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WORSHIP & MUSIC

From God with Love
Sundays in Advent at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Online

On Sunday mornings in Advent, 
our pastors lead us in limited 
on-site worship as we prepare 
ourselves for the arrival of God’s 
gift of love in the form of His Son 
Jesus Christ. Pre-registration 
through the church website is 
required for on-site attendance; 
access the registration form at 
shadysidepres.org/register. 
All services will continue to be 
available online, as well. The 
Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, 
preaching.

First Sunday of Advent, November 29
Keep Awake!  (Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Mark 13:24-37)

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, with Communion
While You Are Waiting  (Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a)

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13
Magnifying the Lord  (Psalm 126; Luke 1:46b-55)

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20
The Mystery Is Disclosed  (Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27)
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COMMUNICATIONS

Miracle on Amberson Avenue
Editor’s Note: Along with the season of Advent this year comes a bold step forward for our congregation: 
the introduction of video livestreaming services of worship. On the eve of this technological advancement, 
we take a look back at the form of online worship to which our church family has become accustomed over 
the course of 2020. The launch of livestreamed worship will mean that we will offer fewer pre-recorded 
productions, but we know a new real-time format will be a blessing to us in different and exciting ways. As 
we begin to bid a gradual farewell to pre-recorded worship videos this month, the following feature article 
shares an appreciation of the blessings we have enjoyed as a community of faith during this early chapter in 
Shadyside’s story of virtual worship, even while we welcome the next phase of online worship. 

The Lenten season had begun on Wednesday, February 26, with the inspiring worship services and 
uplifting music that Shadyside Presbyterians have come to expect. It all ended suddenly on Friday, 
March 13, with Mayor Peduto’s declaration of a state of emergency due to the coronavirus. The 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) Session approved a motion that no worship service would be 
conducted on Sunday, March 15, 2020, and an additional motion that Sunday morning worship and 
all church activities were discontinued until further notice, with a bulletin and sermon text for Sunday 
worship to be posted on the SPC website until further notice.

Continued on page 4 

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Virtual Vespers in 
Advent
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.: 
December 2, 9, and 16

These online-only candlelight 
services include Communion, 
reflections from our pastors, 
and music offered by the 
Shadyside Strings, Chatham 
Baroque, and vocal soloists. 
Visit www.shadysidepres.org 
to connect remotely.
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’Tis the Quiz for the Season
Here is a quiz. I have a hunch you will get every answer correct:

• What begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day (the 
Sunday nearest November 30), and ends on Christmas Eve 
(December 24)? 

• What is the first season of the Christian church year, leading up 
to Christmas and including the four preceding Sundays?

• What season symbolizes the spiritual journey of individuals 
and a congregation, as they affirm that Christ has come, that 
He is present in the world today, and that He will come again in 
power?

• When do we have a wreath in the sanctuary — and maybe in our own homes — to help us count 
the Sundays leading up to Christmas? 

• What is the faith-time period that is a time of expectant waiting for the celebration of the Nativity 
of Jesus at Christmas? 

• When is there often a pink candle in the church to symbolize joy?

• What time in the church year is marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, 
of longing? 

• During what season are the pulpit, Communion table, and stoles of the worship leaders either 
blue or purple? 

• In what season of the church year do we sing, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” and “Come, Thou 
Long Expected Jesus”? 

• In what season do we have special calendars with windows to count down to Christmas? 

• What season is hidden in the word “adventure”? 

• What is the anglicized version of the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming”?

• What time in the church year do we celebrate that Jesus is coming “From God with Love”?

Yes, you are right! It is Advent, of course. Plan to enjoy every moment of it.

Yours in Christ,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles 
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Right: Detail of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church’s Nativity art glass window, 
manufactured by Tiffany Glass Company 
in 1890 and based on the 1522 painting 
“The Holy Night,” by Correggio. Photograph 
taken by Mary Jane Bent.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Virtual Christmas Eve Service on Thursday, December 24
Virtual Candlelight Service 
at 8:00 p.m. (Online Only)
This virtual service begins with 
a prelude by harpist Nuiko 
Wadden and concludes with the 
singing of “Silent Night” during a 
ceremony of lights.
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MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

The Virtual Giving Tree 
Pajama and Slipper Gift Collection for Mission Partners

During the early weeks of Advent, the Community Partnerships 
Mission Action Community (MAC) will again sponsor the 
Giving Tree at Shadyside Presbyterian Church benefitting the 
families at Sojourner House; Sojourner House’s Mentoring, 
Opportunity, Motivation, and Spirituality (MOMS) program; and 
the Pennsylvania Organization for Women in Early Recovery 
(POWER). Please look for the Giving Tree on the church website. 
The virtual “tree” will share the name of a recipient, along with the 
corresponding size and color preference for pajamas and slippers. 
A member of the Community Partnerships MAC will register 
your name along with the name of the recipient via email. Gift-
wrapped packages should be returned to the church by Sunday, 
December 20; please affix to the package the gift tag that will be 
emailed to you. Your gift, along with your thoughts and prayers 
for the families of Sojourner House, Sojourner House MOMS, and 
POWER, are appreciated and will be a sign to them of Christ’s love 
this Christmas season. If you have questions about the Giving Tree, 
please contact Deacon Lisa Iadicicco through the church office.

CARE & SUPPORT

Deacons Prepare Care Packages for College Students and Military
The Board of Deacons recently 
assembled nearly two dozen 
care packages to send to college 
students and members of the 
military. The deacons complete 
this project twice each year; once 
at the end of the fall semester, 
and once at the end of the spring 
semester. We thank the deacons 
for helping our distant members 
to feel more closely connected 
to our church family, especially 
during the pandemic. Please 
keep our students and military 
personnel in your prayers as final 
exams and holidays approach.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Adult Studies Continue
Sundays at 9:30/9:45 a.m.  
via Zoom Videoconferencing

Bible Study
The Pauline Epistles: 1 Corinthians

Led by Elder Jason M. Huber

Topical Study
Hallelujah: The Bible and Handel’s 
Messiah, by Dr. Carol M. Bechtel
Led by Elder Margaret E. Heely

Note: Classes will not meet on 
December 27 and January 3.

Above (from left to right): Deacons Jan Collins, Megan Narcisi, and Connie Coffelt
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COMMUNICATIONS

Miracle on Amberson Avenue — continued from page 1

A bleak pronouncement, in the bleak midwinter, in the heart of Lent.

Pastors, church leaders, and members prayed for a way forward that would allow the SPC community 
to worship together and comfort each other, in spite of physical separation. 

A small task force was immediately formed by Session to explore and create various virtual ways of 
communicating with the congregation and the community. Elders John Baldridge, Brigetta Del Re, and 
Vicki Potter offered to serve, working with pastors and staff to develop plans. Funding to implement 
those ideas was made available through the SPC Communications Committee.

Pray like it all depends on God; work like it all depends on you.

A tried-and-true and deeply Presbyterian aphorism.  

We prayed and we worked. A miracle happened. One week after the cancellation of worship services 
in our beloved sanctuary, the first SPC online worship service was available on March 22 for members 
to watch and to participate in worship in the safety of their own homes. Elder John Baldridge, leading 
the task force, established a YouTube channel and worked with our indefatigable pastors to create a 
video worship service. Each pastor, using a cellphone or tablet, recorded individual worship segments 
and sent them electronically to John Baldridge. Dr. Dalles taped and sent his entire sermon, using 
curtains as a neutral background. Images from the archives, as well as video of worship that the 
Communications Committee has produced and collected over the past three years, were integrated 
into the video to create a sense of being in our sanctuary. John Baldridge spent hours of volunteer 
time pulling it all together in an inspiring worship experience. 

SPC members and friends gathered around computers, laptops, and cellphones to watch that 
first video and to participate in worship. There was comfort in the words of our pastors as they 
acknowledged the new deprivations of the COVID-19 pandemic. Rev. Lynn Portz warmly empathized, 
“We miss being with you, sharing in hugs and handshakes, in lighthearted conversation, and in deeper 
discussions about life and faith — and Chef Steven’s delicious homemade cookies.”

No one would say that worshiping online is like being together in church on Sunday. But what a gift 
when being together in the sanctuary is just not possible! Since SPC online worship started, there have 
been reported sightings of the Holy Spirit all over the place — in kitchens and living rooms, in home 
offices and in parked cars — as these worship videos have brought us together in Christian community. 

“For where two or three gather in My name, there am I with them.”

This first video became the template for SPC Sunday online worship, with archival choir anthems and 
congregational hymns soon added to the mix. In May, the ministers returned to the sanctuary, where 
their worship segments and sermons are now taped professionally. Mark Anderson and Mark Boyle 
created new choral videos which add immeasurably to the inspiration and beauty of online worship. 
John Baldridge, videographer and editor Nick Conti of Imagebox Productions, and our pastors 
continued to improve and develop the Sunday worship video into the moving, spiritual, and aesthetic 
experience it has become, replete with all of the musical and architectural detail that we members 
know and love. In addition, the SPC staff and members have created many other online worship 
and fellowship opportunities, including Children’s Chapel, Wednesday Vespers, the Midweek Music 
Ministry series, Bible studies, book studies, prayer groups, and even fellowship hour after Sunday 
online worship.

As we move cautiously into physically gathering at the church on Sundays, the pastors and Session 
are committed to continuing the SPC online worship ministry. Many of our members would prefer 
to continue to worship safely at home. Others who have joined our online community live too far 
away to come to church physically, but now love being part of our virtual congregation. This is a 
congregation not limited by viruses nor by the number of parking spaces. Our community of faith will 
use technology and the skills of our members and staff to continue to grow and to communicate the 
comfort and joy of faith in Jesus Christ. 

“The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in Him.” 

Thanks be to God.
Jayne Adair Cox, Chair, Communications Committee
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A Virtual Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 6, at 3:00 p.m. (Online Only)

On Sunday, December 6, at 3:00 p.m., Shadyside Presbyterian Church presents a virtual Service of 
Lessons and Carols. 

Based on the service begun at 
King’s College, Cambridge, in 
1918, the Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols tells the story of the 
fall of humanity, the promise of 
a Messiah, and the birth of Jesus 
through a series of Scripture 
readings, carols, hymns, and 
choral anthems. Please join with 
the pastors and the Chancel 
Choir on YouTube or Facebook 
as together we celebrate in 
word and in song the joys of the 
Christmas season. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Christmas with the Camerata 
Sunday, December 13, at 3:00 p.m. (Online Only)

The 28th concert season of Music in a Great Space continues with the Pittsburgh Camerata, presenting 
“Christmas with the Camerata” virtually, on Sunday, December 13, at 3:00 p.m.

In this exclusive web-based 
concert, the Camerata sings 
a program of choral and vocal 
music for Christmas. Recorded 
in advance, the performance 
will be released for viewing 
online at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 13, and available 
through midnight on Friday, 
January 1. Hear the music of 
the season sung by Pittsburgh’s 
premier professional chamber 
choir under the direction of 
Mark A. Anderson, the church’s 
Director of Music Ministry and 
the Camerata’s Artistic Director.

Virtual tickets and subscriptions 
may be purchased online at 
www.pittsburghcamerata.org.

Above: Alto Ellen Fast, a member of both the Pittsburgh Camerata and the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir, sings in last year’s Camerata Christmas concert, under 
the direction of Mark A. Anderson. Photograph by Nick Conti, Imagebox Productions.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

CARE & SUPPORT

A Different Approach for Poinsettias This Season
Although we are unable to provide you with the opportunity to order a poinsettia plant for yourself this 
year, we invite you to support the church’s flower fund and to place loved ones’ names in the bulletin. 
There is no required minimum amount for a donation; please give whatever you deem appropriate 
and know that, in addition to beautifying the sanctuary during the Advent and Christmas seasons, 
you also will be bringing joy to those who would be blessed by a poinsettia delivered by the deacons. 
Visit www.shadysidepres.org/poinsettia before Friday, December 18, for details and instructions.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
If we are able to continue on-site Sunday worship with limited 
attendance, registration is required; find details and updates  
at shadysidepres.org/register. Online worship will continue.
Please see page 1 for worship information about Sundays in Advent.

Sunday, December 27, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Endings and Beginnings  (Psalm 147:12-20; John 1:10-18)
Sunday, January 3, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
Divine Blessings in Christ  (Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ephesians 1:3-14)

Sunday, January 10, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

On Turning Over New Leaves  (Genesis 1:1-10; Mark 1:4-11)
Sunday, January 17, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching
Sunday, January 24, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
Gone Fishing  (Jonah 3:1-10; Mark 1:14-20)

Sunday, January 31, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Authority Figure  (Psalm 111; Mark 1:21-28)

Virtual Midweek Vespers
Please see page 1 for Virtual Advent Vespers.  

Note: No vespers will occur on December 23 and 30.

Midweek Music Ministry in Midwinter
Wednesdays, January 6 through February 10, at 7:00 p.m. 

Join us online to refresh your spirit with music! 

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, January 4 
February issue

Monday, February 1 
March issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

STEWARDSHIP

Pledges, Year-end Giving
As we come to the close of the 
year, please consider whether 
you have completed paying your 
pledge for this calendar year. For 
those who make year-end gifts, 
please remember the church 
in your giving. Both pledges 
and gifts must be received by 
4:30 p.m. on December 30 in 
order to be included in this year. 
Looking ahead, if you have not 
made your pledge for 2021, 
please do so by returning your 
form to the church, or visit
shadysidepres.org/pledge.


