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The

... because the mouse hears everything

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge 
to Preach April 11
Worship Online at 11:00 a.m.

On Sunday, April 11, the 
Reverend Dr. Sheldon Sorge 
will preach during the service of 
worship at 11:00 a.m. We give 
thanks that he will visit us after 
Easter to share God’s Word 
with us.

The Reverend Dr. Sorge is the 
Executive and General Minister 
for Pittsburgh Presbytery. 
Before his election to this office 
in 2009, he was a pastor of con-
gregations in North Carolina, 
Virginia, and West Virginia, 
and served the Theology 
and Worship Office of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
in Louisville, Kentucky. He is 
married to the Reverend Dr. 
Tammy Wiens, who serves as 
Director of Christian Education 
and Christian Formation for the 
National Council of Churches. 
Together they enjoy writing and 
performing music, rail-to-trail 
bicycle rides, and long walks on 
golf courses.

Please join us in welcoming Rev. 
Dr. Sorge to Shadyside’s pulpit. 

Photograph: Detail of the Communion table in the Chancel of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church depicting the Agnus Dei. Table design by Charles Marcus Osborn, 1938. 
Photograph taken by Nick Conti.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Virtual Worship for Holy Week and Easter

Join Shadyside Presbyterian Church online during Holy Week to 
find your place in the Passion and the new life Easter offers. 

Palm Sunday, March 28
11:00 a.m.  online only

Rev. Portz preaches during a service augmented with archival 
choral recordings and new brass and organ recordings.

12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Drive-through Palm Distribution
Following worship on Palm Sunday, the Children’s and Youth 
Ministries will sponsor a drive-by palm pick-up. All parishioners 
are invited to receive palms safely in the church driveway.

Maundy Thursday, April 1, at 7:00 p.m.  online only

A Communion service includes a meditation from Rev. Leach, the 
Lord’s Supper, and music offered by soprano Kathy Linger and 
Chatham Baroque.

Good Friday, April 2
10:00 a.m.  online only

A Family Service — led by the Children’s, Youth, and Family 
Ministries — includes a message from Rev. Buckwalter Smith.

7:00 p.m.  online only

The Service of Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness” or “shadows”) 
marks the events of Good Friday and features music by a cello trio.

Easter Sunday, April 4, at 11:00 a.m.  online only

A festival service celebrating the Resurrection of the Lord includes 
brief homilies from each of our pastors, archival choral recordings, 
and new brass and organ recordings.

Above: The Reverend Dr. Sheldon Sorge, 
General Minister to Pittsburgh Presbytery 
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Resisting the Temptation to Rush through Lent 
As we continue in the holy drama which will soon unfold during 
Holy Week, it may not be the best time for me to confess that Lent, 
perhaps, is my least favorite season of our liturgical calendar. It 
does not help that, for us at least, Lent kicks off in a season when the 
nights last much longer than the days, and the local meteorologists 
use the term “bone-chilling” far too often — not to mention the 
repeated snow shoveling and the vitamin D supplements. (Must 
they be so large?)

Though, if I am honest, none of those bother me too much. What 
bothers me is that I enter this Lenten journey being reminded of 
my own mortality, and, in turn, I am called to remind you of yours. 
That is what really bothers me, but thus begins our journey toward the cross. The early steps of this 
journey lead me to confront and confess my sins while placing them at the cross. I, then, am called to 
remind you of your sin so you may do the same. That is not my favorite, either. Frankly, I would rather 
just rush toward Easter morning.

Yet, year after year, I fight the temptation to rush. If our Lenten journey is truly a holy drama, then 
Easter morning is the final act. And a drama’s final act is never meant to stand alone. The final act of 
Easter morning is only fully comprehended in the context of the drama which leads to it. The journey 
may not be one of joy, but the drama prepares us to receive joy, to exude joy. If you have found 
yourself rushing in this season, I encourage you to slow down through Holy Week, because it is not 
too late to join in the drama. 

Like me, Lent may not be your favorite, but it may in fact be our most meaningful season. May we 
continue this slow journey of preparation, so that, in a few short days, with both gravity and joy, we 
can begin our rejoicing with the proclamation, “Alleluia!”

The Reverend Todd E. Leach 
Associate Pastor for Missions

PASTORS’ MESSAGE

Note: Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the remaining months of the 
interim period. As we await God’s calling of our next senior pastor, the Human Resources Committee has 

developed a comprehensive plan in cooperation with the associate pastors to cover all of the responsibilities 
and ministry areas of the senior pastor role, so that, in Christ, all of the ministries of Shadyside Presbyterian 

Church may continue through this interim period.

CARE & SUPPORT

Meal Train Ministry

“Give us this day our daily bread.” Matthew 6:11

“Give us this day our daily bread.” Such a simple phrase in the Lord’s Prayer, but it also presents an 
incredible opportunity for us to bless others. Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Meal Train Ministry 
unites volunteers to provide meals for individuals or families in need, whether it is the celebration of 
a new baby or recuperation after a surgery.

As needs arise, requests are sent to Meal Train Ministry members via email. If you are available 
to cook for that situation, you will have the opportunity to sign up through an online calendar. You 
can either deliver the meal, or bring it frozen to the church, and someone else can deliver it. We are 
always looking for more cooks, and you are always welcome to participate as your schedule allows. 
If you do not cook, or if you would prefer to provide a “contact-free” meal during COVID-19, another 
great way to participate would be to utilize delivery from Grubhub, DoorDash, a local restaurant, or 
a grocery store.

To sign up, or to request more information, please contact Deacon Jan Collins through the Meal Train 
Ministry email: spchelpers@gmail.com. Also, please share with Rev. Lynn Portz or one of the pastors 
if you are aware of someone in need of a meal. This is a wonderful way for our church to care for one 
another, and to share Christ’s blessings. Thank you!
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Discovering Presence

“That we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.”  
Romans 1:12

Youth ministry is largely a ministry of presence — about building trusted relationships in which youth 
can discover who they are as God’s beloved people and what it means to be a member of Christ’s 
community, the church. Along with God’s people of all ages, youth are called to bring their unique 
gifts and interests, their joys and successes, into the life of the church. And they are also called to 
bring their questions and struggles. Like all ministry, it is about continually learning how to be in 
relationship with God, and about what that relationship means for how we engage the world around 
us. 

During the past year, we have discovered new ways of being present with one another, that we might 
be mutually encouraged. Here is a taste of what we have been up to:

• Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays (SPYS) online: Most weeks, we gather with the youth 
online. We pray together, talking with one another and with God about the challenges and 
disappointments of this time, as well as the blessings. We also wrestle together with Scripture 
passages and play games, such as online Pictionary and home scavenger hunts. 

We also have found opportunities to gather safely in-person for masked and physically distanced 
activities. 

• Picnic at North Park: We kicked off the year at North Park with boxed lunches from Panera, 
fellowship, and kayaking.

• Outdoor movie at the Buckwalter-Smith home

• Forest restoration: Shadyside youth planted nearly thirty trees as part of a project in partnership 
with The Open Door Presbyterian Church, Beulah Presbyterian Church, and Plant Five for Life.

• Cookout at Highland Park with Bible discussion and lawn games

• Ice skating at Schenley Park Skating Rink

• Baking with Chef Steven Bright: Youth brought home samples of their creations and sent the 
rest to UPMC hospitals to brighten the day for those serving as chaplains.

Still to come this spring:

• Scavenger hunt exploring the cultural side of Pittsburgh

• Outdoor service projects

• Brick-oven pizza party at the Balaan home

• Year-end cookout and kayaking at North Park 

Even while we are physically separate, we are discovering the blessings of presence, drawing closer 
to one another and to God through fellowship, learning, and service. If you are interested in volunteer 
opportunities, please contact the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith: ksmith@shadysidepres.org.

Youth Ministry Committee: Elder Susan W. Balaan; Elder Mark A. Krofchik;  
Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, Associate Pastor; and Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor

YOUTH MINISTRY

Above (from left to right): Watching E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial outside at the home of Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith and Garret Smith; 
Mac Amole waves while ice skating at the Schenley Park Skating Rink; planting thirty trees at Beulah Presbyterian Church.
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Update on the Organ Refurbishment Project
The first phase of the Chancel organ cleaning and restoration 
project took place this past summer. The console — the place where 
the organist sits and plays the keyboards — was taken to the organ 
builder’s shop in Ohio, where it was cleaned and repaired. The 
internal computer components, all of which were twenty-five years 
old and very outdated, were replaced with much more efficient and 
versatile components. 

The horizontal trumpets of the trompette en chamade also were  
taken to the shop, where they were cleaned, regulated, and re-
voiced to blend more harmoniously with the rest of the pipework.

This fall, the console was returned and reprogrammed. The 
organ builders have returned a number of times to take some 
other pipework for cleaning and to begin preparing for more work 
this spring: repairing some plasterwork damage from rain and 
construction; reinstalling the horizontal trumpets; thoroughly 
cleaning the entire interior; and regulating all the pipework in the 
Chancel, both exposed and enclosed behind the grillwork. Many of 
the leather components in the bellows have deteriorated and will 
be replaced, as well. The hope is to complete the Chancel organ 
project by June 2021.

This is the first major cleaning and regulation the Chancel organ has undergone since it was installed 
twenty-five years ago. The balcony organ, installed in 1973, will be scheduled for similar repairs in 2022.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Uplifting Experience: A scissor lift in the 
Sanctuary assists the staff of Charles Kegg 
Organbuilders to remove the horizontal 
trumpets of the trompette en chamade  
above the Chancel arch for cleaning 
and regulation last year. The horizontal 
trumpets were returned and reinstalled in 
their positions last month.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Adult Christian Education Schedule
On Easter Sunday, April 4, no Christian Education studies will meet 
at 9:30 / 9:45 a.m. Classes will resume on Sunday, April 11, at 
9:30 / 9:45 a.m. via Zoom videoconferencing. The Bible study led 
by Elder Jason Huber will continue to explore the Pauline epistles, 
focusing on 2 Corinthians, and a new topical book study will begin. 
Please watch the Mini-Mouse for details about the new study. Zoom 
links are delivered via congregational email on Sunday mornings.

Photograph: Detail of a carving above the entrance to the Hugh Thomson Kerr Church 
School Building, where the Chapel of Shadyside Presbyterian Church is located. The lamp 
carving illustrates the Scripture: “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” (Psalm 119:105)

Drive-through Event: Children’s Bible Presentation

Sunday, April 18, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., in the Church Driveway

Following worship on Sunday, April 18, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., Shadyside Presbyterian Church will 
present age-appropriate Bibles as gifts to our young people. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction,  
and for training in righteousness.”

2 Timothy 3:16

Primary-age and preschool-age versions will be offered. If you know of a child in third grade or 
younger in our congregation who has not received this wonderful gift, please contact Ellen Allston, 
Director of Christian Education for Children’s Ministry, by Sunday, April 11, in order to participate in 
the drive-by event. Bibles will be inscribed with the child’s name.



5

Above: Rebecca L. Young

Rebecca Young’s Preparation for Ministry of Word and Sacrament
On Wednesday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m., Rebecca Young will preach during our virtual vespers service. 
In January, the Commission on Preparation for Ministry of Pittsburgh Presbytery unanimously 
approved Rebecca’s transition from Inquirer to Candidate for Ordination with the PC(USA).

A student at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Rebecca previously 
became an Inquirer under the care of the Session of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) in April 2019. During this time, she 
has served as student pastor at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian and 
Emsworth United Presbyterian Churches, in addition to serving as a 
chaplain at UPMC Shadyside Hospital.

A member of our church family since 2013, Rebecca began attending 
worship at SPC after moving to Pittsburgh for graduate school in 
the summer of 2012. Rebecca was ordained as a ruling elder at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Xenia, Ohio, and served as 
a ruling elder with Shadyside’s Session for four years. During that 
time, she served on the Adult Christian Education Committee, as 
well as the Budget and Finance Committee. In addition, Rebecca 
also has served on the leadership team of SPC’s Young Adult and Graduate Student Ministry and has 
enjoyed working with students and youth. She also loves all of Shadyside’s volunteer opportunities 
with local mission partners.

With a background in journalism and international development, Rebecca has worked in various 
countries in North Africa and Europe. She volunteers as a high school soccer coach and with the 
Humane Animal Rescue.

Please join us in praying for Rebecca as God continues to guide her path to ordained ministry.

SESSION

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
We regret that we cannot gather on-site for worship,  

but we hope you will gather with us in spirit.

Please see page 1 for Holy Week worship information.
Sunday, April 11, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Dr. Sheldon Sorge, preaching 
Please see the article on page 1.

Sunday, April 18, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Sunday, April 25, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Currently, all services will continue online only; should this change,  
we will update you through other church communication channels.  
When we are able to resume on-site Sunday worship with limited 
attendance, registration will be required; find details and updates  
at shadysidepres.org/register. Online worship will continue.

Virtual Midweek Vespers
These 30-minute Communion services include a homily, the 

Lord’s Supper, and music offered by a vocal soloist.
Wednesday, April 7, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

Wesley C. Smith, Student Assistant Pastor, preaching
Wednesday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

Rebecca L. Young, preaching  (please see article above)
Note: No vespers will occur on Wednesdays, April 21 and 28.  
Vespers will resume in the fall. Watch for midweek programs  

presented by the Music Ministry during the summer.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Thursday, April 1 
May issue

Monday, May 3 
June-July issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Monday, April 26

Shadyside’s Grief Support Group 
provides encouragement and a 
faith-centered perspective for 
those who have lost a loved 
one. For details and to access 
the meeting, contact Rev. Portz. 

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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