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The

... because the mouse hears everything

Holy Week and Easter Worship Schedule
Join us at Shadyside Presbyterian Church during Holy Week to find your place in the Passion and the 
new life Easter offers. 

MUSIC MINISTRY

Music in a Great Space Presents the Tallis Scholars
Music in a Great Space welcomes the unparalleled Tallis Scholars, under the direction of Peter Phillips, 
on Sunday, April 26, at 3:00 p.m. 

Continued on page 2 

Above: The Tallis Scholars with director Peter Phillips. Photograph taken by Nick Rutter.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Palm Sunday, April 5
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
with Holy Communion 
Dr. Dalles preaches, “Be Thou 
Our Guide,” in a service that 
includes Holy Communion and  
children’s participation in the 
Procession of Palms at the 
beginning of worship. An Easter 
egg hunt follows; see page 5.

Maundy Thursday, April 9
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
A Communion service includes 
a meditation from Dr. Dalles, 
the Lord’s Supper, and music by 
the Pittsburgh Girls Choir.

Good Friday, April 10
10:00 a.m. in the Chapel
A Family Service — led by the 
Children’s, Youth, and Family 
Ministries — includes Holy 
Communion and a message 
from Rev. Buckwalter Smith.

7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
During this Service of Music 
and Readings, the Chancel 
Choir sings The Crucifixion, by 
composer John Stainer, under 
the direction of conductor  
Dr. Mark A. Boyle. In addition 
to the choral work, the service 
will include prayers and hymns.

Easter Sunday, April 12
9:00 and 11:00 a.m.  
in the Sanctuary
In two identical services 
celebrating the Resurrection of 
the Lord, Dr. Dalles preaches, 
“Faith’s Fair Vision,” with music 
by the Chancel Choir, organ, 
strings, and timpani.

Above right: Detail of the “Easter Morn” art glass window in the north transept of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church sanctuary 
depicting a crown of thorns. A gift from Mr. and Mrs. Wallace H. Rowe in honor of the church’s founders for the fiftieth anniversary of the 
church, the window was designed by the Gorham Company of New York, 1916. Photograph taken by Ellen L. Allston.
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Something New
We read the Bible, pray, and worship in order to listen to the voice 
of God. We want to attune our thoughts to what God is saying and 
make God’s message the motivation for what we do, each day.

When we listen to God, what do we expect to hear?

I asked this question of a number of people, and the answers were 
far-ranging: 

Comfort. Hope. Encouragement. Guidance. Direction. Something we 
know to be true.  

Certainly, we all would agree about these. Whether we focus on our 
worship, or our Bible study, we participate in these in order to hear what God says to comfort us in our 
affliction; to give us hope for today and for the future; to offer us encouragement in the things we are 
called upon to do each day; to provide us guidance and direction in doing them; and to remind us of 
what we know to be true about God’s love, mercy, and grace. Messages from God that include these 
are meaningful, fulfilling, and essential to our spiritual well-being. We treasure them.

Now here is one more answer that was offered, but not as often. When we listen to God, we expect 
to hear …  

Something new.

This answer was offered less frequently, I suppose, because we are less comfortable with the thought 
that God might have something new to say. If God is telling us the old, old story that we have loved 
so well, that feels comfy to us. But if God tells us something new, that takes some getting used to. 
The fact is, the entire old, old story was brand new to the people who first heard it — and God was 
always saying something new to Bible people. So why shouldn’t we anticipate that God has more new 
messages to speak, today?

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

“The voice of God almost always stretches us beyond what we thought we understood.” So writes 
missionary, pastor, and author Chris Tiegreen.  

So the question is, have you positioned yourself to let God do this? You can, you know. You can  
become more open to God, with ears that are eager to hear whatever God might be saying, so that 
you do not miss what God has to say. The next time you come to worship, Bible study, or any of the 
other wonderful programs at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, why not come with expectation that 
God is going to stretch you beyond what you thought you understood? Listen for what’s new!

Yours in Christ,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles 
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

“The voice of God almost always stretches us beyond what we thought we 
understood.”  

— Chris Tiegreen

Tallis Scholars — continued from page 1

Over four decades of performance and a catalogue of award-winning recordings, Peter Phillips 
and the Tallis Scholars have done more than any other group to establish sacred vocal music of the 
Renaissance as one of the great repertoires of Western classical music. Having sung in churches, 
cathedrals, and venues on every continent on the planet except Antarctica, the Tallis Scholars bring 
fresh interpretations to music by contemporary as well as past composers. Be here as the Tallis 
Scholars share with us their exclusive sound, praised by reviewers for its supple clarity and tone.  

Tickets cost $30 each in advance through the church office. If available, tickets will cost $40 each at 
the door.

MUSIC MINISTRY
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Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others
Adult Education Topical Book Study Led by Elder Sharon A. Taylor 
Sundays, April 19 and 26, and May 10 through 31, at 9:45 a.m. in the Craig Room

On Sunday, April 19, a new Adult Christian Education class will begin. 
We will study and discuss the book Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith 
of Others, by Barbara Brown Taylor. The author, an Episcopal priest 
and college professor of religion, is a bestselling author, speaker, 
and preacher. In her latest book, she contemplates the myriad ways 
other people and traditions encounter the Transcendent, both by 
digging deeper into those traditions herself and by seeing them 
through her students’ eyes as she sets off with them on field trips to 
monasteries, temples, and mosques. You can read more about how 
she came to write this book at www.shadysidepres.org — select 
Adult Christian Education under the “Learn & Grow” menu.

I encourage everyone with an interest in relating to other religions, 
especially those who have already read the book, to come and join 
in the discussion. Paperback copies will be available at church in 
late March and may also be found on Kindle through Amazon.

Elder Sharon A. Taylor

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

A Special Invitation from Our Sister Congregation in Birmingham 
Adult Education Seminars on Saturday, April 25, at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

Members and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian Church are invited to join members from Independent 
Presbyterian Church (IPC), Birmingham, Alabama, for a day-long series of seminars at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, on Saturday, April 25, from 8:30 a.m. through 4:00 p.m. 

IPC’s Focus on Faith group travels to seminaries, enlisting professors and theologians to present a 
wide range of topics, with many focusing on their own areas of expertise. This year’s seminar leaders 
are Dr. Ron Tappy, Dr. Leanne Fuller, Dr. Ron Burgess, and Dr. Ron Cole-Turner. The day includes four 
seminar workshops at the seminary and lunch with our brothers and sisters from IPC. 

On Sunday, April 26, we have invited these friends to participate in an architectural tour of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, led by Elder Tim Engleman, prior to joining us in worship in our Sanctuary. You 
may register for the event by contacting the church office or by signing up in the Sharp Atrium. For 
more information, please contact Ellen Allston: eallston@shadysidepres.org.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Pastor Nominating Committee’s Work Continues
Your Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC) is comprised 
of seven members of the 
congregation: Susan Balaan, 
Sara Brooke, Don Coffelt, Percy 
Jackson, Adam Loucks, Ann 
Pauley, and Janet Rohrer. The 
PNC publishes periodic updates 
about the search online at 
www.shadysidepres.org/pnc.   
You are welcome to contact 
the PNC directly by email at  
pnc@shadysidepres.org. Please 
keep them in your prayers as 
they discern whom God is calling 
to be our next senior pastor.
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MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

An Invitation to Participate in Marathon Weekend Festivities
Four relay teams comprised of members and friends of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church are preparing for the Pittsburgh Marathon on 
Sunday, May 3. The entire church is invited to run alongside them in 
a number of exciting ways:

• Show Your Support: This year, we are again honored to be 
running with our local mission partner, Open Hand Ministries 
(OHM). Shadyside runners are running with a purpose to raise 
funds in support of OHM’s urban-renewal work in the Garfield and East Liberty communities. To 
support our runners financially, visit their pages at bit.ly/OHMruns2020.

• Eat Dinner: Join the runners and meet our mission partner at a carbo-loading pasta party on 
Saturday, May 2, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please RSVP by signing up in the Sharp Atrium 
or contacting the church office by Sunday, April 26.

Reminder
Marathon weekend concludes with worship at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 3.  

Due to the church’s location within the marathon route, our service of worship moves from the  
morning to the afternoon. We will welcome guest preacher, the Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Yorty, as well as 

the choir of Westminster Presbyterian Church from Buffalo, New York, under the direction of  
organist and choirmaster, Garrett F. Martin. The service will be held in the Sanctuary and will include 
Communion served by intinction. (There will be no worship at 11:00 a.m. and no Christian Education 

classes at 9:45 a.m. Nursery care will be provided during the 4:00 p.m. service.) As a fitting  
conclusion to marathon weekend, this will serve as a reminder that acts of running, giving, and 

encouraging are all done in worship. Following the service, enjoy a special time of fellowship with a 
potluck dinner in the Parish Hall. The church will provide a hot dog bar with all the toppings.  

Please bring a side dish or a dessert to share, and let us know you plan to attend; RSVP by signing up  
in the Sharp Atrium or contacting the church office by Sunday, April 26.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Mission Dinner: Garfield Community Farm 
Wednesday, April 1, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall

The Mission and Urban Ministry Team invites you to hear the 
inspirational stories of our mission partners by attending our Mission 
Dinner Series. Join us in the Parish Hall on Wednesday, April 1,  
at 6:00 p.m., when we welcome the Reverend John Creasy, founder 
and director of Garfield Community Farm, one of our local mission 
partners. 

Although there is no charge for the dinner, a freewill offering will be 
received to offset the costs of the meal. Please RSVP by signing up 
in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office. Nursery care 
is available. Families are encouraged to eat together; then, children 
may move to the Nursery during the presentation. 

Above: The Reverend John Creasy

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Sixteenth Annual Sojourner House Victorian Tea
On Sunday, April 19, our mission partner Sojourner House will hold its sixteenth annual Victorian 
tea. Join us for a social hour at 1:00 p.m. and tea from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. at the Omni William Penn 
Hotel (530 William Penn Place) in Downtown Pittsburgh. Festive hats are encouraged! Please sign up 
in the Sharp Atrium. For more information, contact Lisa Iadicicco through the church office.

Also, save the date for another event from a local mission partner!  
The Pennsylvania Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER) will honor  

Shadyside Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, May 19, at POWER’s “A Night of Hope” event.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Easter Egg Hunt

Above: Young friends and families search 
for Easter eggs on the McClintock Lawn.  
Photograph taken by Laura E. Allston.

Appreciation for Pancake Dinner 
A Message of Gratitude from a Pleased Patron

On February 25, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church youth group 
transformed Parish Hall into a lively, colorful, and inviting Mardi 
Gras celebration! My husband and I were greeted by their smiling 
faces and treated to a deliciously prepared pancake dinner served 
by our enthusiastic, attentive youth group! We enjoyed the meal, 
the fun atmosphere, and fellowship with our church family. 
Congratulations to the youth and their leaders for a wonderful 
evening. 

Janice Collins

YOUTH MINISTRY

On Palm  Sunday,  April  5, all 
Shadyside families and friends 
are invited to an Easter egg hunt 
on the church’s McClintock 
Lawn following worship. (In the 
event of rain, the festivities will 
move indoors.)

Junior and senior high students 
are encouraged to help 
hide the eggs immediately 
after worship. Families with 
infants to elementary-age 
children are invited to enjoy 
our Time of Fellowship with 
light refreshments following 
worship, and then are invited 
to gather in the Hulme Room 
at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
beginning of the egg hunt.

The Children’s Ministry Team 
is seeking donations of plastic 
eggs, filled or unfilled, that we 
can use for the event, which 
welcomes many guests from 
the community. Please sign up 
in the Sharp Atrium to let us 
know what you can contribute, 
or contact Ellen Allston through 
the church office to learn more.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Easter Schedule Change for Christian Education 
Sunday, April 12

Because of the change in the worship schedule on Easter Sunday, April 12, there will be no Christian 
Education from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. Children’s classes (ages 4 through 2nd grade) will be provided during 
both worship services (9:00 and 11:00 a.m.). Choir School will not be held that morning. Childcare for 
children ages 3 and younger will be available in the Nursery during both worship services. Classes for 
all ages will resume on Sunday, April 19, at 9:45 a.m.

Above: The youth of Shadyside Presbyterian Church and Rev. Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith 
are smiling and all set to serve meals to patrons at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on 
February 25, 2020. Photograph taken by Nick Conti, Imagebox Productions.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Monday, April 27,  
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Please contact the church office 
to let us know you plan to attend.  
For details, contact Rev. Portz.

PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner
Wednesday, April 15,  
from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. 

Enjoy a meal with your church 
family! RSVP to the church office 
by Sunday, April 12.

Thank You for Your Support!
The youth of Shadyside Presbyterian Church are grateful for the 

support of their summer mission activities through the  
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner. A bustling and hungry crowd 

helped the youth raise $1,192. A photo album is available on the 
church’s Facebook page: facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian. 

(No account is necessary to access the album.)
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COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Wednesday, April 1 
May issue

Friday, May 1 
June/July issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

DEACONS

Save the Date

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary
Please see page 1 for Holy Week worship information.

Sunday, April 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

God of the Coming Years  (Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9)

Sunday, April 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching

Through Paths Unknown  (Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35)

Lenten Vespers in the Sanctuary
A 45-minute candlelight Communion service in our Sanctuary 

includes guest musicians. Nursery care is available.

Wednesday, April 1, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Note: No Lenten vespers will occur on Wednesday, April 8.  
Join us instead on Maundy Thursday, April 9. Please see page 1.

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel
These candlelit services offer a more intimate worship 

experience in our beautiful Chapel. Nursery care is available.

Wednesday, April 15, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Wednesday, April 22, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Wednesday, April 29, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

27th Annual  
Strawberry Festival
Friday, June 5, 2020,  
from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.
Partnering with Sojourner House 
and Sojourner House MOMS


