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... because the mouse hears everything

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Livestreaming  
Lenten Vespers 
Wednesdays in Lent  
Online at 7:00 p.m.

During Lent, our vespers 
services continue to explore 
the “I am” statements of Jesus 
from the Gospel of John. In the 
book of Exodus, God revealed 
Himself to Moses with a 
resounding “I am who I am.” 
God is the eternal, self-existent 
One, infinite and glorious, 
above and beyond all created 
things. Jesus notably uses the 
same identifying words as He 
reveals His unique identity 
and purpose as the Son of God 
who gathers all of creation into 
God’s redemptive care.

These online-only services 
include the Lord’s Supper, 
reflections from our pastors, 
and music offered by the 
Shadyside Strings, Chatham 
Baroque, and vocal soloists. 
Visit www.shadysidepres.org 
to connect remotely.

For the Lenten vespers 
preaching schedule, please see 
page 6.

Photograph: Detail of the “Easter Morn” art glass window in the north transept of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church, received as a gift in connection with the church’s fiftieth 
anniversary celebration and dedicated in honor of the founders of the church. A gift of  
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace H. Rowe, the window was designed by the Gorham Company of 
New York, 1916.  Photograph taken by Nick Conti.

An Update from the COVID-19 Task Force
We know that our church and, indeed, our whole world continues to navigate a challenging time of 
transition. In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, we give thanks for Christ’s peace and for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Please know that the COVID-19 Task Force continues to meet regularly to 
monitor data and to prayerfully discern best plans moving forward. 

As of the printing of this newsletter, the church building is open to visitors by appointment. The 
staff is working in the office. With the exception of small weddings, funerals, and memorial services, 
all other church activities, including Sunday services of worship, will not meet on-site until further 
notice. We anticipate worship restrictions will continue at least throughout Lent and Holy Week.

Continued on page 4

COVID-19 TASK FORCE

WORSHIP & MUSIC

All the Light of Sacred Story
Sundays in Lent • Virtual Worship Online at 11:00 a.m.

As we continue through the season of Lent, we journey with Jesus 
to the cross and we prepare to retell the sacred story of our Lord’s 
suffering, death, and resurrection. We find that God’s response to 
every darkness we face in the world is to enter into the darkness 
alongside us. We remember that the cross was a pivotal moment 
in redemption history, but it is not the end of the story. Christ still 
journeys with us through the darkness, ever leading us by His light 
into new life in the Triune God. Virtual services with Shadyside on 
Sundays will follow the Revised Common Lectionary, recounting 
the story of Jesus’ redemptive ministry. For the preaching 
schedule, please see page 6.
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New Mercies

“With each new day, when morning lifts the veil,  
We own Thy mercies, Lord, which never fail.”  
The Reverend Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr, 1916

It is hard to believe that it was a year ago in March when we gathered 
for worship in person, not knowing it would be the last time in a very 
long while. Although this has been a difficult year of separation for 
us as a church, with each new day I am reminded of the abundant 
mercies the Lord has provided for us in this time. Indeed, God has 
surprised Shadyside Presbyterian Church with blessings beyond 
measure, blessings that we never could have imagined.

So very many people stepped up in prayer, talent, and energy to help our church continue to provide 
worship and music, education, connection, care, and mission, even as we shifted to an (almost) 
entirely virtual format. It is impossible to count the number of people in our community and far 
beyond Pittsburgh who have been touched by these ongoing ministries.  

• Without missing a beat, worship and music ministry programs became widely accessible, 
first through pre-recorded services, and now, through livestreaming. The Communications 
Committee and our audio/video production team have worked tirelessly behind the scenes to 
make this possible.  

• Our Christian Education ministries have provided weekly virtual opportunities for children and 
adults, allowing many to participate who would not otherwise have been able to do so. Children 
and families have connected with one another in new and wondrous ways for many other creative 
opportunities. (Please see the Children’s Ministry article on page 3 for more.)

• Youth have continued to meet virtually, and, when possible, in socially distant in-person events.

• The Board of Deacons and Care Team have, with great love and dedication, provided an ongoing 
outreach to members through phone calls, emails, handwritten notes, and deliveries of flowers 
and cookies.

• Study groups on racial justice have met throughout the summer and fall, and mission partnerships 
continue to thrive in new and different ways.

• Virtual prayer groups, fellowship groups, Grief Support Group, and others continue to undergird 
our church with faithful connection and encouragement.

• The congregation continues to give generously to support the work of Christ through our church.

• Our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has continued to meet virtually each week, prayerfully 
discerning whom God will bring to be our next Senior Pastor.

Indeed, it seems that every day of the week, God’s people at Shadyside Presbyterian Church are 
gathering virtually in prayer, worship, conversation, planning, and learning, while growing ever closer 
to one another and to our Lord. Christ always faithfully sustains His Church through the upheavals 
and unexpected challenges of life! I am grateful to the countless number of people who have so 
generously offered their time and gifts to this ministry. I hope that, in these pages and future issues of 
the Mouse, you will find a small glimpse of all that God continues to do through Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church. Indeed, His mercies are new every morning!

Yours in Christ,

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz 
Associate Pastor for Parish Life

PASTORS’ MESSAGE

Note: Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the remaining months of the 
interim period. As we await God’s calling of our next senior pastor, the Human Resources Committee has 

developed a comprehensive plan in cooperation with the associate pastors to cover all of the responsibilities 
and ministry areas of the senior pastor role, so that, in Christ, all of the ministries of Shadyside Presbyterian 

Church may continue through this interim period.
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Guided by God to Do New Things

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in 
the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43:19

This past year has certainly been filled with challenges unlike any 
we have seen before. Our traditional ways of ministering to and with 
our children and families were put on hold as we sought new ways 
to connect. Not only did we identify new ways to worship, learn, and 
share, but we embarked on new ministries that will continue long 
after we are back in-person. Allow us to share a few highlights of the 
new things God is doing among us:

• Live children’s chapel webcasts every Sunday

• Children’s worship bulletins available for download each week

• Pen Pal Project, pairing children with each other in a letter-
writing effort

• Weekly “Happier Hour,” where parents and caregivers share 
joys and concerns via Zoom videoconferencing

• Christmas Card Caper, an intergenerational project sharing 
handmade cards from children in our church family

• Advent Devotional Study which reached more than fifty families

• Fellowship and community by means of our Children’s and Family Ministries’ Facebook page

The coming months will include:

• Lenten devotionals

• Broadcast of the Good Friday Family Service

• “Comets, Dinosaurs, and Jesus,” a Zoom workshop discussing God and science

• Bible distribution to preschool- and elementary school-aged children

We may not be able to gather in one physical space, but we are able to join together in God’s Kingdom 
in new and exciting ways. Our Children’s Ministry Team and a group of wonderful and dedicated 
volunteers strive to keep children and families connected. Please contact Ellen Allston if you are 
interested in volunteer opportunities.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

CARE & SUPPORT

Sharing Lilies and Remembering Loved Ones on Easter Sunday
This Easter Sunday, join in the celebration and the blessings of the season with a donation toward the 
church’s flower fund. Although we are unable to provide you with the opportunity to order a lily plant 
for yourself this year, we invite you to support the church’s flower fund and to memorialize loved ones 
by placing their names in the bulletin. 

• To submit names for the Easter Sunday bulletin, please visit www.shadysidepres.org/lilies, 
where you will find a link to our online submission form, as well as information on other ways to 
submit your loved ones’ names. Please contact us with your information by Sunday, March 14. 

• To donate to the church’s flower fund, please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give, where you can 
find a link to online giving, instructions, and information on how to donate through other means. 
There is no required minimum donation amount. Please give whatever you deem appropriate.

Not only will your donation help to beautify the sanctuary this Easter Sunday, but you also will be 
bringing joy to those who would be blessed by a lily delivery. As with the Christmas poinsettias, 
the deacons will distribute the Easter lilies to those in our congregation who may need a little extra 
care and support this spring. The lilies that appear in the Easter Sunday worship livestream will be 
collected by the deacons and delivered into the hands of those who need them most. Thank you for 
your continued support of ministries like these!

Please, Mr. Postman: Stephen Donnelly 
helps to assemble packages to send to 
families of children participating in our 
virtual Vacation Bible School in June 
2020. Photograph taken by Ellen Allston.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR INTERIM MINISTER

A Word of Thanks
Dear Friends in Christ, 

We would like to express to you our thanks for all of your 
thoughtfulness in wishing us well in emails, cards, and phone calls, 
as well as in our drive-by farewell on Valentine’s Day. Thank you, 
also, for the many ways in which we have shared in ministry these 
past two years.

We go, carrying with us the love you have shared, and pray that 
ours may abide with you, now and forevermore.

Grace and peace,

John, Judy, and Pat

COVID-19 Task Force Update — continued from page 1

While it is disappointing to accept that we will need to celebrate 
Christ’s Resurrection remotely again this Easter, we are convinced 
that we are making the most responsible choice for the health and 
safety of our congregation and our community. When we are able 
to return to our sanctuary for limited on-site worship, we will follow 
the protocols and pre-registration process previously established.

Recently, the Nursery School Board of Trustees approved a plan 
to open on March 1 for limited on-site instruction, with reduced 
attendance for different age levels on designated days of the week. 
Generally, classrooms will be limited to ten students and two to 
three teachers. If conditions allow, the nursery school will operate 
for three months before its summer break. Director Mary Lang 
expects that the nursery school will continue to follow important 
guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 
order to mitigate the spread of the virus in the fall.

We thank you for your prayers and your patience as we endure the 
public health crisis. We will communicate further with you as plans 
emerge for the gradual re-opening of the church building and offices; meanwhile, you are welcome to 
contact any member of the task force through the church office. Along with the Reverend Lynn Portz,  
the task force is comprised of Trustee Alex Dick and Elders Don Coffelt, Brigetta Del Re, Rob Ferguson, 
Carla Gedman, Jim Gockley, Bob Luthultz, and Alex Viehman. Read previous updates from the task 
force by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19. 

COVID-19 TASK FORCE

Photograph: Detail of a caduceus in the 
1968 bronze bas-relief by Virgil Cantini at 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. Dedicated 
to Shadyside physician W.D. Richards, the 
artwork depicts the woman who touched 
the hem of Christ’s garment and was 
healed (Luke 8:43-48).

Fond Farewell: John and Judy Dalles and Pat Coleman receive the well wishes and thanks 
of the congregation during a drive-by farewell following worship on Valentine’s Day.

Now Receive God’s Blessing

A Benediction Hymn for 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church

As the benediction on his 
farewell Sunday with us,  

Dr. Dalles shared these words 
from a hymn he wrote for 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  
We are so grateful for this 
beautiful and touching gift!

Text: John A. Dalles
Tune: St. Martin

Now receive God’s blessing,
And Christ’s love unceasing,

May the Spirit’s presence
Light your way with reverence!

Joys, your life to lengthen,
Trials, your life to strengthen,

Woes to keep you caring,
Hope to make you daring!

Friends to be your neighbors,
Means to meet your labors,
Zeal to point you forward,
Faith to lead you onward!

(Repeat the first stanza  
as the final stanza.)

Copyright © John A. Dalles, 2021
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Missing the Ways Our Voices Make a Joyful Noise Together
The thing I am missing most dearly during this period of sheltering in place is our corporate worship, 
and, in particular, our singing together as a congregation. This act is the single most important aspect of 
a congregation’s music ministry. As overwhelmed as I am by the Kyrie of Duruflé’s Requiem, or the final 
movement in Bach’s Mass in B minor, I am moved even more deeply by the singing of a congregation. 

MUSIC MINISTRY

God’s love through Christ is incomprehensible, yet our life’s work is an attempt to comprehend this 
love and to respond with love through worship. Historically, Shadyside Presbyterian Church has loved 
the gift of music; it grants our spirits the divine ability to express to the Holy Spirit our deepest joys, 
our greatest sorrows; our fears and hopes; and our profound gratitude. Through this expression, we 
admittedly bare our most vulnerable secrets, though already known. This act of trust and admission is 
possible only in a relationship of love. This relationship has both a vertical and horizontal connection, 
binding us to God and to each other. Our singing together is perhaps one of the most overwhelming 
manifestations of God in His world — by the linking of our corporate spirit with the Holy Spirit of God.

The Psalmist calls on us to “make a joyful noise” — not necessarily a beautiful noise, or an in-tune noise, 
or an artistically nuanced noise, but rather, a joyful noise. Our singing together requires all of us: 
young, old; long-time members, new members; energetic voices, barely audible voices; monotones, 
trained singers — and even silent singers. Often when I am worshipping as a guest in another church, 
I do not sing with the congregation; I listen. It is not unusual for me to be moved nearly to tears by 
the clamorous sound of the voices around me. Though instrumentalists can communicate with deep 
sensitivity and tenderness, they still have their instrument behind which they can hide. When we 
sing, there is nothing behind which we can hide. Singing is an act that emerges from deep within 
our souls; it exposes our very being in front of everyone around us. It is interesting to note that the 
muscles we use to laugh and cry are the same muscles we use to sing. 

There are times when we are not able to pray aloud, but we listen to those around us as they 
pray in our stead. When the choir sings an anthem, they are singing as the extended voice of the 
congregation. Likewise, when the congregation sings, there are those among us for whom that act 
is most meaningful by participating as a listener — taking in the myriad of voices, rejoicing in the 
diversity of sounds and vulnerability of their expressions. 

My own faith formation — and continual nourishment thereof — comes primarily through hymnody. 
When I was a child, I kept a hymnal on my bedside table. It was the 1955 Presbyterian Hymnbook, 
colloquially referred to as “the maroon hymnal.” Often, my father, a Presbyterian minister, would 
come to tuck me in at bedtime, and we would sing a hymn together. I can remember these visits as if 
they were yesterday, and they remain one of the greatest gifts my father gave me. I can hear his nasal, 
somewhat out-of-tune voice and sense his broad shoulders and frame sitting at the edge of my bed. 
Though large in stature, there was a vulnerability to his singing that held in it a trust and openness 
which disarmed the towering presence of his being. The first piece I played on the piano at age four 
was a hymn. Our family sang hymns before meals and during the lighting of the Advent candles. We 
memorized hymns in Sunday School and children’s choir. All of this singing was done in community.

I did not choose this profession — church music — it chose me. It 
was gifted to me. I was created for it. There is no difference between 
who I am and what I do. My philosophy of church music does not 
stem from a commitment to a particular tradition or belief that there 
is one particular style or form that is more valuable than another. 
My experience making music in worship as a child and teenager 
defined great joy for me; it has given my life purpose and meaning 
throughout adulthood, and I am not fully whom I was created to be 
when I am not doing it. Making music in the context of the Church 
— with others — has been the window through which I experience 
most closely the Holy Spirit of God, and through which I am continually transformed by God. I miss 
this dearly — I miss doing this with my Shadyside family. I anxiously look forward to the first day when 
we are able to come together to resume it — with one great, unified, uproarious voice of joy.

Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry

“Worship that is sincere and thus pleasing to God can only spring from love.”
— Andrew Wilson-Dixon, The Story of Christian Music
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
We regret that we cannot gather on-site for worship,  

but we hope you will gather with us in spirit.
Third Sunday in Lent, March 7, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching
Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching
Palm Sunday, March 28, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Please see page 1 for more about Sundays in Lent. Holy Week 
information will be published in the April edition of the Mouse.

Virtual Lenten Vespers
A 45-minute candlelight Communion service includes a homily 

and guest musicians.
Wednesday, March 3, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Wednesday, March 10, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Wednesday, March 17, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Wednesday, March 24, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Please see page 1 for more about Virtual Lenten Vespers.  
Note: No vespers will occur on March 31.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, March 1 
April issue

Thursday, April 1 
May issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Monday, March 22

Shadyside’s Grief Support Group 
provides encouragement and a 
faith-centered perspective for 
those who have lost a loved 
one. For details and to access 
the meeting, contact Rev. Portz. 

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse


