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PARISH LIFE

Twelfth Annual Pie Sunday 
Sunday, March 15, in the Parish Hall following Worship

The Parish Life Ministry Team will host the twelfth annual Pie 
Sunday in the Parish Hall during the Time of Fellowship following 
worship on Sunday, March 15. We are looking for some terrific 
pie bakers to provide a variety of pies. Please sign up in the  
Sharp Atrium, or contact the church office, to bring a pie — or 
perhaps a pair of pies, if possible. Not a baker? Come and enjoy; 
there will be plenty to share! We hope you can join us in fellowship.

Lent is a forty-day season in the Church inspired by Christ’s forty 
days in the wilderness, during which our Lord prepared for His 
ministry of self-giving, teaching, healing, and giving His life on the 
cross. During this season, Christ’s followers seek to re-design their 
thoughts and lives in the pattern of Jesus. To do so, we may share 
in acts of learning, of wellness, and of self-denial: dying to the old 
self and putting on the new identity designed in God’s image.

Join us on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary for worship, a 
shared experience which is structured upon the blueprint of God’s 
Word and Christian tradition. The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles will 
preach, except as noted below. Nursery care is available.

• First Sunday in Lent, March 1 (with Communion):   
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

• Second Sunday in Lent, March 8:  Our Times Are in Thy Hand

• Third Sunday in Lent, March 15:  With Us Abide

• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22:  Lead Us by Faith

• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29:  Hope’s True Promised Land

Lenten Vespers: 
From Heaven’s Throne
Join us as we begin our Lenten 
journey on Ash Wednesday, 
February 26, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary, with a 
service including the ancient 
custom of the imposition of 
ashes. Vespers continue in the 
Sanctuary on Wednesdays 
through April 1. 

These 45-minute candlelight 
Communion services include a 
homily, the Lord’s Supper, and 
music offered by the Shadyside 
Strings, Chatham Baroque, 
and the Pittsburgh Girls Choir. 
Nursery care is available. 

Visit www.shadysidepres.org/lent to view more seasonal opportunities.

PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner
Wednesday, March 18,  
from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. 

You are invited to join your 
church family and friends in the 
Parish Hall for a wonderful time 
to connect with one another 
while enjoying a delicious home-
cooked meal. If you are able, we 
hope you will stay for vespers. 
Please RSVP to the church office 
by Monday, March 16.
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Top Ten Ways to Help Shadyside Presbyterian Church Thrive
Invite a friend to church. Seventy percent of the people who become 
members of a church do so because a friend invited them to church. 
Think of a friend you know who does not have a church. Invite that 
friend to church. Encourage that friend to become a member of 
Shadyside during 2020. Invite a friend, and your church will thrive.

Let the Holy Spirit give you courage. All through the Bible, Spirit-
inspired messengers of God start conversations with people with 
two words: “Fear not!” The Holy Spirit longs to take away fear and 
give you all the courage you long for and a full measure beyond that. 
Let the Spirit give you courage, and your church will thrive.

Get to know Jesus as your Friend. Jesus is Savior, Lord, and Master. But more importantly, He is 
Friend. Love Jesus the way you love your best friend and your dearest family members. Love His 
toughness and His tenderness, His comfort and His challenge, His words and His Way. Make every 
day with Jesus sweeter than the day before; your church will thrive.

Trust God all the time. It is easy to trust God in good times. It is even easier to forget about God in 
good times. In tough times, with war in the news and dismal economics, you may be more inclined 
to trust God. That’s good, if it continues when peace breaks out and the market soars. Only God is 
worthy of complete trust. Trust in God; your church will thrive.

Worship whenever there’s worship. Promise: If worship is happening — I’ll be there, every Sunday 
that I can; if I’m not sick or out of town, I’ll worship in His house. Recently, one of you said you were 
anxious about upcoming surgery until you came to Communion. Then, even co-workers noticed a 
new peace about you. Come to worship; your church will thrive.

Pray all the time. Not always with eyes closed — you need to get where you are going in one piece 
and in perfect peace. Be always ready to tell God what is on your heart and mind; always be open to 
hear what God will tell you. Pray, and your church will thrive.

Give generously. Only you know what that is; if you want guidance from Scripture, think of that word 
“tithe,” ten percent. God loves cheerful givers. Why? Because God cheerfully gives, and, when you 
thought God was done, God gives more. The cross is the symbol of God’s greatest gift. When you 
give, God is pleased, and your church will thrive.

Risk something new. Everything you have done was “new” once. Jesus didn’t ask James and John 
to keep fishing for fish. His call was to get out of their leaky boat and put down their shaggy nets. 
They were to go where they had never gone before and turn the world upside down. So are you. Risk 
something new, and your church will thrive. 

Do mission. Make the world a better place for others in the name of Jesus Christ. Make your 
neighborhood a place where the peace of Christ prevails. Where is your neighborhood, and who is 
your neighbor? Your neighborhood is everywhere you are. Your neighbor is anyone who is not God or 
a member of your family. When you do mission, your church thrives.

Talk positively about Shadyside. You would not talk negatively about your spouse, child, parent, or 
friend. The most mediocre student knows, “Be true to your school.” Be true to your faith community 
as you live out what you believe. Be a “Shadyside Booster,” and your church will thrive.

PS: It worked in Jesus’ day. It will work in our day. As your church thrives, you will thrive, too. God 
promises us this. And God always keeps His promises!

Blessings to one and all,

Your pastor and your friend,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Shadyside Presbyterian Church has introduced a new video series helping us get to know Dr. Dalles better as we 
continue through this interim together. In these interviews, Dr. Dalles discusses worship, sermons, his connection 
with our church, and more. Facebook users, please “like,” comment, and share these videos as they are released. 

We hope others may learn what is special about our faith community through these conversations with Dr. Dalles.
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INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT

Technology 101: An Intergenerational Invitation 
Are you adrift in a sea of technology? There’s a teenager to help you stay afloat!

How many times have you watched someone use a cell phone, tablet, or laptop and marveled at how 
easy it seemed? Have you ever taken a photo only to wonder where it went?

There are few things that can make the technologically challenged 
feel more inept than watching a young person work on a smartphone 
or other device. Maybe a grandchild sends you something with tiny 
cartoon characters and acronyms that make no sense. Maybe you 
have accidentally downloaded an application and don’t know what to 
do with it. Maybe there are so many things using up precious memory 
space and you know you need to do something, but what?

There’s a teenager for that! Our youth invite those interested in tackling the technology to participate 
in their “Technology 101” event, Sunday, March 8, at 1:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. You will be partnered 
with a youth who will help you navigate the confusing world of texts, emails, apps, emoji, photos,  
Air Drops, and iMessages — just for starters.

A light lunch will be provided. Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or call the church office by March 4. 
We’ll need to know with what type of device you would like assistance.

Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays (SPYS)

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Musical March Madness! 
Three Choral Concerts This Month

This month, Music in a Great Space invites you to enjoy performances from a trio of collegiate choirs!

• Sunday, March 8  •  The Virginia Glee Club
 The Virginia Glee Club joins the Shadyside Chancel Choir in singing during worship. The ensemble 

will offer an extended choral prelude from 10:45 to 11:00 a.m., and also will present a brief, free 
concert after worship. Enjoy light refreshments and fellowship in the Sharp Atrium at noon, then 
return to the Sanctuary for the concert from 12:30 to 1:00 p.m. Plan on arriving early for worship 
and staying a little longer afterward to hear these talented young singers, under the direction of 
Grammy® Award-winning conductor Frank Albinder.

• Sunday, March 15, at 3:00 p.m.  •  Una Voce 
 Under the direction of Dr. Mark A. Boyle, Seton Hill University’s chamber choir will offer the 

Pennsylvania premiere of Dr. Stephen Caldwell’s work, Pre-Existing Condition. (You may read 
more about the background of this remarkable piece of music on the church website.) The 
program also will include Andrea Clearfield’s Into the Blue, Peter de Mets’ Blessings, and Steven 
Sametz’s Let Us Carry On That Dream, a new setting of Robert F. Kennedy’s address after the 
assassination of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. No tickets are needed for admission; 
donations are appreciated.

• Sunday, March 22, at 3:00 p.m.  •  The Choirs of Duquesne University 
 Join the over 100 voices of Duquesne University’s Voices of Spirit, Pappert Chorale, and 

University Singers, under the direction of Dr. Caron Daley, for an inspiring program of traditional 
and contemporary choral music. No tickets are needed for admission; donations are appreciated.

Plus, save the date and purchase your tickets in advance for the Tallis Scholars: Sunday, April 26!

Above (from left to right): The Virginia Glee Club, Seton Hill University’s Una Voce, and the choirs of Duquesne University.

TECHNOLOGY 
101
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BUILDING & GROUNDS

Welcome Wayne Diggs
In January, Wayne Diggs joined 
the church staff as a part-time 
evening sexton.

Above: Wayne Diggs

Wayne brings a great deal of 
experience with security to his 
position at Shadyside. Currently, 
he works a full-time daylight 
shift as a security officer 
with Am-Gard, Inc., serving 
various Pittsburgh Parking 
Authority garages. In addition 
to his background in security, 
Wayne also has experience in 
housekeeping, including set-up 
and break-down for special 
events and functions at Point 
Park University. Other previous 
employers include PNC Bank, 
Pitney Bowes, and several 
private security companies.

A father of four children and 
grandfather of five grandchil-
dren, Wayne resides in the 
Beechview neighborhood of 
Pittsburgh. In his spare time, he 
loves to bowl, fish, and cook; he 
also enjoys music and anime. 
A fan of all Pittsburgh sports, 
Wayne especially supports the 
Steelers.

Please join us in welcoming 
Wayne to our staff. In addition, 
we also are pleased to announce 
that, following the retirement of 
Head Sexton Bob Anderson last 
fall, Dennis Martin has taken on 
the Head Sexton position, and 
Bobby Pack, who was formerly 
part-time, has joined the staff 
as a full-time sexton. We are 
grateful for their willingness 
to accept new responsibilities. 
Please join us in thanking them!

Remembering the Reverend Dr. Beverly W. James 
October 25, 1950—January 23, 2020

Please remember in prayer 
the family and friends of the 
Reverend Dr. Beverly Wallis 
James, who passed from this 
life into the Church Triumphant 
on Thursday, January 23, 2020. 
A longtime friend of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC), 
Dr. James was a wise and 
compassionate pastor who will 
be deeply missed.

While serving as Associate 
Minister to the Pittsburgh Presbytery, Dr. James worked with 
more than sixty congregations in the East and South Branches 
of Pittsburgh Presbytery, including ours. A Minister of the Word 
and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church for thirty-nine years, 
Beverly began her service as a Volunteer in Mission in Thailand 
teaching English as a second language five years before she 
entered the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS).

Beverly’s longstanding connections with SPC were established 
during her seminary studies, when she interned among us. 
For nearly four years, she worked with the Reverend Dr. Robert 
Cleveland Holland and the Reverend Dr. George H. McConnel 
(affectionately known as “Sandy”) at SPC, where she carried out a 
particularly effective ministry with senior high youth. Beverly also 
spent one summer as the Chaplain at the Presbyterian House of 
the Chautauqua Institution under Shadyside’s sponsorship.

Dr. James fondly recalled preaching at SPC on the morning of 
Sunday, May 31, 1981 — the same day on which she was ordained 
in an afternoon service held at Dormont Presbyterian Church. 
She returned to SPC’s pulpit to proclaim God’s Word to our 
congregation many times in later years.

Throughout her ministry, Dr. James served many churches 
as interim pastor and demonstrated a strong commitment to 
assisting churches and pastors in times of transition. Indeed, she 
walked alongside SPC during several leadership transitions. In 
addition, she taught as adjunct faculty at PTS, the University of 
Pittsburgh, and La Roche College.

A service of witness to the resurrection occurred at Southminster 
Presbyterian Church in Mt. Lebanon on Monday, January 27. 
Please join us in giving thanks to God for Beverly’s life of faith, 
which she lived in dedicated service to Christ.

IN MEMORIAM

Above: The Reverend Dr. Beverly W. James

We’re Looking for a Few Friendly Faces! 
Share Your Smile with the Usher Team

Have you ever considered being an usher? Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church is looking for new ushers to help us welcome guests and 
members to worship in our warm and friendly community of faith. 
Interested? We would love for you to join us! Please speak to an 
usher coordinator or sign up in the Sharp Atrium.

WORSHIP
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Forgiveness: A Lenten Study 
Sundays, March 1 through April 5, at 9:45 a.m. in the Craig Room

From March 1 through April 5, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to join a new topical 
study reading Forgiveness: A Lenten Study, by Marjorie J. Thompson. On Sundays, after a time of 
fellowship and light refreshments in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please join us in the Craig Room 
at 9:45 a.m.

“Forgiveness is the healing stream flowing out from the crucified Christ over a 
world that does not know how desperately it needs the healing.”

Forgiving others and humbly asking for forgiveness are central disciplines for all Christian believers. 
Lent, a time to reflect on our Christian journey, is an appropriate time to deepen our understanding 
and practice of forgiveness. Author Marjorie J. Thompson takes a close look at our understanding of 
forgiveness in this encouraging study. In six brief chapters, Thompson addresses such questions as 
the following:

• Is forgiveness a Christian duty under all circumstances? Or are there 
situations when Christians do not need to forgive?

• Is forgiveness a matter between individuals, or is it meaningful only 
in the context of communities?

• Is forgiving the best route to healing for the injured?

• How do we get past emotional barriers to real forgiveness?

Using biblical examples and real-life situations, Thompson illustrates 
each chapter’s theme in an informative and engaging way. With clarity, 
insight, and sensitivity, this book is the perfect resource for examining 
both our ability to forgive and our own need for forgiveness.

Marjorie J. Thompson is author of the best-selling book Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual 
Life. An ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA), she spent thirteen years as Director 
of Congregational Spirituality with Upper Room Ministries. Marjorie has exercised a ministry of 
teaching, writing, and spiritual guidance for many years.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Mission Dinner: Schenley Heights for Youth
The Mission and Urban Ministry Team invites you to hear the inspirational stories of our mission 
partners by attending our Mission Dinner Series. Join us in the Parish Hall on Wednesday, March 4,  
at 6:00 p.m., when we welcome Alicia George, interim director of Schenley Heights for Youth, one 
of our local mission partners. Although there is no charge for the dinner, a freewill offering will 
be received to offset the costs of the meal. Please RSVP by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by 
contacting the church office. Nursery care is available. Families are encouraged to eat together; then, 
children may move to the Nursery during the presentation. 

Representative Nominating Reminder
The Representative Nominating Committee is currently working to finalize the slate of church officers 
for the upcoming year. Brochures which outline the process are in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium. 
Forms also are available on the website. You are encouraged to suggest the names of people who 
would be interested in assuming a leadership role with enthusiasm and competence. Please return 
nomination forms to the office on or before Sunday, March 1. Thank you.

The 2020 Representative Nominating Committee: Elder John E. B. Baldridge; Trustee Alexander G. Dick; 
Timothy C. Engleman; Elder Jason M. Huber, chair; Deacon Sherri P. Krofchik; Richard H. Potter;  

Janet B. Rohrer; Rachael W. Viehman; and Janet W. Wood

REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, March 2 
April issue

Wednesday, April 1 
May issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

BOARD OF DEACONS

Easter Lilies

The Board of Deacons is 
again providing the op-
portunity for the placement 
of lilies in the Sanctuary 
during the worship services 
on Easter morning. Orders 
may be placed in memory 
of loved ones; forms are 
available in the Sharp Atrium 
and Narthex and must be re-
ceived by Sunday, March 22.

PARISH LIFE

An Invitation to 
Membership
Tuesday, March 17, from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

On Tuesday, March 17, from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m., learn what 
makes Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church unique at a new 
members’ orientation class. 
We will share about the 
ministries and mission of our 
church, and help you find ways 
that you can add your gifts to 
our fellowship to serve Christ 
together. A light dinner will be 
served in the Hulme Room, and 
childcare is available during 
the class. New members will 
be welcomed during worship 
on Sunday,  March 29. To 
register, please contact Kaysie 
Strickland in the church office.

MISSIONS

Save the Date

21st Annual Golf Outing,  
Silent Auction, and Dinner
Saturday, September 12, 2020
at Birdsfoot Golf Club in Freeport

Partnering with Hosanna House

3
C e l e b r a t i n g  T h i r t y  Ye a r s  

o f  a  P l a c e  C a l l e d  H o p e

MOUSE MYSTERY

Why Is She Smiling?
Read the usher article on page 4!

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Mon., March 23, 7:00 p.m. 

To register, please call the office. Above: Elise Hunter and Mark Allston 
greet those gathering for Sunday worship.


