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The

... because the mouse hears everything

Prepare . . . 
Sundays in Advent at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

On Sunday mornings in Advent, 
our pastors will lead us in 
worship as we prepare ourselves 
for the arrival of Jesus in a way 
that nurtures a spirit of hope. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, 
preaching.

First Sunday of Advent, 
December 1, with Communion
… For Unanswered Questions
(Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44)

Second Sunday of Advent, 
December 8
… The Straight Road
(Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12)

Third Sunday of Advent, 
December 15
… For the One Who Is to Come
(Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-11)

Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
December 22
… For God with Us
(Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 1:18-25)

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Artwork: The Annunciation to the Virgin 
Mary by Gabriel is depicted in A Visit © 
2019  John August Swanson  |  Eyekons

PARISH LIFE

Christmas Community Open House 
Sunday, December 8, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

On Sunday, December 8, take a break from the hustle and bustle of 
this hectic season, and refresh your spirit in the beauty and serenity 
of our sacred spaces. Warm beverages and cookies will be available 
in the Sharp Atrium from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Join us as your schedule 
permits, and please invite friends and neighbors to this welcoming 
event. Consider returning or remaining afterward for the Service of 
Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary at 3:00 p.m. (Please see above.)

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 8, at 
3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Based on the service begun at 
King’s College, Cambridge, in 
1918, the Service of Lessons 
and Carols tells the story of the 
fall of humanity, the promise 
of a Messiah, and the birth 
of Jesus through a series of 
Scripture readings, carols, and 
hymns. Please join with the 
pastors and the Chancel Choir 
as together we celebrate in 
word and in song the joys of the 
Christmas season.

Right: A gingerbread church created by Chef Steven Bright is displayed in the Sharp 
Atrium for a previous Community Open House. Also incorporated into this miniature 
wonderland, which delighted young and old alike almost as much as Chef Bright’s 
delicious treats, was a train display on loan from member Paul Dodworth. 
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When Will It Be Christmas?
“When will it be Christmas?” Young, old, and in-between, that is the 
question we all ask during Advent, as we prepare for the birthday 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We make our plans and we decorate our 
homes; we send out cards and we wrap presents — getting ready. 
So, when will it be Christmas?

When we prepare for unanswered questions …  

The Bible tells us clearly that God is love. God’s love is coming to 
us in the baby of Bethlehem. We look at that little child, and we 
have questions — who will He be, what will He do, how will His life 
change our own? This is the Eternal Word — in the person of Jesus.  
If we would see Christmas this year, then, like the shepherds, we will tiptoe up to the manger and gaze 
upon Divine Love, God with us.

When we prepare the straight road …  

The Bible reminds us that nothing was ordinary on that first Christmas, from the appearance of the 
angels to the wandering star that guided seekers to the newborn King. God gave them a road to 
follow, in order to bring them to God’s Truth, and the timeless serenity of Christmas. 

When we prepare for the One who is to come …  

The Bible shows us that God so often does the unexpected, in fresh and original ways. We are the 
beneficiaries, inasmuch as we are open to what God will do. Nothing about this month ahead is casual 
or ordinary — God’s presence is all around us. Put yourself where you will expect to be surprised, 
renewed, encouraged, and filled with joy. Put yourself in God’s house, every Sunday during December.

When we prepare for God with us …  

The Bible gives us a front row seat to the Emmanuel events that changed the world. Can we foster the 
trust of Joseph, the faith of Mary, the humility of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, 
and the joy of the angels? If we put ourselves with the God who is with us in Jesus, Christmas will 
come to our hearts and lives.

When we prepare for good news of great joy …  

The Bible tells us that the shepherds returned praising God for all that they had seen and heard. They 
did not stay in the stable forever, but went back to their work. The difference was how they went back 
to work: filled with praise for God. If we can catch even a small measure of their joy, our own work will 
take on a whole new meaning, in the year ahead.

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles  
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Right: Photograph taken by Ellen L. Allston.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Christmas Eve Services on Tuesday, December 24
Family Service at 4:00 p.m. 
This family service appeals to 
congregants of all ages and lasts 
approximately 45 minutes.

Traditional Candlelight 
Service at 8:00 p.m.,  
with Prelude at 7:40 p.m.
This beloved traditional service 
is preceded by a prelude for 
choir and harp, and concludes 
with a ceremony of lights.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Advent Vespers on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

These candlelight Communion services at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary include reflections from 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary staff and music offered by the Shadyside Strings, Chatham Baroque, 
and the Pittsburgh Girls Choir. Nursery care is available.

• Wednesday, December 4
  Rev. Dr. L. Roger Owens

• Wednesday, December 11
 Rev. Ayana Teter

• Wednesday, December 18
  Rev. Dr. Scott J. Hagley

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in Word and Art 
Sundays, December 1 through 22, and January 5, at 9:45 a.m. in the Craig Room

During Advent, you are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical study, which 
begins exploring A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in Word and Art on Sunday, December 1. 

A Thrill of Hope is a DVD-based study, presenting the familiar story 
of Christmas as told in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Each 
Scripture passage is illustrated and interpreted in the stunning 
artwork of John August Swanson, along with commentary by some 
of America’s premier Biblical scholars, including Dr. Thomas G. 
Long, Dr. Michael Joseph Brown, Dr. Carol A. Newsom, and more. 
The study is divided into six chapters, each one featuring a passage 
of Scripture, commentary by the scholars, and a Swanson work 
of art based on that passage. Included are A Visit (Luke 1:26-38), 
The Nativity (Luke 2:1-7), The Shepherds (Luke 2:8-20), Epiphany 
(Matthew 2:1-12), Presentation in the Temple (Luke 2:21-40), and 
Flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15). Our discussion will be guided by 
suggested questions as we closely consider the beautiful full-color 
artwork by Swanson. 

Los Angeles-based artist John August Swanson is recognized 
worldwide for finely detailed, brilliantly colored paintings and 
original prints. His work will be familiar to our church family from 
past bulletin covers, so we are excited for this opportunity to explore 
these images in more depth as a community. 

On Sundays, after a time of fellowship and light refreshments in the 
Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please join our discussion leaders, Elder 
Robert B. Luthultz and Deacon Sharon L. Luthultz, in the Craig Room 
at 9:45 a.m.  The study will continue through Sunday, December 22, 
and then will conclude on Sunday, January 5.  (Christian Education 
classes will not meet on Sunday, December 29.)

Artwork: Detail of Epiphany © 2019  
John August Swanson  |  Eyekons

Above: Robert and Sharon Luthultz

Christian Education Schedule Change
Christian Education classes will not be held at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 29.  

Education classes for all ages will resume on Sunday, January 5, at 9:45 a.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

The Giving Tree 
Sundays, December 8 and 15, following worship

On Sundays, December 8 and 15, the Community Partnerships 
Mission Action Community (MAC) will again sponsor the 
Giving Tree at Shadyside Presbyterian Church on behalf of the 
families at Sojourner House; Sojourner House’s Mentoring, 
Opportunity, Motivation, and Spirituality (MOMS) program; and 
the Pennsylvania Organization for Women in Early Recovery 
(POWER). The tree will be decorated with special ornamental 
gift tags that correspond with the name of a recipient, along with 
pajama and slipper sizes. Please look for the Giving Tree after 
worship during the fellowship hour. A member of the Community 
Partnerships MAC will be present to register your name along 
with the name of the recipient. Gift-wrapped pajamas and slippers 
should be returned to the church by Sunday, December 22; the 
original gift tag should be affixed to the package. Your gift, along 
with your thoughts and prayers for the families of Sojourner 
House, Sojourner House MOMS, and POWER, are appreciated 
and will be a sign to them of Christ’s love this Christmas season.  
If you have questions about the Giving Tree, please contact 
Deacon Lisa Iadicicco through the church office.

Partner Spotlight: 
Sojourner House
Being a part of the Community 
Partnerships Mission Action 
Community (MAC) has been 
a rewarding and inspiring 
experience for me. Sojourner 
House, for example, has been 
a community partner of our 
church for over ten years and 
has become family to us. As 
a Sojourner House board 
member and a liaison with 
Shadyside, I have been in-
volved with Sojourner House 
at many different levels. From 
interacting with the children to 
consoling a mom, the guidance 
and hope that is imparted dur-
ing the events we host is a gift 
for the Sojourner women and 
for the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church volunteers who par-
ticipate.  We often hear that, in 
giving, we receive, and that is 
never more evident than dur-
ing our annual Giving Tree gift 
drive which we organize during 
the Christmas season. Church 
members mindfully select 
and gorgeously wrap pajamas 
and slippers for the women of 
Sojourner’s programs, so they, 
too, will have something to 
unwrap on Christmas day and 
know that someone actually 
cares about them. 

Mission is a strength of our 
church, and the more people 
that help, the more we can do 
to make a difference in our 
community and in ourselves.

Deacon Lisa Iadicicco

MISSIONS

Sojourner House Retreat Volunteers: 
Barbara Ernsberger, Caroline Sterling, 
Beatrice Jones, Susan Wood, Jen Paty, 
Mimi Datt, Lisa Iadicicco, and Charlotte 
Beukema supported the annual event for 
our mission partner in October.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Book Collection for Parents of HOPE
The Foundation of HOPE is in need of more children’s books, and 
the Community Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC) 
invites you to contribute to this need. HOPE gives interested 
parents and grandparents in the Allegheny County Jail the 
opportunity to read and record a book or books for their children 
and sends the books and recordings on to the children’s homes. 
This program allows HOPE’s Pre-Release participants to stay in 
contact with their children while promoting literacy. We accept 
new books for all ages, from 0 to 18, but we are currently most in 
need of board books and picture books.

A collection basket is located in the Sharp Atrium; book donations 
are welcome and appreciated at any time, but we extend a special 
invitation to consider participating in this collection during the 
month of December as the holidays approach.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Seeking Justice Topical Study: Doing Time with God 
Sundays, January 12 through February 16, at 9:45 a.m. in the Craig Room

Beginning Sunday, January 12, the Adult Christian Education 
Team invites you to join a six-week study and discussion led by 
representatives from one of our local mission partners, Foundation 
of HOPE. HOPE is an interfaith non-profit with the mission to 
empower incarcerated and released individuals to restore their 
relationship with their God, rebuild their lives, and reconcile to their 
communities. We will read Doing Time With God: Stories of Healing 
and Hope in Our Prisons, by Bill Dyer, and use it as an entry point for 
discussion of HOPE’s main areas of focus: chaplaincy, pre-release, 
aftercare, and diversion.

On Sundays, after a time of fellowship and light refreshments in 
the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please join our discussion leaders, 
including Rev. Caitlin Werth, HOPE’s Pre-Release Program Director, 
in the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m. The study will continue through 
Sunday, February 16.

Right: The Pittsburgh Camerata, under 
the direction of Mark A. Anderson.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Christmas with the Camerata 
Sunday, December 15, at 3:00 p.m.

The 27th concert season of Music in a Great Space continues with the Pittsburgh Camerata, presenting 
“Christmas with the Camerata,” on Sunday, December 15, at 3:00 p.m.

At this most reflective time of 
year, when light and darkness 
are equal, the Pittsburgh 
Camerata offers the music of 
Christmas, sacred and secular, 
as a reflection of the significance 
this holiday inspires. Join us for 
the tradition, for the beauty, and 
for the promise of Christmas.

Tickets are available to purchase 
at www.pittsburghcamerata.org 
and at the door.

Caroling at Allegheny County Jail 
Thursday, December 5, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Get an early start on polishing your Christmas carols and share community with those who will spend 
Christmas in jail. Come and participate in a Service of Lessons and Carols at the Allegheny County 
Jail on Thursday, December 5, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., with Shadyside Presbyterian and other local 
churches. Anyone over the age of 18 is welcome to participate. If you are interested, please sign 
up in the Sharp Atrium or contact Deacon Corinne Newman through the church office by Sunday, 
December 1. Names must be submitted to the jail staff prior to our attendance.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Congregational Survey Results
The Pastor Nominating Committee thanks everyone who participated in our congregational survey.  

Bound copies of the results are available to review in the Walton Library.

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Above: Rev. Caitlin Werth
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Supper with a Scholar: Scharfe Speaker Series Continues
Wednesdays, December 4 and January 8:  
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Each year through the Howard C. Scharfe Endowment, Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church supports pastors in their post-graduate studies 
for the benefit of the Church and for the glory of God. Through this 
generous gift, pastors and churches for decades have been blessed 
to grow in new ways. Our speaker series invites recent recipients to 
share over dinner and through worship about their studies and how 
they are practicing what they learn in their congregations.

• On Wednesday, December 4, we welcome Rev. Brian Lays as our 
speaker. Rev. Lays has been serving Independent Presbyterian 
Church in Birmingham, Alabama, for three years. Currently, he is 
working toward a Doctorate in Ministry at Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, Georgia.

• On Wednesday, January 8, we welcome Rev. Oghene’tega 
Violet Swann as our speaker. Rev. Swann has been serving the 
Refreshing Springs Mission Church in Aliquippa, Pennsylvania, 
for five years. Currently, she is working toward a Doctorate of 
Ministry with a focus on missional leadership from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary.

Please join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by 
vespers at 7:00 p.m., to learn about what God is up to in the Church 
and in the world! Please RSVP through the church office.

Above: Rev. Brian Lays

Above: Rev. Tega Swann

The PYSO and Junior Mendelssohn Choir Return to Shadyside
On Sunday, January 19, at 3:00 p.m., the Pittsburgh Youth Symphony 
Orchestra (PYSO) and the Junior Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh 
(JMCP) return to the Shadyside Presbyterian Church sanctuary to 
present Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Regina Coeli, KV 276, under 
the direction of conductor Earl Lee. The PYSO also will perform 
Antonín Dvorák’s Symphony No. 7 and Felix Mendelssohn’s concert 
overture, The Hebrides. In addition, the JMCP will perform a cappella 
selections, under the direction of conductor Dr. Caron Daley. Hear 
the next generation of Pittsburgh’s talented musicians join forces 
for this special concert. No tickets are necessary for admission; 
donations will be appreciated.

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

Register Now for the 2020-2021 SPCNS School Year
Established by several members of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
(SPCNS) has been providing children with a blessed beginning 
since 1951! At SPCNS, our child-centered, caring environment 
allows children to learn language, literacy, math, and science, and 
to explore God’s world, through play.

Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Classes are offered on weekday mornings for two-, three-, 
four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds. Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church members, returning students, and alumni families 
receive enrollment preference. Please visit the school’s website 
shadysideschool.org or call Director Mary Lang at 412-681-6311.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Above: Photograph taken by Melody 
Farrin. Artwork design by Lisa Platt.
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PARISH LIFE

A Warm Welcome to 
Our New Members
We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received 
into our church family recently:

•	 Catrina M. Abbott
•	 Byron F. Bowman

•	 Virginia L. Bowman
•	 Shelley L. Crannell

•	 Margaret J. Davies

•	 Laura C. Duncan
•	 Lauren E. Licata

•	 Alexander H. MacDonell
•	 Charlotte S. MacDonell

•	 Charles G. Smith

On MLK Jr. Day, Prepare and Serve Dinner, Join Discussion at EECM 
Monday, January 20

This Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the Hunger and Homelessness 
Mission Action Community (MAC) invites you to an all-church 
workday, partnering with the East End Cooperative Ministry 
(EECM). 

We will gather at the church at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, January 20, to 
prepare the evening meal for the shelter. That evening, at 6:30 p.m., 
we will meet at the EECM Community House (6140 Station Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206) in East Liberty to serve dinner to shelter 
guests. The dinner will be followed by a short program including 
discussions about Dr. King.

To sign up or for further information, please contact Rev. Todd Leach:  
tleach@shadysidepres.org or 412-682-4300.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

PARISH LIFE & MISSIONS

Warm Up on Soup Sunday, January 26
We look forward to filling the Parish Hall with the aroma of hearty 
and delicious homemade soups on Sunday, January 26. Would you 
be willing to make a pot of your favorite soup recipe for this event?  
We are looking for volunteers to contribute a variety of soups — 
from beef and barley to vegetarian delights, creamy chowders, 
and more. If you would prefer to make your favorite dessert to 
contribute, that would be wonderful, too. The kitchen will provide 
bread, salad, and beverages. Not a cook or a baker? Come and 
enjoy; there will be plenty to share! Make your reservations in 
January by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church 
office. Could you lend us your crockpot to keep these goodies 
piping hot? Let us know when you make your reservation.  There 
is no cost to attend.

Off the Floor Bedding Collection
Also on Soup Sunday, January 26, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
is sponsoring a bedding collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh. 
Several items are needed to benefit needy families in the city of 
Pittsburgh. The items that are most needed include new pillows 
(must be new by state law); complete queen, full/double, and twin 
bedding sets; blankets of all sizes (queen are most needed); and 
towels and washcloths. Please put a size label on the blankets, 
and bring donations to the Off the Floor Pittsburgh truck located 
outside the Parish Hall. Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner
On Wednesday, January 15, you are invited to a congregational 
dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Join us for a wonderful 
time to connect with one another while enjoying a delicious 
home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright. Please 
make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium by 
Monday, January 13. A freewill offering will be received to offset 
the costs of the meal. If you are able, we hope you will stay for 
vespers at 7:00 p.m. Nursery care is available during vespers.

STEWARDSHIP

Pledges, Year-end Giving
As we come to the close of the 
year, please consider whether 
you have completed paying your 
pledge for this calendar year. For 
those who make year-end gifts, 
please remember the church 
in your giving. Both pledges 
and gifts must be received by 
noon on December 31 in order 
to be included in this year. 
Looking ahead, if you have not 
made your pledge for 2020, 
please do so by completing a 
form available in the pews and 
returning it to the church office.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Please see page 1 for worship information about Sundays in Advent.

Sunday, December 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Sunday, January 5, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

God of Our Life  (Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14)

Baptism of the Lord Sunday, January 12, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching

Through All the Circling Years  (Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43)

Sunday, January 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
Associate Pastor, preaching

Sunday, January 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

In All the Past  (Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18)

Midweek Vespers
Please see page 3 for Advent Vespers in the Sanctuary.  

Note: No vespers will occur on December 25 and January 1.
Wednesdays, January 8, 15, 22, and 29, at 7:00 p.m.,  

with Communion 
These candlelit services offer a more intimate worship 

experience in our beautiful Chapel. Nursery care is available.

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live  
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Thursday, January 2 
February issue

Monday, February 3 
March issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Monday, January 27, from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

For more information, visit the 
website or call the church office.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse


