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... because the mouse hears everything

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Remembering Loved Ones: All Saints’ Sunday, November 3
Christians throughout the world celebrate All Saints’ Day in honor 
of all the saints, both known and unknown. In most Protestant 
churches, it is celebrated on the first Sunday of November. 
Protestants regard all Christians, both past and present, as saints. 
As we solemnly remember all those who have died in the past year, 
we also focus on Christ’s victory over death. While the festival 
acknowledges the reality of death, we emphasize our hope in the 
Resurrection and our place in the “communion of saints.”

• During the All Saints’ Sunday morning service at 11:00 a.m., 
we will remember those members of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church who have been received into the Church Triumphant 
during the past calendar year. 

• On the afternoon of All Saints’ Sunday, at 3:00 p.m., the Chancel Choir will sing Maurice 
Duruflé’s Requiem setting. We invite the congregation to submit the names of any deceased 
family members whom they would like to have acknowledged in the afternoon bulletin. Please 
submit the names to Kaysie Strickland in the church office before Friday, October 25.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Thanksgiving Food Collection for EECM Food Pantry
As Thanksgiving approaches, the Hunger and Homelessness 
Mission Action Community (MAC) of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church invites members and friends to participate in a collection 
of non-perishable food items for the East End Cooperative Ministry 
(EECM) Food Pantry, which is experiencing an increase in food 
requests. Bags for donations will be distributed after worship 
on Sundays, November 17 and 24. A list of suggested donation 
items will be attached to the bags, which will be collected 
and dedicated at our Thanksgiving Eve service of worship on 
Wednesday, November 27. In the event you are unable to attend the service, you are welcome to 
participate by bringing your filled bag to the church office during the week of Thanksgiving. If you prefer 
to make a monetary donation, checks should be made payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” 
with “EECM Food Collection” on the memo line, and placed in the collection on Sunday, November 24, 
or on Wednesday, November 27. Questions may be directed to Rev. Todd Leach or to any member of 
the Hunger and Homelessness MAC.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group: Surviving the Holidays
For those who have experienced the death of a loved one, the approaching holidays often bring mixed 
feelings of sadness, nostalgia, and even dread. On Monday, November 18, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Grief Support Group will gather in the Craig Room. To help you 
prepare for the holidays, the discussion will be filled with practical and uplifting ideas for the weeks 
ahead. Please feel free to bring a family member or friend.

Continued on page 3 



2

A Thanksgiving Challenge: Gathering Together in Gratitude
We are entering November and the season of Thanksgiving. Not 
long ago, I heard about a November challenge: To find five things 
every day of the month of November to be thankful for, and then, to 
make note of them in a way that is shared with others. I invite you to 
join in that challenge. It is completely in keeping with what we know 
to be true. The goodness of God is so remarkable — an abundance 
of miracles, major and minor, that enrich our lives and strengthen 
our faith.

What must it have been like, to have been one of Christ’s twelve 
disciples, to have awakened every morning to the presence of 
Christ? To have heard His voice and followed His path and seen 
and heard His remarkable message of God’s love, forgiveness, and compassion? Perhaps if we could 
have done that, and were with the Lord as He healed the sick and made the afflicted whole, we 
might have sensed what a tremendous blessing it is to be with Jesus. The closest we can get is by 
being with Jesus through the fellowship of believers. To gather together, just as Christ’s first followers 
gathered, to consider God’s Word as revealed in Scripture, to offer God our praise, and to seek to go 
and do what we have seen Jesus doing. We accomplish that when, as the beloved Thanksgiving hymn 
says, ”We Gather Together” in worship. God is ready and waiting for you, inviting you to be today’s 
disciples, as you come to worship on Sundays and as you share in the ongoing ministries and missions 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Make it your November Thanksgiving discipline this year to find five reasons you are thankful, each 
and every day. Make a record of them, and try not to repeat anything on your list. By Thanksgiving 
Day, you will have a volume of thankfulness. And make it your November Thanksgiving discipline this 
year to be in worship every Sunday, so that the blessings of God might be yours, here in God’s house.

You do not have to understand …
All of God’s ways …
He does not expect you to understand them.
You do not expect your children to understand everything you do …
You simply want them to trust you.
And someday, you too will see the glory of God
In the things you do not understand.

From Streams in the Desert, by L. B. Cowman

Yours in Christ,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Reminder
Shadyside Presbyterian Church rejoices in A Living, Giving Faith! We greatly appreciate the many pledge 
forms that have already been received. If you have not yet submitted your pledge form, please return it soon.

STEWARDSHIP

BUILDING & GROUNDS

Giving Thanks for Bob Anderson’s Fifteen Years of Service
On October 15, Shadyside Presbyterian Church bid farewell to Head 
Sexton Bob Anderson, who retired after more than fifteen years of 
service. We are so grateful for Bob’s commitment to caring for the 
Lord’s house, diligently and dutifully maintaining a safe and clean 
facility in all seasons. Largely due to his tireless efforts, our historic 
building shines from floor to ceiling, literally. From polishing tiles to 
changing lightbulbs in lofty locations, Bob has always performed his 
tasks with the reverence and respect owed to such sacred spaces. 
We thank Bob for his dedication and commend him for the excellent 
work he carried out so faithfully. We wish him many years of health 
and happiness with his family as he enjoys retirement. Above: Head Sexton Bob Anderson
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CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group — continued from page 1

Shadyside’s Grief Support Group is designed to provide encouragement and a faith-centered 
perspective for those who have lost a loved one. The group meets regularly to discuss a variety of 
subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range of emotions which 
grief brings, and resources for moving forward. Sessions are led by a pastor and an experienced grief 
support facilitator. New participants are always welcome to join; there is no cost to attend the group, 
which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons. For more information or to register, please 
contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.

•	 Wilfred E. Cleland

•	 Marian C. Edwards

•	 Elveta L. W. Johnson

•	 John C. Wain

•	 William W. White

CARE & SUPPORT

Invitation to Sign Letters of Joys and Concerns
The Board of Deacons would like to remind parishioners that care 
letters are placed in the Narthex each week, except on Sundays 
when Communion is served. You are encouraged to stop by 
the table and sign the letters before worship, even if you do not 
personally know the recipient of each letter. 

These letters mean a great deal to those who receive them. One 
recent recipient expressed appreciation for “the wonderful get-
well letters signed by dozens of caring members. I bet heaven 
smiles over all those signatures. I encourage you to join in sending 
prayers and best wishes whenever you get the chance. For me, it 
has been such a blessing.” 

Adding your signature to these letters strengthens our fellowship 
and is a simple way to remind others they are in our prayers.

Invitation to Join Fellow Shadysiders in Prayer
Dear Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) community, do you 
have a heart for prayer?

We are growing our prayer communities at SPC and extend a 
welcoming hand to you to come and join us. There are three 
opportunities you can choose from based upon your availability. 
You can join fellow members in-person at the church on Tuesday 
mornings, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., or on Thursday evenings, from 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Alternatively, you also can join an email prayer 
community: PrayerNet.

The Body of Christ is a praying community, and we so look forward to 
welcoming you to our local prayer fellowship! For more information, 
please contact Krissy Moehling or Connie Coffelt; you can find their 
information in the church directory, or you may contact the church 
office. To join PrayerNet, contact prayernet@shadysidepres.org.

Above: Detail of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church’s “Digital Mosaic,” created by 
illustrator Mark Bender. All rights reserved 
by Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

CARE & SUPPORT

PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner
Wednesday, November 20, 
from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. 

Enjoy a meal with your church 
family! RSVP to the church office 
by Monday, November 18. If you 
are able, we hope you will stay 
for vespers at 7:00 p.m. 

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Guatemala Mission Experience
Our spring trip to work alongside our mission partner in Guatemala, 
Promised Land Ministries, is scheduled for March 14 through 
21, 2020. In addition to a medical mission team, we need team 
members willing to work with children and construction ministries. 
No experience is required. Brochures are available in the Narthex and 
Sharp Atrium; please take one. If you have questions, please contact 
Rev. Todd Leach. Applications are due by Sunday, November 17. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Children’s Questions for Jesus
Our Vacation Bible School junior counselors must complete an 
application each year to be eligible to participate. We challenge the 
counselors to think about their faith by posing questions as part of 
the application process. This past spring, they were encouraged to 
answer: “If you could ask Jesus three questions, what would they be?”

Not only do their answers help us in forming future educational 
opportunities, but they also shed light into the minds of the children 
in our church and community. In sharing some of their questions, 
we invite you to ponder how you think Jesus might answer them.
• Why do people suffer?

• Are we treating others the way you would like us to?
• Why should we forgive others who hurt us?

• Do you view your life as mostly good or mostly bad?

• What did you do for fun when you were a kid?

• Will you have disciples when you return?
• Can you make sure there are no more hungry people in the world?

• How did you multiply all those fish?

• Is there anything you would have done differently?

• Who was the person who made the biggest difference in your life?

• When and how did you realize you were the Son of God?
• Do you think God is happy with the world now?

These are questions in the minds of children and youth between the 
ages of 11 and 15. Christian educators who work with children have 
the challenge, honor, and responsibility to walk alongside children 
navigating their way through their Christian learning experiences. 
Shadyside’s Children’s Ministry Team welcomes new leadership 
volunteers to walk alongside these wonder-filled learners.

Ellen L. Allston, Director of Christian Education for Children’s Ministry

Music in a Great Space Presents Organist Aaron Tan 
Sunday, November 24, at 3:00 p.m.

Winner of the first prize and audience prize at the American 
Guild of Organists’ 2018 National Young Artists’ Competition in 
Organ Performance, Aaron Tan is a Canadian concert organist and 
pianist who regularly performs on both instruments. Currently, he 
is studying at the Institute of Sacred Music at Yale University and 
also serves as Organ Scholar at Church of the Resurrection, New 
York City. Hear Mr. Tan play Shadyside’s magnificent four-manual 
106-rank Reuter organ in a recital co-sponsored by the Organ 
Artists Series on Sunday, November 24, at 3:00 p.m.

Tickets: www.organseries.com or www.pitago.org or at the door.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Golf Outing Thanks
The 20th Annual Golf Outing held on September 7 raised $6,251.08 for Hosanna House, one of our 
mission partners.  Shadyside’s Mission and Urban Ministry Team thanks everyone who supported 
“this place called Hope!” Save the date and plan to join us next year: Saturday, September 12, 2020.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

IN MEMORIAM

Remembering  
Rev. John D. Dennis
Please remember in prayer 
the family and friends of the 
Reverend John D. Dennis, 
who passed from this life into 
the Church Triumphant on 
September 4, 2019. A ministe-
rial son of our church family, 
Rev. Dennis was nurtured in his 
faith at Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church during the early years 
of his life, from his baptism 
in 1938 until his ordination 
in 1962, both of which oc-
curred in our Sanctuary. Read 
more about the ministry of  
Rev. Dennis, which spanned 
more than four decades, on the 
church website, and please join 
us in giving thanks for his life of 
faithful service to the Lord.

Above: Rev. John Davison Dennis
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MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Mission Dinner: Veterans Place 
Wednesday, November 6, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall

The Mission and Urban Ministry Team invites you to hear the 
inspirational stories of our mission partners by attending our 
Mission Dinner Series. On Wednesday, November 6, at 6:00 p.m. 
we welcome Marlon Ferguson, Executive Director of Veterans 
Place of Washington Boulevard, a local nonprofit with a mission to 
combat veteran homelessness by providing a variety of supportive 
services. (Please see feature article above.)

Join us in the Parish Hall to hear Marlon, himself a Persian Gulf 
War veteran with seven years of service in the United States Navy, 
explain their efforts to assist veterans in becoming self-sufficient.

Although there is no charge for the dinner, a freewill offering will 
be received to offset the costs of the meal. Please RSVP by signing 
up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office. Nursery 
care is available. Families are encouraged to eat together; then, 
children may move to the Nursery during the presentation.

Warmth Drive
Did you know that one in ten 
homeless people in America is 
a veteran? Our mission partner, 
Veterans Place of Washington 
Boulevard, needs donations of 
winter coats for the vets who 
spend the days and nights 
outside in the elements. You 
can drop off any new or gently-
used winter coats for men and 
women on or before Monday, 
November 18 — sizes L, XL, 
and XXL, please. A collection 
bin for the contributions will 
be located in the Sharp Atrium, 
and we will collect coats dur-
ing the Mission Dinner on 
November 6. (Please see left.)

MISSIONS

Community Partner Spotlight: Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard

Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard was established in 1996 to provide a safe haven 
where military veterans could continue recovery from chronic mental illness. Two years later, the 
organization purchased seriously blighted and abandoned properties along Washington Boulevard, 
and, over the next ten years, raised almost $3 million to transform the site into an administration and 
service complex with 12 townhomes that could accommodate up to 48 veterans. The current vision is 
to build a community for homeless veterans that provides temporary housing and needed services to 
help them overcome barriers to productive, self-sufficient lives. More than 90% of Veterans Place’s 
program participants have become gainfully employed, a statistic that has caught the attention of the 
Veterans Administration in Washington, D.C.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Urban Ministry has been engaged with Veterans 
Place since 2016, providing programmatic support, and most recently helping to underwrite the 
organization’s Expressive Arts Therapy Program that was launched in 2017. The program offers an 
opportunity for veterans to engage in music, art, and writing experiences as a means for expression, 
attention, and understanding of self. The focus is not on the artistic product, but more on the process 
of creating and, additionally, engaging with other veterans. In the past 18 months, 94 sessions have 
been conducted, attracting more than 190 male and female veterans.

As a veteran myself (U.S. Navy, 1968–1975), I was attracted to the mission of Veterans Place to serve 
those who served our country, and who have fallen on hard times. More importantly, as I got to know 
the staff and operations better, I developed a growing appreciation for the quality of their work, their 
programs, and the dignity and self-worth instilled in the veterans they serve. Veterans Place staff are 
highly creative and innovative, brimming with ideas waiting to be developed.

Trustee Henry S. Beukema Jr.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary
All Saints’ Sunday, November 3 

Morning Service of Worship, with Communion, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

If You’re Ever Up a Tree …  (Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Luke 19:1-10)

A Service of Remembrance, with Communion, at 3:00 p.m. 
featuring Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem sung by the Chancel Choir

Sunday, November 10, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

That’s Why They’re Sad, You See  (Haggai 1:15b–2:9; Luke 20:27-38)

Sunday, November 17, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching

How to Prepare for Calamity  (Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke 21:5-19)

Christ the King Sunday, November 24, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

If You Are the King  (Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 23:33-43)

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel
Wednesday, November 6, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching
Wednesday, November 13, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching
Wednesday, November 20, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Thanksgiving Eve in the Sanctuary
Wednesday, November 27, at 7:00 p.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching 

Please bring a food donation — see article on page 1.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Friday, November 1 
December/January issue

Thursday, January 2 
February issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

BOARD OF DEACONS

Christmas Poinsettias
As part  of  our Christmas 
celebration at Shadyside, the 
Board of Deacons is again 
providing the opportunity for 
the placement of poinsettias 
in the Sanctuary during the 
worship services on Christmas 
Eve. Order forms are available 
in the Narthex and in the church 
office. Cost is $8 per plant. All 
orders must be accompanied 
by payment and received by 
Sunday, December 1.


