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 WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP The Reverend Lynn M. Portz
Pastor:    Now we have seen the saving love of the Lord,

People:   The glory of God’s people and a light to all.

Pastor:    We will proclaim the gracious deeds of God;

People:   The steadfast love of the Lord is great.

All:    Let us worship God!
Based upon Isaiah 63:7; Luke 2:30-32

s	 HYMN  483
Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above Mit Freuden zart

1.  Sing praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation, 
The God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation; 
With healing balm my soul is filled, and every faithless murmur stilled: 
(Refrain:)  To God all praise and glory!

2.  What God’s almighty power hath made God’s gracious mercy keepeth; 
By morning glow or evening shade God’s watchful eye ne’er sleepeth; 
Within the kingdom of God’s might, Lo!  all is just and all is right:  (Refrain)

3.  The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing, 
An ever present help and stay, our peace, and joy, and blessing; 
As with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band:  (Refrain)

4.  Thus all my gladsome way along, I sing aloud Thy praises 
That all may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body take your part:  (Refrain)

Text: Johann Jacob Schütz, 1675.  Translation: Frances Elizabeth Cox, 1864; alt.   
Music: Bohemian Brethren’s Kirchengesang, 1566.

s  Those who are able are invited to stand.

Order of Worship
We regret that we cannot gather in person, but we are grateful to be gathered in spirit.   

We invite you to spend a few moments in quiet meditation to prepare yourself for worship  
and allow yourself to be surrounded by the peace of Christ before we begin.

December 27, 2020 • 11:00 a.m.

First Sunday of Christmas
www.shadysidepres.org
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s PRAYER OF ADORATION 

 ORISON 
Of the Father’s Love Begotten Traditional plainsong chant, 9th century

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir Ensemble
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, He is Alpha and Omega, He the Source, 
the Ending He, of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, evermore and 
evermore.  O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; angel hosts, His praises sing; powers, dominions, 
bow before Him and extol our God and King.  Let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in 
concert ring, evermore and evermore.  Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, 
to Thee, hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be, honor, glory, and 
dominion and eternal victory, evermore and evermore!  Amen.

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348–413).   
Translation: John Mason Neale, 1854, and Henry Williams Baker, 1859.

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (spoken in unison) 
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ, You came among us as light shining in 
darkness.  We confess that we have not welcomed the light or trusted good news to 
be good.  We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping 
for less.  Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness 
of Your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Polish carol
Infant holy, Infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; oxen lowing, little knowing Christ 
the babe is Lord of all.  Swift are winging, angels singing, Noels ringing, tidings 
bringing: Christ the babe is Lord of all.  Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new, saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.  
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing greet the morrow: Christ the babe 
was born for you.
 Text: Polish carol.  Translation and paraphrase: Edith M. G. Reed, 1925.  Music: Polish carol.  

Harmonization: A. E. Rusbridge (1917–1969).  Used by permission of Rosalind Rusbridge.

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:   Believe the good news of the Gospel:
People:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
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s CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (sung in unison) Go Tell It
Go, tell it on the mountain over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born!  Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and 
God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  Go, tell it on the mountain over 
the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
 Text: Refrain, African-American spiritual, based on Luke 2:7-20, and Isaiah 40:9-11 and 42:11.  

Stanza, John W. Work II (1872–1925).  Music: African-American spiritual.   
Arrangement: John W. Work III, 1940.  Harmonization and adaptation: Melva Wilson Costen, 1987.  

Harmonization and adaptation © 1989 by Melva Wilson Costen.  All rights reserved.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION The Reverend Todd E. Leach

 SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 147:12-20 

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 ANTHEM
Christmas Medley  arr. John C. Walker

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir; Xiu-ru Liu, mezzo-soprano
Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; ye, who sang creation’s story, 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn 
King!  Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, God with us is now 
residing; yonder shines the infant light.  Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam 
afar; seek the great desire of nations; ye have seen His natal star.

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and Child!  Holy 
Infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace.  Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake, 
at the sight, glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing: “Alleluia; Christ the Savior is 
born.”  Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light, radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

[Translation:]  Holy night, blessed night, stars shine brightly, earth is still.  Hills and valleys, field 
and woodlands, all surround the small town Bethlehem.  In a manger Christ the Lord sleeps.  
Holy night, blessed night, angels sing praise, shepherds fear, earth and heaven ring with praises, 
Alleluia all creation sings.  Tell the good news: Christ is born now.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come:  Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare Him room, 
and heav’n and nature sing.  Joy to the world, the Savior reigns:  Let us our songs employ; while 
fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy.  He rules the world with truth 
and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love.
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 SCRIPTURE 
John 1:10-18 

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

 SERMON The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles
Endings and Beginnings

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  38
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol

1.  It came upon— the midnight clear, that glo—rious song— of old,
From angels bend— ing near the earth, to touch their harps— of gold;
“Peace on the earth—, good will to all, from heav’n’s all-gra—cious King”:
The world in sol—emn stillness lay, to hear the an—gels sing.

2.  Still through the clo—ven skies they come, with peace— ful wings— unfurled,
And still their hea—v’nly music floats o’er all the wea—ry world;
Above its sad— and lowly plains they bend— on ho—v’ring wing,
And ever o’er— its Babel sounds the blessed an—gels sing.

3. And ye, beneath— life’s crushing load, whose forms— are bend —ing low,
Who toil along— the climbing way with painful steps— and slow,
Look now! for glad— and golden hours come swift—ly on— the wing;
O rest beside— the weary road, and hear the an—gels sing.

4.  For lo, the days— are hast’ning on, by proph—et bards— foretold,
When with the ev—er-circling years comes round the age— of gold;
When peace shall o—ver all the earth its an—cient splen—dors fling,
And the whole world— give back the song which now the an—gels sing.

Text: Edmund Hamilton Sears, 1849.  Music: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850.

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   |  The Apostles’ Creed The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen.
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 PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 ANTHEM
Gesù Bambino Pietro A. Yon

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir; Curt Scheib, bass-baritone
When blossoms flowered ’mid the snows upon a winter night, was born the Child, the Christmas 
Rose, the King of Love and Light.  The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced; 
and at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced.  O come, let us adore Him; O come, let 
us adore Him; O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  Again the heart with rapture glows, 
to greet the holy night, that gave the world its Christmas Rose, its King of Love and Light.  Let 
ev’ry voice acclaim His name, the grateful chorus swell; from Paradise to earth He came that 
we with Him might dwell.
 Text: Frederick H. Martens

s DOXOLOGY  (sung in unison) Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709.  Music: Genevan Psalter, 1551.

s OFFERTORY PRAYER 

s	 HYMN  40
Joy to the World Antioch

1.  Joy to the world, the Lord is come:  Let earth receive her King;  
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2.  Joy to the world, the Savior reigns:  Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3.  No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

  (Hymn continues on page 6.)
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Thank you for worshipping with us virtually this day.   
Please let us know you joined us online today by clicking here and completing the form.

Soli Deo gloria! 

The white poinsettias in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of Richard D. Baker Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Baker, and Susan Dunstan Baker.

Singing in the Chancel Choir Ensemble this morning are Meghan DeWald Althouse, Dr. Kathy Linger,  
and Gail Roup, soprano; Jane M. Boyle and Jolanta Doherty, alto; Dr. Mark A. Boyle, Alex Sabo, and  
Timothy Stoddard, tenor; Brian Doherty, baritone; and Hayden Keefer, bass.

We gratefully acknowledge the helpful contributions of the Session’s task force for online worship:  
Elders John E. B. Baldridge, Brigetta P. Del Re, and Victoria L. Potter, who assisted in coordinating the 
logistics of presenting a virtual service of worship on the Internet.  We also thank Dr. Mark A. Boyle for 
his assistance in recording the Chancel Choir Ensemble’s video segment.

Today from Shadyside Presbyterian Church

4.  He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1719; alt.  Music attributed to George Frideric Handel, 1742;  
arranged by Lowell Mason, 1836.

s	 BENEDICTION

s	 CHORAL RESPONSE

https://www.shadysidepres.org/check-in
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Building Status – Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the church building is open on a limited basis to members 
and guests by appointment only.  With the exception of small weddings, funerals, and memorial services, 
all other activities, including Sunday services of worship, will not meet on-site until further notice.  In order 
to recommend our advancement to the next stage of re-opening at the appropriate juncture, the COVID-19 
Task Force is monitoring government guidance as well as local data for COVID-19 cases and positivity rates.

Virtual Friendship Pad – Please take a moment to let us know you joined us today by “signing” our virtual 
friendship pad.  Complete the form at www.shadysidepres.org/check-in and click submit.  Thank you!

Offering envelopes have been mailed to those who requested envelopes when making their 2021 stewardship 
pledge.  If you have not already done so and you would like to receive offering envelopes, please contact the 
Finance Office.

Pledges and Year-end Giving – As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have completed 
paying your pledge for this calendar year.  For those who make year-end gifts, please remember the church in 
your giving.  Both pledges and gifts must be received by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 30, in order to 
be included in this year.  Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2021, please do so by returning 
your form to the church, or pledge online by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.

Adult Christian Education Classes will not be held at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 27, 2020, or on Sunday, 
January 3, 2021.  Education classes for adults will resume online Sunday, January 10, 2020, at 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.  While the COVID-19 
countermeasures remain in effect, both prayer groups will meet virtually via Zoom videoconferencing.   
Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office to access the meetings.  (Note: The evening 
prayer group will not meet on New Year’s Eve.  Meetings resume Thursday, January 7.)

Virtual Midweek Vespers will not be held online on Wednesday, December 30.  Midweek Music Ministry 
programs will begin on Wednesday, January 6, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. on YouTube and Facebook.

Friday Evening Scripture and Prayer – Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Prayer Ministries invite you to a time 
of spiritual connection as we experience physical distancing.  Gather with us via Zoom videoconferencing 
on Friday evening at 7:30 p.m. to read the daily lectionary Scriptures and pray together.  Please contact 
Deacon Adam Loucks through the church office to access the meeting.

Children’s Chapel – The Children’s Ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church invites families to gather 
remotely with us for our weekly online chapel time on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  Children enjoy singing songs, 
hearing a story from the Bible, and praying with us.  Chapel worship streams live through a protected 
Facebook group; for access, please contact Ellen Allston: eallston@shadysidepres.org.  To view previous 
videos, visit the church’s YouTube channel.  We’re looking forward to celebrating Jesus with you!  (Note: 
Children’s Chapel will not occur on Sundays, December 27 and January 3.  Gatherings resume January 10.)

News and Notes
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Virtual Time of Fellowship – Immediately following worship, the Parish Life Ministry Team will host an 
informal Time of Fellowship online so that we may connect with one another and share the blessings and 
challenges we are experiencing in this time of isolation.  Folks are welcome to “come and go” as we check 
in with one another.  To participate in future virtual fellowship gatherings via Zoom videoconferencing, 
please contact Kaysie Strickland through the church office before noon on Thursday.  

Thursday Morning Coffee with Rev. Leach – While practicing “social distancing” we can be intentional 
about remaining connected with one another.  Rev. Todd E. Leach is inviting you to join in casual and 
informal conversation with him and others on Thursday, January 7, at 9:30 a.m.  This is an opportunity for 
us to check in with one another and, perhaps, share creative ideas of embracing this time of “self-isolation.”  
To join the conversation, contact Rev. Todd Leach: tleach@shadysidepres.org.

Women at the Well – Women of all ages are welcome to gather online with the “Women at the Well” for 
in-depth Bible study, discussion, and fellowship.  Friendships and connections grow deeper when we share 
the Scriptures in study and prayer.  Currently, we are concluding our exploration of Everything You Need, 
a study guide by Dr. David Jeremiah.  In general, we meet from 10:30 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month, but check the calendar for exceptions.  Our next virtual gathering occurs Thursday, 
January 14.  Please contact Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office to access the meeting via Zoom 
videoconferencing.  Also, later in January, we will begin our next study, which will continue through Lent.  
Consider obtaining your copy of He Chose the Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart, by Max Lucado, 
so you can be prepared for the Lenten study.  Join us as together we seek to quench the thirsting of our souls!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS) seeks its next president.  The search committee invites congregational 
communities such as ours to share suggestions of prospective candidates whom the committee might 
consider to lead PTS into the future.  For more information, please visit www.pts.edu/Presidential-Search.  
To recommend an individual, you may contact Eliza Smith Brown, chair of the search committee, or  
Jim Gockley, president of the PTS Board of Directors, both of whom are members of our congregation.  
Alternatively, names may be submitted to a general mailbox at PTSPresident@agbsearch.com.

The Pastor Nominating Committee is comprised of seven members of the congregation: Susan Balaan,  
Sara Brooke, Don Coffelt, Percy Jackson, Adam Loucks, Ann Pauley, and Janet Rohrer.  Previous updates 
from the PNC are published on the church website: www.shadysidepres.org/pnc.  You may contact them 
via email: pnc@shadysidepres.org.  Please continue to pray for them as they work to discern whom God 
is calling to be our next senior pastor.  

eGiving Options – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers secure eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org/give to begin a one-time or recurring contribution; 
or, text SHADYSIDE and an amount to 73256, then follow the link to complete your gift.  Thank you for 
faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a  
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Geffel at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if 
requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.
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Care and Support – Your pastors, staff, elders, deacons, and Care Team remain deeply committed to caring 
for our congregation.  We are making every effort to remain connected, especially with those who are most 
vulnerable and those who may be feeling lonely or anxious.  We encourage you to stay connected by phone, 
email, or social media.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out by any of these means if you want to talk to someone.

By God’s Side: Blog from Dr. Dalles – Shadyside Presbyterian Church publishes By God’s Side, a weekly series 
of inspirational reflections from the Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, to support you in your spiritual journey.  
These pastoral messages appear in the blog section of the church website; each week, an excerpt is included 
in the Mini-Mouse e-newsletter with a link to continue reading the full blog entry on the website.  (If you 
do not already receive the e-newsletter, please see below.)  We hope this regular feature will help you to draw 
closer to God’s side in your life of faith.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by sending your subscription request in an email 
message to info@shadysidepres.org or by following the instructions at shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church online worship archive contains audio recordings of worship from 
previous years, which we encourage you to explore.  We hope these archived resources will enhance your 
personal devotional time as we face an extended period of physical separation from our community of faith.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information 
about the church’s programs and activities, as well as access to video and audio recordings of worship.

Midweek Music Ministry in Midwinter

··········  Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., beginning January 6, 2021  ··········

Beginning on January 6, 2021, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Music Ministry invites you to join us online 
on Wednesday evenings for a mini-series of musical programs curated by Mark A. Anderson, Artistic Director 
of the Music in a Great Space concert series.  From Epiphany until Lent, enjoy the sounds of organ, piano, and 

other instrumentalists, as well as vocal soloists.  Videos of these intimate presentations will be accessible to view 
on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  Refresh your spirit with music through these midweek programs!

Mission Partnerships of Shadyside Presbyterian Church
The mission outreach efforts of Shadyside Presbyterian Church range from educating community youth 
and feeding the homeless, to international efforts of caring for orphans and promoting health care.  Please 
visit www.shadysidepres.org/serve-others for more information regarding the church’s local, national, 
and international mission partners.  

https://www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse
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Church Calendar
··········  December 27 – January 3  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m. Virtual Worship on YouTube and Facebook — First Sunday of Christmas 

December 27 11:45 a.m.  Virtual Time of Fellowship via Zoom Videoconferencing

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group via Zoom Videoconferencing

  5:00 p.m. Yoga via Zoom Videoconferencing

  7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom Videoconferencing

WEDNESDAY  No Virtual Vespers

THURSDAY  New Year’s Eve — Offices Close at 12:30 p.m.

FRIDAY  New Year’s Day — Building Closed

  7:30 p.m. Evening Scripture and Prayer Gathering via Zoom Videoconferencing

SUNDAY  No Adult Christian Education Classes

January 3 11:00 a.m.  Virtual Worship on YouTube and Facebook — Second Sunday of Christmas

  Rev. Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching

 11:45 a.m.  Virtual Time of Fellowship via Zoom Videoconferencing

Sunday, December 27
Psalms 34; 150
Isaiah 62:6-7, 10-12
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 1:18-25

Monday, December 28
Psalms 2; 145
Isaiah 49:13-23
Isaiah 54:1-13
Matthew 18:1-14

Tuesday, December 29
Psalms 96; 146
Isaiah 12:1-6
Revelation 1:1-8
John 7:37-52

Wednesday, December 30
Psalms 93; 147:1-11
Isaiah 25:1-9
Revelation 1:9-20
John 7:53-8:11

Thursday, December 31
Psalms 98; 147:12-20
Isaiah 26:1-6
2 Corinthians 5:16–6:2
John 8:12-19

Friday, January 1
Psalms 98; 148
Genesis 17:1-12a, 15-16
Colossians 2:6-12
John 16:23b-30

Saturday, January 2
Psalms 48; 149
Genesis 12:1-7
Hebrews 11:1-12
John 6:35-42, 48-51

Sunday, January 3
Psalms 111; 150
Deuteronomy 33:1-5
1 John 2:12-17
John 6:41-47

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
··········  December 27 – January 3  ··········
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Adult Christian Education

· · · · · · · · · ·   Sundays prior to Worship  · · · · · · · · · ·

On Sunday mornings, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to gather online to attend the study  
of your choice.  Click here to learn more about each class, including access instructions.

 

The Pauline Epistles:  
1 Corinthians 

Led by Elder Jason M. Huber
via Zoom Videoconferencing at 9:45 a.m.

 

Becoming Brave: Finding the Courage to Pursue  
Racial Justice Now, by Brenda Salter McNeil  

Led by Elder Sharon A. Taylor, January 10–February 14
via Zoom Videoconferencing at 9:30 a.m.

BIBLE STUDY TOPICAL STUDY  

Note: Classes will not meet on December 27 and January 3.  Classes resume on January 10.

https://www.shadysidepres.org/learn-grow/adult-christian-education/

