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... because the mouse hears everything

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
The whole family is invited to join us in this pre-Lenten celebration 
and fundraiser! On Tuesday, February 25, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Parish Hall, the youth will sponsor an all-you-can-eat 
pancake supper. Come and celebrate Mardi Gras (Shrove Tuesday) 
and support the youth. The proceeds from the evening will aid in 
the costs of summer mission opportunities for those in grades 6 
through 12. A freewill donation will be received. Please make your 
reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or calling the church 
office by Sunday, February 23.

FELLOWSHIP & YOUTH MINISTRY

Souper Bowl of Caring Supports EECM
This year, the youth of the church and the Hunger and Homelessness 
Mission Action Community (MAC) are again partnering for the 
Souper Bowl of Caring food collection. On Sunday, February 2, the 
youth will be stationed at the doors following worship to collect 
monetary donations for East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM). 
Members of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC also will be 
distributing bags to be returned with nonperishable items for EECM. 
The Hunger and Homelessness MAC will continue to distribute 
bags on Sunday, February 9, and will collect the filled bags on  
Sunday, February 16. Whether you are able to contribute both 
monetary gifts and food donations or you are able to participate 
in just one of these ways, your prayers and support for those in 
our community who are hungry and homeless are appreciated, 
especially during these harsh winter months. The Souper Bowl 
of Caring is part of a national event to raise awareness of hunger 
issues. For more information, visit www.souperbowl.org.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Organ Repair and 
Refurbishment
In 2020, the Music Ministry of  
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
will begin an important multi-
year project that affects the 
worship life of us all: the repair 
and refurbishment of our two 
organs in the sanctuary. 

Our chancel organ was installed 
in 1994 to the specifications of 
Dr. John Walker, our Minister 
of Music and Organist at the 
time. It is a splendid instrument 
which has served us well this 
quarter of a century. But other 
than routine tuning, and the 
occasional small repair, the 
organ has been at work on our 
behalf all this time without what 
now has become a great need 
for repairs and refurbishment. 

The gallery instrument was 
installed in 1973 in memory of 
Dr. Howard Scharfe. It, too, is 
in need of refurbishing, clean-
ing, and re-voicing. The pipes 
of this instrument are crucial 
in supporting congregational 
singing in the back half of the 
sanctuary and gallery. A more 
detailed document outlining 
the issues is available through 
the church office. In addition, 
Mark Anderson would be more 
than happy to speak to you to 
answer further questions. 

At the December 2019 meeting 
of the Session, our ruling elders 
approved moving forward in 
this effort, as well as reaching 
out to the congregation to 
invite one and all to share in it.

Continued on page 5

MUSIC MINISTRY
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Senior Pastor Search Process Enters Next Phase
Dear Friends in Christ,

Your Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has been hard at work 
compiling information received from the congregational survey, as 
well as from our pastors, PNC members of searches that occurred 
in the past, and resources from Pittsburgh Presbytery. The result 
of this work is that they have completed the Ministry Information 
Form, also known as the MIF. This is an important document 
which is central to the Presbyterian Church (USA) call process. 
The MIF was approved by your Session and by the Pittsburgh 
Presbytery Commission on Ministry, for publication on the national 
denomination opportunity search website, and also on our own 
church website. The MIF went “live” the week of January 6.

The last time our congregation conducted a search for a new senior minister, that search generated 
nearly 200 responses from ministers who were interested in the position. Your current PNC 
anticipates a similar response this time. Please keep your PNC in your daily prayers as they receive, 
evaluate, pray, and discuss Personal Information Forms (PIFs) from prospective candidates over the 
next many months. Rest assured, they will do their utmost to discern God‘s will as they review this 
information and get to know candidates. We trust they will come to have a clear sense of God‘s 
guidance step by step along the way.

The PNC is always glad to have your input regarding suggestions of pastors whom you feel merit 
the committee’s attention. Please keep in mind that none of our current pastors are eligible to be 
considered for the new senior pastor position, nor do any of them sense a call to this position. Both 
they and the PNC understand this. Should you have any questions, please be in touch with one of the 
members of the committee, who will be glad to answer any question you may have that is not of a 
confidential nature.

Again, thank you for your deep interest and fervent prayers as the committee continues its work.

Yours in Christ,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Reminder
The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is comprised of seven members of the congregation:  

Susan Balaan, Sara Brooke, Don Coffelt, Percy Jackson, Adam Loucks, Ann Pauley, and Janet Rohrer.   
The PNC publishes periodic updates about the search online at www.shadysidepres.org/pnc.  

You may review the Ministry Information Form (MIF) online at www.shadysidepres.org/pnc/mif.
You are welcome to contact the PNC directly by email at pnc@shadysidepres.org.

Mission Survey
The Mission and Urban Ministry Team has designed a mission survey to assess our church’s mission 
efforts. Our intent this year is to obtain a “20/20” vision as we discern how to best join in God’s mission 
beyond our own walls. Giving ten minutes of your time will ensure your voice is heard, and we are 
hoping to gather perspectives 
from a broad section of our faith 
community. A link to the survey 
will be sent to you via email on 
Monday, February 10. Please 
contact the church office if you 
prefer to receive the survey in a 
different format.

The Reverend Todd E. Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Supper with a Scholar: Scharfe Speaker Series Continues 
Wednesday, February 5: Dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Each year through the Howard C. Scharfe Endowment, Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church supports pastors in their post-graduate studies 
for the benefit of the Church and for the glory of God. Through this 
generous gift, pastors and churches for decades have been blessed 
to grow in new ways. Our speaker series invites recent recipients to 
share over dinner and through worship about their studies and how 
they are practicing what they learn in their congregations.

On Wednesday, February 5, we welcome Rev. Dr. Michael R. Wilson 
as our speaker. Dr. Wilson has been serving the Donegal Presbytery 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, as Stated Clerk for four and a half years. 
Currently, he is working toward a Doctorate in Missional Ecclesiology 
at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Please join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., 
to learn about what God is up to in the Church and in the world! RSVP through the church office.

Above: Rev. Dr. Michael R. Wilson

Representative Nominating Work Has Begun 
Recommendations Due by Sunday, March 1

The members of the Representative Nominating Committee have begun meeting to prayerfully 
engage in the process of identifying people who are well-suited and eager to serve our church as 
leaders.

Your help in the nomination process is needed. Brochures which provide precise information about 
the process are available in the church pews, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium. We urge you to take one 
or several of the brochures home and to give prayerful consideration to people you might like to 
recommend to the committee. The same information and additional forms are posted on the church 
website: www.shadysidepres.org/nominating. In order to be considered, recommendations must 
be submitted by Sunday, March 1.

As you contemplate, please remember the Trustees represent the congregation in the stewardship of 
property and management of funds. Elders serve on the Session, the body that sets and oversees the 
church’s direction in ministry, programs, and budget. Deacons organize and serve in ministries that 
engage people and groups directly in Christ’s service. At-large members of the 2021 Representative 
Nominating Committee will be called upon to identify the next set of church officers. Trustees, Elders, 
and Deacons serve a three-year term and are eligible to serve a second consecutive term.

Officer candidates will be identified for presentation to the congregation for the purpose of election 
at the annual meetings of the congregation and the corporation which are held in May. You are 
encouraged to join in the work of the Nominating Committee by identifying people who routinely 
seek the will of God and who lead lives consistent with the Gospel. Members of the committee will 
be happy to speak with you should you have questions about the process.

The 2020 Representative Nominating Committee: Elder John E. B. Baldridge; Trustee Alexander G. Dick; 
Timothy C. Engleman; Elder Jason M. Huber, chair; Deacon Sherri P. Krofchik; Richard H. Potter;  

Janet B. Rohrer; Rachael W. Viehman; and Janet W. Wood

REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING

PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
On Wednesday, February 19, the Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to 
join us in the Parish Hall any time between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. for a wonderful time to connect 
with one another while enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright. 
Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by 
Sunday, February 16. A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal. If you are able, 
we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m. Nursery care is available during vespers. 
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IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following member of our 
church family was called to her 
heavenly home. While we will 
miss her earthly presence, we 
rejoice that she has joined the 
Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for her life of faith.

•	 Suzanne B. Potter

Shepherd Wellness Community Dinner 
Opportunity to Serve: Friday, February 14, at 5:45 p.m.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner for 
the Shepherd Wellness Community on Friday, February 14, at the 
Shepherd Wellness Community Center located at 4800 Sciota 
Street in Bloomfield. Volunteers should sign up online by going to 
the website at www.swconline.org and clicking on the “Volunteer 
Online Now” button on the Volunteer Opportunities page. There is 
a separate tab for Shadyside Presbyterian Church. If online access 
is not available, please call 412-683-4477, ext. 12.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Pittsburgh Marathon Relay Teams Support Open Hand Ministries
For more than ten years, Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) has used the Pittsburgh Marathon as 
a platform to raise funds and awareness for our mission partners. Once again this year, we will run 
with our mission partner Open Hand Ministries (OHM). OHM is committed to promoting justice and 
equality through home ownership in the East End of Pittsburgh. SPC and OHM welcome runners of 
any ability to join in running with a purpose at the 2020 Pittsburgh Marathon on Sunday, May 3. The 
marathon relay divides the 26.2-mile marathon course into five legs, ranging from 3.8 to 6.5 miles. 
Registration is free, but we ask each individual to participate in fundraising for OHM. To sign up or for 
more information, please contact Rev. Todd Leach. The deadline to register is Sunday, February 16.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

The Pittsburgh Camerata Presents “What She Said” 
Sunday, February 9, at 3:00 p.m.

The 27th concert season of Music in a Great Space continues this month with the Pittsburgh Camerata, 
presenting “What She Said,” on Sunday, February 9, at 3:00 p.m.

Under the direction of Artistic Director Mark A. Anderson, the 
Pittsburgh Camerata sings music of women composers and poets, 
including Emily Dickinson, Sara Teasdale, Hildegard von Bingen, 
and more, with guests: the Pittsburgh Girls Choir, Kathryn Barnard, 
Artistic Director; and Triple Trio, the all-girls ensemble of the  
Mt. Lebanon High School Choirs, Ethan LaPlaca, Director.

Please visit www.pittsburghcamerata.org to purchase tickets in 
advance for a cost of $30 each, or purchase tickets at the door for a 
cost of $35 each. A $5 ticket is available to full-time students with 
a valid ID. 

The coming months will bring many more concerts! Visit www.shadysidepres.org/migs for details.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group 
Monday, February 24, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room

Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement 
and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one. The group meets regularly to 
discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range 
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward. Our next gathering occurs 
Monday, February 24, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room.  Sessions are led by a pastor and an 
experienced grief support facilitator. New participants are always welcome to join; there is no cost to 
attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons. For more information or to 
register, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.
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A Message from Mark Anderson as He Begins His Sabbatical
The Human Resources (HR) Committee of the Session has 
graciously granted me a three-month sabbatical to do concentrated 
work on my doctorate, which will be a Sacred Music Doctorate. I 
began coursework last summer, doing one course at a time until 
my sabbatical, when I will do at least two courses concurrently, 
and hopefully the better part of a third. 

The courses are done one on one, under the tutelage of a musician 
or theologian with expertise in a specific area. Each course has 
several assigned books and at least one major paper per week. 
This past summer, I did an in-depth study of the cantatas of Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Currently, I am writing and editing several hymns 
(with brass, organ, and string accompaniment) for publication. During my sabbatical, I will focus on 
the history and philosophy of the theology of sacred music over the past 2,000 years.

My hope is to complete the degree by late 2021 or early 2022. I am deeply grateful to the HR 
Committee, the Session, and the congregation for the generosity in granting this sabbatical, and 
the love and support I already have received. While I am away (mid-February through the end of 
April, and then a bit in the summer), Justin Wallace will assume more playing responsibilities, and  
Mark Boyle and Rebecca Rollett will help with the conducting. Shadyside will be in great hands!

Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry

MUSIC MINISTRY

Organ Repair and Refurbishment — continued from page 1

The cost of the repairs and refurbishments will be $270,000. The 
work is being undertaken by Charles Kegg Organbuilders, a highly 
respected firm, in which we have utmost confidence. The work will 
be accomplished in phases, in order that we will have at least one of 
the organs working at all times. We will address the chancel organ 
first, beginning after Easter and continuing throughout the summer 
and early fall, during which time we will worship utilizing the gallery 
organ and grand piano in the chancel.

The combined power and beauty of our chancel and gallery organs 
is like another member of the congregation who raises our spirits, 
supports our corporate singing, lifts our minds and hearts, and 
inspires our lives. With their rich resources, our organs help illu-
minate sacred mysteries, reveal divine grace, and stir our deepest 
emotions. The unleashing of the full spectrum of an organ’s power 
can move us to tears, console our grief, and enhance our joy. It has 
been said that no other form of music acts so powerfully as an 
instrument of both meditation and celebration, as we listen, and as 
we sing together.

We know that you have been blessed by our instruments in many 
of these ways. We now invite you to share in securing their future.  
If you are interested in sharing a gift that will help underwrite this 
project, we would be most grateful! We hope you shall. 

Please direct any financial gifts to the church finance office, 
earmarking your check “Organ Fund,” as this special donation is 
separate from the annual budget of the church.

We thank you for prayerfully considering your support of this worthy endeavor.

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles and Mark A. Anderson

Above: Detail of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church’s “Digital Mosaic,” created by 
illustrator Mark Bender. All rights reserved 
by Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

MUSIC MINISTRY
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary
Sunday, February 2, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
Through All Our Hopes and Fears  (Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31)

Sunday, February 9, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching
Thy Hand We See  (Psalm 84; Hebrews 2:14-18)

Sunday, February 16, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching

With Each New Day  (Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9)

Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday, February 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

When Morning Lifts the Veil  (Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21)

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel
These candlelit services offer a more intimate worship 

experience in our beautiful Chapel. Nursery care is available.
Wednesday, February 5, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. Michael R. Wilson, preaching
Wednesday, February 12, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching
Wednesday, February 19, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

Rebecca L. Young, preaching

Lenten Vespers in the Sanctuary
A 45-minute candlelight Communion service in our Sanctuary 

includes guest musicians. Nursery care is available.
Ash Wednesday, February 26, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, February 3 
March issue

Monday, March 2 
April issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Live Worship Webcast 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live 
Please share this link with friends 
and neighbors who may not be 
able to join us in person.


