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What is  L ent?  

Today is the third S unday in the season of Lent.  Lent is the forty days (not 
counting S undays) leading up to the celebration of Easter.  It is a time when we 
remember all J esus has done for us.  We will hear stories from the bible during 
Lent about J esus’s ministry, from the beginning up until the day he died.  Lent 
helps us remember the events leading to J esus’ death, but even more 
importantly, Lent helps us get ready to celebrate Easter. 
 
 

O ur bible readings are from: 
• Exodus 10:1-11 in the O ld Testament 
• J ohn 2:13-22 in the New Testament 
 
 

Des troying  and B uilding  the Temple 
J es us  s aid, “G et thes e things  out of here!  D on’t make my F ather’s  hous e a place of 
bus ines s .”…T hen the J ewis h leaders  as ked him, “B y what authority are you doing thes e things ?  
What miraculous  s ign will you s how us ? ”  J es us  ans wered, “Des troy this  temple and in three days  
I will rais e it up!”  J ohn 2:16, 18-19  

 
Imagine being in our church, in our sanctuary, for worship.  Mr. Anderson plays the 
organ; the choir sings; our pastors pray, read the bible, and share a sermon.   

 
Now, imagine what it would like if other people came in and set-up a 
flea market in our sanctuary while we are worshipping G od.  What 
would you think if one of those people told you you had to buy the 
hymnal if you were going to sing?   Maybe you have to pay for the 
bulletin too and maybe even you have to pay to take communion!  To 
make matters worse, you can’t use real money to buy these things 
either.  There are tables where you give someone real money and 
then they give you tokens to use to get the things you need for 
church. 
 

Well,  as weird as that all seems, that’s what it was like when J esus 
went into the temple in J erusalem.  The place was a loud, crazy 
mess and that got J esus really angry.  J esus flipped the tables over, 
told everyone selling stuff to get out.  J esus pretty much told 
everyone they were destroying G od’s temple. 
 
J esus then said that people could destroy the temple, but that in 3 
days, J esus could build it back up!  What?   It took 46 years to build 
the temple, how could J esus build it again in 3 days?  
 
Pastor Lynn will help us understand what J esus meant about rebuilding the temple in 3 
days.  J esus wasn’t talking about the building, was he?   
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L is tening  for J es us  in the Mus ic  
J esus  said, “Y ou do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” J ohn 13:7 
 

There were a lot of times J esus said and did things the disciples didn’t understand right 
away.  Today’s story about J esus in the temple is one of those times.  It wasn’t until 
after J esus died that people understood what he meant by the temple being rebuilt in 
three days. 
 
Today, we sing a hymn titled, “G od Moves in a Mysterious Way.”  The words are 
printed below.  This started as a poem to help people understand the things G od does 
may be mysterious to us, but G od knows what G od is doing and does things with a 
purpose.  The hymn uses the poem’s words. 
 
Take some time to read lyrics.  What do you think some of the words mean?  
 

 
1 G od moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform. 
He plants his footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm. 
 

 
I wonder what kind of storm G od rides 

  
2 You fearful saints, fresh courage 
take; 
The clouds you so much dread 
Are big with mercy and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 
 

What would a cloud of mercy look like?  

  
3 His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding ev'ry hour. 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flow'r. 
 

I wonder what the flower is. 

  
4 Blind unbelief is sure to err 
And scan his work in vain. 
G od is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain. 
 

What would you like G od to explain to you?  
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