our church finds itself in just such an interim time — a time betwixt and between. It is a time that can 
be unsettling as we await the fullness of whatever is the new dream the Spirit has for our community, 
before catching the vision that the Spirit has for the world as we experience it here and now. Yet as 
resurrection people on this side of the eschaton, we are always a people betwixt and between. At all 
times, we rest in the Easter assurance of new life, all the while seeking, longing for, working toward 
the fullness of transformation of all creation by the grace and glory of God. Thanks be to God that, as 
we do, God knows exactly the kind of preparation we need. 

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith 
Associate Pastor

“I will pour out My spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  
your elderly shall dream dreams, and your youth shall see visions.”

Joel 2:28



Invitation to Communion, Celebrated Both On-Site and Online on May 2
Our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 2, will 
incorporate a celebration of the Sacrament of Communion. 

Those who are able to register successfully to attend this service 
on-site may choose to bring their own elements from home; 
alternatively, pre-packaged elements will be available. Registered 
attendees will be reminded by email of the options for partaking of 
the Lord’s Supper on-site.

Those who are unable to attend worship in the Sanctuary may 
celebrate Communion virtually through our worship livestream.  
In preparation for the Sacrament, we invite you to look through 
your own kitchen to find “bread and beverage.” While there is rich 
symbolism in the elements we traditionally use to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper, the Church also has a long history of using the most 
fitting materials that are readily available in any given time and 
setting. So feel free to be creative and use what you have on hand.

Prior to our time of worship, please prepare your worship space. 
Have your “bread” ready on a plate and your “beverage” poured. 
Any vessels will do, but you might consider using special dishes 
to help you remember that this is a holy meal, set apart from our 
regular meals. If it is safe to do so, you also may want to light a 
candle and place it nearby. Through the light, may you be reminded 
that Christ is present with us all in this meal.

During worship, you will be guided through the celebration and 
reception of the Lord’s Supper. Whether or not you are a member of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church, we invite you to prepare your heart 
to receive this Sacrament as a means of grace. For Christ is our host, 
and He invites all who seek Him to partake of this holy meal. In this 
time when we are separated by space, yet united in the Spirit, we 
remember that Christ is always at work, gathering us in unique ways.
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In Remembrance: The Communion Chalice, Flagon, and Plate pictured above were dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of Momoko Hayase Mills. For decades, Momoko faithfully prepared the Lord’s Table in our Sanctuary with humble reverence and deep 
love. Commissioned by Shadyside Presbyterian Church, the Communion set was fashioned by Deacon Garret B. Smith. We give thanks to 
God both for Momoko’s caring service and for Garret’s talented craftsmanship. Photograph taken by Nick Conti.

Some possibilities for bread:
• any kind of bread
• crackers
• cookies
• chips
• tortilla
• pita

Some possibilities for beverage:
• grape juice
• any other type of juice
• wine
• water

Note: If you have time and want to involve your family with a meaningful 
activity, consider baking a special loaf of bread together. Please contact Ellen 
Allston, Director of Christian Education for Children’s Ministry, for recipes she 
has shared with families by email. (Please see sidebar, right, for a beloved 
example: the traditional Reed/Gabud shortbread recipe for Communion.)

Sweet Communion

Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
Communion Bread Recipe

Ingredients:
1 ¾ c. sugar

1 c. (2 sticks) real butter
1 ½ c. milk

Whites of 2 eggs
6 c. flour

3 tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. salt

1 tsp. vanilla

Procedure:
Cream sugar and butter.

Add egg whites and whip them.

Add baking powder, salt,  
and vanilla. Mix.

Add some milk and some of the 
flour. Mix well. Repeat until all 

milk and flour have been added 
to mixture.

Cover and refrigerate overnight.

Divide mix into several parts. Put 
flour on table before rolling out. 
Roll out the dough until ½ inch 
thick. Slide onto cookie sheet. 
(Dough can be scored at this 

time.)

Bake at 350 degrees for 10-12 
minutes. Check after 10 minutes. 
Shortbread should not be brown. 

Important:  
Cool well before cutting.

Modifications:
This is a full recipe which  

can be halved or quartered.  
For those with allergies: half 

gluten-free all-purpose flour and 
half almond flour can be used; 

egg substitute also can be used.
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Published Presbyterians
A brilliant storyteller, choir member Lloyd Stamy’s 
newly-released book interweaves thrilling tales 
of intrigue, espionage, cyberwarfare, betrayal, 
determination, revenge, the dethronement of 
a president, and a reconciliation of troubled 
hearts and flawed psyches — all during the 
throes of a global pandemic. Strangers No More 
resists being cast in any one genre, and though 
an intense and compelling story, is told with an 
abundance of dry wit that keeps the reader amused along the way. 
Available from most major booksellers, it also can be obtained 
from Amazon: amazon.com/dp/1633854167. 

Jeffrey Parker, member and 
former Stephen Minister, bravely 
shares his story in Take The High 
Road: It’s Not Where You Begin, It’s 
How You Finish. Jeff believes that 
courage, resilience, and faith are 
crucial to overcoming adversity. 
In his book, he discusses helpful 
techniques for those with 
disabilities, addictions, and 
mental illnesses. It is available at 
amazon.com/dp/1728329132.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Vacation Bible School Vacation
Vacations can be extended periods of leisure and recreation; times 
when we try new things, visit new places; and relax. Shadyside’s 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is going to take its own vacation this 
year so the Children’s Ministry Team and families can try some 
new things, visit new places, and relax, as well. Although we 
would love to see our VBS kids in June, we think it is a good plan to 
wait until 2022 to return to offering our traditional VBS program. 
Families should look for emails containing activities and ideas 
for faith-based learning throughout the summer. Contact Ellen 
Allston if you would like to receive emails about upcoming events.

MISSIONS

Winter Storm Relief
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
has responded to the winter 
storms that impacted Texas 
and surrounding states by 
supporting Presbyterian Di-
saster Assistance (PDA) with 
$5,895. We thank those who 
contributed above and beyond 
the Mission and Urban Ministry 
Team’s amount to help our 
neighbors in need.

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Pittsburgh Seminary Names New President
The Reverend Dr. Asa J. Lee 
became president-elect of 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
(PTS) on March 30, 2021, 
and will assume his duties as 
president on June 7, 2021.

Eliza Smith Brown, chair of the 
search committee, and James 
Gockley, president of the PTS 
Board of Directors, are both 
members of our congregation.

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Lee to the Pittsburgh community, 
and learn more at www.pts.edu/Asa_Lee_President. 

Above: The Reverend Dr. Asa J. Lee, 
President-Elect of Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary

IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.

•	 Natalie Hulme Curry
•	 Francis Evarts Fairman III
•	 Constance Smith Reilly
•	 Betty Jane Stenger

In addition, longtime members 
may remember Ceci Sommers, 
a former member who remained 
a friend of our church family. 
Over the course of a dozen 
years, Ceci was very active at 
Shadyside, serving as a trustee 
and on many committees — 
arts, AIDS care, stewardship, 
bazaar, planned giving, and 
representative nominating. She 
was married to the late John 
Haughwout, a church elder and 
trustee. One of Ceci’s children, 
Christopher O’Riley, performed 
on the Music in a Great Space 
concert series, among his many 
other accomplishments as a 
classical pianist.

Please remember in prayer 
the family and friends of all of 
these individuals, especially as 
they mourn their losses during 
the pandemic and face the 
unique challenges of grieving in 
isolation.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1633854167
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1728329132


Update from Our Seminary Intern
Part of my training in my Field Education class this year has been 
trying to develop the skill of seeing what it is that Christ is up to in 
any given part of the world. One of the first lessons we learned is 
that one of the most basic truths that can be said of any congregation 
is that it is a group of people gathered together by Christ. Our 
presence together is evidence of Christ’s continued work. Everyone 
at Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) is privileged to share in this 
common identity — being the church, with a wealth and diversity of 
individuals whom Christ has called to this particular congregation, 
for this particular time and for a particular purpose.

Over the past eight months, I have had the genuine benefit of 
witnessing the talent, passion, and character of many of the folks 
gathered by Christ at SPC. Whether it be by Zoom committee 
meeting, Christian education programming, the Care Team, Sunday morning Bible study, the 
COVID-19 Task Force, weekly youth gatherings, or the work done by dedicated folks behind the 
scenes, I have been blessed to learn a great deal about the way in which Christ works in Pittsburgh’s 
East End through the ongoing testament of your presence and commitment to it. My time with all of 
you has been a real gift, and though I still have yet to meet many of you, I look forward to the day when 
we can finally have more proper face-to-face introductions.

Looking ahead, as this academic year is coming to a close, I am comforted to know that I will be 
returning to SPC for another year in the fall. Over the summer, I intend to serve as a hospital chaplain 
for my Clinical Pastoral Education experience, and then I will return in September to walk with you 
all for another year at SPC. The work of Christ is ongoing, and it has been a real joy to witness it in 
Pittsburgh alongside the people He has gathered together for it at SPC. May our work together over 
the coming year serve as a hearty “Amen” to what He is up to in our neck of the woods.

Wesley C. Smith 
Student Assistant Pastor
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Above: Wesley C. Smith

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“Hosanna in the Highest!” (above, from left to right): A little rain cannot dampen the enthusiasm of Eleanor Felter, Robert Felter,  
Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith, Ellen Allston, and Wes Smith, as they safely greet palm pick-up participants in the church’s semi-circular 
driveway on Palm Sunday. Photograph taken by Stephen Donnelly.

Drive-by Palm Pick-up Event Provides Blessed Beginning to Holy Week
The Youth and Children’s Ministries joined together on Palm Sunday, March 28, to distribute palms 
and cookies baked by Chef Steven Bright to our church family.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
If we are able to continue on-site Sunday worship with limited 

attendance, pre-registration is required; find details and updates at 
shadysidepres.org/register. Online worship will continue.

Sunday, May 2, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching 

Please see the article on page 3.
Sunday, May 9, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching
Sunday, May 16, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Brian R. Wallace, preaching 
Please see the article on page 1.

Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching
Trinity Sunday, May 30, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

View our worship livestream at www.shadysidepres.org/live  
If you are not able to gather on-site with us,  

we hope you will gather with us in spirit.

Children’s Chapel
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Children enjoy singing songs, hearing a story from the Bible,  
and praying with us on the church’s YouTube channel:   
www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch 
We are looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, May 3 
June-July issue

Thursday, July 1 
August issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

SESSION

Annual Meetings
The annual meetings of the 
corporation and congregation of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
will be held online at 1:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, May 16. Members 
are asked to attend so that we 
can accomplish the election 
of officers and handle other 
important business. Details 
will be shared with members 
by email. Phone access will 
be available for those without 
internet service; for details, 
please contact the church office 
by phone before Friday, May 14.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/register

