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The

... because the mouse hears everything

An Update from the COVID-19 Task Force
Ever since the church office was closed due to pandemic precautions 
in mid-March, all the church staff has been working hard — in 
most cases, remotely. In order to move forward cautiously, your 
COVID-19 Task Force has approved the ability of staff members to 
return to working in the church office on a very limited basis, while 
following the safety protocols put in place by the task force. 

As of the printing of this newsletter, the church building remains 
closed to those who are not staff members. This restriction includes 
meetings, groups, committees, and those who might simply want to 
drop by to say hello. We are not yet at a point where we feel that is 
advisable. We encourage you to be in touch with staff members by 
telephone or email. They are eager to hear from you as needs arise. Keep in mind that the plan for this 
limited use of the building by the staff may change at any moment, depending upon the metrics of 
the virus in our region, so please keep an eye on the church website for the most current information. 

For those of you who are wondering about when we will get back to on-site in-person worship, please 
keep in mind that the task force is working with the state and county guidelines for indoor gatherings. 
Even though religious organizations are excluded from the guidelines, the task force has determined 
they will not go against the state and county guidelines. At the time of this writing, twenty-five is the 
maximum number of people for any gathering indoors. The task force feels strongly that to attempt 
a worship service limited to twenty-five or fewer people would be disappointing to all who take part.

Continued on page 7

COVID-19 TASK FORCE

New Officers Elected
At the annual meetings of the corporation and congregation on Sunday, June 14, the following 
individuals were elected as officers of Shadyside Presbyterian Church. Subsequently, a service of 
ordination and installation for these officers took place during the Session meeting held remotely via 
Zoom videoconferencing on Wednesday, June 17.

• Elders: Susan W. Balaan, Conrad E. Bricker, Laura C. Duncan, Gail N. Jones, Gary W. Lotz, 
Victoria L. Potter, and J. Alexander Viehman.

• Deacons: Tamika Barrett, F. Scott Boni, Janice Collins, Megan M. Narcisi, Melissa A. Rychener, 
Gregory J. Sheffer, Eric J. Siebenaler, and Garret B. Smith.

• Trustees: Douglas E. Gilbert, James S. Kissel, Priscilla McCrady, and B. James Shafer.

• 2021 Representative Nominating Committee At-Large Members: Margaret A. Biddle,  
W. Dennis Bossick, Brian P. Davies, Kathy Lash, and Judith C. Matheny.

Please support these leaders through prayer and encouragement. Profiles of first-term officers 
appear on the following pages: Elders, page 3; Deacons, pages 6 and 7; Trustees, page 5.

We also recognize those officers who are retiring from their positions: Elders: John E. B. Baldridge, 
Frederick W. Brooke IV, Donald P. Coffelt Jr., Brigetta P. Del Re, Marilyn H. Fitzsimmons, and Jason 
M. Huber; Deacons: Nathan N. Boyle, Alexis McCune Secosky, Susan M. Moreland, Corinne M. 
Newman, Ann E. Pauley, and Audrey L. H. Werling; Trustees: H. Daniel Cessna, Roy G. Dorrance III, 
Herold S. Hannah Jr., and Theresa A. Malmstrom. Thank you all for your years of faithful service.

REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING
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Suggestions
Not long ago, I came across a vintage poster that was made for the 
London Underground.

The poster asks riders to write their suggestions in a big blank 
white space below the heading. What could be better? Immediate 
feedback. A way to know what is inside the heads of those who 
are the customers of the Underground. We all need that kind of 
feedback.

But then, I was drawn to the examples of what people had actually 
suggested. When I read the two at the top center, I burst out 
laughing. 

One says: “Have longer stops at stations.” And, next to it, the other says: “Have shorter stops at 
stations.” 

Now, I think that the London Underground should make both of those people happy, don’t you? 
What? You say that it is impossible to make both of them happy? You are correct. And this extends 
far beyond the Underground. Not every suggestion, no matter how good, can be acted upon. In fact, 
if you tried to act on every good suggestion that came your way, you would probably explode or 
implode. It cannot be done. There is no way to satisfy every idea and suggestion. And remember, 
every person who offers theirs is absolutely certain that, among all the many suggestions — good, 
bad, or indifferent — theirs is the finest. 

If you have ever made a suggestion that has not been acted upon, don’t stop riding the Underground! 
In other words, do not stop being an active part of that organization into which you poured your 
suggestion. Keep in mind that others are making them, too, and, while some of them are like yours, 
others are diametrically opposed to yours. 

Think of the London Underground suggestions poster. Remember those two responses. And then, 
no matter what, hop on board; so that you can get where you are going. And on the way, you might 
actually enjoy the ride. 

Yours in Christ,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles 
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

COMMUNICATIONS

By God’s Side: New Blog from Dr. Dalles
Shadyside Presbyterian Church publishes By God’s Side, a weekly series of inspirational reflections 
from the Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, to support you in your spiritual journey. These pastoral 
messages appear in the blog section of the church website each week. To remind you to read along 
with us regularly, our weekly Mini-Mouse e-newsletter includes an excerpt with a link to continue 
reading the full blog entry on the website. (If you do not already receive the e-newsletter, please see 
page 7.) We hope this regular feature will help you to draw closer to God’s side in your life of faith.
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New Elders
As a senior administrator at UPMC, Laura Duncan works within the 
Department of Medicine, where she helps to organize new programs 
and clinical models that can improve patient care or fiscal strategy. 
While serving on the board of Off the Floor Pittsburgh for five years, 
Laura had become aware of Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC); 
when she began attending, she fell in love with SPC and joined in 
2019. Laura has enjoyed vespers, community dinners, and weeknight 
Bible studies. Recently, she joined the Community Partnerships 
Mission Action Community (MAC) and looks forward to helping the 
Pennsylvania Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER) 
as a liaison. “Shadyside Presbyterian has helped me through 
significant grief, and I want others to experience the same blessings,” says Laura. “I want to use my 
talents to be a light in darkness. I use my creativity, curiosity, and determination in my work; I think 
these can help to advance the church’s strategy.” Laura lives downtown with her greyhound, Mortimer.

Gail Jones served as an elder at Southminster Presbyterian 
Church, where she and her family belonged prior to their return to 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 2009. Their deeper history 
with SPC dates back to 1975, a year before Gail and her husband, 
Phil, were married in our church. Their oldest daughter, Abigail, 
was baptized by the Reverend Dr. Robert Cleveland Holland, SPC’s 
seventh senior pastor, while the Hollands were visiting Peru, where 
Phil was working at the time. In subsequent years, Dr. Holland also 
baptized daughters Elizabeth and Lucy at SPC. The girls became 
involved at Southminster, where their school friends belonged; but 
Gail and Phil missed many things about Shadyside, which led them 

to transfer back when the girls were grown. “I love Shadyside Church and all that it means to the 
community,” says Gail, whose committee work includes missions and nominating. At one time, she 
even worked at SPC in an administrative position. A social worker by trade, Gail recalls her favorite 
job in that field was Director of Social Service for the D.T. Watson Home for Children.

Presently serving as a vice president with Dick Building Company, 
Gary Lotz began attending Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) 
when he moved back to Pittsburgh in the late 1970s. He and his wife, 
Penny, were married at SPC in 1986. Among his favorite memories 
is the 1993 Christmas Eve family service, when their infant son, 
Stuart, played the role of baby Jesus; their daughter, Hillary, was, 
figuratively, an angel; and Gary read Scripture. Gary notes that 
Hillary‘s middle name is Morgan, after Dr. Roberts, whose preaching 
they so enjoyed while he served as SPC’s eighth senior pastor. For 
a time, the family attended Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church so the 
children could participate in Sunday school with friends; although 
Gary and Penny supported their new church in various ways, their hearts were always at Shadyside. 
As soon as Stuart began college, they returned to Shadyside and realized they were home. “I believe 
returning to Shadyside has deepened my faith,” says Gary.

As an infectious diseases physician at UPMC, Alex Viehman works 
in inpatient areas and in antibiotic stewardship, focusing on reduc-
ing unnecessary antibiotic use. Raised in the Presbyterian church in 
Philadelphia, Alex joined Shadyside Presbyterian Church in October 
2013, transferring from Bel Air Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles, 
California, when his family relocated. He and his wife Rachael have 
been most active in Shadyside’s Christian education ministries, 
leading an adult book study in 2018 and working with the Children’s 
Ministry. Alex feels humbled by the call to serve as an elder and 
feels led by God to accept. “I love our congregation and want to help 
to serve the church in new ways,” he explains, “and my children are 

now old enough where I feel I can devote my time more reliably to be able to serve faithfully at this 
time.” Alex’s leisure interests include music (guitar), reading about theology, and food/cooking.

SESSION



4

Remembering Loved Ones
On the afternoon of Sunday, November 1, at 3:00 p.m., Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Music Ministry 
will present a virtual Service of Remembrance for All Saints, using familiar hymns and readings. We invite 
the congregation to submit the names of any deceased family members whom they would like to have 
acknowledged in the afternoon bulletin. Please submit the names of loved ones to Kaysie Strickland in 
the church office (kstrickland@shadysidepres.org or 412-682-4300, ext. 100) before Friday, October 23.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Introducing Student Assistant Pastor Wesley C. Smith
Shadyside Presbyterian Church welcomes Wesley C. Smith to serve as the Student Assistant Pastor 
with us in the coming year.  A second-year seminarian at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS), he 
joined our staff on September 6.

Born and raised in Michigan, Wes graduated from Saginaw Valley 
State University with a bachelor’s degree in graphic design. After 
college, he worked as a graphic designer and youth coordinator in 
Port Huron, Michigan, for five years. During his time in Port Huron, it 
became apparent that Wes was feeling a pull toward a more formal 
theological education. After discerning PTS would be the place to 
pursue his pastoral path, Wes and his wife packed up their two cats 
and began their time in Pittsburgh. 

Wesley views his student ministry internship with us as a privilege. 
“I’m incredibly excited and humbled to be joining the community of 
faith at Shadyside!” he says.

During his learning experience, Wes will rotate through the different ministry areas of our church as 
he works alongside the pastors and staff. We are grateful to have him in our midst and look forward 
to a time in the future when we can welcome him more fully in person. Meanwhile, please join us in 
giving thanks to God for his arrival.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Christmas Wreaths Support Scholarships
The nursery school is taking orders for beautiful 22- to 24-inch Fraser Fir Christmas wreaths. Wreaths 
can be ordered with or without a red velvet bow and picked up from the Parish Hall during the first 
week of December. If you want to place an order, please visit www.shadysidepres.org/wreath. The 
final date to place an order is Friday, November 6. The cost is $25 each, or $30 with a bow. All sales 
benefit the nursery school. If you have questions or need assistance, please contact the church office.

NURSERY SCHOOL

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Jesus Christ and the ‘Dividing Wall’: Race and God’s Mission
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary McClure Lectures and World Mission Initiative’s  
Month of Mission Series: Wednesdays, October 7, 14, 21, and 28, at 7:30 p.m.

Join the World Mission Initiative and Continuing Education of 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary for a free online conversation 
on “Race and God’s Mission.” Co-sponsored by Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC), Pittsburgh Presbytery, and many 
other churches and presbyteries, this four-part series will be held 
on Wednesday evenings in October at 7:30 p.m., with nationally 
recognized speakers Brenda Salter McNeil, Jonathan Wilson-
Hartgrove, and David Campt leading the conversation. The format 
for each evening will include an hour of speaker presentations and national discussion, followed by 
a half hour of congregational conversation with other SPC attendees to discuss our learnings. The 
presenters will speak powerfully and Biblically on racism and racial justice, helping participants to 
move from conversation to action. Registration is required. Find more information or register at the 
event website: www.pts.edu/wmi-conference. Questions? Please contact the Reverend Todd Leach.
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New Trustees
Douglas Gilbert and his wife, Suzy, became members of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church in 1981. Their three children, Amanda, Melissa, 
and Drew, were baptized at Shadyside, attended its nursery school, 
and each of them participated in their respective communicant 
class, before joining our church. Amanda and Melissa each were 
married at Shadyside. Previously, Doug served as a deacon, an 
elder, and a stewardship chair. His most involved committee work 
included leading the Human Resources Committee and working 
on the Budget and Finance Committee. Currently, Doug practices 
law as Of Counsel to Clark Hill, a Pittsburgh law firm. He also acts 
as a trustee to the Addison H. Gibson Foundation, which supports 

hospitals and colleges in western Pennsylvania. He is pleased to join the Board of Trustees at 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

James Kissel and his wife Linda began attending Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 1997, when their son, Jason, became 
the assistant organist during Dr. John Walker’s tenure as minister 
of music. Jim and Linda joined the church in 2000. Over the 
past two decades, he has served on mission committees and the 
Representative Nominating Committee. An ordained elder, Jim 
previously served three terms on Session. Currently, he serves on 
the International Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC), 
and also serves as an usher. He accepted the nomination to serve as 
a trustee as a challenge and a new opportunity to serve the church. 
For fifty-one years, Jim has been in the import business, importing 
beef from Australia and New Zealand and rabbit from China. He 
enjoys golf, classic car shows, and reading. 

Priscilla (Sibby) McCrady has been a wife, mother, job placement 
counselor, water aerobics teacher, volunteer, and director of a small 
foundation — but her favorite “job” has been grandmother. Although 
it seems like a lifetime to her, Sibby admits she has “only” been a 
member of SPC since 1969, marrying into our church family through 
her husband Duff. An ordained elder, Sibby previously served 
two terms on Session and two terms as a trustee. Membership 
for more than fifty years has provided plenty of opportunities for 
her to be involved in the life of the church. Her committee work 
includes Communications, Human Resources, and Representative 
Nominating, as well as chairing Building and Grounds. Sibby also 

has served on two search committees: one which resulted in calling Rev. Douglas Pride, a former 
assistant minister; and one which brought Mark Anderson to our Music Ministry. In addition, she 
previously worked with the bazaar and taught Sunday school. Sibby looks forward to returning to the 
Board of Trustees — and returning to the church, as she misses sitting in the balcony on Sundays!

A career in commercial real estate finance and management helps 
Jamie Shafer to support being the loving husband of Stacey and the 
devoted father of three daughters: Maryelle, Mallory, and Morgan.  
Jamie and Stacey joined Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) 
shortly after marrying in 2004. An ordained elder, Jamie previously 
served two terms on Session; from 2011 to 2015, he also served 
as Clerk of Session under the leadership of four different senior 
pastors: the Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes, the Reverend James 
W. Tinnemeyer Jr. (interim), the Reverend Dr. David B. Antonson 
(interim), and the Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps. More recently, 
Jamie served as finance director of the Sesquicentennial Committee 
chaired by Elder Percy Jackson for the 2016 celebration. In addition, he has helped with the Christian 
education youth program. “The spirit and tradition of worship provided by Shadyside, combined with 
the outreach programs both near and far, has meant a lot to my family and me,” says Jamie. “SPC is 
our home. Being asked to serve in a leadership role is both an honor and a blessing.”

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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New Deacons
A real estate agent in Pittsburgh, Scott Boni enjoys helping people 
find their homes. For more than twenty years, he also has been a 
professional jazz saxophonist and actively performs. Scott first 
came to Shadyside Presbyterian Church for a Sunday service 
approximately fifteen years ago. He was especially moved by the 
sermon that day and began regularly attending Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday night vespers until he moved to Boston for graduate 
school. During his years away from Pittsburgh, he attended services 
at Shadyside whenever he came home to visit. Two years ago, Scott 
again began attending regularly, and he became a member in 2019. 
In addition to worship, he has attended Bible studies and fellowship 

opportunities, and he also has served meals at the East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM). Scott says, 
“I have accepted this call to serve as a deacon because I believe that serving others, especially those 
who might not be members of a church, is serving Christ (Matthew 25:40).”

After visiting Shadyside Presbyterian Church for several years, 
Janice Collins and her husband Fran became members in May 2019. 
Shortly thereafter, Jan joined the church’s Welcome Committee, 
ushering team, and the “Women at the Well” Bible study group. She 
has always called Pittsburgh home, growing up in Penn Hills, then 
settling in Monroeville where she and her husband of forty years 
raised their two daughters. Within the last few years, both girls 
married and moved away from the Pittsburgh area; Jan became 
“Gramma” to a sweet baby boy named Finn; and she retired from 
her forty-year career as a dental hygienist. Walking, hiking, and 
cooking are among her favorite pastimes. Jan accepted the call to 
become a deacon to serve our good and gracious God, serve others, and share the Gospel.

Raised in the Catholic faith, Megan Narcisi was a member of  
St. Scholastica Parish in Aspinwall until she met her Presbyterian 
husband-to-be, Anthony. Together, they joined Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 2008 and were later married in our 
church by the Reverend James W. Tinnemeyer Jr., who was then 
serving as executive pastor. Megan is a homemaker and stay-at-
home mother of three children: Anthony, Alessandra, and Christian, 
all of whom were baptized at SPC. Megan also sometimes helps at 
the family business, Narcisi Winery, in Gibsonia. Over the years of 
her membership at SPC, she has become increasingly involved in our 
Children’s Ministry, teaching Sunday morning Christian education 

classes for elementary ages on a monthly basis. “I have been searching and praying for new ways to 
become more involved in the church community, and this seemed like a perfect opportunity,” says 
Megan of becoming a deacon. “I love meeting new people and helping them in any way possible.”

Melissa Rychener has worked in higher education as a faculty 
member and administrator. In her current role, she develops and 
teaches intercultural competency courses offered through the 
Center for Global Engagement at Duquesne University. Although 
Melissa and her husband, Juan Pablo (J.P.) Gonzalez, joined 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) recently in 2019, they have 
attended SPC for the past five years. Previously, they belonged to 
Waverly Presbyterian Church. Melissa’s involvement at Shadyside 
has been as a parent of two children who attend Christian education 
classes, participate in youth group, and sing in the choir. In addition 
to serving as one of the chaperones on the “Tweener” Retreat, she 
also has participated in Christian education programs for adults on Sunday mornings, and, together 
with J.P., co-led a book discussion. “As a family, we have grown closer to God and to each other 
through our involvement in Shadyside Presbyterian Church,” says Melissa. “It is a blessing to be able 
to serve this congregation and to further Christ’s work in this way.”

Continued on page 7

BOARD OF DEACONS
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New Deacons — continued from page 6

Professionally, Gregory Sheffer is an environmental engineer and 
project manager. Greg operates his own small business tackling 
various civil, environmental, and structural applications. In addition, 
he manages a small portfolio of real estate and enjoys restoring 
distressed properties. Personally, he enjoys basketball and music, 
as well. Greg and his daughter have been a part of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) for eight years. As a former resident 
of Bloomfield, Greg was searching for a church close to home and 
became aware of SPC through casual conversation with a friend. 
After attending for a few years, he decided to become a member. 
He has participated in multiple opportunities to serve, including 
volunteering for the Strawberry Festival, Off the Floor Pittsburgh, Garfield Community Farm, and, 
most memorably for Greg, the Mars Hill mission experience in North Carolina. “I’ve always been 
humbled to serve in any way that SPC feels appropriate,” Greg says of becoming a deacon. “It’s a 
privilege to be a small part of our church family.”

Garret Smith was introduced to Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
(SPC) in 2009 by the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith, then a 
student who became Garret’s wife in 2012, when the couple married 
in our sanctuary. Prior to joining SPC in 2011, Garret belonged to the 
Open Door Presbyterian Church, where he had served as a deacon. 
“When I started attending Shadyside, I knew I had found my worship 
home,” says Garret. “Since then, becoming part of Shadyside’s 
greater church family continues to be an experience for which I am 
ever thankful.” Another aspect of Shadyside he is thankful for and 
passionate about is our dedication to excellent musicianship. He 
also enjoys and feels called to mission work that involves working 

with his hands, including mission experiences with Mars Hill, Open Hand Ministries, and Garfield 
Community Farm. Gifted with the ability to fix almost anything, Garret also makes pottery. He 
believes his love of clay and ceramic art is deeply tied to his love of a community gathering for meals.

BOARD OF DEACONS

COVID-19 TASK FORCE

COVID-19 Update — continued from page 1

The COVID-19 Task Force, formerly the Back-to-Church Task Force, asks for your prayers and 
your patience as its members prayerfully consider best practices for the health and safety of our 
congregation. Along with the Reverend Dr. John Dalles and the Reverend Lynn Portz, the task force 
is comprised of Trustee Alex Dick and Elders Don Coffelt, Brigetta Del Re, Rob Ferguson, Carla 
Gedman, Jim Gockley, Bob Luthultz, and Alex Viehman. We will communicate further with you as 
plans emerge for the gradual re-opening of the church building; meanwhile, you are welcome to 
contact any member of the task force through the church office. Read previous updates from the task 
force by visiting www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.

The Mouse Has Missed You!
In these strange times, even the Church Mouse has been practicing social distancing. We apologize for the 
disruption in the production schedule of the church newsletter over the past six months. During this time, 
the church has relied more heavily on other means of communication, much of it electronic, including the 
Mini-Mouse e-newsletter, the church website, the church’s Facebook page, and the virtual worship bulletin. 

In order to keep you informed about schedule changes and other developments impacting the mission 
and ministry of our church, we strongly encourage you to share your email address with the church office.  
If you do not already receive our weekly Mini-Mouse e-newsletter, please send your subscription request to 
info@shadysidepres.org or visit www.shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse to sign up for contactless delivery!  

To date, the church also has sent three congregational letters through the United States Postal Service.  
If you did not receive them in your mailbox, you may read them on the COVID-19 update page of the website: 

www.shadysidepres.org/covid-19.

COMMUNICATIONS
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CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Monday, October 19,  
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Shadyside’s Grief Support 
Group is designed to provide 
encouragement and a faith-
centered perspective for those 
who have lost a loved one. To 
access the meeting online, 
contact Rev. Lynn Portz by email.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Virtual Sunday Worship
World Communion Sunday, October 4, at 11:00 a.m.,  

with the Lord’s Supper Celebrated Virtually 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Pressing On  (Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b-14)
with virtual participation from our international mission partners

Sunday, October 11, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Sunday, October 18, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

To Coin a Phrase  (Psalm 99; Matthew 22:15-22)

Reformation Sunday, October 25, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

A Mighty Fortress  (Psalm 1; Matthew 22:34-46)

Virtual Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, October 7, 14, 21, and 28, at 7:00 p.m. 

This virtual service, based upon the Evening Prayer  
in our Book of Common Worship Daily Prayer,  

includes music, Scripture, and prayer. 

We regret that we cannot gather in-person for worship,  
but we hope you will gather with us in spirit.

www.youtube.com/c/ShadysidePresbyterianChurch  
www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian

PARISH LIFE

An Invitation to 
Membership
Monday, October 5

Learn what makes Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church unique 
at a new members’ welcome 
meeting online on Monday, 
October 5. We will share about 
the ministries and mission of 
our church, and help you find 
ways that you can add your gifts 
to our fellowship to serve Christ 
together. To register, please 
contact Kaysie Strickland in the 
church office.


