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You Will Be My Witnesses
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; Acts 1:6-14

When I think about witnesses, I think about courtrooms. Not that I have been in a courtroom often. But I have been 
in simulated courtrooms, on television, more times than I can count, from the days of Perry Mason down to today. 
When I wondered about what makes a good witness — in general — I came across this advice, which is as good 
a place as any for us to begin, so here goes: “It is important for you to remember that jurors are watching you at 
all times. They are making decisions about you, when you are not testifying as much as when you are testifying.” 
Jurors are watching you at all times. Or we could say, in the case of Christians, everyone is watching you. They are 
making decisions about you, and about your message.

Jesus says: “You will be My witnesses.” Sometimes, what it takes to be a witness for Christ is to stay on the course 
steadily — in days that are filled with possibility, and in days that are not; at times when things are going well, and 
in those times when things are not moving along at all. Sometimes it takes demonstrating the love and grace of 
Christ to people who truly do not deserve it. It is like being kind to a child who is acting out because you know that, 
in the end, the kindness outweighs the disruptiveness. People of all ages can be a disruptive presence. And while 
others might be tempted to call them on their behavior, Christians who are being Christ’s witnesses probably find 
another way to deal with the situation. I find that makes a difference in about eighty percent of all situations. In the 
other twenty percent — well, we can leave that up to God to figure out on our behalf.

Now in contrast to that, sometimes, what it takes to be a witness for Christ is to take a leap of faith. You thought 
you were going this way, but suddenly the truth presents itself that, no, you need to go that way — to go in the way 
of the untraveled, the unknown, the unpredictable, the uncertain. Are you willing and able to do that? To alter your 
plans in order to let them fit with God’s plans?

Sometimes, what it takes to be a witness for Christ is working hard — in the kind of hard behind-the-scenes work 
that gets little attention and less glory. The kind that leaves you mentally and physically exhausted at the end of 
the day, and yet, gives you that inner conviction that you were doing what was right, because you were doing it for 
the Lord. And the other side of that is this: Sometimes, what it takes to be a witness for Christ is to stop, look, and 
listen, as they used to say at railroad crossings. To take time to read Scripture, pray, reflect upon God’s Word, to 
let a verse of Scripture rest in your heart and mind. To allow it to become your guiding principle. To be beside the 
living waters and drink of them.

Sometimes, what it takes to be a witness for Christ is sticking your neck out. Speaking up against injustice — which 
is the precursor to doing something positive to address injustice. Taking a particular stand on a controversial subject 
because you know that, if you are going to be true to the Lord, you cannot keep silent about it. The paradox of that 
is this: Sometimes, what it takes to be a witness for Christ is to bite your tongue. From time to time, I have heard 
that little voice that says, “John, let me take care of it,” which I know to be from God, and, therefore, I do not blurt 
out what I am eager to say.

All of these things are as true of a congregation as they are of a Christian. In other words, churches may be called 
to be a witness for Christ by staying on the course steadily, or by taking a leap of faith. Churches may be called to 
work hard, or to stop and listen and reflect. Churches may be called to stick out their necks for what is right in the 
way of justice, or to bite their tongues in order for peace to prevail.

We all are more inclined to some of these than we are to the others. This does two things: If we allow it — it divides 
us. We will say, this or that is more important than that or this. We will find ourselves at odds over things that 
matter, so much so that being at odds soon takes precedence over the things that matter. That is not a good way 
to proceed. It leads to discord and disunity.  
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Alternatively, if we are intentional about it, we benefit from our diversity. We look at the fact that some of us are 
inclined to this or that and say, “I get it — it is not what I feel called to do, but I am deeply grateful that someone 
else does feel called to it. Because, while they are doing that, I can do this — to which I do feel called.” Just think 
what that does to our appreciation of one another. Just think what that does to our level of cooperation. Just think 
what that does to our accomplishing things, together!

“You will be My witnesses.” Jesus says it to His disciples. It is a parting word to them. It holds tremendous weight. 
They are to begin in Jerusalem. They are to begin where they are and fan out to other places, represented by Judea 
and Samaria, and the ends of the earth. It is as if Jesus is saying to them, “Oh, the places you’ll go!” If we are paying 
attention, we know that it is not just the location that broadens, but also the kinds of people who are included. The 
joy of being a witness is that everyone is going to hear it. Not everyone is called to go every place. But as each goes as 
sent, the word will get out. As Christ says, “To the ends of the earth.” To which we might add: “To infinity and beyond.”

It is clear that each one is called to be a witness. And that each one is called in a way that is specifically designed for 
him or for her — to accomplish what he or she can — which nobody else could do instead. Each person and every 
church is specifically called in this way. I can say that, in a call to ministry, I have seen friends be called to serve 
faithfully and well in settings that I know I would not have any gifts for, and very little inclination for, and would 
probably make a muddle of the same tasks that they are doing wisely and well. The same can be true of every one 
of us, no matter our vocation in life.  

“You will be My witnesses.” When I reflect upon that, I am tempted to ask: Witnesses for the prosecution? Or, 
witnesses for the defense? And likely the answer is both. We may be called to prosecute the justice and mercy and 
kindness, as in the second meaning of the word: to continue with (a course of action) with a view to its completion. 
And we may be called upon to be witnesses for the defense. Last week’s Scripture reminded us we must always be 
ready to make our defense. That included being Christian apologists. No, I don’t mean we are to say we are sorry 
we are Christians, but rather that we are to explain and expound upon what we believe, so that others will hear it, 
and hear it with an attitude of acceptance.

Perhaps the greatest Christian apologist of the past 100 years, C. S. Lewis says, “Jesus Christ did not say, ‘Go into 
all the world and tell the world that it is quite right.’ ” I am grateful for that reminder. “And He said to them, ‘Go into 
all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation’ ” (Mark 15:16). They may have wondered if they had 
what it takes. We may wonder that, too. And then, we hear again what Jesus says: “But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem … .”

So where is your Jerusalem today? Is it your home? Is it your neighborhood? Is it your city? Is it the place where 
you are best known? And the place that you know the best? Can you hear Jesus saying to you: “You will be My 
witnesses here”? And where is your Samaria today? The place that is not so very far away, but where the people 
are somehow different from you, whose ways and words are not exactly like yours, but who are every bit in need of 
what the Lord has to give, as you. Can you hear Jesus saying to you: “You will be My witnesses there”? An effective 
witness will display all of these things: a determination to declare the gospel; a deep sense of being sent to do 
God’s work; a desire to please God alone; compassion and goodness; and a willingness to invite others to believe.

There will come a moment when Jesus will want to know: “Did you go? And if you went, what did you do and what 
did you say? Were you an authentic witness to My life and grace? Were you the one who healed and helped in My 
name? Were you the one who gave as much as you could? Were you the one who stepped up to the responsibility 
when asked, or when you saw what needed doing?” There will come a moment when Jesus will want to know. 
“Were you My witness?” It is important for you to remember that people are watching you at all times. They are 
making decisions about you, when you are not testifying, as much as when you are testifying.

I hope when that time comes, that each one of us will know the joy of having Jesus standing right there beside us. 
I hope that, when the time comes, each one of us will feel the good and gracious and nail-scarred hand of Jesus 
upon our shoulder. I hope and pray that, when the time comes, we all shall hear the matchless voice of our Lord 
and Savior saying to us: “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Amen.
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