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The

... because the mouse hears everything

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Remembering Loved Ones: All Saints’ Sunday, November 1
Christians throughout the world celebrate All Saints’ Day in honor 
of all the saints, both known and unknown. In most Protestant 
churches, it is celebrated on the first Sunday of November. 
Protestants regard all Christians, both past and present, as saints. 
As we solemnly remember all those who have died in the past year, 
we also focus on Christ’s victory over death. While the festival 
acknowledges the reality of death, we emphasize our hope in the 
Resurrection and our place in the “communion of saints.”

• During the All Saints’ Sunday morning service held virtually 
at 11:00 a.m., we will remember those members of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church who have been received into the Church 
Triumphant during the past calendar year. 

• On the afternoon of All Saints’ Sunday, at 3:00 p.m., the 
Music Ministry of Shadyside Presyterian Church will present 
a virtual Service of Remembrance with familiar hymns and 
readings.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Thanksgiving Eve Virtual Worship; Drive-up Food and Coat Collection
On Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 25, we set aside 
time in worship to give thanks for God’s many blessings. Please 
join us at 7:00 p.m. via Youtube or Facebook for this virtual service 
which will include Thanksgiving hymns, Scripture, prayers, and brief 
reflections on gratitude.

As Thanksgiving approaches, the Mission and Urban Ministry of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) invites members and friends 
to participate in drive-through collections supporting our partners. 

The Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) of SPC will collect non-perishable 
food items for the East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM) Food Pantry, which is experiencing an 
increase in food requests. During the following collection times, participants may pause in the circular 
driveway to get out of their car and pass off donation items to volunteers, or they may simply pop the 
trunk, and volunteers will remove the donations from the vehicle.

• November 19: 12:00-1:00 p.m.    • November 22: 9:00-10:30 a.m.    • November 24: 12:00-1:00p.m.

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, checks should be made payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church” with “EECM Food Collection” on the memo line, and mailed to the church, or you may give 
online at www.shadysidepres.org/give by selecting “EECM” from the drop-down fund menu.

In addition, Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard needs coats for the vets who spend days and 
nights outside in the elements. During the collection times above, SPC’s Community Partnerships 
MAC will accept new or gently-used winter coats for men and women (sizes L, XL, and XXL, please).

Questions may be directed to Rev. Todd Leach, to any member of the Hunger and Homelessness 
MAC, or to any member of the Community Partnerships MAC.

Above: Detail of a wooden pew carving in 
the chancel of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church sanctuary, where singing angels 
with folded wings serve as finials adorning 
the choir stalls. Photo by Edward B. Wood.
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Spiritual Assistance
What is the task of a church and of each Christian? It is this:

The task of our church and every church is to assist people of all 
ages to become full-fledged disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Assisting people is entirely Biblical. Galatians says we are to bear one 
another’s burdens to fulfill the law of Christ. There are many other 
examples. God is at work in people’s lives, so the primary assistance 
comes from the Holy Spirit. People bring their own insights, gifts, 
and abilities; even so, no one can go it alone. Every person needs 
inspiration from God. They need fellow believers, as well.

That is where our assistance comes in. You have been assisting others to become full-fledged 
disciples. It might be worthwhile to list ten things you have done in the past month that have assisted 
them. Review that list, and then ask, “How will I do the same in the month ahead?” Make a plan to do 
that, and keep it before you throughout these next thirty days. As you answer that question, here are 
twelve possibilities for you to consider:  

I will strive to:

• Have a living relationship with God and others, in Christ.  (John 14:6)

• Develop my own and others’ spiritual discernment.  (1 Corinthians 3:2)

• Put faith into action daily: learn, pray, relate with and serve others.  (1 Corinthians 12:27)

• Take the Word of Jesus with me wherever I go.  (Colossians 3:16)

• Celebrate and share the glory of God in worship every Sunday.  (Psalm 95:6)

• Make people glad to be with me, offering a holy welcome to all.  (Romans 12:13)

• Study the Bible’s Christian ideals and use them in my life.  (Psalm 119:105)

• Value every person for who they could be in Christ.  (1 Thessalonians 5:14-22)

• Apply my best energies for those who need mercy and justice.  (Matthew 5:6-7)

• Pray alone, pray with others, pray for others, pray unceasingly.  (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

• Invite my friends to my church.  (Psalm 122:1)

• Be joyful and enthusiastic in all that I do.  (Philippians 4:4)

Your pastor and your friend,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles 
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Pastor Nominating Work Continues Despite Pandemic
The following update was shared with the congregation electronically earlier in the summer. We have 
included it in this issue of The Church Mouse for the benefit of those who may have missed it previously.

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) continues to meet every week via Zoom videoconferencing. 
Social distancing has made their work somewhat cumbersome, but it has not halted their progress. 
The PNC has conducted first-round interviews with a number of candidates, and there are pastors 
with whom the committee is still eager to begin discussions. Some candidates have withdrawn from 
the process, deciding that this is not the right time for them to be searching for a new position. Others, 
however, have recently submitted their names.

The discernment process is not fast, but the committee feels confident that they will find the person 
God has in mind for our next senior pastor. The PNC asks for your continued patience and prayers.

The PNC publishes periodic updates about the search online at www.shadysidepres.org/pnc. You 
are welcome to contact the PNC directly via email at pnc@shadysidepres.org.

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
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IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.

• Edward A. Brown III

• David Milo Curry

• Sheila Atkinson Fisher

• Peter Julius Freymark

• Aura Raspaldo Hulme

• James D. Little

• Donald Howard Scharfe

• James Van Valkenburgh

• Nicholas Joseph Vurdelja

• Henry Heiser Wallace IV

In addition, longtime members 
may remember these friends of 
our church family:

Margaret Ada Good Cromie 
entered the Church Triumphant 
on August 9, 2020, in North 
Carolina. Mrs. Cromie was 
preceded in death by her loving 
husband of fifty-three years, 
the Reverend Dr. Richard M. 
Cromie, who passed away in 
2013. The Reverend Dr. Cromie 
served as an assistant pastor at 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
(SPC) from 1961 to 1966 during 
the ministry of the Reverend Dr. 
Howard Carman Scharfe, sixth 
head pastor of SPC.

George Jackson, who formerly 
served as a church sexton for 
more than two decades until 
his departure from the staff in 
2004, passed from this life on 
October 3, 2020. He is survived 
by his wife, Peggy. 

Please remember in prayer the 
family and friends of all of these 
individuals, particularly as they 
mourn their losses during the 
ongoing pandemic and face the 
unique challenges of grieving in 
isolation.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group: Surviving the Holidays
For those who have experienced the death of a loved one, the 
approaching holidays often bring mixed feelings of sadness, 
nostalgia, and even dread. During this time of COVID-19, feelings 
of loneliness and isolation make life even more difficult. To 
help you prepare for the holidays, especially in the midst of the 
pandemic, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Grief Support Group 
will gather on Monday, November 16. Our discussion will be filled 
with practical and uplifting ideas for the weeks ahead. Please feel 
free to invite a family member or friend. For more information or to 
register, please call the church office (412-682-4300) or contact 
Rev. Lynn Portz by email: lportz@shadysidepres.org.

Shadyside’s Grief Support Group is designed to provide 
encouragement and a faith-centered perspective for those who 
have lost a loved one. The group meets regularly to discuss 
a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery 
process, including the range of emotions which grief brings, and 
resources for moving forward. Sessions are led by a pastor and an 
experienced grief support facilitator. New participants are always 
welcome to join the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the 
Board of Deacons.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Urban Mosaic’s Vision for the Next Decade
At the end of February, I was 
blessed with the opportunity to 
visit Urban Mosaic, our mission 
partner based in Mexico City, 
to hear their vision for the next 
decade of their work. Since 
my first experience with this 
ministry in 2011, I have seen 
them grow from working in 
a single community to now 
serving nine municipalities in 
the Mexico City area and their first international expansion into 
Barranquilla, Colombia. The problem: By 2050, forty percent of 
the world population will live in poor urban neighborhoods. The 
solution: Urban Mosaic continues to develop a reproducible 
change model to cultivate leaders in these communities to take 
on the many challenges they face. They have proven their model 
through these years and have a plan in place to formalize and 
document the systems they have tested. By 2030, the goal is to 
serve thirty municipalities in ten to twelve countries, to develop 
one thousand high-level local leaders, who will directly impact 
one million urban poor residents. It is amazing to see the power of 
community in the holistic ministry of Urban Mosaic, and I pray we 
can learn from them as we seek to serve God in our community.

Elder Michael B. Schwerin



New eGiving Options Introduced
Earlier this year, Shadyside Presbyterian Church was pleased 
to introduce new eGiving options in order to encourage faithful 
stewardship among our community of faith.

We know many of you have been eager for the church to explore 
these alternative methods of giving, and we thank you for your 
patience as the church’s staff and leaders determined the solution 
that meets our needs and merits your trust and confidence.

The church is now able to offer the following eGiving options:
• Through the church website

• Via text message
• With an app on your mobile device

Each of these options supports transactions with credit/debit cards, or with your bank account 
using your routing and account numbers. You can opt to make a one-time gift, or you can establish 
parameters for a recurring gift. (Note: Those of you who have arranged previously for fund transfers from 
your financial institutions may wish to consider setting up recurring contributions through one of these new 
alternatives instead.)

Before completing your gift, you will have the option to increase the total amount of your gift in order 
to help offset the processing fees the church incurs on each transaction. The suggested amount is 
calculated based on a percentage of your gift; the percentage varies depending upon the payment 
method you have selected.

During the introductory phase of this initiative, we provided a limited number of funds to which you 
may direct your gift: one for general gifts (“Pledges”), and one for the COVID-19 Relief Fund. Since 
then, we have added options for the organ repair project and for local hunger relief (“EECM”). In the 
future, the Finance Office will identify other funds to be made available for contributions online. The 
giving form includes a memo line, which you may complete if needed.

To learn more about which eGiving option is best for you, simply visit www.shadysidepres.org/give.
Thank you for faithfully supporting the mission and ministry of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Names to Know:
Our secure giving platform is called Abundant. Payments are processed by our merchant partner, 
Vanco. As a certified Level 1 Payment Card Industry (PCI) compliant service provider, Vanco follows 
the PCI Data Security Standard, a mandated set of security requirements for protecting cardholder 
data. Trusted by more than 22,000 faith-based organizations, Vanco safeguards your privacy by 
adhering to the most stringent and comprehensive security guidelines.

To Get Started:
Visit the home page of the church website and click the orange “Ways to Give” button in the upper 
right corner; or, if you are browsing the site on your mobile device, use the menu button in the upper 
right corner to find the orange “Ways to Give” button. Click the blue “Give Now” button to begin 
making a new gift online, or follow the instructions for the mobile giving options. Abundant allows you 
to create an account so you can manage your gifts from anywhere at any time. To create an account, 
simply complete your gift, then select the option to create an account on the confirmation screen.
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Love Made Tangible
We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms that have already been received. If 
you have not yet submitted your pledge form, please return it soon, or you may 
now pledge online at www.shadysidepres.org/pledge.

Take delight in the Lord, and He will give you your heart’s desires. Commit your way to 
the Lord; trust in Him, and He will act, making your righteousness shine like the dawn, 
your justice like the noonday.  (Psalm 37:4-6)

STEWARDSHIP

Photograph: Detail of “Jesus Multiplies 
the Loaves and Fishes,” art glass window 
in the north rear corner of the nave 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church. 
Photograph taken by Len Levasseur.

L
VE
MADE TANGIBLE

STEWARDSHIP
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Handel’s Messiah: The Gospel in Words and Music
Adult Education Topical Study for Advent and Lent, Led by Elder Peggy Heely  
with Special Guest, Maestro Larry Loh: Sundays, beginning November 8

The Adult Christian Education 
Team invites you to participate 
in a new multi-season study of 
Handel’s Messiah! Join us for 
a program of Bible study and 
music appreciation, exploring 
one of the best-loved musical 
compositions of all time as both 
a work of art and an expression 
of Christian theology.  

Peggy Heely, elder, will lead 
discussions of the biblical texts 
from major choruses and airs of 
the oratorio, focusing on their 
original Old and New Testament 
settings. 

Larry Loh, conductor and 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
member, will share insights from 
his experiences of interpreting 
Handel’s rich musical settings. 
Maestro Loh is currently Music 
Director of Symphoria (Syracuse, 
New York) and the West Virginia 
Symphony. Previously, he served 
as Resident Conductor of the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
and as Music Director of the 
Pittsburgh Youth Symphony.

Just as each live performance of Messiah offers some new musical rendering, this program hopes 
to bring new insight to familiar Scripture passages and renewed appreciation for this remarkable 
musical composition.  

Our study will be divided into two parts:

• Beginning November 8, we will focus on Messiah, Part 1: the prophecy and birth of the Messiah.

• During Lent (reconvening in February 2021), we will focus on Messiah, Part 2: the suffering, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus; and Part 3: anticipating the redemption of the world.  

We will use as our study guide, Hallelujah: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah, by Dr. Carol M. Bechtel, 
Professor of Old Testament at Western Theological Seminary. This resource contains overviews of 
principal Scriptures from Messiah and appendices with musical terms and the complete libretto from 
the oratorio. Each chapter includes the historical and contextual background for the biblical passages 
that will be the basis of weekly discussions. 

Please join us for this opportunity to strengthen our faith for the times in which we live. To order your 
copy of Hallelujah: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah, please contact the church office.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Above: Maestro Lawrence Loh Above: Elder Peggy Heely

Artwork: Hallelujah © 2020 Timothy R. Botts | Eyekons

Christian Education Schedule Notes
The Bible study led by Elder Jason Huber exploring St. Paul’s epistles continues concurrently. As of this 
writing, both studies meet at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Please be aware that, since both of these studies 
extend over many months, there is a chance some adjustment to the meeting time may be necessary if 
in-person gatherings resume. If this does occur, we will continue to offer an option for remote participation. 
Note: No Christian Education classes will occur on Sunday, November 29. Classes resume on December 6.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Virtual Sunday Worship
All Saints’ Sunday, November 1 

Morning Service of Worship at 11:00 a.m.  
with Communion Celebrated Virtually 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
Sing with All the Saints in Glory  (Psalm 34:1-10; Matthew 5:1-12)

A Service of Remembrance at 3:00 p.m. 
Please see article on page 1.

Sunday, November 8, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
Light-Bearers  (Psalm 78:1-7; Matthew 25:1-13)

Sunday, November 15, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Talent Show  (Psalm 123; Matthew 25:14-30)
Christ the King Sunday, November 22, at 11:00 a.m. 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
When Did We See You?  (Psalm 95:1-7a; Matthew 25:31-46)

First Sunday of Advent, November 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Keep Awake!  (Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Mark 13:24-37)

Virtual Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, November 4, 11, and 18, at 7:00 p.m. 

This evening prayer service also includes Scripture and music. 

Virtual Thanksgiving Eve Service
Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00 p.m. 

Please see article on page 1.
Currently, all services will continue online only; should this change,  
we will update you through other church communication channels.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, November 2 
December/January issue

Monday, January 4 
February issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

COMMUNICATIONS

Multiple Mailings?
Are you receiving duplicate 
Mouse mailings? If so, please 
let us know by contacting the 
church office. Thank you for 
helping us to reduce postage and 
printing expenses!


